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PREFACE 


Beginning  with  a  paper  contributed  to  a  meeting  of  the  Eunice 
Dennie  Burr  Chapter  of  the  D.  A.  R.  in  Fairfield,  the  contents  of  this 
book  have  evolved  into  an  entire  volume  of  history,  much  to  the 
credit  of  William  Wheeler,  whose  manuscript  furnished  the  compiler 
with  amusement,  inspiration,  enthusiasm,  and  much  information,  as 
well  as  the  principal  substance. 

The  casual  reader  will  doubtless  prefer  to  meet,  forthwith,  William 
Wheeler  and  not  to  ponder  too  long  over  the  preceding  and  subsequent 
pages  which  are  meant  for  the  specialized  interest  of  local  historians 
and  genealogists. 

The  Journal  is  presented  precisely  as  it  is  written,  with  no  effort 
to  gloss  over  the  spontaneous  expression  of  the  original  manuscript. 
There  is  no  discrimination  made  between  the  entries  contributed  by 
William  Wheeler  and  by  his  daughter  Eliza,  although  these  are 
obvious  in  the  Journal.  There  have  been  interpolated  occasional 
quotations  from  other  writings  and  essays  which  amplify  short  notes. 
These  interpolations  are  indicated  by  the  smaller  type  and  indention. 
Spelling  and  punctuation  have  been  followed  in  the  copy,  except  that 
“the”  has  replaced  “y6”  throughout  (in  all  but  the  few  instances  in 
which  the  older  form  flavors  the  content),  and  a  few  of  the  original 
dashes  have  been  exchanged  for  other  marks. 

The  genealogical  footnotes  and  after-notes  have  been  arranged  to 
supplement  the  very  complete  “First  Families  of  Old  Fairfield”  now 
in  course  of  publication.  Black  Rock  families  are  carried  back  to 
a  Fairfield  ancestor,  and  continued,  insofar  as  has  been  practicable, 
from  1800  to  1850,  during  the  period  in  which  it  is  so  difficult  to  trace 
genealogical  data.  A  few  families  have  been  given  special  attention, 
since  their  several  branches  were  most  closely  associated  with  the 
development  of  Black  Rock  for  more  than  a  century. 

So  many  have  been  the  sources  and  so  generous  the  cooperation, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  make  due  acknowledgment  to  everyone  who  has 
assisted  in  the  compilation.  Especially  am  I  indebted  to  George 
Seymour  Godard,  Librarian,  and  the  staff,  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Library;  to  Loretta  Brundige  Perry,  Regent,  and  to  other  members 
of  the  Eunice  Dennie  Burr  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution;  to  Aubrey  D.  Fuller,  whose  file  of  maps  and  surveys 
since  1835  has  been  of  great  service;  to  Kenneth  Hall  Kiefer,  for 
the  sketched  chapter  headings ;  to  Henry  Monroe  Lathrop,  for 
many  constructive  ideas  in  the  presentation  of  the  material;  and  to 
Helen  Clingan  Penfield,  for  very  valuable  editorial  assistance. 


X 


PREFACE 


For  photographs,  general  information,  and  Bible  records,  the  book 
owes  much  to  Virginia  Elizabeth  Penfield,  Henry  F.  Bunce,  Hattie 
E.  Noren,  Capt.  Charles  H.  Fancher,  Susan  Howes,  Frances  Howes, 
Mary  Bartram  Woodruff,  Alice  A.  Bartram,  Joseph  Percy  Bartram, 
Rensselaer  W.  Bartram,  Ella  Perry  Allen,  Mary  Nichols  Barber, 
Joseph  Smith,  Sarah  Allen  Smith,  Lilian  Gould  Allen,  Helen  Lock- 
wood  Mansfield,  Viola  Smith  Hurlburt,  Fannie  Sturges  Rodgers,  M. 
Alice  Gould,  Helen  Turney  Sharps,  Nellie  Silliman  Wilson,  Bessie 
Smith  Hubbell,  Louie  Hall  Schneider,  and  Lida  Burr, — also  to  the 
records  deposited  with  the  Fairfield  Historical  Society,  to  the  note¬ 
book  of  Donald  Lines  Jacobus  and  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Yale 
University  Library. 

Another  valued  contributor  is  the  unfortunately  anonymous  photog¬ 
rapher  (or  photographers)  who,  in  the  late  sixties  and  early  seven¬ 
ties,  recorded  sympathetically  so  many  of  the  old  homesteads  now 
forgotten  or  remodeled. 

Bibliographical  reference  should  be  made  to  various  genealogies 
printed  and  in  manuscript,  especially  that  of  the  Wheeler  Family, 
“The  Wakeman  Genealogy”  and  “The  Burr  Family,”  which  have 
supplied  data  for  comparison  with  the  original  records  and  with 
new  sources ;  “The  Old  Burying  Ground  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,”  by 
Kate  W.  Perry;  “History  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,”  by  Elizabeth  Hubbell 
Schenck;  “An  Old  New  England  Town”  and  “A  Country  Parish,” 
by  Dr.  Frank  Samuel  Child ;  “History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Fami¬ 
lies  of  Old  Fairfield,”  by  Donald  Lines  Jacobus;  “History  of  Strat¬ 
ford  and  Bridgeport,  Conn.,”  by  Samuel  F.  Orcutt ;  “History  of 
Maritime  Connecticut  During  the  American  Revolution,”  by  Louis  F. 
Middlebrook,  published  by  The  Essex  Institute. 

The  chief  sources  of  information,  however,  have  been  the  probate 
and  land  records  at  the  Fairfield  Town  Hall,  and  whatever  accuracy 
and  definiteness  may  give  the  ring  of  authority  to  topographical  and 
genealogical  statements  must  be  attributed  to  the  meticulous  town 
clerks  of  the  past,  and  to  those  who  have  indexed  the  records  so 
efficiently. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  Journal  is  not  wholly  dependable  in 
fixing  facts  and  dates.  I  have  endeavored  to  check  important  state¬ 
ments  and  to  add  footnotes  wherever  William  Wheeler’s  memoranda 
differ  from  the  church  or  land  records.  Should  other  divergences 
be  discovered,  it  might  be  well  to  consider  that  many  of  the  entries 
were  made  a  day,  a  week,  or  in  some  instances  a  few  years,  after 
the  occurrence  noted,  or  from  inadequate  information.  The  Journal 
is  not  presented  as  a  didactic  authority  on  contemporary  names  and 
dates :  and  after  reading  the  first  few  pages,  only  the  most  captious 
statistician  can  question  the  occasional  poetic  and  philosophic  license 
in  which  William  Wheeler  indulged. 
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The  many  changes  during  three  centuries  that  have  come  to  Black 
Rock  may  appear  to  be  over-emphasized  in  the  maps  and  notations : 
but  to  the  editor  it  has  been  most  interesting  to  trace  the  “lost 
villages”  that  were  once  also  Black  Rock.  The  vanished  route  across 
the  creek  from  Fairfield  is  referred  to  in  one  deed  as  the  “old  Boston 
Road” — !  and  the  Revolutionary  village  is  so  strange  to  modem 
readers  that  possibly  they,  like  the  editor,  may  enjoy  comparing  the 
ancient  with  the  modern. 

Concerning  these  notes  and  the  maps,  the  editor,  like  William 
Wheeler,  claims  occasional  indulgence.  The  authority  of  elder  and 
more  experienced  historians  and  genealogists  should  be  preferred 
in  any  question  of  accuracy.  Concerning  all  names,  dates,  and  rela¬ 
tionships,  editorial  statements  are  one  and  all  “subject  to  correction 
if  in  error.” 

C.  P.  L. 

Black  Rock 
January  1930 


BLACK  ROCK 


In  the  Pioneer  Days 


Black  Rock  was  until  1720  an  undeveloped  wooded  peninsula,  with  many  swamps, 
ending  in  a  remote  hill,  used  for  pasturage.  The  very  roads  shown  on  the  map  are 
unfamiliar  nowadays.  Neither  north  Brewster  nor  south  Ellsworth  Streets  existed. 
The  Fairfield  road  coincided  with  the  present  Post  Road  for  only  a  short  distance 
before  branching  north  to  the  upper  creek,  where  a  long-forgotten  route  led  north¬ 
west  to  King’s  Highway  and  Holland  Heights,  while  another  fork  of  the  road  led 
more  directly  to  Stratfield.  Along  these  rough  roads  lay  a  few  scattered  homesteads. 
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BLACK  ROCK 

Seaport  of  Old  Fairfield 

During  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  Fairfield  owed 
much  of  its  financial  and  political  prestige  to  an  excellent  seaport. 
The  seaport  of  Fairfield  was  old  Black  Rock. 

To-day  Black  Rock  is  merely  a  section  of  Bridgeport.  Air¬ 
planes  zoom  overhead ;  real  estate  booms  underfoot ;  and  we  must 
sketch  our  historical  picture  against  a  background  of  modern 
monuments. 

Between  the  Orphan  Asylum  and  the  Socony  filling  station  is 
the  site  of  the  Indian  fort.  Near  the  automobile  graveyard  and 
the  city  dump  stood  the  mills  that  anciently  ground  out  flour  for 
the  colonial  countryside.  Fire,  careless  remodeling,  or  neglect 
have  ruined  many  of  the  old  houses.  The  one  survival  of  sea- 
trade  is  a  rough  sign :  “Live  lobsters  for  sale” — nailed,  ironically 
enough,  where  the  forgotten  shipyard  once  launched  a  hundred 
ships,  and  where  on  the  nearby  wharves  the  rich  cargoes  of  those 
same  ships,  returning,  were  welcomed  by  the  busy  pulleys  and 
creaking  windlasses  of  a  dozen  stores  and  warehouses. 

The  flotsam  and  jetsam  of  historical  incident  have  been  scat¬ 
tered  across  three  centuries,  yet  we  may  still  salvage  stray 
anecdotes  concerning  the  salty  days  when  every  house  in  the 
village  was  the  home  of  a  sea-captain. 

Fortunately  there  lived  in  Black  Rock  for  eighty-two  years — 
from  1762  to  1845 — a  sympathetic  historian.  The  record  of 
harbor  happenings  during  those  bustling  days  was  jotted  down 
by  William  Wheeler  briefly  but  delightfully,  together  with  the 
pioneer  legends  of  his  family,  and  sage  comment  upon  political, 
social,  and  personal  matters. 
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The  Wheeler  Journal,  like  history,  is  made  up  of  the  ridiculous 
as  well  as  of  the  sublime.  However  we  may  revere  our  ancestors, 
it  is  always  reassuring  to  those  who  in  our  turn  may  become 
ancestors,  to  learn  that  these  forbears  of  ours  were  human  and 
occasionally  fallible — even  as  you  and  I.  We  should  be  grateful 
to  William  Wheeler,  therefore,  not  only  for  his  vivid  account  of 
the  capture  of  General  Silliman  and  of  the  defense  of  Black  Rock 
Fort  in  1779,  but  for  not  slighting  the  record  that  on  the  15th  of 
November,  1787,  “Capt.  Brewster’s  wife  &  child  fell  in  the  creek,” 
that  in  1807  three  members  of  one  family  were  “sick  with  bilious 
colic — rose  from  drinking  cider  that  ran  through  a  lead  cock,” 
as  well  as  the  sad  tale  of  the  young  man  who  “after  dancing, 
waiting  on  a  Female  home,  wet  his  foot  &  not  drying  it  before 
he  left  her,  he  was  taken  ill  and  lived  only  7  days.” 

The  history  of  Black  Rock  is  thus  made  up  of  the  heroic,  the 
commonplace  and  the  humorous, — a  history  written  between  the 
lines  of  church  and  probate  records,  in  old  deeds,  in  long-lost  logs 
of  the  merchant  ships,  and  supplemented  at  moments  by  the 
Wheeler  Journal. 

The  pioneer  story  is  a  thrice-told  tale,  but  we  may  give  the 
incident  new  interest  by  recalling  the  geographical  as  well  as 
the  chronological  positions  of  the  original  settlements  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fairfield. 

Fairfield,  established  by  Roger  Ludlowe  in  1639,  is  most  import¬ 
ant.  Northeast  lies  Stratfield  (known  in  earliest  days  as  Fayre- 
field  Village  and  Fayreford).  Fairfield  and  Stratfield  were  con¬ 
nected  then  as  now,  by  a  road  long  in  use  before  being  formally 
laid  out  in  1687  as  King’s  Highway. 

East  of  Fairfield  and  south  of  Stratfield  another  settlement  was 
made  at  the  tip  of  the  peninsula  formed  by  two  creeks  and  the 
Sound.  This  settlement  became  known  as  Black  Rock  village, — 
named  from  the  black  rocks  along  the  shore, —  and  was  for  three 
generations  a  family  holding. 

Thomas  Wheeler,  the  elder,  came  from  Concord  with  a  company 
of  other  pioneers  in  1644.  His  companions  settled  in  Stratfield 
and  in  Greenlea, — as  the  section  near  Seaside  Park  in  Bridgeport 
was  then  known.  Thomas  Wheeler  separated  from  them  and 
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established  his  home  at  the  head  of  Black  Rock  harbor.  Here 
he  was  a  short  distance  across  the  waters  of  “shipharbour  creeke” 
from  his  relatives  and  friends*  at  Greenlea,  and  not  too  far  from 
Fairfield. 

The  first  Wheeler  homestead  was  surrounded  on  three  sides 
by  water  and  stood  on  a  rise  of  ground  overlooking  the  level  plain 
to  the  west.  Thomas  built  his  house  of  stone  with  a  strong  plank 
roof,  and  upon  this  roof,  to  supplement  the  natural  advantages 
of  his  location,  he  placed  two  small  cannon.  One  pointed  out 
down  the  harbor  against  possible  Dutch  invasion  by  sea:  the 
other  was  directed  toward  the  Indian  fort  that  stood  north  of 
the  little  hill.  The  Indians  were  friendly  and  the  Dutch  were 
invisible,  but  Thomas  Wheeler  was  a  cautious  man. 

This  Wheeler  “homelot”  at  the  ‘‘head  of  shipharbour”  was  the 
nucleus  of  Black  Rock  village.  The  village  was  for  many  years 
inhabited  by  Thomas  Wheeler’s  grandchildren  and  their  children 
almost  exclusively.  There  were  enough  of  them,  however,  to 
occupy  the  acres  between  the  old  homelot  and  Grover’s  Hill  with 
their  houses  and  pasturage,  and  to  divide  other  lands  with  non¬ 
resident  proprietors  whose  homesteads  stood  in  Fairfield  or 
Stratfield. 

From  the  Thomas  Wheeler  homestead  a  road  led  northwest, 
meeting  the  Fairfield  road  at  the  present  intersection  of  Brewster 
Street  and  Fairfield  Avenue.  The  old  Fairfield  road,  however, 
coincided  with  the  modern  Post  Road  only  between  Ash  Creek 
and  Ellsworth  Street.  At  the  latter  point  (near  the  Indian  fort) 
the  old  road  turned  northeast  (along  the  present  line  of  North 
Ellsworth  Street)  to  the  upper  creek.  Here  were  two  forks. 
One  road  led  northwest  across  the  upper  creek  to  King’s  Highway 
and  the  Holland  Heights  Road.  The  other  fork  led  to  the  Indian 
Field  and  thence  to  Stratfield. 

For  many  years  there  was  no  direct  route  due  east,  and  we 
moderns  who  are  accustomed  to  speed  along  the  Post  Road  must 
recall  that  there  were  only  a  few  scattered  farms  between  Strat- 

*  The  earliest  recorded  settlers  at  Greenlea  and  Black  Rock  are :  Ephraim 
Wheeler;  Thomas  Wheeler;  Thomas  Wheeler,  Jr.;  William  Odell;  John 
Evarts;  Joseph  Middlebrook;  James  Bennet;  Peter  Johnson;  and 
Benjamin  Turney. 
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field  and  Greenlea  where  Bridgeport  now  extends.  Moreover, 
when  roads  were  in  the  making,  early  surveyors  followed  a 
trail  that  avoided  the  old  Indian  fort.  The  cautious  pioneer 
always  gave  his  Indian  neighbors  as  much  room  as  possible. 

This  fort,  garrisoned  by  two  hundred  Indians,  had  been 
palisaded  against  the  tribes  of  the  interior.  North  and  east 
extended  the  Old  Indian  Field  as  it  became  known  in  early  deeds. 
All  of  this  land  was  sold  by  the  Indians  to  the  town  of  Fairfield 
in  1681,  but  during  the  preceding  thirty  years  there  were  probably 
many  dramatic  incidents  in  the  lives  of  the  members  of  the 
Wheeler  family.* 

The  purchase  of  the  Indian  Field  ended  Indian  occupation  in 
Black  Rock.  The  Indians  moved  north  and  the  new  owners 
divided  the  field,  as  was  customary,  by  a  lottery.  This  method  of 
apportionment  satisfied  contemporary  landholders,  but  created 
many  difficulties  for  latterday  historians  and  genealogists.  A 
pioneer  whose  landholdings  were  scattered  from  the  Dan  of 
SasquaNeck  (Southport)  to  the  Beersheba  of  Stratfield  and  who 
casually  described  his  boundaries  only  by  naming  his  neighbors 
provided  many  complications.  When  a  boundary  “east  on  John 
Wheeler”  may  mean  east  on  John’s  homelot,  on  his  Compo  divi¬ 
dend,  on  his  Long  Lot,  or  on  his  share  in  the  Indian  Field,  and 
when  the  north,  south  and  west  boundaries  are  defined  only  by 
the  names  of  others  who,  like  John  Wheeler,  held  widely  distrib¬ 
uted  lands,  it  is  difficult  to  reconstruct  from  the  land  records  an 
accurate  picture  of  the  holdings. 

Another  baffling  custom  was  the  designation  of  a  lot  by  the 
name  of  the  original  owner,  even  after  several  transfers,  or  the 
definition  of  a  boundary  by  a  landmark  long  since  forgotten. f 


*  In  addition  to  uncertainties  of  Indian  temperament,  colonial  peace  of 
mind  had  other  menaces.  During  the  witchcraft  delusion,  Goody  Knap  was 
hanged  in  1651  at  Try’s  Field  (northwest  of  the  Indian  Field  in  Black 
Rock — near  the  present  site  of  the  Burroughs  Home). 

t  “Briant’s  Field”  in  Black  Rock  is  mentioned  a  century  after  Alexander 
Bryant  terminated  his  few  years  of  residence  in  Fairfield  and  moved  to 
Milford.  “Near  old  Hoit’s  land,”  and  “land  over  the  creeke”  (which  might 
mean  any  one  of  the  three  creeks  on  the  Black  Rock  boundary)  are 
exasperating  examples. 
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Fortunately  for  the  amateur  topographer,  there  were  few  house¬ 
holders  in  Black  Rock  until  after  1750.  John  Wheeler,  son  of 
Thomas  the  pioneer,  married  first  Judith  Turney,  and  second 
Elizabeth  Rowland,  succeeding  to  the  Wheeler  property  in  Black 
Rock  and  adding  more  lands  by  purchase  from  non-resident 
dividend  holders. 

John  Wheeler  had  twelve  children.  Five  of  his  sons  settled 
in  Black  Rock.  Another,  Thomas,  sailed  from  the  harbor  one 
day  early  in  1696.  Weeks  later  his  elder  brother,  John,  received 
the  following  letter: 


Barbadoes,  July  19,  1696 


. Loving  brother  John, 

these  lines  may  inform  you  that  I  am  aboard  of  a  man  of  war  called 
Play  now  bound  for  London  and  I  think  that  she  will  saile  very 
speedily.  I  am  in  no  hopes  of  being  cleared. 

I  desire  you  to  take  care  of  three  barrels  of  Rum  which  I  have 
aboard  of  Nicklas  Inglesbee  and  I  have  three  months  wages  down 
which  is  ten  pounds  ten  shillings.  The  sloop  is  called  the  Dimon. 
She  belongs  to  Rhode  Island,  but  bound  to  New  London.  I  have  no 
loading  for  it. 

I  hope  you  will  take  care  of  it  and  let  my  honored  mother  have  what 
she  has  occasion  for  and  let  my  honored  mother  have  half  the  crop  of 
wheat  which  I  have. 

As  for  my  lands  I  desire  that  my  five  brothers  may  divide  them  if  I 
do  not  return  again.  I  know  not  whether  I  shall  be  so  happy  as  to  see 
any  of  you  again  but  I  trust  in  God  who  is  our  presence. 

Let  us  watch  and  pray  one  for  another.  No  more  at  present  but  your 
loving  brother, 

Thomas  Wheeler. 


After  eight  years  this  pathetic  message  was  admitted  to  probate 
in  Fairfield  as  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  writer.  The 
methods  by  which  the  English  navy  recruited  men  in  early  colonial 
days  were  already  menacing  homelife  in  the  villages  by  the  Con¬ 
necticut  sea. 

For  another  glimpse  of  the  early  Wheeler  families,  we  have 
the  romantic  story  told  by  William  Wheeler  of  the  wedding  of 
Hannah,  younger  sister  of  the  unfortunate  Thomas.  The  stern 
brother  (“my  grandfather”)  who  flourished  the  horsewhip  on  this 
occasion  was  the  same  “loving  brother  John”  to  whom  the  Bar- 
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badoes  letter  was  addressed.  His  responsibilities  were  many.  His 
father,  Sergeant  John,  after  serving  the  town  as  representative 
for  four  terms,  died  in  1681,  leaving  twelve  children,  eight  of 
them  under  age.  John,  the  oldest  son,  assumed  the  family  cares, 
and  undeterred, — or  perhaps  fortified — by  experience,  married 
Abigail  Burr,  and  reared  thirteen  children  of  his  own.  Of  these, 
only  three  sons,  Obediah,  Jabez,  and  Ichabod,*  continued  the  saga 
of  the  Wheeler  family  of  Black  Rock. 

Other  families  came  to  share  with  the  Wheelers  the  homesites 
by  the  harbor.  The  colonial  names  of  Squire,  Burr,  Penfield, 
Bartram,  Wilson,  Chauncy,  Osborn,  Jennings,  Silliman,  Sherwood, 
and  Sturges  became  prosperously  identified  with  the  port. 

The  sea  which  played  so  dramatic  a  role  in  the  story  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  Black  Rock  continued  to  influence  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  village.  The  number  of  ships  that  plied  in  and  out 
of  the  harbor  increased  yearly. 


After  1730  trade  impetus  along  Ash  Creek  brought  results 
remarkable  in  those  leisurely  days.  In  1733  Peter  Thorp  and 
Ebenezer  Dimon  were  given  liberty  to  set  a  warehouse  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  creek.  In  1750  Peter  Penfield  was  authorized 
to  establish  his  mill  there,  mills  which  were  to  continue  for  a 
century.  In  1753  a  new  bridge  was  proposed  and  new  roads 
planned  to  shorten  the  distance  between  Fairfield  center  and  the 
ship  harbor. 

As  the  map  shows,  the  early  roads  were  almost  as  circuitous 
as  their  descriptions  in  the  records. f  The  new  thoroughfare  was 
surveyed  more  directly, — almost  due  east  from  lower  Benson 
Road,  across  an  inlet  by  the  Penfield  mills,  and  along  the  shore 

*  There  had  been  an  elder,  John,  his  father’s  favorite,  who  died  in  1725. 
Shortly  after  his  death  was  born  a  step-brother,  mournfully  christened 
Ichabod  (“Thy  glory  is  departed”). 

t  The  most  definite  reads :  “The  highway  on  the  east  side  of  Uncaway 
Creek  which  lyeth  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  swamps  that  lie  on  the 
northward  side  of  the  main  highway  or  common  road  going  out  of  said 
road  from  the  south  and  runneth  by  and  between  the  land  of  the  said  Nathan 
Gold  and  said  John  Wheeler  until  on  the  northeast  or  east  it  falleth  into 
the  highway  or  road  in  front  of  the  land  called  Cable’s  Field.” 
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of  the  creek  to  the  new  bridge.  The  stone  foundations  of  this 
road  are  still  plainly  visible,  as  are  the  foundation  piers  of  the 
bridge  over  which  the  road  led  to  what  is  now  Balmforth  Street 
in  Black  Rock, — the  short  road  that  curves  over  the  shoulder  of 
Grovers  Hill  and  joins  Grovers  Avenue  now  just  as  it  did  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  years  ago.  Grovers  Avenue  had  existed 
long  before  the  building  of  the  new  road,  but  merely  as  a  farm 
road  from  the  harbor  to  the  hill  pastures.  There  had  originally 
been  a  field  gate  across  it  halfway  between  the  turnpike  and  the 
Hill. 

The  opening  of  the  shorter  route  immediately  affected  the 
pasture  lands  along  Grovers  Avenue.  David  Wheeler,  3rd,  was 
first  to  profit  thereby — and  in  a  manner  to  interest  our  modern 
realtors.  Taking  over  from  his  father  ten  acres  of  meadow,  the 
progressive  David  deeded  to  the  town  two  streets  to  lead  from 
Grovers  Avenue  to  the  harbor,  and  dividing  the  land  into  lots, 
he  pointed  their  advantages  to  seafarers  whose  homes  lay  incon¬ 
veniently  far  from  shore.  The  first  purchasers  were  Captain 
Joseph  Silliman  and  Captain  Thomas  Holburton,  and  both  imme¬ 
diately  built  where  their  families  might  overlook  the  Sound  and 
sight  their  homing  ships. 

Next  to  buy  was  a  company  of  thirteen  prominent  citizens  of 
Fairfield  who  acquired  land  for  a  wharf  at  the  end  of  one  of 
David  Wheeler’s  new  roads.  Adjacent  lots  were  soon  sold  for 
homebuilding  or  investment  and  the  first  real  estate  development 
in  Black  Rock  proved  successful. 

Meanwhile  David’s  cousin,  Captain  Ichabod  Wheeler,  had 
busied  himself  near  the  old  family  homelot  at  the  head  of  the 
harbor.  He  had  been  given  liberty  by  the  town  in  1761  to 
build  a  new  wharf  there,  but  after  embarking  on  the  venture, 
decided  that  it  might  be  more  profitable  to  sell  shares.  He  there¬ 
fore  reserved  a  one-sixth  interest  in  the  wharf,  the  timber,  and 
the  “well  already  Dugg” ;  and  sold  the  other  five-sixths  to  James 
Smedley,  Samuel  Bradley,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Bartram,  Jr.,  Robert 
Wilson,  and  Nathaniel  Wilson.  Captain  Ichabod  Wheeler  was 
a  shipbuilder  and  his  son,  the  observant  and  note-taking  William, 
tells  us  that  he  built  at  the  Upper  Wharf  six  vessels,  all  above 
ninety  tons;  one,  sold  to  Thomas  Allen  of  New  London,  who 


8 


BLACK  ROCK:  SEAPORT  OF  OLD  FAIRFIELD 


went  bankrupt,  occasioned  a  loss  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-five 
pounds — to  the  builder.  With  the  others  he  was  more  fortunate. 

The  list  of  investors  in  the  wharves  and  warehouses  of  Black 
Rock  about  this  time  includes  all  of  the  merchant-residents  of 
Fairfield.  Three  wharves  were  built,  including  the  upper  wharf, 
near  the  old  shipyard.  The  Middle  Wharf,  already  mentioned, 
lay  midway  between  these  and  the  wharf  projected  by  Captain 
Samuel  Squire  at  “Money  Beach.”  Each  of  these  wharves  had 
its  store  or  warehouse,  with  sheds,  chandlery,  and  tackle  for  load¬ 
ing  and  unloading.  If  we  scan  probate  inventories  for  the  pre- 
Revolutionary  years,  we  shall  find  many  entries  indicating  invested 
wealth  on  the  high  seas  and  alongshore — shares  in  sailing  ships, 
and  in  cargoes  held  by  merchants  and  sailors  whose  names  are  a 
roster  of  the  contemporary  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Fairfield.* 

Therefore  these  wharves  became  stormcenters  with  the  oncom¬ 
ing  of  the  Revolution.  Angry  groups  gathered  as  each  ship 
arrived  with  fresh  and  newly  disquieting  reports,  supplemented 
by  news  brought  by  post  riders  galloping  down  from  King’s 
Highway. 

The  closing  of  Boston  harbor  directly  affected  the  livelihood  of 
every  seaman.  Stagnation  at  Boston  wharves  threatened  starva¬ 
tion  at  the  wharves  of  Black  Rock.  The  old  taverns  rang  with 
violent  discussion.  Men  high  in  the  colony  councils, — Thaddeus 
Burr,  Captain  Samuel  Squire,  Gold  Selleck  Silliman, — were 
eagerly  besought  for  authoritative  information.  Their  personal 
interests  hung  largely  in  the  balance,  as  landholders  and  wharf- 


*  Transfers  of  proprietorship  are  recorded  so  often  that  any  list  is 
incomplete.  We  note,  however,  in  addition  to  those  mentioned  as  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  Upper  Wharf,  these  others  who  kept  in  close  touch  with  sea- 
trade :  Col.  Abraham  Gold  and  his  brother,  Captain  Abel,  Moses  Jennings, 
Jonathan  Lewis,  Captain  Job  Bartram  and  his  brother  Barnabas,  Hezekiah 
Sturges,  Gershom  Burr,  Thaddeus  Burr,  Hezekiah  Fitch,  Dr.  Francis 
Forgue,  Samuel  Sturges,  Abel  Wheeler,  Samuel  Squire,  Jr.,  Samuel  Pen- 
field,  the  three  Sturges  brothers,  Captain  Barlow,  Captain  Benjamin,  and 
Captain  Gershom, — and  later  Peter  Perry  of  Mill  Plain,  John  S.  Wilson, 
Amos  Wilson,  Isaac  Marquand,  and  William  and  Rufus  Hoyt.  There 
were  many  others. — cf.  indices. 
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owners;  but  their  patriotism  turned  from  King  to  Colony,  and 
the  town  records  indicate  the  result  of  their  influence  in  Fairfield. 

The  year  after  Isaac  Jarvis  and  young  Joseph  Squire  marched 
from  Black  Rock  to  Lexington,  the  Connecticut  coast  was  fortified 
and  the  commissioning  of  privateersmen  in  effect. 

Fairfield  maintained  a  nightly  coast-patrol.  In  addition,  a  fort 
was  erected  on  Grovers  Hill  to  command  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor  and  protect  the  shipping  as  well  as  to  guard  the  Penfield 
mills  and  bakehouse  on  Ash  Creek,  which  were  supplying  bread 
to  the  new  army. 

In  February,  1776,  the  garrison  for  the  *Black  Rock  fort  was 
authorized  by  vote  of  the  Assembly  that : 

“twenty-five  able-bodied  men  be  raised  by  volunteer  enlistment  .... 
under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant  and  two  sergeants,  be  employed  in 
erecting  works  of  defense  ....  to  have  the  same  pay  and  wages  as  the 
army  near  Boston,  and  be  allowed  eightpence  per  day  for  their  provision 
and  support  during  said  term.” 

In  July,  Lieut.  John  Mills,  commander  at  the  fort,  was 

“to  receive  two  hundred  pounds  on  account  of  billeting,  premium  for 
guns  and  blankets,  and  first  month’s  pay  and  wages  for  his  men.” 

On  the  ninth  of  August,  it  was  voted  that : 

“The  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Fairfield  take  two  of  the  colony’s 
cannon  now  at  the  furnace  at  Salisbury  for  use  of  the  fort  at  Fairfield — 
one  twelve-pounder  and  one  eighteen-pounder,  if  such  may  be  had,  if 
not,  then  two  twelve-pounders,  and  also  one  ton  of  shot  suitable  for 
the  cannon  in  said  fort.” 

Apparently  the  eighteen  pounder  was  not  to  be  had,  for  we 
find  no  further  mention  of  it. 

The  next  appearance  of  the  fort  in  the  assembly  records  is 
dated  two  years  later  when  an  order  on  the  colony  treasurer  was 
granted  to  David  Squire  in  response  to  his  memorial  that : 

“On  or  about  21  March  1778,  he  being  sergeant  of  the  company 
stationed  at  Battery  Point,  and  in  actual  discharge  of  his  duty  in  ram¬ 
ming  a  shot  into  one  of  the  guns  by  the  battery,  the  cartridge  took  fire, 
by  means  whereof  he  lost  both  his  hands  and  was  otherwise  so  greatly 
wounded  and  hurt  as  to  lose  one  of  his  eyes.” 


*  This  fort  should  not  be  confused  with  Black  Rock  fort  near  New 
Haven,  nor  with  the  fortification  erected  on  Grovers  Hill  in  1812. 
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When  again  we  hear  of  the  firing  of  the  battery  guns  it  is  on 
the  historic  spring  night  in  1779  when  the  twelve-pounders  shat¬ 
tered  the  stillness,  rattled  the  village  windows,  and  awoke  the 
sleeping  townsfolk  who  rushed  out  to  learn  that  General  Silliman 
had  been  captured  at  his  house  on  Holland  Heights.  His  captors, 
landing  stealthily  at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  had  been  guided  up 
the  turnpike,  and  had  successfully  made  their  way  back  with  the 
captive  general  and  his  son.  The  party  was  safely  across  the 
break  in  the  beach  east  of  Fayerweather  Island  before  the  alarm 
could  be  sounded  from  the  battery. 

William  Wheeler  implies  that  his  cousin  and  neighbor,  Ezra 
Wheeler,  could  have  told  who  guided  the  British :  but  since 
Ezra’s  name  later  appears  as  a  member  of  the  battery  guard  it  is 
probable  that  if  the  rumor  had  any  foundation,  it  is  in  the  fact 
that  Ezra’s  brothers,  Josiah  and  Abraham  Wheeler,  were  recog¬ 
nized  Tories  and  later  had  their  property  confiscated  on  that 
account.  We  do  not  always  love  our  neighbors,  especially  in 
war-time.  Moreover  entries  in  the  Wheeler  Journal  are  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  age  and  the  emotions  of  the  journalist  at  the  time 
of  writing.  The  testimony  of  a  seventeen-year-old  must  be  read 
as  such,  and  not  as  the  judicial  report  of  an  unprejudiced  adult. 

However  we  may  discount  young  William  Wheeler’s  casual 
observations,  we  must  credit  him  fully  with  his  colorful  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  events  of  that  foggy  July  morning  when  the  British 
anchored  off  the  fort.  Young  William  had  gone  with  his  father 
to  drive  cattle  up  to  safer  Toilsome  Hill  pasturage.  He  hurried 
back  to  find  everyone  watching  from  the  summit  of  Grovers  Hill 
above  the  fort  the  manoeuvres  of  the  invading  parties.  The  boat¬ 
loads  at  Kenzie’s  Point  were  well  out  of  range,  but  the  British 
soldiers  rowing  in  to  the  mill-wharves  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek 
were  raked  by  shot  from  the  fort  as  the  fog  lifted.  So  hotly  was 
the  harbor  defended  that  after  burning  the  mills  and  bakehouse, 
as  well  as  the  Penfield  homestead  that  stood  back  of  them  on 
Paul’s  Neck,  the  British  came  no  nearer  to  Black  Rock  that  day, 
but  continued  their  destructive  march  north. 

The  next  morning  while  Fairfield  town  was  in  flames,  an  attack 
was  launched  against  the  fort.  Failing,  the  invaders  sailed  away, 
leaving  the  houses  and  shipping  at  the  harbor  secure. 
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The  historian  will  note  that  the  Wheeler  Journal  fails  to  men¬ 
tion  the  greater  battles  and  manoeuvres  of  the  Revolution.  Only 
local  skirmishes  are  chronicled.  This  makes  the  Journal  intensely 
human.  We  see  the  Revolution  entirely  through  the  eyes  of  a 
boy  in  a  Connecticut  village  by  the  Sound.  Military  matters 
(except  for  the  fort  and  the  two  British  invasions)  are  subordi¬ 
nated  wholly  to  obscure  naval  encounters.  William  Wheeler’s 
perspective  is  limited  to  events  within  his  own  hearing  or  vision. 

George  Washington’s  Revolution  was  very  different  from  Wil¬ 
liam  Wheeler’s  Revolution, — and  perhaps  not  much  more  impor¬ 
tant;  for  the  struggle  was  not  only  between  the  armies  in  the 
text-books.  The  result  was  determined  on  a  dozen  frontiers  by 
land  and  sea.  The  whaleboats  of  Caleb  Brewster,  the  forays  to 
Long  Island,  the  Tory  guerilla  warfare,  described  in  the  Journal, — 
all  weighed  heavily  in  the  final  balance.  The  history  of  Black 
Rock  epitomizes  the  tale  told  by  a  hundred  other  seaports, — of  a 
rebellion  successful  because  it  was  whole-souled.  George  Wash¬ 
ington’s  army  was  fed  on  bread  from  Fairfield  mills  and  those  of 
a  dozen  other  patriotic  towns,  while  British  supplies  were  inter¬ 
cepted  by  a  hundred  impudent  little  privateers.  Black  Rock 
harbor  was  a  detail  of  the  heroic  background  of  Yorktown. 


After  the  Revolution,  changes  came  to  Black  Rock,  as  pros¬ 
perity  increased.  Several  families,  burned  out  by  the  British 
invasion  of  Fairfield,  rebuilt  near  the  shore,  and  young  men  like 
Caleb  Brewster,  whose  domestic  plans  had  been  postponed  during 
their  patriotic  activities,  married  and  settled  down  by  the  wharves. 

The  bustle  along  the  harbor  continued  as  ship  after  ship  came 
into  port,  bringing  molasses  and  rum  from  the  West  Indies,  tea 
from  China,  and  news  from  everywhere.  Other  smaller  craft 
voyaged  along  the  coast,  putting  in  occasionally  for  supplies  and 
trading.  Boys  of  Black  Rock,  with  or  without  family  sanction, 
slipped  frequently  aboard  and  served  a  hard  but  joyful  apprentice¬ 
ship  at  sea.  In  1819,  of  less  than  one  hundred  inhabitants  of  the 
village,  men,  women,  and  children,  it  is  recorded  that  twenty-eight 
men  were  gone  as  sailors,  one-half  of  them  captains. 

Down  by  the  shore,  next  to  the  old  Middle  Wharf,  stood  a  tiny 
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house,  occupied  by  Wolcott  Chauncey,  his  wife,  and  their  nine 
children.  Three  of  the  boys  who  splashed  about  the  piers  of  the 
old  wharf  were  to  account  heroically  for  themselves  in  history. 

Isaac  Chauncey,  born  in  Black  Rock  in  1772,  went  to  sea  at 
thirteen,  and  when  nineteen  was  given  command  of  his  first  ship. 
He  rose  in  rank  rapidly,  served  in  the  navy  as  Captain  during  the 
war  with  Tripoli,  afterward  commanding  the  Brooklyn  Navy 
Yard  in  peace  time  and  the  Great  Lakes  from  1812  to  1816.  He 
was  awarded  a  sword  for  gallantry  in  action  and  is  one  of  the 
heroes  buried  in  the  National  Cemetery  at  Arlington.  His 
brothers,  Captain  Ichabod  Wolcot  Chauncey  and  Robert  Chauncey, 
also  served  loyally  in  the  Navy  during  the  early  years  of  the 
republic. 

As  it  was  during  the  Revolution  our  national  history  thereafter 
is  curiously  epitomized  in  the  life  of  this  little  village  by  the  sea. 

Our  first  three  wars  were  all  directly  caused  by  events  which 
affected  seafaring  Americans  and  shipping  interests  on  the  Atlantic 
coast. 

The  Port  Bill  and  the  closing  of  Boston  Harbor  forced  the 
issue  in  1774. 

Our  second  war — with  Tripoli — was  the  outcome  of  such  tales 
as  that  told  by  the  six  prisoners  in  1795  in  the  Wheeler  Journal. 

Our  third  war — in  1812 — resulted  from  British  impressment 
of  able-bodied  seamen,  continuous  since  the  days  of  young  Thomas 
Wheeler,  and  confirmed  by  anecdotes  such  as  the  Journal  entry  in 
1806  that: 

“At  this  time  came  2  letters  from  Mr.  Francis  Forgue,  now  on  board 
of  a  man-of-war  in  the  English  Channel — he  had  not  been  heard  of  in 
15  years." 

The  war  of  1812,  however,  began  with  no  such  popular  heroics 
as  those  of  1774-5.  Ship-owners  and  merchants  who  had  endured 
loss  until  the  fighting  word  was  given  at  Lexington,  murmured 
over  war  conditions  in  1812.  The  intervening  years  of  prosperity 
had  softened  their  lives,  while  party  dissension  had  affected  their 
economic  views.  Was  the  new  war  with  England  patriotic  or 
political  ? 

All  this  is  reflected  in  the  Journal  of  the  boy,  grown  forty  years 


The  Sarah  Jane,  built  at  the  Black  Rock  shipyards 

(From  the  original  oil  painting,  1853,  reproduced  by  courtesy  of  R.  W.  Bartram) 
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older  and  wiser.  There  is  no  enthusiasm  in  William  Wheeler’s 
record  of  1812-14, — only  such  sober  items  as : 

“Four  vessels,  nearly  100  tons  each,  lie  nose  by  nose  in  Brewster’s 
Cove  &  four  more  at  the  wharves,  useless  by  reason  of  the  war  .... 
This  foolish  &  unnecessary  War  goes  much  against  us — Gen.  William 
Hull  taken  &  this  week  news  of  400  killed  &  800  wounded  on  Lake 
Erie  by  the  British  &  Indians”  .... 

Even  the  glorious  exploits  of  his  erstwhile  neighbor,  Isaac 
Chauncy,  Commander  of  the  Great  Lakes,  escape  mention :  and 
it  is  about  this  time  that  the  manuscript  essays  begin  to  show  the 
pacifistic  trends  of  thought  which  continued  throughout  the  rest 
of  William  Wheeler’s  life. 

One  threatened  invasion  by  two  British  frigates  alarmed  Black 
Rock,  and  on  the  29th  of  August,  1814,  Thomas  Bartram  deeded 
to  Walter  Thorp,  Sullivan  Moulton,  Gershom  Sturges,  Abraham 
Benson,  James  Knap,  Abraham  G.  Jennings  and  Nathaniel  L. 
Green,  one  acre  of  land  on  Grovers  Hill 

“with  liberty  to  pass  &  repass  ....  and  said  land  is  expressly  sold  for 
the  purpose  of  defense  against  an  enemy,  either  in  fortification  or  other¬ 
wise  &  the  land  is  ever  to  be  held  for  that  use  in  time  of  war.” 

This  was  on  the  height  above  the  old  battery  site.  An  embank¬ 
ment  was  thrown  up  and  defensive  preparations  undertaken,  but 
the  war  ended,  the  site  was  abandoned,  and  the  vessels  locked  in 
the  harbor  by  the  embargo  were  released. 

The  silver  cloud  of  peace  was  darkly  lined,  however.  West 
India  produce  dropped  to  half-price.  There  was  a  trade  reaction 
after  the  war  from  which  small  shipping  never  entirely  recovered. 

Moreover,  as  Newfield  (now  Bridgeport)  harbor  on  the  east 
developed  in  rivalry  with  the  old  port  of  Fairfield,  there  was 
justice  in  Timothy  Dwight’s  observation  in  1822  that: 

“Notwithstanding  the  excellence  of  the  harbor  and  the  convenience 
which  it  furnishes  for  commerce,  Black  Rock  has  long  been  neglected.” 

He  adds : 

“Business  is  now  commencing  . .  with  a  fair  promise  of  success.” 

The  promise  was  never  fulfilled.  Presently  ships  that  always 
had  sailed  from  Black  Rock  wharves,  cleared  from  Bridgeport. 
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Black  Rock  sea-captains  were  promoted  to  larger  vessels  that 
docked  at  New  York,  Boston,  Providence,  and  Baltimore. 

Sporadic  industrial  and  business  ventures  mark  the  history  of 
Black  Rock  during  the  rest  of  the  century, — the  old  shipyard  con¬ 
tinued  to  serve  sloops  and  schooners :  a  wagon  shop  and  a 
cooperage  were  maintained  for  several  years.  The  wharves  still 
were  used. 

Manufacturing  developments  swung  Bridgeport  into  ever- 
increasing  prosperity,  however,  and  swept  prosperity  from  Fair- 
field  harbor.  When  in  1870  an  act  of  legislature  extended  the 
Bridgeport  boundary  to  Ash  Creek,  only  a  few  protesting  voices 
were  raised  in  Fairfield  town  meeting. 

Upon  the  old  lot  where  once  Thomas  Wheeler  settled,  a  turpen¬ 
tine  factory  reared  its  tall  chimney.  Near  the  site  of  the  old  fort 
on  Grovers  Hill,  a  summer  hotel  was  built.  These  in  their  turn 
have  passed.  Grovers  Hill  is  a  “residential  development,”  and 
the  upper  wharves  are  soon  to  be  included  in  the  plans  for  a  new 
boulevard  that  will  connect  Bridgeport  with  Black  Rock  across 
Fayerweather  Island. 

Black  Rock  is  no  longer  a  quiet  village,  no  longer  a  seaport, — * 
it  is  merely  a  “district,” — and  with  the  coming  of  the  boulevard, 
the  sentimental  historian  will  be  honked  at  sharply  or  advised  to 
park  elsewhere.  Meanwhile  we  have  a  few  leisurely  moments  to 
share  the  historic  past  with  William  Wheeler. 


•r*Z- r 


MOHCSTtAD  Of 
WILLIAM  WMCtUEK* 


Bwiur 


Schoolteacher,  Philosopher,  Diarist 

Had  William  Wheeler  been  born  in  eighteenth-century  London 
and  exposed  to  the  literary  vicissitudes  and  stimuli  of  the  period, 
he  might  have  become  another  Goldsmith.  His  career,  postponed 
a  century  and  a  half,  might  have  been  that  of  a  Walter  Winchell 
or  a  Franklin  P.  Adams. 

Accepting  him  as  he  actually  found  himself,  among  the  sur¬ 
roundings  which  he  was  to  chronicle,  we  discover  him  as  a 
delightful  diarist,  noting  from  his  boyhood  the  events  of  village 
life,  and  later  summing  up  his  meditations  in  a  series  of  amusing 
essays,  and  leaving  a  journal  historically  and  humanistically 
invaluable. 

He  was  born  July  12th,  1762,  the  second  child  and  elder  son  of 
Ichabod  and  Deborah  (Burr)  Wheeler.  Captain  Ichabod 
Wheeler  was  a  builder  of  ships  at  the  old  Upper  Wharf  in  Black 
Rock:  but  like  most  of  his  neighbors,  experienced  in  the  vagaries 
of  an  income  wrested  from  the  sea,  he  depended  for  the  support 
of  his  family  upon  the  farming  of  his  inherited  acres.  Upon  his 
farmlands  young  William  toiled,  early  and  late,  and  the  essay  upon 
Agriculture  which  he  wrote  in  after  years  is  no  amateurish 
dissertation,  but  a  practical  treatise. 

In  1780,  William  began  to  tutor  for  entrance  to  college,  and 
from  1781  to  1785  he  attended  Yale,  observant  and  critical.  His 
comment  upon  the  ultimate  value  of  his  college  training  is  terse 
and  strangely  prophetic  of  modern  educational  heresies. 

His  school-teaching  venture  in  Norfield  (now  Weston)  was 
punctuated  by  a  poignant  love  affair  with  an  unknown  damsel 
(the  asterisks  are  his  own).  Thereafter  he  returned  to  Black 
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Rock  and  in  1800  married  Rhoda  Parrit  (or  Parrott).  The  rest 
of  his  days  were  spent  in  his  simple  “saltbox”  next  his  father’s 
old  house. 

The  death  of  his  wife  in  1808  left  him  with  two  small  children, 
William,  who  was  to  survive  him,  and  a  daughter,  Eliza,  whose 
death  was  to  leave  her  father  heartbroken.  His  frequent  refer¬ 
ences  to  “E.”  as  his  companion  on  countryside  rambles,  and  entries 
made  in  her  handwriting  in  his  journals,  show  the  close  com¬ 
panionship  between  father  and  daughter  and  his  appreciation  of 
her  literary  ability.  His  tribute  to  her  (June  15,  1839)  is  masterly 
in  its  terse  sincerity.  He  lived  until  the  28th  of  January,  1845, 
continuing  to  enter  notes  in  the  Journal  within  two  months  of  his 
death,  although  the  last  entry  in  his  handwriting  (October  4th) 
shows  that  his  mind  was  weakened  by  age  and  illness.  The 
preceding  year — 1843 — when  he  was  eighty-one  years  old  he 

records  that  he  “filled  my  barn  with  hay  both  sides  . 

labour’d  every  day  myself  (per  favour)..”  Until  the  last  he 
continued  to  interest  himself  in  local  and  national  events. 

William  Wheeler  left  as  memorials  eleven  volumes  in  manu¬ 
script  which  narrowly  escaped  destruction  during  a  ruthless  New 
England  housecleaning,  but  were  rescued  by  Elizabeth  H.  Schenck. 
She  quoted  liberally  from  his  writings  in  her  “History  of  Fair- 
field,”  and  gave  the  books  to  the  Connecticut  State  Library  at 
Hartford,  where  they  are  available  to  the  persistent  antiquarian 
who  seeks  original  sources. 

It  is  from  these  half-forgotten  manuscripts  that  the  following 
pages  have  been  arranged. 

The  original  books  are  catalogued  inconsecutively  in  two  series. 
The  first  series — of  five  folio  volumes — include : 

Vol.  1.  Conclusion  of  Journal,  1839-1845,  with  an  insert  of  miscellaneous 
notes. 

Vol.  2.  Notes  on  Biblical  texts  and  sermon-essays. 

Vol.  3.  A  Journal  /  for  /  The  town  of  Fairfield  /  or  An  Exact  Sr  impartial 
Account/  of  the  most/  Material  Transactions  /  from  the  first  Settle¬ 
ment  thereof  /  till/  the/  Present  Time. 

(This  has  been  quoted,  almost  in  entirety.  The  date  of  the  last 
entry  is  1814.) 
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V ol.  4.  Miscellaneous  Notes,  including  a  dissertation  on  Old  Age  and 
Youth,  surprisingly  modern  in  style  and  content. 

Vol.  5.  Miscellaneous  Information,  jotted  down  at  different  times  and 
ranging  from  diseases  and  their  treatment  to  the  repairing  of  ships. 

The  six  smaller  volumes  of  Series  2  include: 

Vol.  1.  Diary  and  Journal  1740-1835,  repeating  much  of  the  detail  of  the 
larger  and  earlier  volume  and  carrying  the  record  forward.  The 
entries  in  this  book  are  annotated  by  Eliza  Wheeler. 

Vol.  2.  Wm.  Wheeler /  1825  /  Nov.  20/  Text  Book/  Close  Thinking  is 
the  foundation /  of  every  good  Action/ .  .Read  and  Understand. 

“ With  all  thy  gettings — Get  Wisdom ” — Solomon. 

This  volume,  planned  as  an  autobiography,  includes  an  amusing 
preface  and  ten  chapters :  Agriculture,  Collegian,  Schoolmaster,  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  Friendship,  Longevity,  Religious  Friends ,  Enemies, 
Religion,  Reading  Books. 

From  the  first  four  chapters  and  the  sketches  “In  Fairfield  Burial 
Ground”  is  drawn  much  of  the  material  used  to  supplement  Journal 
entries  in  the  succeeding  pages  of  this  book. 

Vol.  3.  A  continuation  of  similar  notes  on  various  subjects  especially  the 
horrors  of  war  and  the  benefits  of  peace. 

Vol.  4.  An  alphabetical,  biographical  notebook  which  soberly  includes 
within  one  page  entries  concerning  St.  Simon  Stylites,  Sir  Philip 
Sidney,  and  “Wm.  Smith  ( New  York ) — he  introduced  the  curiosities 
of  the  City  to  the  daughter,  E.  We  should  remember  the  favours 
shewn  to  our  children.” 

Vol.  5.  Wm.  Wheeler  Sen.  /  March  /  1831.  Miscellaneous  Notes. 

Vol.  6.  Hints — By  Wm.  Wheeler — 1833.  Notebook.  “Few  can  read 
much — None  can  read  every  author — Hence  the  necessity  of  this 
essence  of  Writing  all  that  is  written  in  this  Book  has  been  written 
before — it  is  somewhere — Why  then  look  till  you  find  it — But,  good 
Reader,  it  is  like  a  needle  in  a  haystack,  the  profit  will  not  compensate 
for  the  Search — 

“ But  Man  &  Woman  must  act  young,  consequently  must  act  igno¬ 
rantly — A  few  wish  to  know  the  right  way — for  these  I  write — whether 
zvell — Judge  ye.”  Quotations  and  notes  from  a  wide  scope  of  reading. 


There  is  something  of  Thoreau  in  William  Wheeler’s  intense 
concentration  upon  everyday  happenings,  and  his  application  of 
small  philosophies  to  a  large  plan  of  existence.  His  sense  of  pro¬ 
portion  is,  however,  more  rational  than  that  of  the  sage  of  Walden. 
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Thoreau  wrote  of  Massachusetts  hills  as  prototypes  of  the 
Himalayas.  William  Wheeler  saw  his  surroundings  always  as 
part  of  a  village  picture, — a  village  typical  of  every  such  village, 
never  going  far  abroad  for  comparisons  or  similes.  Although  he 
travelled  widely  in  his  reading,  he  was  content  to  consider  him¬ 
self  a  settled  farmer.  His  only  chronicled  voyage  occurred  in 
1789  on  one  of  the  many  ships  that  he  watched  for  eighty  years 
clearing  from  Black  Rock  harbor.  The  entry  is  in  Vol.  3, 
Series  1 : 


Dear  Correspondent 


Boston,  July  21st,  1789. 


The  gales  breathed  fair  as  night  spread  o’er 
We  danced  a  jig  on  the  floor 

Good  Rum’s  the  stuff, — with  plenty  on’t 
You’re  sure  no  other  props  to  want 
For  Custom’s  Law  has  long  since  been 
“Wash  well  the  Pot  e’er  meat’s  put  in — ” 


Holm’s  Hole  lies  in  the  Vineyard — Gayhead  so  named  from  the  red, 
white  &  yellow  oker  on  a  high  bank  seen  at  a  great  distance.  Tar- 
pawlin  Cove  lies  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Vineyard,  found  on  one 
of  the  Elizabeth  Islands  and  has  a  fine  pasture,  but  very  little  grain  or 
fruits  except  berries  of  which  there  is  abundance. 


Over  Wm.  Loring: 

“Loring  expird  in  prime  of  life 
And  left  this  humble  clay 
And  calmly  steerd  his  single  Boat 
To  yonder  world  of  Day — ” 


On  Monday  P.M.  loosing  Sails 
The  following  night  passd  o’er  the  Shoals 
With  trembling  light  of  Silver  Moon 
The  placid  face  of  Ocean  shone 
A  wrinkle  scarce  deformd  his  brow 
As  we  his  peaceful  bosom  plow 

And  scarce  the  soft  southwestern  gales 
Fill  the  white  expanding  sails 
But  tho  the  Cape  was  12  miles  off 
We  plainly  heard  the  thund’ring  Surf 

In  storms  the  waves  that  lash  the  strand 
Are  heard  near  40  miles  from  land 
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Next  morn  a  Grampus  whale  upheaves 
His  broad  black  back  from  seagreen  waves 
When  I  from  Larbord  side  of  Ship 
Some  shot  &  ball  at  him  let  slip 

Long  Wharf,  2000  feet  in  length  with  70  stores 

The  prospect  from  the  water  2  miles  long  with  300  sail  of  shipping. 

The  prospect  from  Beacon  hill  the  most  majestic  of  any  in  America 

Charleston  bridge  i  mile  long  40  feet  broad,  has  40  lamps,  built  in 
1787,  expence  15,000  pounds.  Toll  for  every  foot  passenger . 

It  will  be  noted  that  several  of  the  Journal  entries  written  in 
early  days  burst  spontaneously  into  poetry — or  at  least  into  rhyme. 
There  is  never  any  affectation  in  these  verses,  nor  are  they  set 
to  any  meticulous  measure.  They  are  part  of  the  continuous 
evidence  that  the  writer  enjoyed  his  Journal  so  happily  that  he 
used  it  as  an  emotional  outlet — sometimes  in  studied  prose,  some¬ 
times  in  expletive, — and  sometimes  in  random  conjecture. 

There  is  little  occasion  to  analyze  William  Wheeler’s  character, 
nor  to  subject  his  life  to  microscopic  observation.  He  regarded 
himself  in  the  light  in  which  he  doubtless  wished  posterity  to  view 
him — as  a  Connecticut  farmer  and  schoolteacher,  living  a  life 
typical  of  his  time, — not  wealthy  but  well  content. 

His  notebooks  were  not  ambitious.  His  humble  hope  was  to 
preserve  a  few  memoranda  of  the  days  in  which  he  lived  for  the 
information  of  later  generations.  This  he  did,  generously. 

His  succinct  rules  of  conduct  sum  up  his  character,  and  are  per¬ 
haps  the  most  fitting  introduction  to  his  Journal;  they  were  set 
down  in  1807  and  represent  the  utmost  of  his  ambition: 

1 —  Learn  that  Wisdom  and  Knowledge  lead  to  everything. 

2 —  Be  very  resolute  and  quick  in  what  you  have  undertaken  You  will 

observe  that  many  people  lose  a  thing  after  following  it  hard  for  a 
long  time  for  want  of  a  little  more  labour  to  make  it  secure. 

3 —  Keep  bad  company  ...  at  a  distance. 

Tell  me  with  whom  thou  goest 
And  I’ll  tell  thee  what  thou  doest. 

4 —  The  vices  of  the  mind  bear  an  exact  analogy  to  those  of  the  body,  by 

being  apt  to  relapse,  therefore  guard  well  against  the  vice  that  easily 
besets  you. 

A  certain  map  having  determined  in  the  morning  not  to  stop  at  a 
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tavern,  with  much  ado  mustered  resolution  enough  to  pass  by  but — 
after  having  got  past  he  stopt  and  exclaimd,  “Well  done,  Resolution — 
now  Resolution,  if  you  will  go  back  I  will  treat  you” — and  accordingly 
he  went  back.  Where  the  wall  is  weakest,  double  the  sentinels. 

5 —  Improve  your  Time  well.  If  you  love  life  do  not  waste  your  time,  for 

time  is  the  stuff  that  life  is  made  of. 

Read  diligently  . . . 

Associate  with  sensible  persons. 

Improve  the  Sabbath 

Avoid  low  pleasures,  foolish  trifles 

Avoid  low,  vicious,  &  idle  companions. 

Spend  no  more  time  in  Sleep  than  is  necessary 
Read  the  best  books. 

Meditate  on  what  you  have  read 

As  often  as  you  can,  exercise  your  mind  while  at  work  on  some 
useful  subject. 

Open  your  mind  to  some  sensible  friend  and  hear  without  prejudice 
their  reasons  for  or  against  your  Opinion.  The  mind  is  often  more 
impressed  with  speaking  on  a  Subject  ourselves  than  with  reading 
it  in  a  book. 

Be  resolute  in  determining  to  practise  what  you  find  to  do  your  duty. 

6 —  Keep  a  Journal  of  your  Life,  Observations  &  Experiences. 

7 —  Exercise  yourself  in  Composition. 

By  writing  on  any  subject  we  understand  it  better  than  if  we  only 
read  of  it. 

8 —  Speak  often  but  not  long  at  a  time.  One  of  the  English  writers  made 

it  a  rule  not  to  speak  more  than  ten  minutes  at  a  time  before  he  stopt 
to  hear  what  answer  would  be  made. 

9 —  Never  undertake  a  thing  of  which  you  have  not  well  considered  the  end. 

10 —  Remember  that  what  appears  at  first  sight  to  be  right  is  often  wrong. 

11 —  Be  always  grateful  for  favors  received  ...  And  that  will  be  the  most 

likely  way  to  obtain  more  . . 

12 —  Drink  not  too  much 

13 —  Be  prudent.  This  country  grows  more  &  more  extravagant  every  day 

and  you  will  be  apt  to  be  led  astray  by  extravagant  fashions  unless 
you  call  to  your  aid  all  the  reason  you  are  master  of.  If  you  are 
prudent  you  will  be  called  stingy, — but  remember  that  Industry, 
Wisdom,  or  Generosity  will  avail  you  nothing  without  Prudence. 
Do  the  most  good  you  can  with  the  least  expense. 

14 —  Be  religious. 


Facsimile  of  original  title  page  drawn  by  William  Wheeler  in  1780  for  his  Journal. 


The  Utility  of  Journals  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the 
following  Considerations, 

1st  They  Shew  the  Progress  of  Virtue  &  the  downfall  of  Vice 
&  the  Causes  that  have  contributed  to  either 

2d  From  what  has  happened  we  may  predict  what  will;  like 
Causes  produce  like  effects  &  40  years  are  generally  a 
Sample  of  the  whole  extent  of  Time — 

3d  By  knowing  the  Time  any  Transaction  happened  we  may 
exculpate  ourselves  from  any  Crime  falsely  Imputed. 

4th  By  knowing  the  Time  of  one  Event  we  may  guess  nearly  at 
others  that  were  Neighbours. 

5th  A  Journal  is  the  handmaid  of  Composition  teaching  us  to 
clothe  our  Ideas  with  proper  Expressions. — 

6th  A  great  assistant  to  Writing,  for  by  having  a  Book  in  a 
convenient  place  &  inserting  every  remarkable  Occurrence 
therein  the  hand  soon  gains  a  command  over  the  Pen. — 

7th  By  Observing  what  has  succeeded  we  find  what  means  will 
be  necessary  to  attain  the  end  we  are  in  quest  of. 

8th  By  Observing  the  Mistakes  of  others  we  mend  our  own. — 

9th  By  reading  a  Journal  we  live  as  it  were  our  Life  over  again 
&  are  contemporary  with  our  Ancestors  long  since  past  & 
gone  besides  an  inconceivable  number  of  other  benefits 
resulting  from  an  exact  &  well  chosen  relation  of  past 
Transactions. 


1630-1772 

[The  first  page  includes  genealogical  notes  on  the  Wheeler 
family ,  which  have  been  arranged  in  the  “Family  Index.”] 

The  first  Wheeler  that  came  into  America  settled  in  Con¬ 
cord  (Massachusetts)  about  the  year  1630.  He  had  several 
sons  &  one  of  them  came  to  Black  Rock  and  at  the  old  Lot 
built  a  stone  house  with  a  flat  roof  of  Plank  on  which  he 
mounted  two  four-pounders, — one  pointed  towards  the  Mouth 
of  the  Harbor  &  the  other  at  an  Indian  fort  situated  at  the 
head  of  the  harbor,  now  known  by  the  name  of  Old  Fort. 

This  place  the  Fairfield  Indians  had  built  for  their  defence 
against  some  of  the  interior  tribes  with  whom  they  were 
perpetually  at  War.  It  was  composed 
of  Palisades  joined  together  &  at  each 
corner  a  room  was  built  out  with  port¬ 
holes  like  the  following  figure : 

It  contained  about  an  acre  of  land  &  was  garrisoned  by 
about  200  Indians  fond  of  War  &  often  sollicking  the  Old 
Indian  for  leave  to  destroy  the  English.  Once  they  obtained 
it  on  condition  of  pulling  up  a  large  neighboring  White  Oak 
Tree — 

Well,  to  work  they  went  &  stript  off  its  branches,  but  still 
the  trunk  baffled  their  utmost  endeavours. 

“Thus”  says  the  Old  Sachem,  “will  be  the  end  of  your 
War — you  may  kill  some  of  their  papooses,  but  the  old  plaguey 
Stump  t’other  side  of  the  great  Waters  will  remain  &  send 
out  more  branches — ” 

It  happened  one  time  that  6  of  the  Mohawk  tribe,  being 
closely  pursued  by  the  Fairfield  Indians  were  secreted  by  one 
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of  the  Waklins  of  Stratfield  under  some  sheaves  of  Flax,  & 
being  directed  homewards,  were  the  occasion  of  the  long 
Amity  that  subsisted  between  that  tribe  and  the  English. — 

Many  remains  of  the  Indians  are  daily  discovered,  as  Stone 
arrows,  hatchets,  etc.  In  Greenfield  is  a  Samp  Mortar  made 
in  the  solid  rock,  containing  nearly  half  a  Bushel. 

A  pot  has  been  seen  in  Weston  of  Stone  &  a  stone  bottle 
was  found  very  curiously  made,  holding  about  half  a  pint, 
at  Black  Rock  some  years  since.  A  great  part  of  their 
food  seems  to  have  been  Oysters,  Clams  &c.  by  the  vast  beds 
of  Shells  that  are  frequently  dug  out  of  the  Earth. 

My  Grandfather  had  (I  learn  from  tradition,  there  being  no 
journals  left  of  those  times)  many  brothers  &  sisters,  14  in  all. 

Hannah,  the  youngest,  was  a  very  intelligent  person — 
about  18  years  of  age.  She  was  courted  &  expected  to  be 
married  to  Ringfield  a  Captain  of  a  ship  who  gave  her  a  gold 
ring,  3  pair  of  green  silk  stockings  &c,  but  he  being  gone  for 
so  long,  she  was  courted  &  married  by  Sam  Wheeler. 

On  the  day  of  their  marriage,  a  Ship  appearing  taken  for 
Ringfield  by  the  Bride,  she  burst  into  tears  &  declared  she 
would  not  be  married,  &  half  dressed  hid  in  a  hole  in  the  back 
kitchen  of  my  grandfather  who,  with  horsewhip  in  hand, 
dragged  her  out,  but  she  ran  around  him  as  he  attempted  to 
strike. — 

They  finally  concluded  to  dispatch  a  boat  to  see  who  com¬ 
manded  said  ship.  Finding  it  was  not  Ringfield  (who  was 
lost)  she  was  married,  but  never  could  the  Capt.  be  erased 
from  her  mind,  as  (I  am  told  by  a  person  who  was  eye  wit¬ 
ness)  she  used  frequently  at  75  years  of  age  to  weep  over 
his  presents. 


1740  &  1741 

was  the  Hard  Winter.  The  Ground,  covered  with  Snow  to 
the  tops  of  the  fences  for  40  days.  It  did  not  thaw  the  least 
on  the  sunny  side  of  the  House. 


Waklin,  original  form  of  present  Wakelee  and  Wakeley  name. 
Sergeant  Samuel  Wheeler  was  son  of  Deacon  Isaac  Wheeler. 
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A  snow  fell  about  the  middle  of  December  which  filled  the 
roads  &  buried  a  pair  of  Oxen  at  the  old  fort,  owned  by- 
Sam.  Gold.  They  were  found  by  their  breathing  holes.  The 
harbour  continued  frozen  from  that  time  till  the  middle  of 
May —  Capt.  Bostwick  &  Capt.  Dimon  were  loading  for  the 
West  Indies.  Dimon  saild  as  winter  set  in.  Bostwick  was 
ready,  but  delaying  one  night,  was  froze  in  &  had  to  cart  hay 
to  his  stock  for  3  months.  When  going  out  of  the  Sound, 
he  found  Dimon  returning. 

( From  sketch  of  Mrs.  Jonathan  Wheeler .)  She  was  remarkable  for 
storytelling.  In  her  father’s  days  she  said  the  Sound  was  froze  over 
and  her  father  went  half  way  to  Long  Island  when  it  began  to  break  up. 
He  being  an  active  man,  sprang  from  one  cake  to  another  till  he  got 
ashore.  It  used  to  be  so  cold  as  to  freeze  cattle’s  mouths  up  &  they 
would  have  to  get  a  teakettle  of  hot  water  to  thaw  them  out.  It  used 
in  winter  time  to  freeze  people’s  voices,  and  in  the  Spring  when  a  thaw 
came  there  would  be  all  kinds  of  noises  heard  in  the  air. 

1753 

In  June  &  July  the  bloody  Flux  raged  to  such  a  degree  that 
2  or  3  were  buried  in  Fairfield  daily  (of  the  dysentry) 


1758 

March  22 — Earthquake  in  New  England. 


1763 

The  dry  summer — begun  very  early — everything  parched  up — • 
Old  pasture  spring  dug. 


1767 

August — Two  Indians  were  whipt  &  stood  in  the  Pillory  for 
stealing  a  child  &  leaving  it  in  the  fields 


1768 

Isaac  Frazier,  a  noted  thief,  was  hung  at  Fairfield. 
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1771 

July — The  Lightning  struck  Stratfield  meetinghouse  &  killed 
uncle  John  Burr  &  ripped  open  the  Shoes  of  his  brother 
Ozias  that  stood  near  him  &  killed  likewise  David 
Sherman. 


1772 

March  7 — Snow  storm,  (this  month  seven  large  snow¬ 
storms — the  2nd  day  of  April  snow  higher  than  the 
fences. 

Sept.  2 — In  the  evening  2  black  clouds  appeared  in  the  South- 
West  &  North-West,  &  one  seemed  to  come  &  meet 
them  directly  over  Fairfield  from  the  North  East — at 
half  past  Eight  it  began  to  thunder  incessantly.  The 
flashes  of  Lightning,  which  seemed  to  set  the  room  in  a 
blaze,  were  about  a  minute’s  distance  from  each  other, 
accompanied  with  bursts  of  Thunder  like  the  whole 
broadside  of  a  Ship,  making  the  Earth  to  tremble  and 
at  the  same  time  lifting  one  of  our  family  from  the 
seat  at  the  side  of  the  house  onto  her  feet.  At  the  same 
time  the  room  was  filld  with  a  sulphurous  smell. 

(Struck  Abel  Wheeler’s  house  twice  and  his  signpost  once — 
It  was  a  tavern  where  much  vice  was  seen)  Abel 
Wheeler  got  up,  it  struck  him  down ;  then  they  all  stood 
up  &  were  struck  down — The  Lightning  ran  in  streams 
all  through  the  Rooms,  broke  all  the  lower  windows, 
but  hurt  none  of  the  people. 

Down  rushed  the  Rain,  impetuous  as  if  the  floodgates  of 
heaven  had  been  opened. 

Many  thought  it  was  the  World’s  last  Session  &  trembling 
sat,  expecting  every  Breath  to  be  the  last  for  3  long 
hours;  but  at  y2  past  11  it  ceased. 

They  all  agree  that  the  Storm  tonight  has  been  the  hardest 
one  that  e’er  this  Land  has  seen.  It  must  as  nigh  as 
we  could  guess  Strike  90  times  about  this  Place.  A 
Barn  was  struck  &  burnt  in  Town. 


Revolutionary  War 

“And  seald  is  now  each  life  that  could  have  told ”  Byron — Lara. 

I  have  always  regretted  that  I  did  not  keep  a  journal  of  the  War  which 
began  in  1775,  being  then  13  years  of  age,  whereas  I  began  to  write  1780. 
( Autobiographical  sketchbook,  from  which  indented  entries  are  quoted.) 


1774 

June — Boston  Port  shut  up — Connecticut  people  contributed 
for  their  relief. 


1775 

April  19 — War  between  Britain  &  America  began. 


1776 

Independency  declared. 


1777 

April  24 — Eighteen  Sail  landed  at  Compo  2,500  Men  who 
marched  up  thro  Greenfield  &  North  Fairfield  to  Dan¬ 
bury,  stayd  there  one  night,  destroyed  the  Stores  of 
Provision.  Our  people  collected  &  Gen.  Arnold  built  a 
breastwork  in  Ridgefield  &  with  250  men  stopt  the  whole 
army  for  15  minutes.  On  our  side  lost  Col.  Gould  &  a 
considerable  number  more  were  killed. 


I  perfectly  remember  the  expedition  of  the  enemy  to  Danbury  (1777) 
&  was  at  work  in  my  father’s  garden  when  our  people  met  them  at 
Ridgefield  where  a  temporary  breastwork  was  thrown  up  of  rails  & 
behind  which  250  patriots  were  posted  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
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Arnold  who  sustained  the  fire  of  the  whole  British  army  (2200  picked 
men)  for  15  minutes  till  the  flank  guards  came  round  the  corner  of  the 
house  that  stood  by  the  side  of  the  road  where  they  were  engaged — 
Arnold,  mounted  on  a  horse,  rode  up  to  the  breastwork  and  encouraged 
our  men  to  fight  until  his  horse  was  shot  dead  under  him — the  soldier 
that  shot  the  horse  running  to  take  Arnold,  he  while  dropping,  snatched 
his  pistol  from  the  holster  and  brought  him  to  the  ground  with  “Damn 
you,  take  that!" 

My  wife  had  a  greatuncle  (David  Patchin)  an  experienced  marks¬ 
man  at  shooting  pigeons  every  fall,  who  was  used  to  such  sport  as  this, 
having  been  in  the  old  French  war, — when  under  Abercrombie.  His 
righthand  man  (as  he  has  often  told  me)  was  shot  down  twice  in  one 
day  &  then  he  had  seven  shots  when  he  took  as  he  said  as  good  sight 
as  ever  he  did  at  pigeons, — the  last  time  at  one  that  came  round  the 
corner  of  the  house  about  3  rods  distance.  He  saw  him  drop,  &  then, 
under  cover  of  the  smoke  of  the  whole  volley  which  the  British  poured 
in  upon  them,  retreated,  &  when  that  left  him,  skulked  behind  a  rock 
where  the  balls  struck  spat!  spat!  spat!  in  the  manner  of  hail;  but 
soon  under  cover  of  more  smoke,  he  came  off  safely  . . . 

The  place  where  they  retreated  was  a  cleared  spot  through  an 
orchard, — no  cover — &  there  Col.  Gould  of  Fairfield  was  shot  &  was 
buried  next  day  with  the  honors  of  war,  three  volleys  being  fired  over 
his  grave  ...  (He  married  my  mother’s  sister.) 

The  firing  was  distinctly  heard  at  Black  Rock  from  Ridgefield  and 
caused  many  melancholy  sensations — 

Gen.  Wooster  endeavored  to  attack  them  in  their  rear,  but  his  men 
would  not  come  on,  &  there  he  was  killed,  being  near  70  years  of  age. 

“To  the  immortal  memory  of  the  Generals  Warren,  Montgomery, 
Mercer,  Herkimer,  Nash,  Wooster,  and  all  the  renowned  heroes  that 
ever  bled  &  died  in  the  defence  of  their  country” — was  a  toast  given 
about  that  time  that  is  now  fresh  in  my  memory. 


1779 

April  25 — A  boat  load  with  8  or  10  men  landed  against  Old  Fort  at 
the  head  of  Black  Rock  harbor  in  the  night  &  marched  up  to  Gen.  Silli- 
man’s  &  took  him  &  his  son  William  through  the  broken  place  in  the 
beach  to  Long  Island,  then  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  They  were 
piloted  by  one  of  our  own  (Tories).  As  they  passed  over  the  beach, 
the  old  12  pounders  at  the  battery  three  times  distinctly  in  a  calm  night 
made  the  windows  of  my  chamber  shake.  We  were  soon  out,  expecting 
the  next  moment  to  be  a  prisoner,  but  sending  to  the  battery  we  learned 
the  cause.  The  next  morning  the  tracks  of  8  men  were  discernible; 
2  traced  to  the  house  of  Ezra  Wheeler,  the  next  neighbor,  who  was 
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tried  for  life  before  Putnam  (then  cantoned  at  a  wood  in  Redding  for 
the  convenience  of  fuel  in  winter) — he  was  liberated. 

July  7  — At  7  in  the  morning,  the  fog  clearing  off,  the  enemy’s  fleet, 
just  returned  from  plundering  New  Haven,  appeared.  Three  guns 
announced  an  alarm — everyone  busy  in  moving  or  throwing  their  things 
out  of  doors.  About  11  o’clock  1,600  regular  troops  landed  at  the 
foot  of  the  bar  on  town  beach.  Isaac  Jarvis  commanded  the  battery  at 
the  point  of  Grover’s  Hill,  Black  Rock,  who,  as  soon  as  the  British 
turned  to  go  up  the  beach  lane,  fired  a  12-pounder  with  ball  &  grape- 
shot,  &  kept  it  going  till  it  was  so  hot  you  could  hardly  bear  your 
hand  thereon. 

As  they  approached  the  parade,  a  field  piece  let  go  a  ball  &  grapes 
through  them. 

I  was  at  that  time  on  Toilsome  Hill,  having  been  just  above  with 
my  father  to  drive  cattle  to  our  woodland,  to  keep  them  from  the  enemy. 
As  we  arrived  at  Black  Rock,  it  was  with  no  pleasant  sensation  we 
heard  the  firing  back  towards  Barlow’s-plain,  &  seemed  to  be  in  danger 
of  being  hemmed  in — this,  however,  we  prevented  by  taking  the  upper 
bridge. 

Black  Rock  people  soon  assembled  on  Grover’s  hill,  among  whom 
were  several  females,  where  we  could  see  the  enemy  marching  up.  A 
continual  cracking  from  near  Round-hill  was  kept  up  the  remainder  of 
the  afternoon  &  sometimes  from  a  field-piece. 

The  first  building  that  appeared  on  fire  was  the  guard-house  at 
Kenzy’s  point;  next  one  at  Barlow’s  plain.  You  might  from  Black 
Rock  see  the  fire  shine  through  the  windows  &  presently  the  fire  on 
the  outside. 

At  night  the  British  placed  guards  round  the  town  which 
were  plainly  seen  by  the  burning  houses, — while  many  a 
column  of  Fire  from  the  flaming  buildings  &  frequent 
flashes  of  Lightning  from  a  western  cloud  with  dis¬ 
charges  of  cannon  &  musquetry  formed  a  Prospect  the 
most  Gloomy  &  comfortless  imaginable  to  the  poor 
inhabitants  who,  many  of  them  sheltered  only  by  the 
Canopy  of  Heaven,  without  a  second  Suit  to  their  backs, 
or  a  Penny  in  their  Purse,  beholding  from  a  Distance 
the  fruit  of  all  their  toil  &  labor  expiring  in  a  Cloud  of 
smoke  &  cinders. 


April  25 — Ezra  Wheeler’s  brothers  Josiah  and  Abraham,  as  Tories,  had  their  estates 
confiscated  subsequently,  but  Ezra  Wheeler  remained  in  Black  Rock  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  battery  guard  in  1779. 
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The  town  burnt  all  night — a  cloud  seemed  to  remain  fixed  in  the 
west,  from  which  issued  frequent  flashes  of  lightning;  this,  joined  to 
many  a  column  from  the  flaming  buildings  &  frequent  discharges  of 
cannon  &  musketry  on  the  British  guard  placed  around  the  town;  the 
poor  inhabitants,  with  no  shelter,  with  no  clothing  but  what  they  had 
on;  wives  separated  from  their  husbands  &  exposed  to  the  indecencies 
of  an  infuriated  soldiery,  rendered  truly  diabolical  by  the  spirits  they 
found  in  plenty  in  the  town, — formed  a  scene  altogether  so  shocking 
that  Fairfield  will  never  see  again,  nor  her  present  silken  sons  & 
daughters  can  form  any  conception  of. 

There  were  some  instances  of  great  bravery  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Fairfield.  A  Mr.  Tucker  fired  from  his  shop  on  the  parade  at  the 
whole  army  only  a  few  rods  distant,  &  was  wounded  by  them  in  the 
shoulder  &  taken  prisoner.  Mr.  Parsons  fired  from  a  chamber  into 
the  road  &  killed  a  British  officer;  then  running  out  the  back  door 
made  his  escape.  The  enemy  coming  into  the  house,  found  an  old  negro 
bed-ridden;  they  said  it  was  him,  he  declared  it  was  not;  they  put 
the  bayonet  into  him  &  burnt  the  house,  next  day  my  brother  saw  him 
about  half  burnt  up  &  a  beam  lying  on  him. 

Parsons,  after  this  taking  a  prisoner,  was  conducting  him  away  when 
he  was  taken  prisoner  himself. 

Joseph  Gold,  a  very  old  man  &  feeble,  going  off,  stopped  at  a  spring 
to  drink ;  they  commanded  him  to  stop ;  he  would  not ;  they  shot  him. 

Several  women  stayed  in  town  to  save  their  houses ;  but  were  so 
frighted,  they  said  they  would  never  again  stay. 

Jonathan  Bulkley,  living  on  the  Green,  stayed,  got  a  protection  from 
General  Tryon  &  saved  his  house  &  three  adjoining  houses. 

July  8 — A  Row-Galley,  mounting  an  18-pounder  of  brass,  lay  I  of  a 
mile  from  the  Battery,  &  fired  upon  it,  sending  some  shot  over  the  hill; 
&  the  Battery  firing  on  them,  &  hallooing  with  a  speaking  trumpet  to 
turn  their  broadside  towards  them  &  they  would  give  it  to  them. 

Isaac  Jarvis  commanded  at  the  Battery.  Had  he  been  a  coward,  10 
more  houses  would  have  been  burnt;  Squire’s,  Burr’s,  Silliman’s,  Hol- 
bertons,  Fowler’s,  Chauncy’s,  Widow  Wheeler’s,  Ichabod  Wheeler’s, 
E.  Wheeler’s,  Bartrams. 

About  noon  the  enemy  returned  on  board  at  Kenzy’s  Point,  &  were 
pursued  through  the  burning  houses  by  enraged  inhabitants,  and  at 
Sandy  Lane  the  roar  of  the  small  arms  was  continued  like  the  roll  of 
a  drum. 

Our  people  would  have  paid  them  as  they  were  embarking,  had  they 
not  levelled  all  the  stone  walls  near  the  shore  where  our  men  might 
get  behind,  &  drew  up  their  armed  vessels  to  keep  off  the  Americans. 

It  is  said  the  Fairfield  people  fought  much  better  than  they  did  at 
New  Haven  or  Norwalk,  which  was  burnt  soon  after. 

About  40  of  the  enemy  were  found  dead  &  8  or  10  of  ours.  No  doubt 


Map  of  Fairfield,  1779 


FAIRFIELD  IN 
CONNECTICUT 

Jwjuy  7-,  17  7  9 


5oo  f<st>1r. 


When  the  British  burned  F airfield  this  map  was  made  for  or  by  Lieutenant 
Lawru  of  the  invading  army, — hence  the  military  accuracy  of  the  details  of  gun- 
range  and  position  of  troops, — and  hence  also  the  many  inaccuracies  in  the  topog¬ 
raphy  of  the  hinterland — unfamiliar,  of  course  to  a  British  observer. 

This  manuscript  map  is  reproduced  by  courtesy  of  Louis  F.  Middlebrook,  author, 
and  of  The  Essex  Institute,  publisher,  from  “Maritime  Connecticut  in  the  American 
Revolution,  1775-1783.” 
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many  were  wounded  &  carried  off  with  them,  for  about  a  fortnight 
after,  when  on  guard  at  the  point,  I  observed  the  remains  of  one  washed 
out  of  the  sand  where  they  had  buried  him. 

Eighty  dwelling-houses,  besides  barns,  stores,  etc.  were  consumed. 
A  Presbyterian  meeting-house,  Episcopalian  Church  &  a  Court-house, 
Green’s  Farms  with  their  meeting-house,  &  Mill  River  (Village)  were 
burnt  at  the  same  time. 

Eleven  houses  were  left  standing,  some  of  them  extinguished  by  our 
people  who  followed  close  at  the  heels  of  the  English,  &  afforded  a 
refuge  to  the  poor  inhabitants  from  a  hard  succeeding  winter,  the 
most  terrible  but  one  (1740)  ever  seen  since  the  settlement  of  New 
England. 

The  severe  cold  quieted  in  some  measure  our  fears  from  an  attack, 
&  made  the  enemy  in  New  York  tremble  in  their  turn  for  fear  our  men 
should  march  on  the  ice  &  attack  them — &  affording  us  a  long  season  of 
excellent  sleighing. 

Thus  graciously  did  a  kind  Providence  favour  &  defend  us  from  an 
unrelenting  foe,  till  they  were  tired  out  by  the  contest. 

The  Sabbath  after,  Mr.  Eliot  preached  (from  ‘Our  holy  &  our  beauti¬ 
ful  house,  where  our  fathers  praised  thee,  is  burned  up  with  fire;  and 
all  our  pleasant  things  are  laid  waste’)  at  Holland  Hill*  where  Fairfield 
people  assembled,  not  daring  to  meet  near  the  shore  for  fear  of  being 
taken  prisoners,  so  fearful  were  they — &  long  after,  they  could  hardly 
sleep  in  their  beds. 

My  father  had  a  place  for  his  silver  tankard  &  some  silver  therein, 
in  a  stonewall.  Many  a  time  he  has  gone  in  a  dark  night  with  his 
gun  to  see  if  no  enemy’s  boat  came  over  the  beach. 

Sometimes  very  few  guards  at  the  Battery  or  anywhere  else.  Strange 
that  the  enemy  did  not  burn  us  in  the  four  long  years  that  the  war 
lasted  after  this  time.  I  listed  as  a  soldier  in  the  Guard  (Upper 
Wharf)  from  May  16th  till  July  7th,  when  Fairfield  was  burnt,  being 
16  years  of  age.  We  had  a  double  fortified  3  pounder,  which  sent  a  shot 
over  a  boat  of  the  enemy’s,  sounding  at  the  broken  place  of  the  beach.” 

About  a  fortnight  after  the  Fire,  I  was  drafted  to  go  upon 
Guard  a  fortnight  in  town.  We  kept  Guard  upon  the 
Beach  &  Kinsey’s  point, — 3  sentrys  at  each  place.  One 
night  as  we  were  on  Guard,  we  heard  a  Boat  row,  & 

*  William  Wheeler’s  recollection  seems  here  at  variance  with  the  Parish  register 
which  states  that  the  church  service  of  July  11th  after  the  burning  of  Fairfield  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Deacon  Bulkley — which  was  one  of  the  few  houses  near  the  Green 
left  standing.  Services  on  subsequent  Sundays  were  held  at  Deodate  Silliman’s  and 
other  houses. 

July  8 — The  silver  tankard,  hidden  by  Captain  Ichabod  Wheeler,  is  now  in  the  collection 
of  the  Historical  Society  in  Fairfield. 
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ran  to  the  Shore  &  lay  on  the  Beach  ready  for  them,  but 
it  went  to  Greens  Farms  &  landed  there.  News  soon 
come  to  Town  and  as  they  fird  the  Cannon  to  make  an 
alarm,  one  poor  fellow  was  so  affrighted  that  he  dropt 
down. 

Alarms  almost  every  night,  some  of  them  false.  With  driving 
away  our  cattle  &  carting  away  furniture  occupied  us 
the  rest  part  of  the  year.  One  morning  we  saw  30  ships 
off  the  Harbor. 


1780 

Jan. — A  vast  quantity  of  light  snow  fell  &  a  strong  N.W. 
Wind  blew  it  incessantly  for  3  or  4  days  thicker  than  a 
snow  storm  &  drifted  so  hard  that  sleds,  loaded,  came 
over  the  tops  of  the  fences. 

The  Harbor  was  froze  so  hard  that  loads  of  wood  went  on  the 
Channel,  the  Ice  being  %  foot  thick. 

Capt.  Parks  cut  out  from  the  upper  Wharf  in  14  days.  Ducks, 
Geese,  &c  laid  out  on  the  land.  Joseph  Bartram  came 
across  the  Sound  at  Whitestone  after  his  escape  from 
the  old  Jersey  Prison  Ship. 

The  winter  of  1780  was  much  the  severest  that  had  occurred  in  40 
years,  the  Snow  filled  the  roads  from  side  to  side,  &  the  air  was  pro¬ 
portionately  keen.  In  one  of  the  coldest  nights  of  that  dreary  winter, 
7  captives  having  got  out  of  the  Ship  (one  of  them,  Ebenezer  Bartram, 
our  neighbor,  had  his  toes  frozen)  waited  on  the  ice  for  about  40  more. 
They  not  coming,  they  took  to  their  heels,  amidst  a  shower  of  bullets 
which  were  fird  from  the  surrounding  guardships,  &  made  for  the 
land. 

When  they  arrived  on  Long  Island  they  came  to  a  house  where  they 
were  dancing  &  went  in. 

A  British  officer  present  sent  off  for  a  guard  to  secure  them  &  placed 
himself  at  the  door  to  obstruct  their  retreat,  but  their  comrade,  a  huge 
Irishman,  with  one  blow  felled  him  to  the  floor. 

They  then  set  off  in  the  night  once  more,  but  the  air  was  so  extremely 
piercing,  sad  necessity  obliged  them  to  stop  at  another  house  where 
only  an  old  man  &  his  wife  occupied  the  fire.  To  this  they  made  directly 


The  name  Joseph  Bartram  may  be  mistaken  for  Ebenezer,  his  brother;  cf.  following  note 
and  entry,  1781. 
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without  ceremony.  The  inhabitants  were  shy,  but  when  they  got  warm, 
the  Americans  told  them  they  were  going  to  New  York. 

“No”  said  the  old  man,  “I  know  who  you  are, — you  are  prisoners 
from  the  ship,  but  fear  nothing.  The  officer  you  saw  has  gone  for  a 
guard,  but  cannot  be  back  in  two  hours, — have  something  to  eat.” 

Having  partook  of  some  refreshment,  he  piloted  them  to  a  Stack 
where  they  staid  till  the  search  was  over,  and  then  retired  to  a  Barn 
where  the  Old  man  fed  them  all  next  day,  &  the  succeeding  night  sent 
his  son  to  show  them  where  they  could  cross  the  Sound  which  they 
did,  steering  by  the  stars — 

They  never  could  hear  of  their  friend  the  Old  man  afterwards,  whom 
it  would  have  delighted  them  to  reward. 

While  in  Prison,  their  allowance  was  scarce  enough  to  keep  body  & 
soul  together — their  bedclothing  was  so  scant  that  onehalf  had  to 
walk  in  their  shirts  while  the  rest  slept,  &  those  that  were  delicate 
perished.  In  those  long  &  dismal  nights  they  were  enveloped  in  total 
darkness,  being  allowed  no  candles. 

(Related  to  me  by  T.  Bartram,  brother  of  the  Captain.) 

March  18 — Capt.  Fry  &  Lieut.  Willard  &  twenty  soldiers 
went  to  Town,  having  been  here  46  days.  (Garrison  of 
the  Fort.) 

March  27 — I  begun  to  study  Latin  Grammar  with  Mr.  Eliot. 
I  began  my  studies  &  so  large  a  portion  of  the  town  consumed,  the 
Cats  &  Rats  took  to  the  houses  that  remained  in  great  numbers.  Our 
master  put  down  his  hand  to  stroke  one  of  the  rats,  thinking  him  to  be 
poor  Horace,  his  favorite  dog. 

When  the  town  was  burnt,  some  were  for  dismissing  their  Pastor 
that  they  could  not  pay  him,  but  he  courageously  told  them  that  he 
would  continue  with  them  even  if  they  gave  him  nothing. 

He  was  a  fine  scholar  in  the  Latin  tongue  and  a  very  social  &  merry 
in  company — his  salary  was  420  dollars  per  Annum. 

(This  Year  there  was  not  any  Rain  from  the  19th  of  May  till 
the  7th  of  August.) 

April  21 — Taking  up  a  Crib,  we  killd  50  Rats. 

May  19 — Dark  Day — Candles  were  lighted,  &  fowls  went  to 
roost.  The  Darkness  was  greater  to  the  Eastward  & 
less  to  the  Westward.  The  Clouds  appeared  of  a  yellow 
colour  like  brass. 

July  16 — Capt.  Whitney’s  Vessel  was  carried  off  from  Mill 
River  &  himself  murdered  coming  out  of  the  Cabbin. 
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Capt.  (Nehemiah)  Whitney  at  Mill  River  was  sleeping  unsuspiciously 
in  his  Cabin.  Hearing  a  noise  on  deck  &  coming  up,  he  was  knocked 
down  &  killed.  This,  though  a  slight  affair  contributed  to  keep  up 
that  continued  state  of  fear  &  alarm  which  lasted  (excepting  the  hard 
winter)  for  several  years.  What  increased  the  danger  more  was  a 
number  of  Tories  from  every  town  who  could  pilot  (and  often  did) 
the  enemy  into  every  place  they  pleased  to  come. 

Newtown  was  more  particularly  famous  for  these  wretches, — the 
Whigs  from  Fairfield  went  &  took  their  fowls  &  turkeys  by  force 
(in  a  mob)  &  brought  them  home. 

Greenfield  Hill  was  a  place  among  others  where  a  Liberty  Pole  was 
set  up  &  the  throng  drank  confusion  to  King  George  &  hurra  for 
Liberty ! 

The  Tories  by  night  cut  it  down — The  Whigs  set  it  up  again  & 
plated  it  with  iron  as  high  as  they  could  reach,  but  the  Tories  with  a 
ladder  sawed  it  off  above  the  plates. 

Aug.  17 — Capt.  (Caleb)  Brewster  returned  from  one  of  his 
customary  cruises  &  brought  news  that  they  had  killed 
Gorham  Smith  of  a  party  that  attempted  to  take  their 
Boats  &  lost  one  of  their  own  taken  prisoner. 

About  this  time  a  large  number  of  Privateers  from  4  to  12 
Guns  of  the  Enemy’s  &  ours  are  cruising  in  the  Sound  & 
take  almost  every  unarmd  Vessel  that  enters  it — and 
when  opportunity  offers,  plunder  on  both  sides — 

It  was  customary  for  the  enemy  to  come  from  L.  Island  in  Whaleboats 
(sharp  at  each  end  and  manned  with  8  to  10  oars)  These,  under  cover 
of  night,  might  be  drawn  up  into  some  unfrequented  nook  while  the 
rascals  plundered  &  if  pursued  they  could  crawl  off  &  soon  be  out  of 
gunshot.  Sometimes  they  would  bring  British  goods  and  among  them 
a  species  of  velvet  called  Corduroy,  from  which  this  was  long  called 
the  Corduroy  trade. 

Captain  Caleb  Brewster  of  Black  Rock  with  3  whale-boats  about 
midway  of  the  Sound  against  Fairfield,  met  3  of  the  enemy’s  boats, 
when  an  engagement  commenced.  The  boat  that  opposed  Brewster 
had  a  small  piece  &  was  leeward;  there  was  a  fresh  gale  &  Brewster 
reserving  his  fire  till  within  8  or  10  rods  of  Hoyt,  poured  in  a  broadside 
&  then  another  &  boarded;  there  was  a  large  Irishman  in  the  enemy’s 
boat,  who  walked  several  times  fore  and  aft,  brandishing  his  broad¬ 
sword  till  Hasselton,  a  mighty  fellow  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
snatched  it  from  him  &  cut  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear ;  he  died 
immediately. 
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Capt.  Brewster  being  wounded  was  several  times  struck  on  the  back 
with  the  steel  rammer  of  a  gun  by  Hoyt.  On  board  of  Hoyt’s  boat  all 
but  one  were  killed  or  wounded.  In  Brewster’s  boat  4  were  wounded — 
one  (Judson  Sturges)  mortally. 

Another  of  our  boats  had  a  swivel  (gun)  which  killed  2  men  at  one 
shot  in  another  of  the  enemy’s  boats  &  they  immediately  surrendered: 
the  enemy’s  third  boat  escaped. 

Capt.  Brewster  was  also  at  the  capture  of  Thomas,  who  commanded 
a  privateer  of  the  enemy  mounting  14  guns,  &  manned  with  35  men. 
Our  vessel  had  about  70  men.  The  enemy  hailed  &  ordered  them  to 
bring  to. 

“Aye,  aye,  presently.” 

“Bring  to,  I  say.” 

‘Aye,  aye,” — and  running  their  bowsprit  across  them  about  amid¬ 
ships,  the  sailing  master,  Hezekiah  Gold  exclaimed,  “Strike,  strike, 
damn  you,  or  I’ll  sink  you  to  hell!” 

Of  the  enemy  9  were  killed  &  5  wounded,  not  one  of  ours  was  hurt; 
they  were  taken  off  Stratford-point  &  carried  into  Black  Rock;  they 
had  taken  2  row-boats  bearing  the  Continental  flag  that  morning  &  had 
the  men  in  their  hold.  *  m* 

l±b2747 


Sept.  27 — The  Sun  appeared  like  a  Gold  Ring. 

Oct.  29 — 2  Rainbows  appeared  in  a  Cloud  &  those  vanishing 
2  more  appeard. — 

Nov.  21 — 8  boats  &  100  men  under  Major  Talmadge  went  to 
Long  Island. 

Nov.  23 — Returnd,  having  burnt  400  tons  of  hay,  took  a  fort 
with  50  men  &  got  some  plunder. 

Nov.  28 — Came  to  Mill  River  20  Men — took  3  sheep  &  an  Ox 
&  cut  the  throats  of  2  more  which  they  left. 

Dec.  9 — 60  Men  landed  at  Compo — The  mail  was  taken  from 
Stratfield. 


1781 

Feb.  1 — A  Boat  of  the  Enemy’s  dragged  across  the  Beach. 

Feb.  18 — A  Boat  came  to  Mill  River  &  took  2  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  Prisoners,  but  2  more  Boats  coming  in,  they  left 
theirs  &  ran  into  the  woods,  &  the  People  from  Town 
went  down  &  took  Samll  Osborn  &  another. 

March  1 — This  week  the  Enemy  burnt  2  houses  &  a  Barn, — 
one  of  them  belonged  to  Dr.  Hill. 
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March  4 — They  burnt  2  tide  mills  on  Mill  River  belonging  to 
the  Perrys,  their  party  consisted  of  30  in  4  boats. 

March  18 — Men  on  Long  Beach  saw  a  Boat  with  something 
pild  up  like  goods  &  fird  3  rounds. 

March  22 — A  Boat  came  to  Mill  River  &  plundered  2  houses 
&  took  2  prisoners. 

March  26 — Eben  Bartram  Junr.  came  in  a  flag  from  the 
Prison  Ship  at  New  York. 

April  18 — Capt.  Slater  fell  in  with  7  of  the  Enemy’s  whale¬ 
boats.  He  fird  at  them  (&  they  at  him)  with  6  men  & 
2  swivels  till  he  got  into  Newfield.  The  guards  at  the 
upper  Wharf  fird  upon  the  Boats  twice  with  the  Cannon 
when  they  went  off. 

May  16 — 2  of  the  enemy’s  Brigs  drove  Capt.  Sturges  in  & 
went  off  by  Stratford  Point,  fird  ashore  &  killd  Cattle, — 
went  to  Mill  River  &  took  off  37  sheep  &  15  lambs  of 
Thaddeus  Burr’s  at  Kinsey’s  point,  with  4  horses.  4  of 
our  people  collected  &  fird  upon  them  as  they  went  off 
&  they  left  7  cattle  dead  on  the  shore. 

May  31 — At  Daybreak,  4  of  the  ‘Enemy’s  armed  Vessels 
landed  at  Compo  200  (men)  where  they  drove  on  board 
a  number  of  Cattle,  Sheep  &  Swine,  &  burnt  the  Guard 
House.  Our  folks  drove  them  off  at  noon  with  the  loss 
of  one  man  killed  &  2  wounded. 

June  27 — Near  this  time  a  great  number  of  Whale  Boats  go 
to  Long  Island  to  plunder. 

July  11-3  French  frigates, — one  of  them  44  Guns,  &  a  Brig, 
&  a  Sloop  came  off  against  this  Harbor,  got  some  pilots 
&  went  to  Long  Island. 

July  12 — They  returned,  having  effected  nothing. 

Aug.  25 — 2  Sloops  &  a  Brig  having  taken  a  Guard  at  West 
Haven,  coming  off  by  Stratford  point,  the  Brig  overset 
and  the  Hatches  being  open,  immediately  sunk — 2  of 
the  Prisoners  were  drowned  with  some  of  the  hands. 
Capt.  David  Hawley  took  her  Shrouds  &  rigging  off — 


March  26 — Ebenezer  Bartram,  Jr. — cf.  entry,  1780. 
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her  Masts  were  seen  some  time  at  low  water  till  an 
easterly  storm  took  them  away — 

The  two  prisoners  drove  ashore  about  9  days  after,  near  the 
place  where  they  were  captured. 

Sept.  1 — A  great  flight  of  pigeons — 30  dozen  taken  at  once. 
Nov.  6 — Off  “The  Cows”  a  vessel  upset — 6  men  drowned. 
Dec.  7 — A  Schooner  concernd  in  illicit  trade  came  in — Capt. 
Jarvis  made  her  a  prize. 


1782 

Jan.  31 — 19  Slays  came  at  once  to  trade.  Salt  is  4  Dollars  a 
Bushel. 

March — 7  persons  went  from  Black  Rock  to  Inoculation. 

May  1 — A  privateer  of  8  guns  takes  many  Vessels  on  this 
shore — Capt.  Hobby  stove  his  Vessel. 

May  14 — David  Patching  house  struck. 

June  24 — Mr.  Edwards’  wife  drowned.  Capt.  Parks  with  10 
Guns  &  21  men  fird  at  a  boat  with  10  men — it  is  thought 
they  killed  most  of  them — off  Black  Rock. 

Let  the  noise  of  War  no  more  be  nam’d 
There  is  a  Peace  once  more  proclaim’d. 


Four  Years  at  Yale 
1781-1785 

After  17  months’  preparatory  discipline  (4  books  of  Virgil,  4  of 
Tullys  Orations  in  Latin,  &  four  evangelists  in  Greek,  being  then 
required)  I  entered  Yale  with  about  100  men — being  the  largest  class 
that  at  that  time  ever  entered — in  the  year  1781,  under  the  administration 
of  Ezra  Stiles,  S.T.D.,  an  aged  man,  who  when  abroad  wore  a  large 
white  wig,  &  used  an  eyeglass,  being  near-sighted. 

Him  to  honor  (raining  or  not)  we  must  never  approach  nearer 
than  ten  rods  without  pulling  off  our  hats ;  &  five  rods  for  a  tutor. 

The  first  year  after  entrance  they  are  called  Freshmen — Second  year 
Sophomores — Third  Year  Juniors — Fourth  year  Seniors.  After  four 
years  they  take  the  first  degree  A.B.  or  Bachelor  of  Arts — sometime 
after  they  take  the  second  degree  A.M.  or  Master  of  Arts. 

If  a  scholar  be  absent  from  prayers,  which  commence  at  the  ringing 
of  the  bell  morning  &  evening  at  six  o’clock,  non  audivi  campanum, 
habui  amicnm,  or  habni  special  negotiant — which  is  received  as  an 
excuse  if  it  does  not  occur  too  often — if  it  does,  he  is  fined. 

They  recite  three  lessons  a  day  at  morning,  noon  &  evening. 

At  meal  time  in  the  morning  everyone  at  the  ringing  of  the  bell  runs 
with  a  tea  dish — at  noon  with  a  knife  &  fork,  &  at  supper  with  a 
spoon.  Their  food  is  often  indifferent,  but  cheap  (then)  only  $1.25  a 
week. 

Their  hours  of  relaxation  are  from  6  till  9,  from  12  till  2,  &  from 
5  to  6. 

There  are  three  weeks’  vacation  in  January — 3  weeks  in  May — &  six 
beginning  in  September.  Each  room  in  College  is  furnished  with 
two  studios — (or  closets)  where  the  students  keep  their  books  & 
pursue  their  studies. 

And  as  every  place  furnished  some  temptation,  there  is  always  some 
female  of  easy  virtue  in  Town  that  the  Scholars  are  acquainted  with. 
At  the  period  of  my  residence  there  was  two — Mima  Wedger  &  Sal 
Umberfield. 

Mima  was  about  15,  well  looking,  small  &  a  good  figure — I  have 
often  heard  her  from  her  window  as  I  passed  on  to  College  from  the 
long  wharf. 

Sal  was  a  tall  brunette — the  Scholars  called  her  “Copper  Bottom” — 

My  father  when  I  was  young  took  great  pains  to  instill  into  me  a 
hatred  of  such  characters  and  a  proper  respect  for  virtuous  females  & 
in  this  he  succeeded  fully — 

Perhaps  no  person  had  a  greater  antipathy  than  myself  to  immodest 
females  of  this  sort — A  young  lady  whom  I  tenderly  loved  lost  all 
command  of  herself — but  the  temptation  did  not  succeed. 
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1781 

Sept.  12 — The  first  public  Commencement  that  had  been  for 
7  vears — 

Sept.  13 — I  was  examin’d  &  entered — Our  Class  contains 
100 — the  largest  ever  known. 


Expences  fitting  for  College  £  s.  d. 

2s  per  week  to  Mr.  Eliot  65  weeks  6/  10/  0 

An  English  Tully  1/  0/  0 

65  weeks  board  at  E.S  at  7  sh  22/15/0 

Total  Expence  30/  5/  0 


YALE  COLLEGE  is  100  feet  in  length  &  30  in  breadth  built  with 
Brick  3  story  high  &  has  32  rooms  &  as  many  apartments  in  ye  Cellar. — 
Near  it  stands  ye  Chappel  where  divine  service  is  performed. 

D.  Ezra  Stiles  is  the  present  President — 

The  idle  Scholars  have  many  tricks  to  evade  their  not  over-attentive 
instructors  as  English  leaves,  Extracts,  etc. 

If  you  have  playd,  excuse  will  save  you 
For  you  may  answer  non  paravi 
If  that  won’t  do  it  will  avail  it 

To  have  a  friend  to  say  non  valet. 


Mr.  Atwater  our  Tutor  at  his  departure  made  us  a  Speech  to  thank 
us  for  a  hat  we  presented  to  him. — 

Some  of  ye  Scholars  use  us  very  severe  in  sending  us  at  errands 
above  a  mile  in  length. — 

At  ye  1st  entrance  of  a  Freshman  into  this  College,  he  is  sure  to 
be  ordered  up  &  disciplin’d  or  as  the  Sophimores  term  it  Trimming 
They  endeavour  to  find  some  occasion  of  animadversion  against  them 
which  they  are  not  long  in  quest  of  as  he  is  generally  too  free  with 
his  Superiors — runs  in  at  the  Gate  before  them — sets  without  leave — * 
or  something — 

After  he  has  committed  the  Crime  they  assemble  a  dozen  good 
Voices  &  summon  him  with  a  stamp  &  a  step  up  to  my  Room — 

He  entering  trembles  &  is  discomposd  &  ’tis  ten  to  one  commits  a 
greater  offence  than  the  other. — perhaps  he  forgets  to  make  a  bow, 
then  they  all  fetch  a  stamp,  asking  him  what  he  meant  to  enter  so 
without  bowing, — if  he  bows  to  one,  the  rest  are  affronted  &  ask  him 
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if  he  likes  that  one  better  than  all  the  rest — if  he  bows  in  an  awkward 
manner  they  take  great  pains  to  shew  him — keeping  him  bowing  for 
half  an  hour  almost  to  the  floor. 

They  ask  him  what  he  was  ordered  up  for,  “for  insulting  the 
Sophs” — Well  what  did  you  insult  them  for” — 

I  say  you  did,  don’t  contradict  me,  tell  me  now  whether  you  did  or 
not. — I  don’t  think  I  did — That  is  not  my  question  you  are  obliged  to 
answer  all  questions,  answer  me  immediately — I  didn’t  mean  to — Did 
you  ever  do  anything  without  a  meaning — 

If  he  confesses  they  tell  him  there  is  4  parts  to  a  confession — 1st  to 
confess  ye  Crime — 2nd  to  be  sorry  for  it — 3d  to  ask  forgiveness  & 
4th  to  promise  Reformation — 

Sometimes  a  verbal,  sometimes  a  written  confession  answers. 

If  he  is  obstinate  they  put  ye  fists  in  his  face,  keep  him  constantly 
turning  around  to  see  those  that  are  behind  him — blow  tobacco  smoke 
in  his  face,  make  him  hold  a  candle,  toe  a  crack,  bow  to  his  shadow  & 
when  his  back  is  turnd  they  are  continually  going  in  and  out  to  trim 
him  for  not  bowing, — two  or  three  talking  to  him  at  once  while  he  all 
passive  obedience  &  non-resistance  is  obliged  to  stand  mute  &  answer 
only  to  the  questions  they  ask  him — 

In  short  a  Soph  is  absolute  &  despotic  as  ye  great  Mogul — 

The  freshmen  in  ye  turn  revenge  upon  them  sometimes  falling  down 
&  breaking  ye  bottles  &  they  have  leave  to  drink  at  every  corner. — 

A  lew  nights  since  I  put  round  sticks  on  ye  stairs  which  two  of  them 
stepping  on,  they  rolld  over  &  tumbled  them  headlong  to  the  bottom. — 
We  pun  upon  ye  word  Sophimore,  deriving  it  from  ye  Greek  Sophos 
&  Moros  i.e  wise  fools. 

They  will  silence  a  common  Man  in  a  few  Minutes  that  he  shall  not 
have  a  word  to  say. — 

A  few  days  ago  as  they  were  trimming  me — Says  one — I  would  trim 
you  if  I  was  not  sick — Don’t  you  love  to  be  trim’d — 

—No  Sir— 

— Are  you  glad  I  am  sick — 

— No  sir — 

— There’s  one  lie  says  he — 

— No  sir — 

— There’s  two — 

— I  didn’t  mean  to  lie — 

— There’s  three,  for  you  cannot  do  anything  without  a  meaning. 

FRESHMAN  LAWS 

Every  Freshman  after  his  admission  into  this  College  is  obliged  to 
conform  himself  to  the  following  Laws  instituted  for  the  preservation 
of  decency  &  good  order. — 
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It  is  ye  special  duty  of  ye  Seniors  to  teach  ye  freshmen  ye  usages 
&  customs  of  College  &  they  may  order  them  to  attend  when  they 
think  fit. — 

Every  freshman  shall  attend,  answer,  &  behave  submissively. — 

The  Senior  shall  not  detain  them  more  than  5  minutes  after  study 
time  unless  by  permission — 

The  freshmen  are  forbidden  to  wear  their  hats  in  ye  front  door  yards 
of  ye  President’s  or  Professor’s  houses  or  within  10  rods  of  ye  Presi¬ 
dent  or  5  rods  of  a  Tutor,  nor  in  College  Yard  till  May  vacation — 

No  Freshman  shall  wear  a  Gown  or  walk  with  a  cane,  nor  appear 
out  of  his  Room  without  being  fully  drest — And  whenever  a  Freshman 
speaks  to  his  Superiors  or  is  spoken  to  he  shall  keep  off  his  hat  till  he 
is  bidden  to  put  it  on — nor  shall  a  Freshman  play  with  ye  upper  Classes 
without  being  askd. — 

A  Freshman  shall  rise  when  a  Tutor  enters  the  Chappel  &  stand 
till  he  is  seated. — 

If  any  Superiors  are  behind  them  at  any  gate  or  door  within  3  rods 
they  shall  stop  without  a  signal  to  proceed. — 

In  passing  up  or  down  stairs  or  throu’  any  narrow  passage  they  shall 
give  them  the  bannister  side  of  the  stairs — 

They  shall  not  run  in  College  Yard  or  up  or  down  Stairs  or  call  to 
anyone  in  or  out  of  a  College  window. — 

They  shall  not  whistle,  eat,  kick,  jump,  hop,  dance,  or  sing  in  any  of 
ye  streets  of  N.  Haven. 

They  must  knock  at  a  chamber  door  &  leave  it  as  they  found  it  open 
or  shut,  &  shall  not  speak  till  spoken  to  &  answer  all  questions,  nor 
stay  nor  sit  without  leave. — 

They  shall  always  rise  when  a  Superior  enters  the  room  nor  sit  in 
his  presence  till  permitted. 

These  rules  obtain  within  the  limits  of  New  Haven. 


1782 

March  29 — Mastris  secundus  was  rusticated  till  ye  10th — 40 
Scolars  made  a  ring  &  shouting  tore  off  ye  clapboards  of 
ye  old  College  as  high  as  they  could  reach  &  broke  ye 
windows  broke  open  ye  Buttery  &  stole  ye  liquors  for 
which  4  were  expelld,  4  made  confessions  &  8  were 
admonished — one  was  readmitted. 

April  23 — We  have  got  10  Martin  boxes  hung  up  to  College 
big  enough  to  contain  100  Martins 

This  year  ye  Freshmen  as  usual  hir’d  a  negro  to  clear  out  ye 
Yard  &  gave  him  40s. 
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June  17 — begun  Mathematics — 

June  27 — I  came  home  &  staid  a  week. 

N.  Haven  July  22 — The  Senior  Examination  was  Friday — 

Hooker  had  the  English  Oration  Wait  Ives  &  Noyes  ye 
Dialogue — Honeywood  ye  Latin  farewell  oration — he 
addressed  ye  President  first,  then  ye  Professors,  then  ye 
Tutors,  then  his  own  class  &  then  College  in  general  & 
bid  farewell  to  them  all. — 

Our  class  have  begun  to  study  Hebrew  once  a  day,  speaking 
all  at  once  &  keeping  time. — 

The  President  is  our  Preceptor  who  is  short  sighted  and  often 
deceived  by  one  person’s  answering  adsum  for  several 
Absentees. — 

The  Dr.  says  ye  true  pronounciation  of  y  is  acquir’d  by  begin¬ 
ning  it  with  wrong  &  of  n  by  speaking  as  if  you  had  a 
fishbone  in  ye  throat. 


1783 

Oh  the  Charming  Month  of  May- 
In  a  new  Livery  when  we  see  every 
Bush  &  Meadow  Tree  &  Field 

Oh  the  Charming  Month  of  May 
When  the  Breezes  in  the  trees 
Full  of  Blossoms  fresh  &  Gay. 

June  8 — To  ****** 

Pardon  me  Madam  for  my  rudeness 
In  thus  intruding  on  your  goodness 
Tis  the  first  time  that  I  appear 
In  paper  dress  as  I  do  here 
Present  myself  &  gently  bow 
And  kindly  ask  how  do  you  do 
Letters  to  Man  at  first  were  given 
The  greatest  blessing  of  kind  heaven 
Tis  thus  that  friends  converse  with  friends 
Tho  movd  to  Earths  remotest  ends 
Oft  hand  in  hand  we’ve  trod  the  Green 
With  sprightly  air  &  lively  mien 
And  may  kind  Heaven  grant  my  Prayer 
To  save  thee  still  thou  lovely  fair — 


THE  JOURNAL  OF  WILLIAM  WHEELER 


43 


Thou  art  all  fair  without  defection 
The  brightest  image  of  perfection 
Calm  as  eve’ning  hours 
Sweet  as  morning  flowrs 
Fair  as  the  silver  Moon 
Bright  as  the  noonday  Sun 
Chaste  as  the  lonely  Dove 
Soft  as  the  melting  kiss  of  Love 
Could  I  behold  thee  face  to  face 
Enjoy  one  look,  one  kind  embrace 

Wouldst  thou  vouchsafe  one  smiling  kiss 
I  might  with  angels  vie  in  bliss — 

But  hark  I  hear  the  nightly  bell 
That  bids  me  take  my  leave — farewell 
I  am,  my  Love,  with  all  my  pow’rs 
Forever  &  entirely  yours. 


June  16 — About  this  time  I  broke  out  with  the  Measles,  suf¬ 
fering  no  damage  but  weak  eyes. 

July  10 — Begun  to  live  at  Mr.  Bleakleys  by  the  Long  Wharf — 

Aug.  14 — In  the  evening  Mr.  Beecher’s  house,  N.  Haven  was 
struck  with  Lightning —  The  Lightning  for  10  minutes 
was  one  continued  flashing,  giving  a  quivering  light 
about  as  bright  as  Moonshine. 

Sept.  7 — Mr.  Wales  preached  the  farewell  sermon  to  the 
Seniors  from  Luke  12th  &  48th. 

Sept.  10 — Commencement —  The  night  before  the  Scholars 
had  a  quarrel  with  the  Sailors  &  6  of  them  were  knockt 
down  but  they  soon  beat  &  followed  some  of  them  up  on 
the  commons  where  they  took  2  &  belabourd  them  well 
with  their  canes. 

Sept.  11 — Vacation  begins — Rehearsing  Alexander  &  the 
BusyBody — 

Oct.  9 — The  highest  tide  that  ever  was  seen  in  these  parts. 
It  floted  the  upper  bridge. 

Oct.  17 — We  composed  &  Bulkley  spoke  an  address  to  the 
Actors  of  Alexander  at  E’s. 

Dec.  2 — I  wrote  on  the  negative  of  this  Question  “whether 
Polygamy  be  just.” 
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March  26 — I  returnd  to  College  having  been  lame 

About  this  time  the  Scholars  presented  a  petition  to  know 
what  was  become  of  the  Quarter  bill  money. 

April  2 — We  had  a  private  anniversary. 

April  10  — T.  B.  having  diluted  the  ashes  of  burnt  hay  in 
water,  markt  his  hand  the  2  first  letters  of  his  name, 
then  pricking  the  place  till  the  blood  came,  it  so  enterd 
the  skin  that  he  could  erase  but  one  of  the  letters,  even 
by  a  blister. 

May  4 — I  wrote  a  Latin  Composition  for  the  premium  upon : 
Non  possum  equidem  non  ingenio  prima  concedere  sed 
tamen  ipsum  diligentia  etiam  ex  tarditate  excitat. 

May  31 — B.  made  up  his  affairs  with  E. 

June  4 — B  &  F.  admonished  for  going  away  1 1/2  day  before 
Vacation.  Perkins  is  the  tutor  to  our  Class.  Moni¬ 
tors — Bidwell,  Newton,  Cook,  &  Pitkin. 

Aug.  14 — four  days  next  week  are  appropriated  to  speaking 
for  the  premium  (A  small  book  given  by  the  Tutors). 

Sept.  12 — 9  weeks  Vacation — 3  for  building  the  Hall  We 
speak  our  own  Compositions. 


1785 


March  4 — Sham  Earthquake 

President  appointed  Tousey,  Dickinson  &  myself  to  make  a 
Dialogue,  but  his  absence  prevented  it. 

June  4 — 

From  College  walls 
And  musty  halls 

Where  nought  can  please  the  taste 
Where  water  from 
The  hose  come 
For  breakfast  still  is  placed, 

I  begin  this  scrabble 
As  well  as  I’m  able 
Written  in  haste. 

Our  class  is  at  home 
Nor  are  they  yet  come 
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Except  10  or  12  that  are  here 
Nor  Stiles  nor  Wales 
Nor  anyone  else 
Except  the  Tutors  appear 
No  reciting 
No  meeting 

No  studying  for  knowledge 
All  walking 
All  talking 

Or  worse,  doing  nothing — 

For  there’s  no  king  in  college,  etc . 

Friday  evening  8  o’clock.  The  time  for  us  to  declare  Inde¬ 
pendence  being  almost  arrivd,  we  pass  our  time  merrily 
away  in  expectation  of  the  happy  event,  living  like 
Kings,  with  3  rounds  of  Punch  a  day, — morning,  noon, 
&  evening — 

We  have  variety  of  all  sorts  of  music,  both  vocal  and  instru¬ 
mental,  &  sometimes  the  Ear  is  filld,  charmd,  &  delighted 
by  the  joint  chorus  of  Martins’  Singing  Schools,  Bag¬ 
pipes,  Clarionets,  Fifes,  Flutes,  Fiddles,  Drums,  & 
Trumpets — Good  Night. 

July  19  — Examination  of  our  Class  for  the  Diploma 
commenced — 

At  2  P.M.  The  Tutors  &  Sirs,  with  Mr.  Wales  as  the  head, 
began  to  examine  us  privately  in  the  Chappel — in  Greek 
y2  the  afternoon — an  intermission  of  %  an  hour — in 
Horace  &  Tully  de  Oratore  till  Sunset. 

The  next  day  (Wednesday  begun  at  8  in  the  morning)  — 
English  grammar,  Geography,  Mathematics,  Rhetoric, 
Fogic,  Algebra,  Conic  Sections,  Geometry,  Trigonome¬ 
try,  Navigation,  Philosophy,  Astronomy,  History,  Meta¬ 
physics  &  Ethics,  &  finished  at  12,  then  the  Tutors  & 
12  Sirs  retird  to  a  room  in  College  for  about  15  minutes 
&  found  us  all  worthy  except  B.  F.  T.  &  H. 

Then  we  marched  alphabetically  with  Tutor  Baldwin  as  our 
Head  to  the  Fibrary  where  he  made  a  short  address  to 
the  President  displaying  our  numbers  &  good  behaviour 
in  the  most  advantageous  light — 
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Then  the  President  pronounced,  sitting,  a  most  excellent 
Latin  Oration,  bidding  them  a  final  farewell,  wishing 
them  all  manner  of  blessings  thro’  Life. 

At  half-past  one,  we  sat  down  to  an  agreeable  dinner  in  the 
hall  with  the  President,  Tutors  &  Graduates,  which 
ended  with  a  suitable  portion  of  old  Madeira. 

After  Dinner,  we  sang  to  the  tune  of  Boston,  the  133  Psalm, 
C.  M. 

At  3  P.M.  the  usual  exercises  began — Philosophical  Oration 
by  Beebe, — Anthem, — A  Dispute  by  Ellsworth  &  Hale, — 
A  Dialogue  by  Noyes,  Ely,  Eels,  &  Taylor, — Anthem, — 
Valedictory  oration  in  Latin  by  Graves — 

We  were  favored  by  a  numerous  &  brilliant  assembly  of 
Ladies. 

Sept.  14 — Commencement — Two  Barrels  of  Wine  in  2  public 
rooms  free  to  all  Comers  &  Goers. 

EXPENSES  at  COLLEGE 


Freshman  Year 

rln  Books  etc. 

£ 

29/ 

s. 

6/ 

d. 

0 

Sophomore 

Clothes,  Wood 

L  25/ 

0/ 

0 

Junior 

1  Board 

31/ 

3/ 

8 

Senior 

(^Quarter  Bills  &c> 

32/ 

19/ 

0 

After  four  years’  strict  study  I  was  sent  into  the  world  but 
little  fitted  for  a  busy  &  crooked  world  as  this  is  & 
will  be — 

A  Scholar  who  hath  learnt  to  squeak 
Four  books  of  Latin,  one  of  Greek 

Through  Rhet’ric,  Logic,  Locke  can  stammer 
Or  any  mood  or  tense  in  Grammar 
Popt  on  the  world  with  such  a  cramming 
Doth  know  the  least  of  man  or  woman — 

Is  less  equipt  for  shifts  &  twists 
Than  any  outcast  that  exists. 
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By  courtesy  of  the  Secretary  of  Yale  University,  is  printed  the  following 
roster  of  the  Class  of  1785  with  which  William  Wheeler  was  graduated. 


1785 


♦Samuel  James  Andrews  *1832 

•Jeremiah  [Mix]  Atwater;  M.A.  *1832 

*J oseph  Badger  *1846 

*  David  Lewis  Beebe;  M.A.  1789  *1803 

•William  Pitt  Beers  *1810 

*David  Belden,  1787  *1832 

•Ebenezer  Belknap  *1842 

♦Caleb  Clap  *1787 

*  Abraham  Lynsen  Clarke ;  M.A.  1791  *1810 

•James  Bayne  Clarke  *1842 

*Enos  Cooke  * - 

♦John  Devotion  *1810 

♦Abraham  VanHorn  DeWitt  *1820 

♦John  Dean  Dickinson;  M.C.  1819- 

1823,  1829-1831  *1841 

♦Joseph  Drake  *1794 

♦Roger  Eells;  M.A.  *1790 

*John  Ellsworth  *1791 

♦Richard  Ely;  M.D.  Conn.  Med. 

Soc.  1814  *1816 

•Reuben  Fairchild  *1788 

♦Simeon  Field;  M.D.  (Hon.)  1817  *1822 
*Abel  Flint;  M.A.  and  Brown;  D.D. 

Union  1818  *1825 

*Hezekiah  Goodrich;  M.A.  1792  *1812 

♦Russell  Goodrich;  M.A.  *1837 

*  William  Graves;  M.A.  1801  *1813 

♦Pearley  Grosvenor  *1787 

♦Levi  Hackley,  1786  *1786 

*  David  Hale;  M.A.  *1822 

♦Joshua  Henshaw  *1840 

*  David  Higgins  ;  M.A.  *1842 

*Dyar  Throop  Hinckley  *1847 

♦William  Hubbard;  M.A.  *1789 

♦William  Gold  Hubbard  *1846 

•David  Hull  *1834 

♦Enoch  Huntington;  M.A.  *1826 

♦Samuel  Huntington;  also  Dart¬ 
mouth  1785;  M.A.;  Chief  Just. 

Supr.  Court  Ohio  1804-1808; 

Gov.  Ohio  1808-1810  *1817 

♦Isaac  Ives  *1845 

*Caleb  Johnson;  M.A.  1791  *18 — 


♦Barnabas  Bidwell;  M.A.  and  Wil¬ 
liams  1797;  LL.D.  Brown  1805; 


M.C.  1805-1807  *1833 

♦Tillotson  Blakesley  *181— 

*Solomon  Blakslee  *1835 

♦Peter  Bulkley  *1808 

♦Frederick  Butler;  M.A.  *1843 

♦Henry  Sherburne  Langdon;  M.A.  *1857 
♦Jonathan  Leavitt;  M.A.  *1831 

*Micah  Jones  Lyman  *1851 

•John  McClellan  *1858 

♦Matthew  Marvin  *1842 

♦Charles  Mather  *1853 


♦Return  Jonathan  Meigs;  Chief  Just. 
Supr.  Court  Ohio  1803-1804;  Just. 
Supr.  Court  Upper  La.  1805-1806; 
Judge  U.  S.  District  Court  Mich. 
1807;  U.  S.  Senator  1809-1810; 
Gov.  Ohio  1810-1814;  Postmaster- 


Gen.  U.  S.  1814-1823  *1825 

♦Phineas  Miller;  M.A.  *1803 

*  Daniel  Nash  *1836 

♦Roger  Newton;  M.A.;  *1789 

*Matthew  Noyes;  M.A.;  1839 

♦Zachariah  Olmsted;  M.A.  *1831 

♦Benjamin  Perkins  *1841 

♦Samuel  Perkins;  M.A.  *1850 

•Timothy  Pitkin;  M.A.;  LL.D.  1829 

M.C.  1805-1819  *1847 

♦Nathan  Rossiter  *1835 

♦Elihu  Platt  Smith  *1795 

♦Robert  Spelman  *1803 

♦Thomas  Stedman  *1838 

•William  Taylor;  M.A.  *1841 

♦Abraham  Tomlinson  *1820 

♦Thomas  Tousey  *1844? 

♦Decius  Wadsworth;  M.A.  *1821 

♦William  Wheeler  *1845 

♦Ezekiel  Williams ;  M.A.  *1843 

♦Timothy  Williams;  M.A.  1799  *1849 

♦Gideon  Woodruff  *1847 

♦Joel  Wright  *1797 


By  courtesy  of  the  Librarian  of  Yale  University,  the  contemporary 
records  have  been  consulted.  The  Tragedy  of  Alexander  and  the  comedy 
of  Busybody  (two  separate  plays)  were  given  by  the  Linonian  Society  in 
1783.  There  are  several  references  to  “Wheeler”  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Society,  one  of  the  most  interesting  organizations  in  academic  history. 


The  Collegian  at  Home 

Fairfield  and  Black  Rock  Notes — 1783-1785 


1783 

Aug.  14 — A  little  before  this,  Capt.  Eliot’s  Schooner  sunk  at 
sea. 

Capt.  Eliot  commanded  the  Sloop  when  she  sunk  at  sea  in  which 
N.  (Nathaniel  Silliman)  was.  They  manned  the  boat  &  rowed  to  a 
little  distance  to  see  if  she  would  sink  (some  doubting  it)  when  she 
went  down, — there  appeared  a  large  hole  like  a  cellar. 

In  the  boat  were  6  persons  with  canvass  stretched  around  above  the 
side  to  keep  off  the  waves  about  a  foot  high ;  they  were  in  it  6  days 
&  nights,  when  they  arrived  at  Guadaloupe  and  laid  down  on  the  sand 
under  a  high  bank,  where  when  N.  awaked,  he  sprung  up  to  run  into 
the  sea,  supposing  the  bank  to  be  a  high  wave — 

Among  the  number  was  Miah  Perry,  afterwards  the  richest  merchant 
of  Fairfield  and  the  oracle  of  four  more  of  his  brothers  who  were  rich, 
happy,  and  respected, — this  distress  curing  Miah  of  all  inclination  for 
the  sea. 

Nov.  5 — Mr.  Dwight  ordained  at  Greenfield. 

Nov.  7 — Wyat’s  wife  dyed. 

Nov.  29 — Three-quarters  past  11  in  a  still  night  we  felt  2 
small  shocks  of  an  Earthquake. 


1784 

Harbor  froze  from  the  1st  of  Jan.  till  the  10th  of  March. 
Hundreds  of  people  down  in  a  tide  to  catch  scallops  by 
cutting  holes  in  the  ice. 

Nov.  5 — Dr.  Timothy  Dwight,  later  president  of  Yale. 

Nov.  7 — Huldah  (Wheeler)  Mason  Wyat,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Rebeckah  (Whitear) 
Wheeler.  Her  first  husband  was  Salathiel  Mason;  her  second,  Joseph  Wyat  of  New¬ 
port,  who  later  moved  to  Northcastle,  N.  Y.  Of  her  four  children,  Alice  and  Joseph 
Wyat  died  in  infancy.  Rachel  and  Sally,  children  of  her  first  marriage,  survived  her 
and  inherited  much  of  her  Black  Rock  property  which  had  belonged  to  her  father. 
Rachel  Mason  married  in  1803,  John  Maltbie,  keeper  of  the  lighthouse. 

The  name  of  Huldah  Mason  is  included  in  the  list  of  the  guard  at  the  Black  Rock 
Battery  in  1779.  She  was  then  nineteen  years  old,  and  may  have  served  as  commissary 
to  the  garrison. 
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Sept.  11 — As  3  persons  were  coming  round  from  Stratford 
point  in  a  pilot  boat  laden  with  shells,  the  wind  being 
N.E.  raisd  such  a  shock  off  the  point  that  she  overset. 
The  men  remained  on  the  masts  for  %  an  hour  when  a 
wave  washed  them  all  off, — but  T.  Hill  happening  to 
seize  an  oar,  held  it  fast  in  his  hands  before  him  till  he 
reached  the  shore,  and  it  bore  him  safe  without  swim¬ 
ming.  The  other  2,  viz.  Lieut.  Hawley  and  Josiah  Pen- 
field,  were  drowned.  Hawley  was  found  among  the 
rocks  with  his  face  bruised.  The  scene  was  hardly  sup¬ 
portable  to  his  Wife  under  the  double  loss  of  husband 
&  brother. 


1785 

Jan.  15 — We  begun  to  get  ship  timber  for  our  Sloop 
May  16 — Some  curtains  &  a  carpet  defiled  in  the  Town  House. 
May  17 — Mourning  Bride  &  Busy  Body  acted  in  the  Town 
House,  Fairfield — A  man  being  buried  when  the  play 
was  acted,  they  would  not  let  them  toll  the  Bell,  which 
raisd  some  disturbance. 

May  25 — Holberton’s  wife  died. 


May  17 — “Busy  Body”  was  the  comedy  which  had  been  presented  by  the  Linonian 
Society  in  New  Haven  in  1783  as  an  afterpiece  for  the  more  serious  drama  of 
“Alexander.”  Several  of  William  Wheeler’s  classmates  at  Yale  and  “Linonian 
brothers”  were  resident  in  Fairfield. 

Sept.  11 — Hannah  (Penfield)  Hawley,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Pen- 
field,  married  (1)  Lieut.  Gideon  Hawley  of  North  Stratford,  whose  death  is  here 
recorded.  Her  second  husband  was  Ezekiel  Lovejoy  of  Stratford.  Her  brother,  Josiah, 
was  seventeen  at  the  time  of  his  tragic  death. 

May  8 — Capt.  Thomas  Holberton’s  first  wife,  Ruth  (Wilson)  Holberton,  daughter  of 
Robert  Wilson.  Their  daughter,  Ruth,  married  Capt.  Job  Bartram. 


The  Sentimental  Schoolmaster 

1785 

Aug.  19 — Capt.  Holburton  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  12  weeks 

Aug.  20 — The  thief  Johnson  received  20  of  the  35  lashes  due 
him, 

Sept.  10 — Died  Peter  Squier 

No  more  within  his  native  Town  to  dwell 
To  all  its  train  he  bids  a  long  Farewell 
One  gentle  grasp,  one  sighing,  sorrowing  tear 
And  joys  &  friends  forever  disappear 
Ye,  beauteous  Youth,  the  fairer  sex 
Permit  me  to  address  you  next — 

Pale,  cold  &  still  before  you  lies 
The  once-lov’d  object  of  your  eyes — 

Ye  can’t  forget 
His  lively  Wit 

Our  scenes  of  Love  &  Play 
Whole  hours  we  sat — 

In  pleasant  Chat 

We  past  the  time  away. 

But  now  the  hand  of  Death  hath  laid  him  low 
Nor  canst  one  look  nor  canst  one  smile  bestow 
Mortal  attend  &  drop  a  tear 
Over  the  poor  bones  that  moulder  here 
To-day  the  lot  was  mine 
To-morrow  may  be  thine. 

Sept.  12 — Dr.  Beach’s  Singing  School  at  Blackrock  ends. 

Oct.  1 — Capt.  Thorp  &  Capt.  Wasson  arrived  from  the  W. 
Indies.  About  this  time  a  Schooner  of  50  tons  bottom 
upwards  with  her  Sails  standing  was  discovered  off 
Newfield.  A  week  after,  being  stripped  of  everything, 
she  drifted  to  L.  Island. 


Sept.  10 — Peter  Squier  (1765-1785),  son  of  Captain  John  and  his  (third)  wife,  Lydea 
(Taylor)  Jarvis  Squire.  His  sister,  Lydea,  became  the  first  wife  of  John  Wheeler, 
brother  of  the  diarist. 


THE  JOURNAL  OF  WILLIAM  WHEELER 


51 


Dec.  1 — My  School  at  Blackrock  ends. 

Dec.  5 — Begun  school  at  North  Fairfield  (Weston) 

— for  45  shillings  per  Month  for  3  months.  Here  I  became  enamoured 
to  a  high  degree  with  *  *  but  though  young  I  entertained  an  idea  which 
is  now  part  of  my  creed,  that  a  light  Purse  &  Matrimony  would  be  but 
sorry  companions — 

But  the  last  farewell  was  melancholy  enough,  as  I  stole  all  pensive  & 
solitary  along  the  gloomy  road  edged  by  thick  woods  in  a  darksome 
night,  while  the  Whippoorwill’s  frequent  notes  saluted  my  ear  like  the 
tolling  of  the  bell  as  we  follow  a  friend — 

The  remembrance  even  now  depresses,  and  the  unbidden  tear  is  ready 
to  start — 

What  were  her  sensations  I  know  not — not  less,  I  expect, —  for  the 
passion  was  reciprocal — 

She  lived  in  the  Youth  and  the  Youth  in  the  fair 
Their  pleasure  was  equal  &  equal  their  care. — 

Dec.  28 — I  went  to  J.  Osborn’s  Wedding. 

Dec.  29 — Continued  at  Capt.  Seeley’s — 

When  David  was  stricken  in  Years 
And  loaded  with  sickness  &  cares 
That  preyed  on  his  form 
Nothing  was  found  so  fit  to  rouse  him 
As  a  fair  maid  to  lie  in  his  bosom 
And  keep  his  body  warm — 

And  Solomon,  the  wisest  man, 

This  maxim  for  to  teach  us 
At  one  time  had  to  warm  his  bed 
A  thousand  of  the  species. 


1786 

Aug.  18 — A  case  between  Ezra  Williams  &  his  wife  Huldah. 
Aug.  27 — Widow  Godfrey  of  Greens  Farms  denyd  her  Pub¬ 
lishment. 

Sept.  15 — Wm.  Robinson’s  Wedding  attended  by  60  spec¬ 
tators. 

Sept.  16 — Capt.  Smedley  arrived.  Enos  Cook  arrived. 

Sept.  22 — Capt.  Gould  from  West  Indies. 


Sept.  IS — William  Robinson  married  Abigail  Smith  of  New  London. 
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Oct.  10 — Launched  the  Sloop  Sally — bottom  up. 

Oct.  23 — Capt.  Holburton  married  to  Mary  Wakeman. 

Oct.  29 — Snow  2  in.  deep.  N.  Burr’s  child  died. 

Nov.  1 — Sailed  Capt.  Smedley  in  a  brig  &  Capt.  Wasson  on 
a  sloop,  both  bound  for  the  West  Indies. 

Nov.  8 — Arrived  Capt.  Bartram.  He  had  13  hhds  of  Molasses 
stove  by  salt  shifting  in  the  hold. 

Baptized  this  year  53  Married  8  couples 

Died  9  Entered  the  church  6  No  Wheat  nor  Cider. 


1787 

Feb.  21 — Meeker  Murrain  fell  overboard.  Near  this  time 
W.  Bulkley  &  Mrs.  Robbins  catch  the  Smallpox  & 
both  die. 

March  22 — Capt.  Smedley  gave  Butler  a  thumping. 

March  26 — Shipt  on  board  our  Sloop  25  horses  &  our  2  Gibbes 
&  7  horned  Cattle. 

March  30 — Sailed  Sloop  Sally — Andrew  Bulkley  Master. 

April  3  — Mr.  Eliot  this  day  &  the  next  received  230  skains  at 
his  spinning  frolic.  J.  Penfield  by  making  a  selection 
at  the  Ball  put  our  side  Jordan  into  no  petit  pet. 

April  7 — D(aniel)  Osborn’s  and  Mary  (Bartram) ’s  Synar¬ 
throsis. 

April  19 — A  proper  Gambol 

At  a  dancing  one  Night  sir  I  happened  to  be 
Such  skipping  &  hopping  was  there 
The  old  Women  as  sprigh  as  young  girls  of  15 
Such  fun  I  ne’er  saw  I  declare 

April  22 — Very  cold.  Much  ice  froze  in  harbor 

I  evah  ni  eht  tsal  4  sraey  2000  selim  &  257  syad  tneps  retfa 
eht  slrig.  Secnad  40. 


April  3 — Jordan  probably  meaning  Ash  Creek.  James  Penfield  (1761-1842)  married  in 
1786  Mary  Tucker  who  may  have  been  his  “selection”  at  the  Ball!  At  this  time  James, 
Ephraim,  and  David  Penfield  were  living  at  the  house  near  the  Mills  across  Ash  Creek. 
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May  28 — The  bones  of  an  Infant  found  under  Mr.  Lewis’ 
house,  supposed  to  have  been  murdered  60  years  ago. 
Groans  and  strange  noises  were  heard  before  that  time. 

June  11 — Our  Sloop  arrivd  with  30  Hs  Rum. 

July  5 — J.  held  on  by  the  Pollypod. 

July  22 — I  went  to  hear  Higby  preach — His  text  was  “Yet 
a  little  more  Sleep.” 

Aug.  30 — About  this  time  we  went  to  Norwalk  in  our  Sloop. 

Sept.  15 — Sloop  saild  the  2nd  time  for  Boston. 

Sept.  19 — Line  Storm.  A  mill  at  Stamford  carried  off  whole 
and  Norwalk  bridge  floted. 

Sept.  20 — Struck  up  to  Trooping  &  Indian  mimicry  at  Night, 
joined  a  Boree  of  2  score  couple  from  which  at  2  I  made 
myself  scarce  &  joined  a  3rd  Shakefoot,  at  the  finis  of 
which  Mr.  fourlegs  was  found  in  Mr.  Hinman’s  yard 
absent  &  no  tidings  of  his  Excellency  having  arrived, 
his  burden  snored. 

All  Black  Rock  invited  to  John  Perry’s  &  Lois  Wheeler’s 
wedding. 

Oct.  12 — Jos.  Davis  boy  died  in  Convulsions  of  a  Wound  he 
received  a  fortnight  before  by  falling  off  a  table  with 
a  pair  of  sheers  he  had  in  his  hand  which  fractured  his 
scull.  Near  this  time  I  went  to  L.  Island  with  Brush 
in  a  whaleboat. 

Oct.  13 — Brig  Greenfield  saild — Joseph  Bartram  passenger 

Nov.  15 — Capt.  Brewster’s  wife  &  child  fell  in  the  Creek 

Nov.  20 — Our  Sloop  returnd,  in  her  came  passengers, — Capt. 
Sena  (?)  and  Lady  &  2  daughters  who  had  been  to 
Leghorn. 

Dec.  12 — Died  at  Weston  Z.H. — his  death  was  occasioned 
by  Sleeping  on  the  ground  (after  spending  a  night  with 
a  beloved  female)  where  a  shower  fell  upon  him. 

Dec.  30 — Capt.  Nat.  Silliman  arrived  from  Carolina  having 
been  absent  15  months. 


Sept.  20 — Boree — a  rustic  dance.  (The  other  terms  invite  exegesis.) 

Oct.  13 — Joseph  Bartram  was  lost  at  sea  in  December,  aged  twenty-seven.  He  was  the 
son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Burr)  Bartram. 
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And  now  the  Earth  which  every  Year 

Sails  round  the  Sun’s  resplendent  Sphere 
Again  sets  Sail  —  may  all  her  Crew 
In  health  &  Joy  the  Voyage  pursue. 

Jan.  19 — Hard  rain  &  frozen  ground — every  bridge  from 
Deacon  Hills  to  the  Stores  floted. 

Jan.  25 — Dickinson’s  schooner  drove  ashore 

Feb.  15 — Dickinson  had  15  barrels  of  Beef  floted  away. 

Feb.  22 — 19  males  &  12  females  dancd  at  Burrs. 

Feb.  26 — Saild  for  N.  Haven  with  the  Sally. 

March  4 — 3  of  us  dropt  105  wt  Flax. 

March  7 — A  letter  from  Brewster  supposed  to  be  lost. 

March  22 — 18  negroes  liberated  by  some  of  their  color  at 
Mill  River. 

March  23 — Died  Capt  (Joseph)  Silliman  at  8  P.M. 

May  15 — Searching  for  N.  Burr. 

May  23 — Curtain  hoisted. 

June  18 — R.  Fairchild  at  North  Fairfield  killed  by  lightning. 

June  20 — Died  Capt.  Jarvis. 

July  15 — Eliphalet  Olmstead  came  to  work. 

Aug.  19 — The  hardest  gale  that  has  been  for  many  years — 
at  1  o’clock  a  Sloop  &  Schooner  went  on  shore —  The 
south  side  of  all  the  trees,  the  leaves  are  dead,  some 
suppose  by  the  spray  of  the  Sea  which  blew  over  like 
a  Fog  from  the  Sound  to  Penfield’s  Mill.  Corn  is  laid 
flat  &  Fruit  is  chiefly  blown  off — Many  trees  bloomed 
out  afterwards.  The  Gale  reached  100  miles  up  country, 
in  some  places  shifting  from  the  SE  to  the  NW  &  twist¬ 
ing  of  trees  9  inches  in  diameter — it  moved  Carson’s 
house  about  6  feet. 

Oct.  17 — A  fire  ball  passed  over  with  great  swiftness  followed 
by  a  Report  like  heavy  Cannon. 

Nov.  20 — Several  families  arrived  from  Tory  Canaan,  their 


June  18 — Reuben  Fairchild,  classmate  of  William  Wheeler  and  son  of  Captain  Robert 
Fairchild. 

June  20 — (Capt.  Isaac  Jarvis  of  Revolutionary  fame.) 


1768 — The  Isaac  Jarvis-David  Penfield  homestead  (10) 

(Photographed  1869) 
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good  godfather  George  the  3d  ceasing  food,  a  native 
of  the  place,  one  Poverty,  crowded  them  out. 

Nov.  29 — Ezra  Wheeler  moved  to  Weston. 

Dec.  11 — Died  of  the  Dropsy,  Billy  Squier  aged  3 

1789 

Feb.  16 — Begun  Black  Rock  School 
Apr.  5 — I  set  out  for  Red  Hook.  (N.  Y.) 

June  10 — John’s  house  raised 

Oct.  9 — Stone  &  Lewis’  advent.  Majority  of  the  country 
complain  of  colds. 

Nov.  2 — Married  Capt.  Nathan  Lewis  to  Miss  Rachel  Stone. 
Nov.  4 — Died  Mrs.  Hull,  aged  93  years,  8  months. 

A  Schooner  overset  &  2  men  on  the  wreck  between  the  Cows 
&  point. 

Married  this  year  16  couples  Christened  31  Died  8 
in  Mr.  Eliot’s  congregation. 


1790 

June  10 — My  house  raised.  30  x  25  feet. 


Expences  of  the  House 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Digging  Cellar 

0 

/ 

9 

/ 

0 

For  framing 

1 

/ 

13 

/ 

0 

Stoning  cellar 

1 

/ 

/ 

9 

/ 

0 

8000  4z  nails 

0 

/ 

16 

/ 

0 

1300  8z  “ 

0 

/ 

7 

/ 

0 

Window  frames 

2 

/ 

7 

/ 

6 

Sashes 

4 

/ 

3 

/ 

6 

5000  shingles 

3 

/ 

16 

/ 

0 

Nails  &  brad 

3 

/ 

3 

/ 

0 

Lath 

1 

/ 

12 

/ 

0 

Putty 

0 

/ 

17 

/ 

0 

Glass 

4 

/ 

5 

/ 

11 

Brick 

2 

/ 

0 

/ 

0 

Tile 

0 

/ 

3 

/ 

0 

Dec.  11 — William  (son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Wheeler)  Squier,  1784-1788). 
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Building  chimney 

2 

/ 

12 

/ 

0 

7  6  B  shels 

0 

/ 

12 

/ 

0 

Manteltrees 

0 

/ 

13 

/ 

6 

3500  Lath  nails 

0 

/ 

11 

/ 

4 

100  feet  plank 

0 

/ 

8 

/ 

0 

Spanish  brown 

0 

/ 

6 

/ 

0 

White  lead 

1 

/ 

6 

/ 

0 

Oil 

2 

/ 

7 

/ 

10 

White  oak  boards 

0 

/ 

14 

/ 

9 

Clear  boards 

1 

/ 

8 

/ 

3 

Merchantable  Do. 

1 

/ 

10 

/ 

11 

Floor  plank 

3 

/ 

6 

/ 

0 

4  pair  hinges 

0 

/ 

14 

/ 

0 

Joiner’s  wages 

11 

/ 

11 

/ 

0 

Buttenton’s  painting 

3 

/ 

8 

/ 

0 

Plaistering 

2 

/ 

12 

/ 

6 

Total 

61 

4 

0 

Covered  &  Lower  rooms  finished,  besides  what  I  have  done 
myself.  Board  of  the  people  unreckoned. 


Boards  for  Chambers 
Room  paper 

10  gallons  oil  to  paint  house 
Lime  for  one  chamber 
\y2  bush,  hair  2/3  plaistering 


2  /  8  / 
1  /  16  / 
3  /  0  / 
0  /  15  / 


0 

0 

0 

0 

3 


0  /  14  / 

(This  house,  a  “saltbox,”  stood  on  the  corner  of  what  is  now  Ells¬ 
worth  and  Brewster  Street.  The  house  and  the  land  on  which  it  stood 
were  deeded  to  William  by  his  father,  Capt.  Ichabod  Wheeler,  August 
9,  1790.) 


1792 

Feb.  2 — Married  John  Wheeler  to  Lydia  Squier. 

Oct.  13 — Warm,  calm  sky  &  clear. 

In  the  evening  a  bright  Northern  Light  over  the  whole  north¬ 
ern  half  of  the  hemisphere,  flashing  (like  smoke  arising 
from  a  fire) — rising  from  a  cloud  in  the  N.  and  meeting 
in  the  Zenith  in  the  moment. 


Feb.  2 — Daughter  of  Captain  John  and  Lydea  (Taylor)  Jarvis  Squier. 
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Oct.  14 — Gov.  Hancock,  attended  by  4  ship  kernels,  came  to 
town  to  take  up  the  Bones  of  his  Aunt  &  carry  them  to 
Boston,  agreeable  to  her  desire,  but  found  the  Coffin 
rotten. 

1793 

Jan.  3 — Began  Staples  Hill  School  for  £50  a  year. 

I  began  Staples  free  school  for  166  dollars  per  year  to  board  myself — 
kept  only  5  months — it  being  removed  to  Weston  by  act  of  Assembly, 
the  donor  being  Staples  of  Weston.  It  was  there  called  Weston 
Academy. 

He  (Staples)  was  a  man  of  singular  sentiments — believing  that  man¬ 
kind  by  a  strict  course  of  temperance  might  arrive  to  the  age  of  the 
antediluvians,  not  indeed  in  one  life,  but  in  several  generations, —  his 
seed  he  put  out  to  receive  for  one  bushel  at  the  end  of  the  year  one 
and  one-quarter,  by  which  extreme  parsimony  he  acquired  great  riches. 

His  close  way  of  reasoning  &  living,  his  black  Dubby  did  not  alto¬ 
gether  relish,  for  in  his  last  sickness  he  cut  down  the  Walnut  wood 
Staples  had  saved  for  the  Academy,  saying :  “Massa  soon  die  and  ought 
to  have  a  good  fire” — for  which,  being  wrathy,  he  sold  poor  Dubby 
for  life. 

Feb.  2 — Died  of  Small  Pox  the  natural  way,  Capt.  David 
Wheeler’s  wife,  &  was  buried  in  the  Home  Lot. 

Feb.  10 — Dug  up  &  buried  in  Stratfield  Burying  Ground. 

30  inoculated  at  the  house. 

Penfield’s  Mill  chok’d  up  &  the  Millstone  thrown  off. 
Feb.  18 — Selectmen  gave  Liberty  for  inoculation  at  Sam 
Sherwoods  for  20  persons. 

Feb.  20— SELECTMEN  MET  TO  RECONSIDER  THE 
VOTE  but  would  not,  though  they  had  been  imposed 
upon  by  Sam  by  misrepresentation. 

Oct.  14 — This  entry  solves  a  problem  for  Fairfield  antiquarians  who  have  long  been 
interested  in  the  reason  for  Mrs.  Hancock’s  continued  interment  in  the  old  Burial 
Ground.  Her  tombstone  reads  “This  stone/  Erected/  by  Thaddeus  Burr/  &  Eunice 
Burr/  to  the  memory  of  their  dear  friend,/  Mrs.  Lydia  Hancock;/  Relict  of  the 
Honble  Thomas  Hancock,  Esq./  of  Boston/  Whose  remains  lie  here  Interred/ 
Having  retired  to  this  Town  from/  the  calamities  of  War,  during  the/  Blockade  of 
her  native  City  in  1775./  Just  on  her  return  to  the  reenjoyment/  of  an  ample  fortune/ 
On  April  15,  A.D.  1776./  She  was  seized  with  the  apoplexy  and/  closed  a  life  of 
unaffected  Piety/  universal  Benevolence  and  extensive  Charity./  Governor  Hancock 
and  his  “4  ship  kernels”  apparently  decided  not  to  carry  out  their  pious  intention. 

Feb.  2 — Lois  (Chauncy)  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Hannah  (Wheeler)  Chauncy. 
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March  1 — The  Selectmen  met  and  gave  liberty  for  28,  making 
50  more  to  be  inoculated  (at  Jeremiah  Jennings)  who 
had  been  exposed  by  J.  J.’s  boy  having  as  some  said  the 
Small  pox,  others  the  chicken  pox. 

March  5 — Vote  for  inoculation  to  commence  today  &  last 
till  the  first  of  April  &  to  begin  again  Oct.  1st  &  last 
till  the  Annual  Town  Meeting.  (Whole  Town  inocu¬ 
lated — 11  died  of  the  inoculation). 

March  7 — I  was  inoculated — in  6  days  felt  the  symptoms — 
shivering  &  headache  &  low  spirits,  the  9th  day  had  a 
dozen  pock  break  out — headache,  very  dull,  &  finished 
breaking  out  the  twelfth  day.  They  turnd  succes¬ 
sively  &  I  had  70  pock  in  all.  Walked  out  every  day 
but  one  (a  stormy  day).  Employed  no  doctor. 

March  27 — Begun  school  again. 

(Of)  Number  Inoculated,  Died  Between  20  &  40  1 


10  &  20  0 


Under  10 


3 
1 
2 

4 


Above  90  years  of  age 
Above  60 
Between  40  &  60 


Inoculated  from  the  Infant  of  2  days  old  up  the  Age  of 
Ninety  &  both  had  it  light. 

People  had  the  symptoms  unusually  severe,  some  for  5  days — 
Cold  &  hot  by  turns,  shivering,  trembling,  Headache, 
Low  Spirits,  Numbness,  &  a  burning  Fever. 

Some  had  hard  symptoms  &  but  few  pock. 

A  sore  arm  was  generally  a  Sign  of  few  Pock. 

Some  few  had  Sore  Arms  3  Inches  in  Diameter. 

All  kinds  of  experiments  in  Diet  were  tried — Bacon,  Flip, 
Wine,  Bitters,  Saffron,  etc.  were  employed  in  many 
Inoculations. 

Those  without  Physicians  proceeded  as  well  as  those  with. 

Good  Nurses  the  most  Essential  Point. 

Inoculation  almost  universal  in  the  Old  Society  in  almost 
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every  house,  a  very  few  excepted,  10,  12,  &  17  in  a 
family  at  once,  very  general  in  Greens  Farms,  Green¬ 
field, — &  Stratfield  about  half.  Doctors’  fees  reduced 
from  2  to  1  Dollars  by  the  Favour  of  Dr.  Holbert. 
People  in  general  had  it  pretty  moderate.  Those  with¬ 
out  Salt  the  Easiest. 

Caught  the  Small  Pox  the  Natural  Way — 5 — of  which  but 
one  lived. 

April  20 — Mr.  Thos.  Hull  arrived  from  the  W.  Indies. 

May  29 — Died  James  Sayre  after  4  days  sickness  of  the 
scarlet  fever — This  Disease  seems  generally  to  go 
through  a  family  when  it  begins — The  Crisis  is  generally 
on  the  3d  day. 

Aug.  3 — Capt.  Barley  Sturges  movd  his  house  on  rollers  to 
the  corner  near  the  middle  wharf. 

Sept.  26 — Mr.  Taylor  a  cooper  came  to  the  Bartrams — People 
universally  troubled  with  Colds, — Symptoms,  Headache, 
sore  throat,  a  lassitude,  etc. 

Oct.  4 — Hull’s  Schooner  70  tons  this  day  by  8  hands  was 
unloaded  because  of  a  leak, — judgd  a  dangerous  vehicle 
over  the  great  pond.  N.B. — she  had  not  been  grav’d 
since  last  spring. 

Oct.  29 — A  snow  storm — The  dryest  fall  I  believe  ever  was 
known ;  scarce  any  rain  for  several  months — many  wells 
dry. 

Nov.  14 — St.  Pumpkin’s  Day 

A  little  before  this,  Capt.  Amos  Hubbell’s  brig,  loaded  with 
salt  (returning  from  the  W.  Indies)  near  L.  Island, 
sprung  a  leak ;  the  Salt  dissolving  &  both  Pumps  choak- 
ing,  she  sunk,  but  soon  after  rose  that  part  of  her 
quarter  where  they  left  her  ...  2  hands  bailing  were 
drowned,  the  rest  having  their  boat  made  ready  on  the 
quarter-deck,  rushed  it  out  of  her  wake  &  got  in  with  a 
few  bisket  &  200  oranges  &  no  water — after  5  days  they 


May  29 — James  Dennie  Sayre,  aged  sixteen,  son  of  Rev.  James  and  Sarah  (Dennie) 

Sayre. 

Aug.  3 — This  house  became  the  home  of  David  Penfield. 

Oct.  4 — grav’d — Scraped  and  cleaned  of  barnacles. 
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were  picked  up  near  the  Virginia  shore  riding  before  a 
northeaster. 

The  brig  being  old  and  rotten,  was  condemned  by  a  Carpenter 
before  she  saild. 

Nov.  26 — Hubbell’s  ship  launched  &  Silliman  Bibbins,  a  Boy, 
fell  10  feet  from  between  Decks  into  her  Hold  and  was 
taken  up  bruised  &  speechless. 

His  skull  was  crakd,  His  senses  wrecked, 

When  first  he  was  extracted  thence 
But  Wood’s  trepan,  And  skilful  hand 

Restored  his  strength,  his  speech  &  sense. 

Dec.  5 — Dimon  Hill,  ae  24,  after  dancing,  waiting  on  a 
Female  home,  wet  his  foot,  and  not  drying  it  before  he 
left  her,  he  was  taken  and  lived  only  7  days. 

1794 

Began  Black  Rock  School  for  40  Dolls. 

Feb.  21 — News  arrived  that  Ebenr  Sturges,  Hez.  Nichols  & 
a  boy  of  J.  Sturges  (all  of  this  town  &  belonging  to 
Allen  Nichols’  vessel)  were  dead  of  the  W.  India  fever. 

March  24 — Capt.  Squier  arrivd  from  Boston — on  his  Passage 
from  the  W.  Indies  he  found  a  Brig  adrift  (about  130 
tons)  &  carried  it  to  Boston.  .  She  belonged  to  Balti¬ 
more.  The  Captain  being  washed  overboard  in  a  Gale 
of  Wind,  the  remaining  Crew  being  destitute  of  provi¬ 
sion  got  on  board  of  another  Vessell. 

March  28 — Express  came  with  Embargo  on  all  W.  Indiamen. 
The  consequence  of  the  seizure  of  our  vessels  in  British 
Ports.  (Held  till  May  25th.) 

March  29 — Finished  School.  Baldwin,  Esq.  of  Greenfield 
died  at  New  Haven  having  been  sick  of  a  fever  but  4 
days.  Those  that  attended  him  at  Death  were  variously 

Feb.  21 — Hezekiah  Nichols  (1773-1794),  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Ann  (Penfield)  Nichols, 

and  brother  of  Allen  Nichols. 

The  boy  (son  of  Judson  Sturges)  was  Henry  J.  Sturges,  and  the  place  of  his  death, 

Kingston,  Jamaica.  He  was  thirteen  years  old. 

Ebenezer  Sturges  (1752-1794),  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Abigail  (Dimon)  Sturges. 
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affected,  some  with  Dizziness,  others  with  Numbness, 
puking,  etc. 

April  12 — W.  Sheffield,  Sami  Squires,  &  Taylor  families  left 
Black  Rock. 

April  19 — Died  Mrs.  Jennings  of  an  acute  fever. 

May  11 — Died  of  an  apoplectic  fit  of  2  hours,  James  Penfield. 
May  14 — Fairfield  Courthouse  raised. 

May  22 — Died  L(othrop)  Lewis’  wife. 

June  13 — Returned  home  after  an  absence  of  2%  years, 
Nehemiah  Burr,  Jr. 

July  8 — John  Wheeler’s  store  raised 

Aug.  23 — Died  Rebeckah  Burr  of  the  Dysentery. 

Aug.  24 — Died  Loretta  Silliman. 

Sept.  13 — Died  Philo  Burr.  7  persons  sick  with  dysentery. 


1795 

March  5 — Widow  Wheeler’s  exit. 

Extract  from  the  annals  of  folly —  A  subscription  is  opened 
to  give  Penfield  90  pounds  to  destroy  his  Mill  and  open 
the  Creek  for  the  accommodation  of  Eels,  Clams  and 
old  Shad  ! ! !  Amen. 

June  22 — died  Amos  Wilson’s  wife  of  the  Lockjaw 
June  27 — Capt.  David  Barlow  movd  from  the  point  Newfield 
to  my  house. 

July  12 — A  Black  of  J.  Sturges  drowned  in  Mill  River,  crab¬ 
bing  on  the  Sabbath. 

April  19 — Abigail  (Burr)  Jennings,  born  1736,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Wake- 
man)  Burr,  wife  of  Deacon  Moses  Jennings.  She  was  William  Wheeler’s  aunt.  The 
date  given  on  her  monument  is  April  18th. 

May  11 — James  Penfield,  senior  (1732-1794),  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Allen)  Penfield, 
managed  the  Penfield  mills  on  Ash  Creek.  He  was  brother  of  Samuel  Penfield,  keeper 
of  the  Sun  Tavern,  and  both  suffered  great  losses  from  the  British  invasion. 

May  22 — Ellen  (Burr)  Lewis,  first  wife  of  Lothrop  Lewis,  aged  thirty-seven. 

June  13 — Possibly  the  occasion  of  the  search  mentioned  May  15,  1788.  He  was  about 
twenty  years  old. 

Aug.  23 — Rebeckah,  daughter  of  Ozias  and  Sarah  (Nichols)  Burr. 

Aug.  24 — Loretta,  daughter  of  Captain  Nathaniel  and  Chloe  Silliman,  aged  three. 

Sept.  13 — Philo,  son  of  Ozias  and  Sarah  (Nichols)  Burr. 

March  5 — Abigail,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Oakley  and  widow  of  Nathan  Wheeler  (son  of 
Capt.  Jabez  and  Charity  (Beach)  Wheeler). 

June  22 — Eleanor  Lacy  (1768-1795)  first  wife  of  Amos  Wilson. 
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This  week,  6  men  on  their  way  from  York  to  Boston,  passed 
through  this  Town,  who  had  been  4  years  in  captivity  at 
Algiers,  chained  together  as  sail-makers. 

The  money  they  earned  more  than  their  daily  task  purchasing 
spirits  made  their  Master  drunk,  &  after  being  5  days  at 
sea  with  only  2  lb.  bread  &  a  little  Beef  in  a  small  sail 
boat,  almost  famished,  they  were  taken  up  by  a  Portu¬ 
guese  man-of-war. 

They  saw  Benjamin  Gould,  formerly  of  this  place  there  who 
was  on  a  Plantation.  His  Friends  had  not  heard  of  him 
for  15  years. 

Many  Americans  died  there  last  year,  among  whom  was  Capt. 
Sandford  of  Milford,  who  had  been  a  slave  there  for 
20  years. 

Near  this  time  a  man  died  at  Millriver  with  the  Yellow  Fever 
which  he  caught  in  New  York. 

Sept.  10 — Near  this  time  died  Esther  Thorp  of  the  yellow 
Fever,  supposed  to  have  caught  it  from  her  father  who 
died  a  week  before  &  caught  it  from  the  man  before- 
mentioned. 

Sept.  27 — The  Yellow  Fever  rages  more  now  than  ever  in 
New  York.  People  are  leaving  that  city  by  hundreds, 
the  vessels  and  stages  are  full. 

Cherry  Street  (%  a  mile  in  length)  is  entirely  empty.  Very 
little  business  done — 20  or  30  buried  in  a  Day — As  soon 
as  they  die  they  are  carried  to  the  Grave  by  a  waggon 
covered  with  tarrd  canvass. 

Communication  prohibited  between  that  City  &  Philadelphia, 
Newhaven,  &  Newfield. 

By  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Health  there  died  last 
week  159. 

Sept  29 — Aboard  of  the  Dolphin,  C.  B.  Commander  (Caleb 
Brewster). 

Sept.  10 — Esther,  daughter  of  Capt.  Eliphalet  Thorp  who  died  Sept.  1st,  aged  fifty-six 
years.  Capt.  Thorp’s  sudden  death  resulted  in  a  curious  mortgage,  made  out  by  Capt. 
Joseph  Squire,  Sept.  3,  1795,  “whereas  Eliphalet  Thorp,  deed,  did  article  &  indent  with 
sd.  Joseph  Squire  to  build  a  certain  vessel  &  to  launch  said  Vessel  afloat  in  the  Water; 
&  whereas  sd  Vessel  is  now  ready  &  into  the  water  &  whereas  sd.  Thorp  after  a  very 
short  sickness  about  48  hours  since  died  intestate  . ...” 


1766— The  Joseph  Silliman  homestead  (7) 

(Photographed  1873) 
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Oct.  5 — News  of  Captain  (Nathaniel)  Silliman  being  found 
murdered  in  Spain  (where  a  privateer  carried  him  May 
9th)  the  18th  of  June  at  8  in  the  evening  by  the  guard, 
robbed  of  his  watch  &  buckles. 

N.  S(illiman)  came  often  to  my  father’s  to  relate  his  ocean  stories, 
among  others  he  told  of  a  captain  from  Connecticut  river  who  swore 
he  never  was  afraid  of  anything  whatever  but  he  being  three  days  sail 
from  the  W.  Indies,  as  they  set  the  second  watch  in  the  night,  they 
saw  a  man  forward  whom  they  hailed  who  answered  not — then  they 
called  all  hands  &  the  Capt.  on  deck  and  they  had  one  more  than  the 
Brig’s  crew — 

who  could  the  stranger  be? 

none  durst  approach  for  some  time,  then  said  N.  (his  large  black  eyes 
glistening)  the  poor  Capt.  was  afraid — at  last  one,  more  bold  than  the 
rest,  went  up  to  him,  and  behold — it  was  a  Negro  run  away  from  his 
master,  who  had  secreted  himself  in  the  hold  forward,  &  being  almost 
famished,  came  on  deck  to  get  something  to  eat.  .  . 

This  same  N.  Silliman,  after  going  14  voyages  was  murdered. 

Oct.  6 — General  rendezvous  of  rust  at  Reading.  (Training 
Day)  Carson  outrun —  Standard  shot  to  pieces. 

Oct.  10 — ’Tis  computed  that  10,000  bushels  of  Oysters  will 
be  caught  in  the  Gut  of  Stratford  this  fall — 500  were 
taken  in  a  day. 

Oct.  17 — 15  Hhd.  of  run  (i.e.  smuggled)  Rum  found  at  Derby 
by  N.  Rowland. 

Nov.  6 — Moved  ! ! 

Nov.  13 — Holberton  married  to  Bathsheba  Peet. 

Dec.  1 — Bees  in  search  of  honey — Winter  comes  in  like  a 
lamb — No  bad  paymaster  at  last —  Winters  more  mod¬ 
erate  than  formerly — Wheeler’s  Ship  seized  as  a  Smug- 
ler  a  few  days  since  at  New  York. 

Hardly  a  child  escapes  the  hooping  cough. 

Dec.  9 — Launched  a  sloop  (10  tons)  with  15  men,  on  two 
slushed  logs  from  the  graving  banks  where  she  had 
been  driven  by  a  most  violent  storm  the  day  before. 
Which  storm  reachd  as  far  as  Portland — in  Massachu- 


Oct.  5 — Nathaniel,  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  and  Christiania  (Hubbell)  Silliman,  born  11 
Aug.  1763. 
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setts  the  most  severe  there  that  ever  was  known  and  did 
15,000  dollars  damage. 

See  another  year  is  gone 
Quickly  have  the  seasons  past 
This  we  enter  now  upon 
Will  to  many  prove  their  last. 

1796 

Jan.  11 — Very  moderate  weather  &  no  snow  but  one  small 
storm  till  today  when  old  hoary  Winter  lets  us  know  he 
is  in  earnest 

Jan.  15 — Saild  a  Sloop  with  50  Germans  who  are  to  be  sold 
for  their  passage  (10  Guineas)  They  were  cast  away 
at  Southampton  (L.I.)  in  a  Brig  about  a  week  before; 
two  days  previous  to  which  one  of  the  Company  was 
delivered  of  a  Child  whose  father  died  of  a  cold  caught 
in  the  Storm. 

Jan.  17 — Saild  a  Ship  built  for  N.  York  by  Hull  &  Lyon 
Newfield 

Jan.  18 — Saild  for  W.  Indies  Dav.  Barlow 

Jan.  21 — Snow  level  8  inches — Winter  has  been  so  moderate 
that  two  crops  of  apples  have  been  gathered,  the  last 
of  the  size  of  grapes  from  some  trees. 

Jan.  23 — Two  brothers  tried  for  murder  of  a  brother  by  the 
Grand  Jury — found  unworthy  of  a  trial 

Feb.  1 — About  this  time  several  people  have  paralytic  shocks, 
owing  to  the  sudden  changes  in  the  Atmosphere — 
Several  unbristled  Swine  have  the  measles. 

Feb.  12 — Sailed  Capt.  Tabur  for  Bedford,  with  800  bush  of 
Corn — Bank  of  100,000  Dolls  talkd  of  at  Millriver. 

Feb.  19 — James  Smedley  is  in  Town — Three  boys  inoculated 
for  the  Small  Pox  at  Capt.  Squier’s  A  piece  in  the  Tele¬ 
graph  on  Millriver  bank. 

March  12 — A  Dunning  Sermon — “Unloose  your  Purse- 
Strings” 

March  14 — Benedict  attempting  to  serve  an  Execution  on  N. 
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Burr,  had  his  arm  broken  by  a  hoe — News  of  his  son’s 
death  in  W.  Indies 

March  15 — E.  Bartram  at  home. 

March  17 — Foggy,  Thunder,  heavy  Rain,  violent  driving 
snowstorm  &  severe  cold  all  in  24  hours 

Ducks  are  all  ashore —  Why? —  Powder  is  12.  per  lb. 

John  Wilson’s  Barn  blown  down  on  5  horses — one  Meeting- 
House  window  blown  in —  Geese  plenty  as  black  ducks 
&  ducks  innumerable:  Near  this  period  a  boy  12  years 
old  of  E.  Burrs  has  his  skull  broke  by  a  horse  &  a  per¬ 
foration  therein  the  size  of  a  Dollar,  he  was  trepanned, 
never  lost  his  senses,  &  is  likely  to  do  well. 

March  31 — Reed,  a  letter  from  James  Squier 

April  18 — In  25  days  from  St.  Bartholomew  (via  Bermuda) 
arrived  the  Anson ,  Capt.  Dvd.  Barlow. 

June  4 — Capt.  Barlow  movd  from  my  house. 

June  23 — Of  the  Measles  died  Betty  Brewster — her  death  had 
been  expected  some  days,  when  the  day  before  her 
decease  an  Ulcer  breaking  and  discharging,  much 
relieved  the  respiration  and  indicated  a  hope  of  recovery. 

July  6 — Several  persons  arrive  from  N.  York,  sick  with  the 
Yellow  Fever. 

Sunday,  July  17 — Great  quantities  of  wheat  got  in. 

July  25 — Moses  Sturges  (fidler  in  chief)  in  a  scuffle  with  Eb. 
Bradley,  a  rake  of  19,  received  the  length  of  a  pen  knife 
through  his  ribs,  (about  this  date)  In  a  few  weeks  he 
recovered. 

Sept.  2 — The  dryest  Summer  that  has  been  for  17  years,  the 
leaves  of  corn  in  some  places  are  dead.  Potatoe  mon¬ 
gers  hardly  get  their  feed —  Roads  appear  to  be  burnt — 
Apples,  of  which  there  is  great  plenty,  fall  early,  ripe  but 
not  full  grown — Rain  plenty  back  but  none  here  since 
harvest  till  this  Day.  Very  healthy  with  cool  Breezes. 

Sept.  8 — The  Shop  of  D.  Deforest  (Newfield)  about  ten  in  the 
evening  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  &  Shelton  Edwards, 


March  14 — Nehemiah  Burr,  Jr.  (?). 

June  23 — Elizabeth  Burr  Brewster  (1792-1796),  daughter  of  Capt.  Caleb  Brewster. 


66 


THE  JOURNAL  OF  WILLIAM  WHEELER 


a  boy  who  kept  store,  with  three  bruises  on  his  head, 
his  throat  cut,  dead,  &  a  bed  thrown  over  him,  &  100 
dollars  in  banknotes  with  200  in  silver  missing,  but  no 
Goods. 

A  bottle  of  wine,  some  tea,  &  a  Shoemaker’s  hammer  were 
found  on  the  counter — 

Printed  handbills  were  dispersed  everyway  next  morning. 

Sept.  9 — Two  of  their  Nighest  Neighbors — J.  J.  a  noted 
Swearer,  Gambler,  wife-abuser,  etc.  of  Greenfield,  and 
J.  C.,  ditto,  a  noted  Whoremaster,  Polygamist,  one  that 
outrun  everything  but  Justice,  these  two  boarded 
together,  were  suspected  that  night,  and  cross  examined 
next  day. 

A  bloody  shirt  was  found,  their  evidences  (C.’s  wife  and  a 
girl’s)  disagreed,  they  were  out  14  of  an  hour  when  the 
deed  was  committed — 

11/2  yd.  of  cloth,  bloody,  was  found  at  a  distance  from  the 
house — J.  washed  the  blood  from  the  Corpse. 

Business  stagnates  &  Attention  is  excited  to  the  highest  pitch. 

Sept.  10 — Funeral  sermon  at  the  boy’s  father  (North  Strat¬ 
ford).  Mr.  Sly  of  North  Stratford,  a  man  aged,  respect¬ 
able  &  religious,  unacquainted  with  C.,  came  for  no  other 
purpose  to  Newfield  than  to  relate  a  Dream  in  which 
this  boy  appeared  staggering  &  told  him  that  he  was 
killed  by  a  hammer,  the  name  of  the  person  that  killd 
him  he  told,  which  Sly  forgot. 

Twice  did  he  dream  the  same  with  the  appearance  of  the 
Murderer  whom  he  said  he  could  distinguish  among  a 
thousand. 

Sly  being  introduced  to  J.  said  “That  is  not  he” ;  accidentally 
seeing  C.  and  a  number  more — “That  certainly  is  the 
man,”  &  approaching  him  exclaimd,  taking  hold  of  his 
hand,  “God  forgive  you,  you  have  murdered  the  boy !” 

C.  almost  black  in  the  face  said  “Perhaps  you  are  mistaken.” 

Sly  seemd  almost  crazy — Tears  running  off  his  chin. 

Sept.  8 — The  Deforest  store  stood  at  State  &  Water  Streets,  Bridgeport.  The 

brothers,  David  &  John  Deforest,  were  ruined  by  the  robbery,  but  David  subsequently 

made  a  fortune  in  South  America  and  returned  to  Connecticut,  settling  in  New  Haven. 

Orcutt  says  that  no  one  was  convicted  of  the  murder. 
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Oct.  24 — The  bones  of  the  Schoolhouse  divided. 
Oct.  30 — J.  Squier  married  to  E.  Wakeman. 

Nov.  22 — E.  Dimon  cut  his  throat. 

Dec.  30 — The  Wetmores  broken — Merchants 


1797 

Jan.  9 — Began  school  at  Black  Rock  for  9  Dollars  a  Month. 

Feb.  10 — Capt.  Allen  Nichols  touched  in  here — had  his  cargo 
taken  from  him  by  the  French  in  Guadeloupe. 

Bankruptcy  the  prevailing  epidemic  among  Merchants  more 
universally  than  ever  (probably)  was  known  here  before. 

Cause — Fires,  Fall  of  Provisions,  &  Capture  of  American 
property  by  the  French. 

March  7 — Died  at  Greenfield  Deacon  Hill,  aged  98  years. 

March  18 — Finished  school.  .  . 

April  9 — In  divine  service  P.M.,  J.  Smith’s  house  near  the 
meetinghouse  caught  fire  &  was  burnt  with  all  that  was 
in  it — in  three  days  he  had  another  covered  gratis. 

Same  day,  Ira  Jones,  printer,  Norfield,  nearly  expired  by  a 
large  dose  of  Laudanum  taken  the  night  before. 

April  14  — Good  Friday — Fast —  Thomas  Bulkley  broke  his 
arm  by  riding  over  a  cow. 

April  22 — Raised  my  barn. 

May  27 — An  African  having  broke  his  ankle  by  a  cart  over¬ 
turning  thereon  as  he  rode  therein,  Dr.  Spalding  cut  it 
off  &  he  died  immediately. 

Aug.  21 — Began  school  Black  Rock. 

Pigeons  of  which  at  this  season  20  years  ago  one  might  take 
20  Dozen  in  a  morn,  seem  entirely  to  have  deserted  us. 

A  Tax  laid  on  notes,  deeds,  etc.  by  Congress, — gradually  draw¬ 
ing  our  nose  to  the  Grindstone —  Posterity,  suffer  it 
not, — as  we  fought  for  our  liberty,  so  must  ye —  ’Tis 
time  to  begin! 

Oct.  30 — James  Squire,  son  of  Capt.  John  and  Lydea  (Taylor)  Jarvis  Squire,  married 

Eunice  Wakeman. 

Dec.  30 — Broken  =  bankrupt.  Prosper  Wetmore  &  Bros.  (Prosper,  Victory,  Robert  & 

William)  were  merchants  in  the  China  &  West  India  trade  in  Bridgeport  and  New  York 

City. 
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Oct.  3 — Two  Regts.  meet  on  the  bog  parade,  North  Stratford. 
3  men  in  one  company  faint  away  by  the  heat,  only 
standing  still,  in  a  long  valley  with  trees  surrounding  it. 

Nov.  16 — Thomas  Bartram  married  to  Sarah  Burr. 

Died  at  New  York  Capt.  Wasson  with  the  Yellow  Fever — A 
goat  on  board  had  the  same  and  the  hair  came  off. 
Annabel  cut  a  piece  out  of  his  throat;  his  drink  (after 
it  was  stich’d)  ran  out.  He  stuck  a  Spindle  through  his 
Gullet  first. 

He  was  a  soldier  at  the  Capture  of  Cape  Breton,  he  was  nearly 
76  years  of  age,  sensible  &  industrious,  not  very  indi¬ 
gent — His  motive  for  such  an  action  I  know  not — He 
was  alone  at  the  time — he  lived  only  a  few  days  &  died 
sensible  &  penitent. 

Dec.  1 — About  this  time  a  daughter  of  J.  B.  trades  out  at 
Newfield,  15  pounds  (pretending  to  be  another  woman) 
on  credit. 

Dec.  25 — A  negro  of  Gen.  Abel  by  the  splitting  of  a  gun, 
blows  off  three  fingers. 

1798 

Mar.  5 — Mrs.  Thorp,  having  cut  her  finger  slightly,  mortifica¬ 
tion  succeeded.  3  Doctors  attended — it  was  cut  off  with 
a  chizzel  &  the  finger  not  touching  the  black,  it  rather 
broke  than  was  cut.  She  recovered. 

Aug.  9 — Thermometer  at  97. 

1799 

May  5 — Died  my  Mother 

May  9 — Uncle  Wakeman  Burr  found  dead  in  a  Lot,  supposed 
to  die  in  a  fit. 

May  24 — Died  about  1  the  following  night,  my  brother  John's 
wife  in  an  apoplectic  fit. 

Nov.  16 — Sarah,  born  29  March,  1771,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Sarah  (Osborn)  Burr. 

Nov.  16 — Capt.  John  Wasson,  1754-1797.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph 

and  Rebecca  (Squire)  Bartram. 

May  5 — Deborah  (1730-1799),  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Wakeman)  Burr, 

wife  of  Ichabod  Wheeler  whom  she  married,  1752. 

May  9 — Wakeman  Burr  (1743-1799)  was  her  brother. 
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Aug.  22 — Married  John  Wheeler  to  Catharine  Holberton. 
Oct.  20 — An  excessive  gale  moved  J.  Wheeler’s  store  50  feet 
along,  carried  my  father’s  batteau  7  or  8  rods. 


1800 

Jan.  11  — Barlow  Sturges  raises  his  tavern  flag. 

March  16 — A  Sloop  caught  fire  by  Lime  Slacking. 

This  week  Mrs.  Wakelee,  aged  90,  had  fire  in  the  afternoon 
snap  on  her,  burnt  to  death — got  as  far  as  the  door. 

Nov.  22 — Married  Eleazar  Edgington  to  Miss  Patience 
Wheeler. 

1801 

To  Mr.  Reader —  We  are  entered  upon  a  new  Century — 
Ah,  what  changes  will  happen  before  this  100  shall  run 
out. 

Old  Book,  long  before  that  time  you  must  expire — but  how? — 
Pei  haps  cut  out,  leaf  by  leaf  for  shaving  paper — perhaps 
used  up  as  a  wrapper,  or  maybe  burned  all  at  once,  or — 
oh  ignominious  fate ! — devoted  to  Cloacine.  Be  that  as 
it  will,  live  as  long  as  you  can, — So  I  go  on  again. 

Jan.  11  — Died  Abraham  Parrit’s  wife. 

Feb.  10 — A  case  before  Dr.  Allen,  Esq.  John  Wheeler  sued 
Barlow  Sturges  for  damage  done  in  wheat  by  geese 
where  the  fence  was  insufficient —  ’Twas  proved  that 
the  geese  went  around  by  water  &  over  his  fence,  there¬ 
fore  the  plaintiff  recovered  Damage  &  Cost. 

Feb.  19 — Died  Thaddeus  Burr. 


Aug.  22 — John  Wheeler’s  first  wife  was  Lydea,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Lydea 
(Taylor)  Jarvis  Squire.  Catherine,  his  second  wife,  was  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas 
and  Ruth  (Wilson)  Holberton. 

March  16 — Tabitha,  widow  of  Zebulon  Wakelee. 

Nov.  22 — Patience,  daughter  of  Capt.  David  Wheeler.  Her  husband’s  name  appears 
elsewhere  as  Edgerton. 

Jan.  11 — Ruhamah,  mother  of  Rhoda  (Parrit)  Wheeler,  wife  of  the  diarist.  William 
Wheeler  married  Rhoda  Parrit  13  April,  1800. 

Feb.  19 — Thaddeus  Burr,  the  distinguished  resident  of  Fairfield,  at  whose  home 
during  the  Revolution  John  Hancock  married  Dorothy  Quincy.  He  was  distantly 
connected  with  the  Thaddeus  Burr  who  later  lived  in  Black  Rock  (see  Families ). 
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March  27 — A  storm  of  14  Days. 

May  27 — Died  Capt.  Samll  Squier,  respectable  as  seaman, 
merchant  &  magistrate. 

July  24 — Two  stores  (Perry’s  &  Osborn’s)  raised  at  Black 
Rock. 

Aug.  29 — Died  Daniel  Osborn,  Jr. 

Sept.  23 — Married  Capt.  Sellers  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Sanford. 

Oct.  10 — Measuring  for  a  road  to  Greenfield 

Nov.  30 — Died  of  a  hectic  fever,  Mrs.  Lucy  Sellers. 

Number  of  inhabitants  in  Black  Rock :  Capt.  Squiers  7  Burrs 
4 —  Sillimans  2 —  Gold  A —  J.  Bartram  A —  Sturges 
3—  Chancy  2—  H.  Osborn  5—  J.  Wheeler  2—  W. 
Wheeler  3 —  Brewster  7 —  C.  W.  2 —  Mrs.  Bart- 
(ram)  1 —  T.  Bartram  A —  J.  Wheeler  6 — Total  56 
(57?) 

1802 

March  4 — A  continued  storm  of  12  days  except  one — Nor  sun, 
Moon,  nor  blue  sky  appeared. 

July  27 — Died  Andrew  Rowland,  Esq. 

Aug.  22 — Fairfield  Bridge  fell  with  a  Load  of  Boards — Tur¬ 
ney  had  his  leg  broke  &  bruised  in  a  shocking  manner. 
Fairfield  town  paid  him  200  dollars. 

Dec.  20 — Town  meeting — road  from  Wm.  Wheeler’s  to  Read’s 
established.  For  one  acre  &  30  rods  of  my  land  &  138 
rods  of  fence  only  80  dollars  allowed.  Formerly  for 
village  road  by  Read’s  122  dollars. 


1803 

Jan.  23-— Married  Barnabas  Bartram  &  Deborah  Squier. 

Feb.  22 — Died  at  Bridgeport,  Daniel  Young. 

Oct.  10 — This  road  now  upper  Brewster  Street. 

July  27 — Judge  Andrew  Rowland  (1737-1802),  graduate  of  Yale,  who  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Governor  Fitch. 

Dec.  20 — This  road,  formerly  Church,  now  lower  Ellsworth  Street. 

Jan.  23 — Barnabas,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Burr)  Bartram,  married  Deborah, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Wheeler)  Squire.  To  her  for  her  “care  and  services" 
Capt.  Ichabod  Wheeler,  her  grandfather,  deeded  his  house. 
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March  5 — In  a  pleasant  night,  4  miles  from  Boston,  Capt. 
Woodhull  turning  a  boat  over,  fell  backward  over¬ 
board — A  seaman  soon  went  in  the  Boat  after  &  almost 
recovered  him  when  his  oar  broke — the  Seaman  was 
not  taken  up  till  next  morning. 

March  11 — Moved  50  feet  on  Rollers  Mr.  Riley’s  store. 

April  1  — About  this  time  came  Mr.  Riley  from  Staten  Island 
to  take  possession  of  John  Wheeler’s  house,  store  &c, 
for  which  he  gave  2500  Dollars. 

We  now  expect  that  Black  Rock  will  flourish  as  a  place  of 
trade,  as  there  are  6  stores  now  built  &  5  wharves  &  4 
vessels. 

The  Families  are  James  Squiers,  Nehemiah  Burrs,  Christiania 
Sillimans,  Job  Bartrams,  Hezekiah  Osborns,  Barlow 
Sturges,  Wolcot  Chaunceys,  Terence  Rileys,  Ebenezer 
Bartrams,  (Charles  Wakeman  a  black)  N.  Adams,  Caleb 
Brewsters,  William  Wheelers,  Ichabod  Wheelers,  Widow 
Woodhulls,  John  Wheelers,  Samuel  Reads,  David 
Wheelers  &  Chauncey  Wheelers,  16  (19?)  families  &  15 
dwellinghouses,  &  54  inhabitants  besides  those  by  Mr. 
Reeds,  exclusive  of  about  20  boarders. 

April  23 — Saturday  night  at  Burrs  ware,  E.  Patchin  &  Chaun¬ 
cey  Wheeler  trying  to  fish,  the  boat  sunk — 

They  hung  on  by  the  poles  for  an  hour  when  Wheeler  attempt¬ 
ing  to  swim  to  this  side  was  drowned.  Three  hours  or 
more  afterwards,  Patchin,  just  alive,  was  taken  off  by  a 
boat  from  the  upper  wharf. 

Thus  expired  the  father  of  9  children.  He  was  on  board  of 
the  Alliance  frigate  in  the  American  war  &  came  to  the 
relief  of  Paul  Jones  when  engaging  the  Serapis  Man-of- 
War. 

He  had  been  in  many  dangers  at  sea,  and  off  Branford  swam 
ashore  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  a  vessel  owned  by 
Capt.  Hobby,  which  was  very  soon  after  taken  possession 
of  by  the  enemy,  who  poured  several  volleys  of  shot  upon 


March  5 — Abraham  Cooper  Woodhull  of  Brookhaven,  L.  I.,  married  in  1782  Eunice, 
daughter  of  Seth  and  Mary  (Burr)  Sturges. 
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them  while  swimming  &  likewise  while  climbing  a  steep 
bank. 

He  was  a  man  brave  from  nature,  indefatigable  in  exertions 
for  the  support  of  his  family,  for  which  the  deepest 
recesses  of  the  Earth,  neither  cold,  heat,  nor  fire  nor 
water  could  ever  deter  him  while  alive. 

— Ye  for  whom  he  excavated  the  Earth  &  pierced  the  solid 
rock  &  hazarded  his  health,  limbs,  &  life  to  procure  that 
most  useful  of  all  fluids  for  you  &  your  families — the 
Orphans  &  Widow  claim  the  hand  of  Charity  &  benevo¬ 
lence, — generously  throw  in  your  mite. 

No  man  was  more  witty  than  he — &  Melancholy  must  have 
screwd  up  that  face  to  an  extreme  degree  which  a  touch 
of  his  brilliant  mirth  could  not  relax.  Some  failings  he 
had —  Charity,  over  these  draw  the  veil  of  Oblivion. 

May  20th — Road  from  Wm.  Wheelers  to  S.  Reads  opened 
&  mended. 

July  17 — B  Bibbins’  house  struck. 

Dec.  2 — Died  Ebenezer  Squier. 

Dec.  3 — Moved  to  my  house  Lewis  Goodsell  &  family  to 
build  a  vessel. 


1804 

April  27 — Died  Deacon  Daniel  Osborn. 

May  10 — Died  Seth  Sturges — about  a  week  before,  having  a 
cold,  he  was  taken  delirious  in  the  night,  went  out  in  his 
shirt,  &  staid  out  some  time,  which  occasioned  his  death. 
June  12 — Died  Hannah  Wheeler. 

July  3 — Lewis  Goodsell  &  family  left  my  house. 

July  25 — Danll  Lacy,  blowing  a  rock  near,  this  day,  the  charge 
went  off  &  hurt  his  hand  very  much. 

April  23 — Chauncy,  son  of  Capt.  David  and  Lois  (Chauncy)  Wheeler.  His  occupation, 
so  poetically  described,  may  need  interpretation  in  these  days  of  reservoirs  and  plumbing. 
He  was  a  well-digger. 

Dec.  2 — Ebenezer  (1754-1803),  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  and  Mehitable  (Burr)  Squier, 
married  29  June,  1776,  Mary  Wheeler,  sister  of  the  diarist.  She  is  later  mentioned  as 
“Sister  Squire.” 

May  10 — Seth  (1737-1804),  son  of  Seth,  Sr.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Peter  Burr. 
Three  of  their  sons,  Benjamin,  Barlow,  and  Gershom,  and  one  of  their  daughters, 
Eunice  Woodhull,  lived  in  Black  Rock  for  longer  or  shorter  periods  of  time. 
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Aug.  8 — James  Knap  took  my  father,  aged  80,  for  a  rate  made 
when  Black  Rock  was  joined  to  old  Fairfield  &  myself 
was  also  taken  &  paid  7/6d. 

N.B.  Black  Rock  district  was  joined  to  the  middle  district 
without  notice  &  against  their  will  to  get  our  money  to 
build  their  schoolhouse ! 

Nov.  15 — Tide  ran  into  our  spring. 

1805 

Feb.  27 — Died  widow  Christiania  Silliman. 

May  2 — Moved  to  Black  Rock  David  Penfield. 

About  this  time  the  town  ware  (fish-weir)  which  had  been 
gone  for  years  was  new  stuck  by  Danl.  Lacy,  Jr.  of  this 
place. 

May  18 — Upwards  of  70  Methodists  embark  at  Black  Rock  for 
a  camp  meeting  at  Hempstead  Plains,  L.  I. 

June  29 — Died  of  the  Yellow  Fever  in  the  W.  Indies,  Barna¬ 
bas  Bartram  of  Fairfield. 

July  20 — Drowned  Terence  Riley  of  this  place —  His  store, 
Vessel,  &c  were  attached  soon  after  the  news  came. 

Aug.  19 — Died  Wolcott  Chauncey  of  this  place  of  a  violent 
relax — a  disease  thought  to  originate  in  the  heat  of  this 
summer  which  has  continued  longer  &  with  less  inter¬ 
ruptions  than  for  many  years. 

Sept.  5 — Near  this  time  a  boy  10  years  of  Age  of  Danl  Wil¬ 
son’s  going  in  a  swimming,  contrary  to  his  father’s  com¬ 
mand,  was  drowned  in  the  whirlpool  near  the  mouth  of 
Ashhouse  creek. 

Sept.  6 — Died  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot  of  Fairfield. 

Feb.  27 — Christiania,  daughter  of  Richard  Hubbell  and  widow  of  Capt.  Joseph  Silliman. 
May  2 — David  Penfield,  son  of  James  and  Ellen  (Burr)  Penfield.  He  bought  the  house 
at  the  head  of  the  Middle  Wharf  from  Barlow  Sturges  and  eventually  purchased  from 
Barlow,  Benjamin  and  Gershom  Sturges  their  shares  in  the  Middle  Wharf  which  he 
managed  until  his  death. 

May  18 — This  camp  meeting  is  mentioned  in  the  Journal  of  Lorenzo  Dow  who  crossed 
the  Sound  and  landed  at  Black  Rock  after  its  conclusion. 

June  29 — Barnabas  (1773-1805),  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Burr)  Bartram. 

Aug.  19 — Wolcott  (1732-1805),  son  of  Robert  and  Hannah  (Wheeler)  Chauncy. 

Sept.  5 — David  Jennings  Wilson  (1794-1805). 
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1806 

March  10 — Died  of  a  relax,  Mary  Bartram,  aged  73. 

Nancy  Annabel  cut  her  throat  from  ear  to  ear  with  a  razor — 
a  Physician  being  called,  fainted  away  at  the  sight. 

April  13 — News  of  Robert  Wetmore  putting  a  period  to  his 
existence  at  New  York.  He  had  been  a  large  merchant 
at  Bridgeport. 

May  10 — Died  David  Wheeler,  aged  about  79. 

June  16 — Total  eclipse  of  the  sun.  Very  clear.  Two  stars 
were  seen. 

July  1  — About  this  time  came  2  letters  from  Mr.  Francis 
Forgue,  now  on  board  of  a  man  of  war  in  the  English 
channel — he  had  not  been  heard  of  in  15  years. 

July  13 — One  of  Green’s  cooper’s  broke  his  arm  scuffling. 

Sept.  14 — At  7  in  the  morning  died  my  father.  .  .  . His  constant 
temperance  until  his  last  moments  is  a  strong  satire  on 
the  drunkeness  of  the  present  day. 

Sept.  19 — Lightning  continued  some  hours. 

Nov.  25 — Died,  aged  69,  of  a  fever,  Rebeckah  Wheeler. 


1807 

March  21 — J.  Maltbie  &  6  men  besides  go  in  a  boat  to  Nor¬ 
walk  Islands  to  dig  off  a  V essel — they  got  her  off. 

March  24 — Died  of  a  Consumption,  Huldah  Gould,  wife  of 
Jo.  Gould. 

April  16 — Heman  Humphreys  ordained. 

May  10 — Nat.  Sherwood  aged  20  &  Nicols  Lacy  a  Boy,  fish¬ 
ing  at  Burr’s  ware,  by  some  means  unknown,  the  batteau 
upset  &  both  were  drowned ;  they  were  not  found  till 


March  10 — Mary  (1732-1806),  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Wakeman)  Burr  and 
widow  of  Ebenezer  Bartram. 

May  10 — Capt.  David  (1726-1806),  son  of  David  and  Esther  (Nichols)  Wheeler. 

Sept.  14 — Capt.  Ichabod  (1725-1806),  son  of  John  and  Lydia  (Porter)  Wheeler. 

Nov.  25 — Rebeckah  (1737-1806),  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail  Whitear  and  widow  of 
Abel  Wheeler. 

April  16 — Dr.  Humphreys  succeeded  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot  as  pastor  in  Fairfield. 
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Tuesday  morning,  lying  on  the  mud  near  the  mouth  of 
the  ware —  They  were  both  good  swimmers. 

Aug.  13 — Died  at  Bridgeport,  Nehemiah  Strong,  for  a  long 
time  noted  for  an  Almanac  Maker,  philosopher,  etc. 

Sept.  20 — Onesimus  Hubbell  related  to  me  (a  man  of  honesty 
and  veracity)  that  he  was  fishing  at  Burr’s  ware  about  a 
week  after  those  two  Youths  were  drowned  mentioned 
before,  from  one-o’clock  in  the  night  until  daylight  about 
three  hours  &  heard  the  whole  time  a  little  below  the 
mouth  of  the  ware  a  noise  like  a  person  struggling  under 
the  bottom  of  a  boat  to  get  out — he  was  so  frighted  he 
durst  not  stir  nor  speak — it  was  no  fish — it  was  a  star¬ 
light  night. 

Nov.  20 — A  Sloop  from  this  harbor  going  to  Long  Island, 
Charles  Wakeman  (a  black)  holding  the  Anchor  by  a 
rope,  it  fell  overboard  &  dragged  him  overboard — 

Two  immediately  went  after  him  in  the  boat.  He  was  about 
50 — had  been  very  stout.  Grief  &  Care  he  was  unac¬ 
quainted  with.  A  Voice —  I  have  heard  him,  when 
near  Round  Hill,  in  Black  Rock.  Drowned. 

Dec.  6 — Died  John  Turney  aged  90.  Though  rich  he  went 
very  meanly  dressed.  He  was  very  religious.  He 
seemed  to  have  a  perfect  Contempt  for  the  dress  & 
fashions  of  this  world  and  to  live  like  a  Citizen  of 
another.  He  had  the  Bible  at  his  tongue’s  end. 

I  must  describe  his  dress —  An  old  hat,  tyed  with  a  bowstring 
under  his  chin,  a  coat  without  any  seam  or  buttons,  tyed 
around  his  waist,  a  blanket  over  his  shoulders,  a  pair  of 
wornout  breeches,  the  legs  unlike,  without  knee-buckles, 
his  stockings  drawn  over  his  knees,  old  shoes  tyed 
together  with  rags  on  to  his  feet — 

A  beard  like  a  Jew — long  and  white — 

I  have  not  dwelt  upon  his  dress  out  of  ridicule  (God  in  every 
age  has  raised  up  such  characters  in  opposition  to  the 
extravagant  fashions  of  the  times — Heb.  11 :  37,  38) 

Dec.  14 — Pieces  like  ore  fell  out  of  the  Sky — one  weighed 
36  lb.  Several  pieces  fell  in  Weston — one  near  the  house 
of  Mr.  Prince  went  three  feet  into  the  earth. 
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A  ball  of  Fire  was  seen  in  the  North  with  a  sound  that  lasted 
a  minute — like  several  Cannon —  Seen  also  in  Virginia. 


1808 

May  13 — Died  of  the  Apoplexy  Mrs.  Fippeny 

Aug.  8 — Lighthouse  raised. 

August  14 — Three  of  G.  Osborn’s  sick  with  bilious  colic — 
arose  from  drinking  cider  that  ran  through  a  lead  cock. 

Nov.  13 — I  have  had  4  severe  boils  on  me  now — with  one  that 
is  on  my  shin  I  could  not  walk  for  a  month — I  had  the 
jaundice  for  a  fortnight  &  ever  since  the  first  of  this 
month  a  very  bad  cough,  want  of  appetite  &  weakness. 
William  has  the  hooping  Cough 

Nov.  26 — Died  my  wife  Rhoda  at  %  past  4  afternoon.  She 
was  gaining  strength  when  the  hooping  Cough  (as  I 
suppose)  seized  her  violently  and  a  fever  setting  in,  put 
a  period  to  her  existence.  She  was  extremely  distressed 
for  breath  three  days  before  she  died. 

She  said  many  times  that  her  hopes  were  good  that  she  was 
going  to  a  blessed  Eternity,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  was 
close  by,  hoped  she  would  meet  her  family  in  heaven. 
She  expired  at  last  without  the  least  struggle.  She  was 
kind,  honest,  industrious,  prudent,  and  a  person  of  few 
words. 

1809 

Jan.  8 — Died  at  the  Lighthouse  (of  which  he  had  the  care) 
John  Maltbie,  sick  of  the  Cramp  about  30  hours.  By 
fomentations  &  bathing  his  feet  in  warm  water,  the 
Cramp  was  driven  from  his  side  a  few  minutes  before 
he  died,  &  suppose  to  have  struck  his  heart,  when  he 
groaned  but  once  and  spoke  no  more. 

Feb.  1 — Died,  aged  63,  Nehemiah  Fippeny — about  5  weeks 
before  a  boat  bruised  him  on  the  lower  part  of  his  belly. 

Nov.  26 — Rhoda,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Ruhama  Parret  (Parrit  or  Parrott). 

Jan.  8 — John  (1769-1809),  son  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Allen)  Maltbie,  first  keeper 

of  Black  Rock  lighthouse.  He  married  8  Sept.,  1803,  Rachel,  daughter  of  Salathiel  and 

Huldah  (Wheeler)  Mason. 


THE  JOURNAL  OF  WILLIAM  WHEELER 


77 


He  walked  about,  troubled  for  breath,  when  he  attempted 
to  work,  but  was  not  sick  much  till  about  a  fortnight 
before  his  decease —  A  very  goodnatured,  honest  man. 

March  13 — Embargo  expired — at  an  extra  session  of  our 
Assembly  it  was  determined  to  oppose  Congress — 

The  Embargo  had  continued  a  year.  Our  shipping  mostly 
laid  up  &  Business  paralysed.  Now  importation  act  to 
England  &  France  begins. 

March  28 — About  this  time  the  house  of  Wm.  Silliman  caught 
fire  from  hot  ashes  in  a  box  and  was  burnt,  furniture 
saved. 

Sept.  17 — Sailed  from  this  harbor  for  Albany  and  from  thence 
destined  for  Westmoreland,  Brother  John  Wheeler  and 
his  7  children. 

Oct.  1 — Very  hot  &  dry — no  frost  yet —  4  Bears  are  seen  by 
the  narrow  Creek,  an  old  one  &  3  young. 

Oct.  5 — Died  at  Stratfield,  Zach.  Sherwood  of  the  Yellow 
Fever,  caught  unloading  a  Vessel  from  the  W.  Indies 
which  had  one  hand  that  died  on  board  of  her. 

Oct.  7 — Finished  my  Well  (10  feet  depth)  2  days’  digging 
ston’d  in. 

Oct.  29 — Many  hives  of  Bees  destroyed  by  worms — they  are 
a  white  worm  with  millers  among  them,  they  eat  up  all 
the  honey — I  took  up  one  this  day  that  had  hundreds. 

Dec.  5 — Died  Nabby  Jennings  in  her  90th  year. 

1810 

Feb.  10 — James  Mitchel  (one  of  Green’s  coopers)  died  after  a 
week’s  sickness  with  Pleurisy. 

May  5 — Moved  to  Herkimer,  Capt.  Brewster  &  family. 

Sept.  14 — Died  William  Pitt  Beers. 

Sept.  21 — Died  of  a  rupture,  William  Dimon. 

More  apples  than  was  ever  known. 

Dec.  5 — Abigail,  daughter  of  Joseph  Jennings,  Jr.  (?). 

Sept.  14 — W.  P.  Beers  (1766-1810),  “Late  of  Albany  in  the  State  of  New  York.” 

Sept.  21 — William  Dimon  (1739-1810),  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  Dimon.  Elsewhere 

Wm.  Wheeler  writes  of  him  “He  was  peculiarly  facetious  &  very  odd.  He  always  called 

me  his  namesake — he  said  that  everything  was  God.” 
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1811 

Jan.  3 — Married  Frederic  Girond  of  New  York  to  Miss  Eunice 
Sayre  of  Black  Rock. 

About  this  time  died  Ezekiel  Leathers,  a  soldier  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  war. 

March  7 — Died  Levi  Jennings  of  Fairfield  Woods. 

Oct.  31 — The  highest  tide  for  20  years, — it  ran  into  the  old 
pasture  swamp. 

Dec.  16 — Earthquake. 

Dec.  18 — Died  of  the  pleurisy  (sick  one  week)  Michael  Jen¬ 
nings,  also  a  son  of  Joseph  Hays,  about  20  years  of  age. 

Dec.  24 — A  more  violent  gale  was  not  felt  here  since  1780. 
18  vessels  went  ashore  betwixt  here  and  New  York, 
several  bilged — 3  from  Black  Rock.  4  men  from  a  ship 
that  drove  ashore,  swam  4  rods  in  the  snowstorm  and 
did  live.  People  were  blown  down  as  they  walked  the 
roads. 

Cold  Christmas. 

1812 

Jan.  21 — Died  David  Allen,  Esq. 

March  18 — Died  Widow  Lydea  Squire,  aged  76. 

June  2 — Left  this  place  for  Westmoreland,  Sister  Squire  & 
family  in  Hoyt’s  packet. 

June  24 — This  week  arrived  a  Proclamation  for  War  with 
England  by  Madison,  President  of  Congress. 

June  14 — Funeral  of  Capt.  Smedley  &  Capt.  Waring’s  child. 


Jan.  3 — Eunice,  daughter  of  Rev.  James  and  Sarah  (Dennie)  Sayre. 

March  7 — Levi  (1735-1811),  son  of  Isaac  and  Phebe  Jennings. 

Dec.  18 — Michael  (1778-1811),  son  of  Matthew  and  Rebecca  (Morehouse)  Jennings. 
Joseph  (1789-1811),  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Hayes  (?). 

Jan.  21 — David  (1743-1812),  son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Gold)  Allen. 

March  18 — Lydea  (1737-1812),  daughter  of  Noah  Taylor  of  Norwalk.  She  married  (1) 
Isaac  Jarvis  of  Norwalk  and  (2)  Capt.  John  Squire  of  Black  Rock,  as  his  third  wife. 
June  2 — Mary  (Wheeler)  Squire,  widow  of  Ebenezer. 

June  14 — Capt.  Samuel  (1753-1812),  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Burr)  Dimon  Smedley. 
He  was  for  many  years  collector  of  customs  in  Fairfield.  Wm.  Wheeler  states  that 
“In  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  was  chased  into  Black  Rock  by  the  Kingfisher.” 
This  does  not  do  justice  to  his  service,  for  he  commanded  two  privateers,  the  Hibernia 
and  the  Defence,  and  was  twice  captured  by  the  British,  the  second  time  being  com- 
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Aug.  14 — 4  vessels  nearly  100  tone  each  lie  nose  by  nose  in 
Brewster’s  Cove  &  four  more  at  the  wharves,  useless  by 
reason  of  the  war. 

Oct.  28 — Died  of  the  dropsey,  Josiah  Lacy,  Esq.  of  Bridge¬ 
port,  aged  66 

This  foolish  &  unnecessary  war  goes  much  against  us — 
Gen.  William  Hull  taken  &  2500  men  &  this  week  news 
of  400  killed  &  800  wounded  on  Lake  Erie  by  the  British 
&  Indians. 

Corn  &  Rye  a  dollar  per  Bushel,  Wheat  flour  12^. 

Just  before  this,  Capt.  Keeler  of  this  port  taken,  coming  from 
Boston  &  plundered  of  $1,000.00 

Dec.  30 — This  Day  3  Commissioners  lay  out  a  new  road  from 
the  stage  road  beyond  Read’s  to  the  horse  tavern  to 
accommodate  Black  Rock. 

Within  a  week  a  man  has  his  leg  broken  in  town,  Stephen 
Perry  has  his  collar  bone  broke — and  another  has  his  leg 
broke,  in  the  distance  of  2  miles — 


1813 

Jan.  23 — News  from  the  encampment  at  Platsburgh  that 
James  Squire,  Peter  his  son,  a  boy,  Joel  Macrea,  Wicks 
&  Wheeler  Patchin,  all  of  Fairfield  were  dead  with  the 
Typhus  Fever.  10  or  12  died  in  a  day. 

March  26 — Died  Deacon  Moses  Jennings. 

March  8 — Died  Albert  Burr,  aged  9  years. 

May  3 — Aunt  Gold  had  a  shock  of  the  palsy. 


mitted  to  Old  Mill  prison  in  Plymouth,  England,  whence  he  escaped  to  Holland  and 
returned  to  America  in  1782.  Concerning  his  father,  James  Smedley,  William  Wheeler 
tells  the  following  story:  “He  was  wounded  under  Abercrombie  in  the  old  French 
war.  When  carrying  him  off  some  one  asked  why  they  stopped  to  carry  him  off, — He 
cryed  out  ‘I  am  a  Colonel!  I  am  a  Colonel  I*  ” 

Samuel  Darling,  aged  ten  months,  son  of  James  and  Betsy  Waring. 

Dec.  30 — Straightening  and  extending  what  is  now  the  Post  Road  or  Fairfield  Avenue 
(see  Roads). 

Jan.  23 — James  (1772-1812),  son  of  Capt.  John  and  Lydea  (Taylor)  Jarvis  Squire. 
March  26 — Moses  (1733-1812),  son  of  Isaac  and  Phebe  Jennings. 

March  8 — Albert  (1804-1813),  son  of  Thaddeus  and  Rhoda  (Meeker)  Burr. 

May  3 — Elizabeth  (Burr)  Gold,  widow  of  Col.  Abraham  Gold. 


82 


THE  JOURNAL  OF  WILLIAM  WHEELER 


Feb.  8 — People  cross  the  harbor  on  ice — 

Feb.  11 — Moses  Judah  and  Mehetable  Squire  married 
Feb.  12 — Died  Gershom  Sturges  child 

Feb.  14 — Extreme  cold —  The  harbor  froze  as  far  as  you 
can  see — ice  on  fresh  water  1%  foot  thick —  coldest 
winter  since  1805  Corn  2  doll  per  bushel  Rye  1^2 
In  North  Carolina  the  snow  was  6  inches  deep  on  a  level — 
at  Raleigh  ten  inches  Thermometer  at  6 —  and  at 
Charlestown  (S.C.) 

Feb.  7 — a  fall  of  Snow  and  very  severe  weather —  At  Phila¬ 
delphia  Feb.  15  was  2  below  0 —  The  cold  weather  has 
prevailed  through  the  U.  States — 

March  1 — Harbor  froze  over — good  sleighing 

James  Monroe  Pres,  of  U.  S.  and  Governor  Tomkins 
vice-president 

March  10 — Thunder  and  Rain 

Com.  Bainbridge  at  Black  Rock 
Cast  away  the  Columbia  on  the  Ocean,  owned  by  Anthony. 
April  1 — very  warm  and  pleasant 
April  5 — Sam  Sherwood  moved 
April  25 — died  Mrs.  Betsey  Sturges — 

Corn  3  dol  per  bushel  and  very  scarce — 

May  12 — Mr.  Read  begun  school. 

Married  Capt.  Thorp. 

May  15 — died  Tom  (John?)  Silliman — Consumption 
May  21 — Raised  Bradley  Perry’s  house — 

May  22 — 1305  shad  caught  at  one  haul — Stratford 
May  29 — Jabez  Hubbell  died  of  Fairfield 
June  1 — A  Frost 

June  12 — Died  of  Cancer  Mrs.  Sherwood 
June  20 — Passed  on  James  Monroe — 

July  5 — died  Father  Parrit 


Feb.  11 — Mehitable,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Eliot)  Squire. 

Feb.  12  Jonathan  Sturges,  and  Mary  Ann  who  died  in  July,  were  children  of  Captain 
Gershom  and  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Sturges. 

April  25  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Sturges,  wife  of  Gershom  and  daughter  of  Lothrop  and 
Ellen  Lewis. 

May  15 — Jonathan  Silliman  died  May  14th  (tombstone). 

July  5 — Abraham,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Parrott,  b.  1753. 
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July  12 — died  Charles  Woolsey  a  black  cut  his  throat  left  8 
children  &  wife. 

July  18 — they  have  begun  a  Conference 
July  26 — died  Mary  Ann  Sturges  with  Dropsy  in  her  Head 
Aug.  25 — About  this  time  U.  Bulkley  store  broke  open — 
robbed  of  100 —  Bradley  Perry  horse  stolen 
Thad.  Fields  says  he  has  500,000  in  specie  &c  &c  given  him  by 
will 

Sept.  6 — Went  out  for  the  first  time  Sloop  Eagle 
Sept.  8 — Married  Wakeman  Thorp  to  Marietta  Osborn 
Sept.  9 — Died  George  Thorp  in  North  Carolina 
Oct.  11 — died  of  Southern  fever  Truman  Beardslee  aged  19 
Oct.  14 — Sailed  from  Providence  three  formerly  belonging  to 
this  place — for  Ohio. 

Oct.  28 — Job  Bartram  &  Stephen  Morehouse  fishing  off  the 
Bar  were  both  drowned — the  Boat  was  found  bottom  up 
Nov.  13 — Stephen  Morehouse  was  found  drifted  on  Shore  on 
the  flat  near  the  money  beach  in  the  night — 5  or  6  went 
out  with  lanthorns  for  the  purpose — his  eyes  ears  and 
nose  and  hair  was  gone — 

Nov.  14 — Amos  a  black  was  hung  at  Danbury  for  a  Rape — 
15,000  people  present — 

Nov.  18 — the  Body  of  Job  Bartram  found  on  Norwalk  Island — 
buried  in  Fairfield. 

Raised  Black  Rock  Academy  30  by  20 

Nov.  17 — Married  Bradley  Perry  to  Julia  Thorp 

Dec.  3 — died  Wilson  Knap’s  child — croup 

A  new  Market  Boat  {Mary)  sails  from  here 
Dec.  26 — Mr.  Huet  preacht  ye  probationary  sermon  at  Fairfield 


1818 

Jan.  4 — The  lowest  Tide — %  an  acre  of  middle  ground  bare. 
Jan.  15 — Nathaniel  Huet  was  installed 

Jan.  31 — Snow  storm  and  very  cold  weather  has  commenced 
today — Season  very  moderate  till  this  time — Winter 
never  dies  in  debt. 
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Feb.  10 — Harbour  froze  to  the  Point  hard  enough  to  bear  a 
Man  extreme  cold 

Feb.  2 4 — Harbor  froze  over  till  this  day 
March  3 — Capt.  Sheffield  moved  to  five  mile  river 
About  this  time  Joseph  Lacy  aged  22  had  a  fit  and  fell  in  the 
fire,  burned  him  that  he  died  in  a  week’s  time — 

March  5 — there  was  87  smacks  in  this  harbor 
April  7 — Moved  to  Black  Rock  Major  Sami  Burr 
April  30 — This  month  has  been  generally  cold  &  wet  not  more 
than  one  week  pleasant  weather. 

May  12 — Very  backward  spring — but  3  or  4  days  of  clear 
weather  in  a  month. 

May  14 — About  this  time  from  the  W.  I.  arrived  Capt.  G. 
Sturges  with  fruit,  molasses  &  spirits  he  was  gone  about 
13  weeks 

May  16 — About  this  time  found  a  dead  body  drove  on  Fair- 
field  Beach — supposed  to  have  been  drowned  from  a 
Smack  off  this  harbor  last  March 
Mr.  Dutton  has  begun  teaching  School  at  Black  Rock 
(May  20) — Married  Mr.  Jessup  Banks  to  Miss  Laura  Sher¬ 
wood). 

May  27 — Went  away  from  our  house  Capt.  Anthony  &  family 
for  New  York — embarked  on  board  of  Capt.  Thorp’s 
packet. 

June  2 — Arrived  here  from  Albany  Mrs.  Anna  Anderson 
June  6 — Two  Ladies  &  a  Gentleman  passing  by  the  house  in 
a  Waggon,  some  of  the  harness  broke  &  the  waggon 
upset — One  of  the  women  was  bruised  a  little  but  no 
material  injury  suffered — 

Aug.  4 — A  more  growing  Summer  has  not  been  for  7  years, 
which  is  more  remarkable  as  several  preceding  were  cold 
and  backward.  Large  crops  of  Grapes  Wheat  &  Oats — 
some  very  hot  weather — very  healthy 
Aug.  8 — About  this  time  a  dry  spell  of  weather — scarcely  any 
water  for  Cattle  to  drink,  but  there  has  been  a  little  rain 
today. 

Aug.  20 — Some  rain  and  foggy  unhealthy  weather,  some 
people  sick  with  fever. 


1800 — The  Gershom  Sturges-Benjamin  Penfield  homestead  (9) 

(Photographed  1897) 
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About  this  time  in  Trumbull  there  was  a  girl  killed  by  Light¬ 
ning  who  was  aged  13 

Sept.  4 — Ebenezer  Bartram  &  Family  started  from  Black 
Rock  for  Westmoreland  by  water,  a  journey  of  260  miles. 
About  this  time  John  Beardsley  was  sick  with  the  southern 
fever  for  about  4  weeks,  he  was  brought  very  low  every¬ 
one  despaired  of  his  life  he  discharged  black  matter  and 
began  to  grow  cold,  but  life  returning  he  gets  better  fast. 
Sept.  18 — The  line  storm  A  heavy  wind  as  ever  blew. 

Sept.  24 — Walter  Thorp  aged  5  years  son  of  Walter  Thorp 
of  this  place  fell  off  the  wharf — he  was  found  in  the 
evening  lying  across  the  painter  of  a  Boat  and  drowned — 
Sept.  30 — Moved  from  our  house  to  Mill  River  Tuttle 
Wheeler  wife  &  daughter 
Oct.  5 — Meeting  to  ratify  State  Constitution 
Oct.  12 — About  this  time  G.  Sturges  brought  his  new  wife 
from  N.  York. 

Oct.  21 — Constitution  of  this  State  established 
A  more  warm  fall  has  not  happened  in  ten  years — 5  have  had 
the  typhus  fever  this  fall  in  Black  Rock — 3  market 
boats — ( William ,  Mary  &  Trimmer)  sail  from  hence 
Oct.  31—1  saw  at  Bridgeport,  a  Camel  between  7  &  8  feet 
high  with  the  Arabian  saddle  on  his  back 
An  African  Lion  tame,  the  keeper  put  his  hand  in  his  mouth — 
The  Lama  from  Peru  of  a  brownish  white  he  had  very 
fine  wool — The  Marmoset  and  Two  Monkeys  who  danced 
to  the  music  of  the  Cymbal  &  bass  drum,  walked  the 
slack  rope,  &c — 

Dec.  13 — As  moderate  Season  as  perhaps  ever  known  till  this 
day  when  snow  falls  2  inches  depth 
Dec.  23 — Married  Mr.  Jesse  Studley  to  Miss  Selina  Beers 
both  of  this  place 
Dec.  25 — Green  Christmas 
Two  sick  with  typhus  Fever  in  Black  Rock 
Dec.  31 — There  has  died  of  Mr.  Huit’s  Congregation  this 
year  11 


Oct.  12 — Captain  Gershom  Sturges’  “new  wife”  was  Elizabeth  Rowland,  whom  he  had 
married  in  New  York  September  21st. 
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1819 

Jan.  3 — Snow  comes  this  day  %  foot  depth 

Jan.  7 — Died  Mr.  Isaac  Jennings — 

Jan.  28 — Sailed  from  this  place  for  the  Southward,  the 
Abeionia ,  owned  by  Thos.  Bartram,  laden  with  oats, 
Grain,  &c. — 

Jan.  29 — The  weather  has  been  as  warm  as  Spring  for  about 
3  weeks  until  today  when  there  comes  some  snow. 

Feb.  5 — Died  Julia  Burr,  only  daughter  of  Col.  David  Burr 
of  Fairfield  with  the  typhus  fever  after  a  fortnight’s 
illness.  In  Richmond  County  (N.C.)  Died  Mr.  Thomas 
Hatchcock,  aged  126  years  he  left  a  numerous  family  of 
children,  one  son  aged  93  another  87  and  another  16 — 

Feb.  13 — there  has  been  as  warm  weather  as  ever  was  known 
for  winter  from  January  12  until  this  day  when  there 
comes  a  driving  snow  storm  banks  2  or  3  feet  depth  very 
nigh  tides,  high  wind  to  the  North  East — 

March  19 — died  Hezekiah  Nichols 

March  20 — Six  snow  storms,  very  violent  this  month  and 
Snow  drifts  as  high  as  the  fences  with  some  good  slay¬ 
ing  the  like  has  not  been  seen  in  a  spring  month  I  believe 
for  twenty  years  past — harbor  froze  over 

About  this  time  died  Lyman  Godfrey 

Six  coasters  sailed  from  Black  Rock  this  spring  all  owned 
here. — 

Married  about  this  time  Wm.  Herbert  to  Eliza  Wager — 

28  inhabitants  of  Black  Rock  are  gone  as  sailors,  one  half  of 
which  are  captains. — 

March  28 — A  heavy  storm  from  the  S.  much  sharp  lightning 
and  one  loud  clap  of  thunder. 

A  tree  struck. — 

A  little  before  the  Belle  (a  Boston  coaster)  drove  off  7  days — 
got  into  Old  Town. 

April  18 — Heavy  Thunder  Showrs  all  the  afternoon  Wind 


March  19 — Captain  Hezekiah,  son  of  Ephraim  and  Rebecca  (Gold)  Nichols,  b.  25 
Jan.  1744. 
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NE  Some  Hail.  Struck  Stratfield  Meeting  House  light¬ 
ning  followed, — The  Rod  within  two  feet  of  the  Ground 
broke  one  window. 

May  12 — Lewis  Ufford  (Capt)  of  the  Intrepid  a  Market  Boat 
that  sails  from  here  to  New  York  fell  overboard  and  was 
Drowned  off  against  Oyster  Bay  Aged  22  Years 
May  15 — Storm,  North  East  Wind  for  nearly  three  weeks 
All  the  ponds  filled  with  water. — 

June  20 — Lewis  Ufford  was  found  floating  off  Smithtown 
(L.I.)  Harbor  and  was  taken  up  and  interred  in  the 
Burying  Ground.  None  of  his  natural  looks  remained. — 
July  31 — It  has  been  very  dry  and  warm,  scarce  any  rain  but 
a  few  small  showers  this  month,  wells  and  ponds  of 
water  dryed  like  stuble 

Aug.  2 — Heavy  Thunder  and  Sharp  Lightning  in  many  places 
and  a  hard  shower  of  rain — 

Sept.  29 — Died  Mr.  Ebenezer  Sherman  aged  66 
Oct.  6 — Died  Mrs.  Burr  with  Old  Age  aged  79 
Oct.  7 — Died  Mary  Perry  Daughter  of  Seth  Perry 
Oct.  9 — A  heavy  storm  from  the  South  East. 

Oct.  20 — Innumerable  number  of  small  Mackarel — the  har¬ 
bour  seems  to  be  alive  with  them — very  few  have  been 
seen  for  forty  years  past — then  there  was  a  like  number 
and  they  were  larger — their  food  goes  with  them  being 
very  small  fish,  and  of  a  shining  appearance  in  infinite 
numbers — 2500  mackarel  were  caught  in  the  seine  at  a 
haul  this  day  and  as  many  more  ran  through  it — fifty 
might  be  caught  by  a  hook  &  line  in  a  tide  by  a  single 
person. — They  had  been  taken  in  the  Sound  about  a  week 
before — warm  and  pleasant  weather — More  sickness  than 
has  been  known  for  many  years — Dysentery  &  Typhus 
Fever — Healthy  at  this  place. — 

Oct.  25 — died  with  the  Dysentery  Mrs.  Morehouse  wife  of 
John  Morehouse 

Oct.  28 — Ellen  Morehouse  died  of  the  same  sickness  aged  17 
also  Susan  Morehouse  died  of  the  same  aged  2  years — 


Oct.  6 — Sarah  (Osborn)  Burr,  widow  of  Nehemiah  (?). 
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about  this  time  Ward  Bulkley  aged  16  and  Sami  Wheeler 
of  the  Typhus  Fever 

Nov.  23 — Died  Miss  Hannah  Burr  aged  50  Years  with  the 
Typhus  Fever 

Nov.  24 — Married  Daniel  Wilson  and  Maria  Keeler,  both  of 
this  place — 

Dec.  19 — The  first  hard  N.E.  storm  since  last  spring — What 
little  rain  we  had  came  from  the  S.W. — A  great  drought 
all  the  last  Summer  &  fall — no  water  in  the  valleys, 
scarcely  any  in  any  wells — in  some  places  they  go  a  mile 
for  water — we  have  2  feet  water  in  our  spring 

Roads  entirely  hard  &  dry  for  many  months  warm  &  pleas¬ 
ant  for  the  most  part — cattle  feeding  on  grass  which  is 
green  for  the  season. 

Dec.  30 — Violent  N.E.  wind,  much  snow  very  cold — harbor 
froze  over  in  one  night — the  weather  has  been  unusually 
pleasant — green  earth  no  mud — very  dry — A  Sloop  drag¬ 
ging  her  anchor — they  cut  her  mast  away  between  the 
Light  &  Bar — One  Sloop  drifted  on  the  Beach. 


1820 

Jan.  15 — Sailed  from  this  Port  for  W.  Indies  the  Chauncey — 
Jan.  17 — two  days  after  change  &  one  after  Perigee  and  a 
violent  East  wind  happened  the  highest  tide  remembered 
in  this  country  by  more  than  6  inches,  perpendicular — 
it  ran  across  the  Ship  yard  near  a  foot  deep — 
one  wharf  &  one  store  were  thrown  down  and  other  damage 
at  this  port — Large  cakes  of  ice  were  thrown  up  6  feet 
high — The  Intrepid  (market  boat  of  this  place)  was  car¬ 
ried  up  into  a  cornfield  at  wreckers  Island — Two  large 
stars  were  seen  nigh  the  moon  at  that  time — 

1819 — Deaths  at  this  time  in  the  Bulkley  and  Morehouse  families:  Ward,  d.  30  October; 
David,  d.  5  November,  aged  12;  Cornelius,  d.  5  December,  aged  6  months;  children  of  Isaac 
and  Mehitable  Bulkley.  Susanna,  d.  18  October,  aged  2;  Eleanor,  d.  30  October,  1819, 
aged  18;  children  of  John  and  Hannah  (Gold)  Morehouse:  Hannah  (Gold)  Morehouse, 
d.  25  October,  aged  42. 

Nov.  24 — Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  and  Anne  (Jennings)  Wilson.  Maria,  daughter  of 
David  and  Esther  (Bradley)  Keeler. 
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Feb. — Snow  fills  the  road  from  side  to  side  in  some  places — 
very  pleasant — fine  sleighing — 

April  6 — Snow  melts  as  it  falls. — 

May  3 — died  at  Bridgeport  Tuttle  Wheeler — 

June  11 — Died  in  Fairfield  Andrew  E.  Burr,  son  of  Col.  Ger- 
shom  Burr. 

July  4 — Allen  Larry  [Perry?]  of  Bridgeport  in  attempting  to 
fire  a  cracker  had  his  hand  shattered. 

July  27 — The  Chauncey  arrived  from  the  W.I.  with  61  hogs¬ 
heads  of  Rum. — 

Wheat  and  Rye  good — Fruit  in  abundance.  Very  healthy — 
Showers  almost  every  day. 

July  29 — Died  George  third  King  of  England  aged  eighty 
two  years — 

Aug.  31 — Launched  in  Black  Rock  the  Schooner  Leader  owned 
by  Thos.  Bartram  more  than  300  people  present 

Sept.  3 — Died  Aunt  Burr,  Wife  of  Uncle  Ozias  Burr  in  the 
82  Year  of  her  age. 

Sept.  6 — Died  Mr.  William  Hoyt  of  Greenfield  formerly  of 
Black  Rock  with  the  prevailing  Fever. 

Sept.  17 — Married  in  Fairfield  the  Revd  Andrew  Eliot  to 
Miss  Sophia  Wasson. — 

Sept.  25 — Died  of  the  Dysentery  Thos.  Elwood  formerly  a 
lieutenant  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

Sept.  29 — died  Jabez  Jennings. 

Oct.  5 — Married  in  Bridgeport  Mr.  James  Clifford  to  Miss 
Emily  Burroughs — 

Oct.  29 — Married  Eliad  Rockwell  to  Hester  Woolsey  (?) 

Nov.  9 — Obadiah  Jones  to  Elizabeth  Rowland — Fairfield 

Nov.  12 — Driving  storm — Snow  if  level  2  inches  deep — the 
first  snow — good  sleighing. 

Nov.  30 — Married  George  Hawley  of  Kaatskill  to  Marietta 
Burr. 

Dec.  11 — -Married  George  Osborn  (?)  to  Sarah  Morehouse. 

Dec.  28 — Harbor  froze  to  the  Point —  No  snow.  This  day, 


Sept.  6 — William,  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Weed)  Hoyt  of  Stamford,  who  had 
occupied  the  John  Wheeler  house  (15) 
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Widow  Baker  of  Old  Mill  was  burnt  in  a  house  which 
was  consumed 

Dec.  31 — From  Joel  1.3.  Mr.  Waterman  (Bridgeport) 
preached  an  anniversary  historical  discourse  on  the  first 
landing  of  our  forefathers  200  years  since  at  Plymouth, 
giving  a  concise  account  of  the  Church  from  Luther  to 
the  first  located  Church  in  this  State  at  Pequonnoc 
(Stratfield)  with  the  peculiar  sufferings  of  our  ancestors. 


1821 

Jan.  8 — Good  sleighing — 

Jan.  10 — Died  at  Mill  River  Julia  Perry  aged  23  daughter  of 
Miah  Perry 

Jan.  13 — Died  Ephraim  W.  Sherman  of  Bridgeport. 

Jan.  18 — Extreme  cold.  Fine  sleighing.  Harbor  froze  half 
a  foot  depth.  About  this  time  News  came  of  the  death 
of  (Nathl  S.  Hubbell  son  of  Aaron  Hubbell  who  died  in 
the  Western  Country — [crossed  out])  also  of  the  Death 
of  Col.  Bradley  of  Ridgefield. 

Feb.  25 — Married — Elijah  Bibbins  to  Eunice  Eliot,  daughter 
of  Revd.  Andrew  Eliot. — 

March  6 — Extreme  cold.  Harbor  froze  over — much  snow 
remains 

March  18 — harbor  is  froze  over  in  one  night  it  was  warm 
three  days  before  like  Spring  weather — 

March  18 — Married  Mr.  Samuel  Sherwood  to  Miss  Phebe 
Jennings,  daughter  of  Isaac  Jennings. 

April  8 — Died  Widow  Sarah  Perry  of  Black  Rock  aged  73 
years 

April  17 — Violent  snow  storm.  Good  sleighing  high  wind  and 
Cold,  about  this  time  a  revival  of  religion  at  Old  Milford. 

June  4 — Mr.  Moffet  preached  at  Bridgeport,  said  to  be  the 
most  popular  preacher  ever  seen  at  that  place,  compared 
to  Whitefield,  50  desired  him  to  pray  for  them. 


April  8 — Sarah  (Bradley)  Perry,  widow  of  Peter,  and  mother  of  Seth  and  Bradley 
Perry  of  Black  Rock.  According  to  her  tombstone,  she  died  April  6th. 
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A  little  before  this  time  old  Stratford  was  set  off  from  Bridge¬ 
port  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  latter — by  act  of  the 
legislature. 

June  19 — A  heavy  thunder  shower  seven  claps  of  hard 
thunder. 

June  16 — An  unfortunate  recountre  took  place  at  Weston: 
(says  the  Bridgeport  paper)  On  the  evening  of  the  day 
first  mentioned  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  James 
Squire  a  native  of  New  Fairfield  and  W.  .  .  .  N.  .  .  .  of 
Greenfield;  who  were  assisting  Mr.  Lewis  Wakeman 
in  raising  a  barn  in  Weston,  between  them  it  appeared 
that  an  animosity  had  been  cherished  for  some  time,  and 
on  this  occasion  a  wrangle  had  commenced  when  N .  .  .  . 
gave  Squire  a  violent  blow  in  the  head  which  lay  him 
prostrate  and  then  sprang  with  both  knees  on  his  breast 
and  bowels ;  in  consequence  of  which  inhuman  treat¬ 
ment  he  languished  about  three  days  and  died — there 
was  no  note  taken  of  it  by  the  law. 

June  28 — Died  Widow  Wheeler  of  Bridgeport  with  the 
Typhus  Fever.  Also  a  child  of  Capt.  John  Hatches  of 
the  former  place. 

July  A — Died  Sami  Parrot  (Capt.  of  the  State  Prison  guard, 
New  York)  in  consequence  of  a  descending  rocket  which 
burst  in  his  face  as  he  was  standing  on  the  walls  and  he 
stepping  backward  fell  off  the  walls  and  hurt  him  so  that 
he  died,  instantly.  Also  a  short  time  before  this  died  his 
wife  and  child  with  the  Consumption. 

Aug.  30 — Preached  at  the  old  meeting  house  (Stratfield)  N. 
Moffit  a  methodist  preacher  said  to  be  the  best,  full  of 
motions. — three  desired  his  prayers. — 

Aug.  8 — Morris  Osborn  fell  from  a  poplar  tree  front  of  Hoyt’s 
store,  much  bruised,  and  put  his  hip  out  of  joint. 

Aug.  22 — Died  Capt.  Andrew  Wakeman  &  Joseph  Smith  both 
aged  people. 

Sept.  3 — A  tremendous  gale  of  Wind  E  &  SE  from  6  to  11  in 
the  evening  passed  over  this  place — tore  down  many 


July  4 — Samuel,  son  of  Abraham  and  Ruamah  (Patchen)  Parrott,  brother-in-law  of 
William  Wheeler. 
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apple  trees — 9  in  one  orchard — with  poplars  &  wil¬ 
lows — all  the  fruit  is  blown  off — every  vessel  went  ashore 
in  this  harbour — A  sloop  dismasted  in  the  sound  and  the 
Lighthouse  laid  flat.  The  hardest  gale  ever  remembered. 

The  leaves  of  the  trees  as  in  1788  are  turned  brown  also  every 
bush  and  weed  are  of  the  same  melancholy  dun.  grass 
only  is  green,  there  were  many  nests  of  bag  worms  on  the 
trees  which  were  blown  away,  small  limbs  of  trees  blew 
thirty  rods  there  was  a  continual  roaring  like  thunder; 
one  barn,  outhouses  and  5  or  6  chimneys  were  blown 
down,  eight  poplars  together  were  blown  down  in 
Fairfield — 

It  happened  on  the  Apogee,  first  quarter. 

The  next  day  was  nearly  calm.  The  afternoon  preceding  we 
had  a  moderate  gale  from  the  E.  and  the  clouds  were 
very  swift  from  the  SE  I  saw  a  large  oak  tree  its  roots 
with  soil  a  foot  thick  thirty  feet  in  length  torn  up — 
eleven  chestnut  trees  a  foot  diameter  blown  up  in  the 
distance  of  two  rods,  and  their  roots  reaching  15  feet  in 
the  air  and  as  much  horizontally — 

One  vessel  with  6  men  in  her  went  down  in  the  Sound  and 
could  not  be  got  up — all  on  board  perished — it  extended 
to  S.  Island  and  W.  to  N.  York  and  S.  on  the  ocean. 

One  man  lost  55  apple  trees. — the  trees  afterwards  put  forth 
green  leaves  like  spring,  the  dead  leaves  blowing  off. 

Steeple  at  Milford  blown  down — Steeple  at  Bridgeport  blown 
off  above  the  bell — It  killed  nearly  all  the  large  peach 
trees  with  some  cherry  trees. 

Oct.  5 — A  great  revival  of  Religion  (Bridgeport)  28  ladies 
propounded  for  the  church  &  23  gentlemen. 

Lighthouse  at  Black  Rock  Harbor  blown  down  ( ! !) 

Nov.  9 — Another  gale  not  much  inferior  to  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  the  wind  continued  to  blow  for  nearly  three  days 
and  the  rain  fell  in  incessant  torrents  and  a  very  high 
tide  succeeded. 

Dec.  30 — Haines,  having  entered  a  house  by  the  chimney  was 
adjudged  to  pay  200  doll  &  cost — an  officer  and  took  the 
owner  for  debt. — the  debt  was  40  doll. 
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1822 

Jan.  20 — Married  A.  Cogswell  to  J.  Helon  (?) 

Feb.  3 — Preached  at  Bridgeport  Mr.  Moffit  it  was  said  that 
there  was  betwixt  two  and  three  thousand  assembled  to 
hear  him  Text  Micah  6th  3 

Feb.  4 — First  Snow  and  sleighing  this  year. 

April  5 — two  young  men  of  Bridgeport  in  a  thunderstorm  in 
a  boat  in  the  Sound:  perished,  found  in  the  boat. 

March  11 — Married  in  Bridgeport  Henry  Peet  to  Abby 
Summer. 

May  14 — Danll  Wilson  Senr.  died  of  a  consumption  aged  82 

June  1 — About  this  time  a  black  aged  25  sentenced  to  death ; 
his  sentencing  by  order  of  the  assembly  was  changed  to 
imprisonment  in  Newgate  for  life,  there  were  some 
doubts  whether  he  committed  the  Rape  or  not. — 

June  14 — Died  Israel  Bibbins,  Esq.  Aged  — 

June  24 — About  this  time  Abram  Morehouse  fell  overboard 
in  James  River  and  was  drowned. 

July  17 — Married  William  Nichols  to  Mary  Bartram,  both  of 
this  place. 

July  26 — Found  in  the  fields  supposed  to  be  killed  by  light¬ 
ning  Capt.  David  Beardsley  of  Trumbull. 

Aug.  19 — Capt.  Wilson  Knap  died  with  the  Southern  Fever. 
Mr.  Moffit  preached  in  Lockwoods  grove  in  Bridgeport, 
a  numerous  congregation  assembled. 

Aug.  16 — Heavy  Thunder  and  Lightning  struck  a  sloop  & 
tree  in  Bridgeport. 

Aug.  18 — Moffit  preached  on  the  corner  stone  of  the  meeting¬ 
house  shortly  to  be  erected  in  Bridgeport. 

Died,  Mr.  William  Benson  of  Fairfield  with  consumption. 

Sept.  12 — About  this  time  died  Capt.  Thos.  Holburton  aged 
83  after  living  a  life  of  activity  and  usefulness  he 
descended  to  the  grave  like  a  shock  fully  ripe  . 

May  14 — Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Squire)  Wilson. 

June  14 — Israel  Bibbins  died  June  15th  (date  on  tombstone). 

July  17 — William  Hanford  Nichols,  son  of  William  and  Huldah  (Downs)  Nichols,  and 

Mary  Burr  Bartram,  daughter  of  Job  and  Ruth  (Holberton)  Bartram. 

Aug.  19 — Wilson,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Knap. 
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The  Yellow  Fever  some  say  it  resembles  the  plague  rages  in 
New  York  this  season  to  a  high  degree,  many  families 
have  moved  out  into  the  country  to  avoid  it,  several 
cases  in  the  country ;  many  streets  fenced  up  in  the  city 
and  entirely  deserted,  of  their  inhabitants. 

Melinda  Wood  a  native  of  Saugatuck  with  this  fever  on 
Saturday  ’twas  thought  to  be  a  slight  illness  till  about 
one  o’clock  Saturday  when  she  called  her  mother  &  saw 
she  was  dying,  she  died  in  a  short  time  and  was  buried 
that  night  at  10  o’clock. 

Sept.  6 — About  this  time  Married  Charles  Foote  to  Ann  Burr 
both  of  Bridgeport. 

Oct.  28 — Died  John  Parsons — suddenly. 

A  very  high  tide  nearly  as  high  as  that  of  1820 — brought  up 
an  immense  quantity  of  seaweed — just  before  full  & 
perigee — violent  ne  wind. 

Nov.  2 — died  of  Typhus  fever  a  daughter  of  N.  Burr. 

Nov.  20 — died  of  Typhus  fever  Eliud  Rockwell  (Bridgeport) 

4  very  sick  with  Typhus  fever  in  Black  Rock — a  very  offen¬ 
sive  smell  (more  so  than  ever  I  experienced)  in  the  air 
so  strong  that  people  held  their  noses — it  resembled  a 
carrion  at  ten  rods  distance,  and  was  very  offensive  in 
the  house  if  the  door  was  opened  for  half  a  minute 
where  it  would  remain  as  impression  as  at  first  for  half 
an  hour. —  The  corrupted  air  lasted  one  hour — Perigee 
&  full  moon  Wind  E.  Some  rain. — The  wind  veered  to 
the  S.E.  when  the  atmosphere  was  restored  to  its  primi¬ 
tive  purity.  I  calculate  that  all  the  effluvia  from  Strat¬ 
ford  point  to  this  place  was  held  suspended.  Scallops 
were  plenty.  Many  perished. 

Dec.  2 — No  Snow  and  the  most  moderate  that  I  ever  saw — 
good  pasture — now  some  snow. 

Dec.  6 — died  John  Ives  (Typhus  fever) 

Dec.  12 — Died  George  Knap — Fever 

Dec.  14 — Died  Henry  Burr — Fever — Bridgeport 

Died  (Bridgeport)  the  past  year  27  of  300  communicants  2 — 
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1823 

Jan.  A — 12  o’clock  very  dark,  wind  N.E.  heavy  sea,  dead  lights 
open — a  New  Bedford  Sloop  80  tons  ran  on  point  rock 
(Black  Rock)  sea  broke  the  windows,  filling  the  cabin — 
Capt.  &  Mate  lashed  to  the  quarter  rail  endured  till  day¬ 
light  Capt.’s  feet  much  bruised — the  mate  encouraged 
the  Capt.  almost  despairing  to  hold  out — when  the  tide 
rose  she  capsized  and  floted  across  the  harbor  and  was 
discovered  by  the  people  of  a  Schooner  who  took  them 
off — Six  others  perished — The  Capt.  of  an  E.  Indianman 
going  to  his  wife  in  N.  York — The  agent  of  oil  on 
board — one  more  white  man  and  three  blacks — Three 
more  than  ever  remembered  to  have  been  drowned  in 
this  harbor.  One  of  the  blacks  was  a  boy  of  10  or  12 — 
Two  vessels  and  20  men  lifted  the  wreck  in  to  Penfield’s 
wharf  in  one  day — each  of  the  men  were  paid  a  doll  per 
day  for  5  or  6  days — The  vessels  about  16  doll.  each. — 

Jan.  12 — Married  Andrew  Trube  &  Sally  Turney — 

Jan.  13 — Harbor  froze  to  the  point — very  little  snow 

Jan.  18 — Died  at  Bridgeport  Mrs.  Seley  wife  of  Ebenr  Seley 
Esq. 

Feb.  5 — Died  of  a  Consumption  Jesse  Turney. 

Feb.  19 — Floted  up  near  the  mouth  of  the  Creek  the  body  of 
Fuller  one  of  those  drowned  the  4th  of  Jan.  the  flesh 
of  his  face  &  hands  was  gone,  smell  very  offensive — 
inter’d  next  day  at  11  o’clock. 

March  9 — Married  in  Fairfield  Jo.  Mott  to  Griswold  Burr 
also  Mr.  Russ  of  Poughkeepsie  to  Basilla  Sturges 

March  12 ( ?) — Married  Mr.  William  Burr  to  Miss  Marjoram 
(?)  Hubbell 

March  26 — Another  snowstorm  4  inches  deep. 

March  28 — Found  near  Battery  point,  Capt.  Smith  drowned 
Jan.  4th.  The  flesh  &  skin  from  his  head  &  neck  was 
gone — the  flesh  on  the  rest  of  his  body  was  sound  as  also 
on  his  hands,  little  smell,  not  offensive,  his  boots  and 
clothing  were  on,  A  watch  &  about  2  doll,  were  found 
with  him. 
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March  30 — heavy  gale — Snow  8  in  thick.  Brewster’s  roof 
blew  off  &  Caleb’s  barn  roof. 

March  31 — The  bodies  of  two  blacks  drowned  also  Jan.  4  were 
found  this  day  near  where  the  rest  were  found. 

May  5 — About  this  time  burned  to  death  while  the  family 
were  upstairs  a  child  of  Sheriff  Dimon’s. 

June  1 — About  this  time  the  Abeone,  Nichols,  was  cast  away 
on  the  Jersey  shore,  vessel  &  cargo  lost,  being  night 
they  thought  themselves  2  miles  from  land. 

June  11 — Preached  from  the  pulpit  of  the  old  meetinghouse, 
a  female  preacher — text  Isaiah  9,  6.  Discourse  very 
good,  accompanied  with  appropriate  gestures,  voice  full 
&  pleasant  with  some  tone — of  the  sect  called  Christians. 

June  14 — early  in  the  morning  the  lightning  struck  the  bell- 
fry  of  the  Academy  at  this  place  passed  through  the 
open  scuttle  and  then  through  the  wall  on  to  the  stove 
pipe  which  it  followed  to  the  chimney. 

July  11  — Two  cows  belonging  to  Capt.  Brewster  killed  by 
lightning  near  the  house  of  Isaac  Bibbins. 

Aug.  28 — In  the  afternoon  the  vane  of  the  Lighthouse  struck 
by  lightning — it  followed  the  rod  to  the  earth — 

More  heavy  thunder  this  summer  than  in  one  for  twenty 
years  Rain  almost  every  day — a  very  growing  season — 
every  newspaper  brings  accounts  of  damage  by  Light¬ 
ning. 

Sept. — Methodist  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Bridgeport. 

Sept.  20 — About  this  time  married  in  Fairfield  Rufus  DeFor- 
est  to  Eunice  Turney.  Eliza  Joy  to  Dutton,  Jonathan 
Sturges  to  Sally  Hull. — 

Oct. — Died  Nathaniel  Jennings  of  Fairfield. 

Oct.  13 — Wind  w.  Lightning  every  minute — a  stack  of 
O.S.  (?)  burnt  &  a  tree  struck  by  lightning.  Same  even¬ 
ing  a  stack  &  barn  were  struck  at  N.  London  no  lives 
lost. 


Sept.  20 — Rufus  Deforest  of  New  Canaan.  Eunice,  dr.  John  and  Eunice  (Penfield) 
Turney. 

Elizabeth  Elliot,  daughter  Capt.  Melzar  and  Ann  (Eliot)  Joy.  Henry,  son  of 
Thomas  and  Thankful  (Punderson)  Dutton. 
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Oct.  22 — Of  consumption  died  Joseph  Nichols. 

Oct.  25 — Hard  rain — hail  covers  the  ground — Wind  NE-NW 
Thunder  heavy  at  a  distance. 

Nov.  13 — Died  Wheeler  Judson — Colic — several  sick  with 
Typhus  at  Bridgeport. 

Nov.  27 — Married  Alanson  Allen  to  Nancy  Olmstead — 

Dec.  7 — Married  John  Worden  of  Bedford  (N.Y.)  to  Harriet 
Olmstead  of  Black  Rock. 

Dec.  15 — Died  Danl  Beers  Osborne  of  ye  Typhus. 

Dec.  18 — Died  a  black  woman  (20)  her  child  by  a  white 
boy  (17)  was  found  in  a  drain,  dead  in  Fairfield. 

Dec.  25 — Married  Rev.  Elijah  Waterman  to  Mrs.  Talcot. 
Dec.  30 — Died  of  the  Palsy  Ansel  Trube. 


1824 

Feb.  1 — Married  Simeon  Wheeler  to  Betsy  A.  Brown 

Feb.  2 — Little  Snow — Harbor  froze — The  season  has  been  the 
most  mild  known  for  many  years — Rains,  but  very  little 
snow  A  Comet  which  had  been  visible  about  two 
months  disappeared. 

March  18 — A  snowstorm  2  days — 5  inches  deep.  The  most 
moderate  season  for  20  years — 

April  2 — John  Johnson  was  executed  in  New  York  for  the 
murder  of  James  Murray. 

April  14 — Died  Mrs.  Holberton,  widow  of  Thomas  Holburton. 

June  A — Died  Mrs.  Allen,  wife  of  Capt.  G.  Allen — 

July  11  — Edward  Thorp  broke  out  with  Small  Pox — a  hospi¬ 
tal  at  the  house  for  those  exposed — 10  in  number — 

Aug.  21 — Gen.  LaFayette  passed  through,  Fairfield  on  his 
way  to  Boston,  multitudes  assembled  to  see  him. 

Aug.  28 — Mr.  Beardsley’s  vessel  launched. 

Sept.  13 — Died  in  Stratfield  Onesimus  Hubbell  after  two  days 

Nov.  27 — Alanson,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Deborah  (Disbrow)  Allen  of  Westport,  and 

Nancy,  daughter  of  Hezeldah  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Olmstead. 

Feb.  1 — Simeon,  son  of  Chauncy  and  Caroline  Matilda  (Beers)  Wheeler. 

April  14 — Bathsheba  (Peet)  Holberton. 

Sept.  13 — Onesimus,  son  of  Daniel  Hubbeli  of  Stratfield,  bapt.  16  Nov.  1755. 
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illness  aged  sixty-nine —  Also  died  the  same  day  a 
child  of  Mr.  Johnson  of  Black  Rock — 

Married  in  Bridgeport  Joseph  Wooly  to  Fanny  Burroughs — 
Alexander  Gordon  to  Betsey  Cannon 
Oct.  17 — LaFayette  visited  the  tomb  of  Washington 
Nov.  14 — Married  in  Fairfield  Charles  Thorp  to  Almira  Beers 
Paul  Maclane  to  Sally  Staples 
Nov.  21 — Mr.  Lewis  to  Mary  Betts. 

Nov.  30 — An  At.  on  B-s  estate  by  me. 

Dec.  24 — The  most  moderate  season  ever  known  until  this 
day.  Died  at  Bridgeport  of  the  Typhus  fever  Elmer 
Wordin  aged  26  also  Mrs.  Tisdall  wife  of  Dr.  T.  of 
Bridgeport,  of  the  cramp  in  48  hours —  of  old  age  Mrs. 
Blake —  at  Fresh  Pond  Mrs.  Seeley 
Corn  44  a  bush.  Oats  25  Hay  10. 

1825 

Jan.  1 — Heavy  NE  wind  driving  snow. 

Henry  Burroughs  coming  into  the  Sound  dragged  both 
anchors,  cut  away  mast,  rode  out,  almost  to  L.  Island. 
Jan.  5 — Cutter,  A  butcher  of  Fairfield — failed  for  5  thousand 
dollrs  owing  a  number  of  people,  involved  his  partner, 
G. —  A. —  and  f-rg-d  a  note  on  Norwalk  bank  and  ran  off. 
Jan.  6 — Died  at  Bridgeport  Betty  Hawley  wife  of  Capt.  A.  H. 
daughter  of  Stiles  Nichols. 

Jan.  29 — Died  at  Bridgeport,  Chauncey  Boughton,  about  to 
shave  he  upset  a  small  cup  of  hot  water,  scalded  a  small 
small  spot,  afterwards  wet  his  foot,  took  cold  and  it 
mortified. 

Feb.  2 — Season  mildest  in  the  memory  of  man — only  one 
small  snow —  Now  harbour  froze  to  the  point  &  sleighs 
go. 

Feb.  15 — died  at  Bridgeport  in  one  month — 

Feb.  17 — Died  Col.  David  Burr,  found  dead  in  his  bed. 

Feb.  22 — Died  Sam  Staples  in  a  fit 

Feb.  26 — Died  Rev.  Philo  Shelton  (Stratfield)  aged  70 

March  4 — P.  Shelton  buried  under  the  church  at  Fairfield. 
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April  6 — William  left  us  for  Westmoreland. 

April  26 — Married  in  Black  Rock  Mr.  Cogswell  to  Eliza 
Rowland. 

May — In  Monroe  George  Cogswell  to  Sally  O’Brien. 

In  Fairfield,  Ebenr  Burr  to  Hannah  Osborn 
In  Bridgeport  Tuttle  Wheeler  to  Martha  Green 
In  Fairfield  Woods,  Mr.  Turney  to  Emily  Wilson. 

May — Died  in  Bridgeport  Mrs.  Summers. 

May  25 — A  tremendous  whirlwind  in  Ohio — the  wind  was 
nearly  a  mile  in  width  its  length  is  not  known  17  persons 
killd,  many  wounded.  Houses  trees  were  entirely  leveld 
with  the  ground — A  large  new  cart  was  carried  into  the 
air  and  the  axle-tree  twisted  in  two  and  the  wheels 
dashed  in  pieces  on  the  ground,  total  desolation — 
trees  flying  in  the  air. 

June  4— A  tremendous  NE  wind  from  Maine  to  Georgia  100 
vessels  supposed  to  be  lost — a  perfect  hurricane  to  the 
southward — heavy  rain — 

July  10,  11,  12,  13 — Thermometer  ranged  from  90  to  98  40 
died  in  Boston  and  14  in  N.  Y.  from  heat. 

In  a  pond  of  3  acres  water  2  feet  deep  (R.I.)  several  hundred 
perch  &c  were  suffocated  &  died. 

Plenty  of  rain — fine  crops — hay  5  doll  per  ton. 

Aug.  9 — Died  George  Hoyt — cashier  of  Bridgeport  Bank. 

Aug.  17 — Died  Harriet  Hoyt  (cholera  morbus)  aged  15 — 
very  dry,  roads  parched  up.  Camp  meeting  at  Compo — 
A  plentiful  rain. 

Aug.  24 — Died  Elizabeth  Sturges  aged  15 — 

It  is  thought  there  never  was  a  more  long  and  extreme  heat 
than  in  the  past  Summer —  to  those  who  labored  in  the 
Sun,  half  the  usual  quantity  of  food  and  drink  was  best — 
Intemperance  received  a  severe  lesson —  In  the  City — 
the  Earth  seemed  feverish,  the  Sky  looked  angry  day  after 
day  &  night  after  night,  was  the  same  &  often  the  reports 
of  people  dropping  dead. — 


Aug.  17 — Harriet,  daughter  of  William  and  Harriet  (Hubbell)  Hoyt. 
Aug.  24 — Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Gershom  and  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Sturges. 
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Died  at  Bridgeport  Mag  Gregory  with  Fever 
At  the  same  place  Stephen  Wells  (Fever) 

Sept.  20 — About  this  time  died  Catherine  Hopkins. 

Oct.  2 — Died  in  Fairfield  Philo  Staples  with  the  Consumption. 
Oct.  16 — Byron  cast  away. 

Died  Rev.  Elijah  Waterman  of  Bridgeport — Typhus  fever. 

Died  Sami  Burr  (Bridgeport) 

Nov.  11 — Died  Wm  Burr  (Typhus)  aged  41 
Very  dry — very  sickly  at  Bridgeport — a  white  low  fog  in  the 
morning  often  hangs  over  that  place. 

Nov.  15 — Died  Abraham  Parritt  (Typhus)  also  Mrs.  Burrus, 
wife  of  Stephen  Burrus — 

Nov.  26 — Died  Joseph  Squire 

Dec.  11 — Died  Ashbel  Olmstead  (Typhus)  of  Bridgeport 
Dec.  12 — Extreme  cold  no  snow — an  uncommon  warm  fall — 
very  dry — many  wells  dry — no  mud  anywhere. 

65  died  in  Bridgeport  the  past  year  on  an  average  of  20  yrs 
18  only 


1826 

Jan.  2 — Drowned  in  this  harbour — a  man  belonging  to  New 
Bedford,  he  fell  overboard,  was  taken  in,  and  died  just 
as  the  physician  arrived  from  Fairfield. — 

Died  in  Fairfield,  Mrs.  Hubbell. 

Jan.  15 — Amos  a  black  drowned  himself,  walked  off  town 
beach  in  a  fit. 

Jan.  20 — Died  Mrs.  Judson  of  a  consumption — 

Jan.  21 — Died  Mrs.  Ely,  wife  of  David  Ely — 

Feb.  14 — The  majority  of  the  Country  have  colds,  confined  to 
their  beds. 

Feb.  22 — died  Isaac  Odle  (57)  a  cold  all  over  him  lived  5  days 
Moderate  winter — no  snow — mild  as  May. 


Nov.  15 — Abraham,  son  of  Abraham  Parrott  of  Black  Rock. 

Nov.  26 — Joseph,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mehitable  (Burr)  Squire.  He  was  a  “captain  of 
marines  in  Boston  Bay”  according  to  William  Wheeler. 

Feb.  22 — This  name  is  usually  spelled  Odel  or  Odell. 
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Died  at  Utica  Nathll  Hoyt  with  the  scarlet  fever,  formerly  an 
inhabitant  of  Black  Rock. 

March  15 — Died  Sami  Wakeman  disease  unknown 

March  22 — Died  a  black  woman — Influenza  turned  to  Con¬ 
sumption. 

April  7  — Died  Mrs.  Green,  wife  of  Joshua  Green — Typhus 
fever.  Mrs.  Minot  of  the  Consumption  (Bridgeport) 
and  Pierpont  Edwards. 

May  22 — A  very  dry  warm  spring  (latterly)  now  a  shower. 

June  3 — Said  to  be  the  dryest  May  in  60  years — Grass  very 
much  shortened — Corn  planted  early,  grows,  and  watered 
Gardens,  peaches  fall  off,  very  warm.  A  refreshing 
Shower — very  healthy. 

June  19 — A  great  drought — watering  place  dry  ever  sine  June 
10th — this  day  comes  a  heavy  NE  storm — plenty  of  rain. 

June  26 — Midnight,  heavy  squall,  constant  flashing,  hail  broke 
40  squares  for  Mr.  Judson,  split  all  the  leaves  of  corn, 
tore  &  broke  10  apple  trees  for  one  man. 

July  8 — died  Henry  Parrit  (13)  Typhus  fever) 

July  20 — died  Walter  Buddington  85 

Aug.  5 — Died  Bradford  Davis  (from  Maine)  at  Black  Rock. 
Bilious  fever — 

Aug.  12 — NE  Storm — Abundance  of  rain,  thunder,  lightning. 

Oct.  4 — Ordination  at  Bridgeport  Mr.  Vail. 

Oct.  10 — Married  Rufus  Keeler  of  N.  Y.  to  Jane  Sturges  of 
Black  Rock.  Very  sickly  with  dysentery  at  Millplain, 
Trumbull  &  Old  Mill.  Prodigious  storms  of  rain  all  this 
fall — about  this  time  died  Ethan  Sherwood,  Richard 
Hall,  Delia  Hall,  a  son  of  Abram  Wilson,  all  in  the  same 
neighborhood  and  all  with  Typhus  fever.  Many  more  in 
the  surrounding  towns  very  sick  with  fever. 

Nov.  6 — died  James  Burr — 

Nathaniel,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Hoyt)  Hoyt,  born  in  Stamford,  6  April  1788. 

He  had  moved  from  Black  Rock  to  Manlius,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  23  Feb.  1826. 

July  8 — Henry,  son  of  Abraham  3d  and  Lucy  (Wells)  Parrott. 

Oct.  10 — Jane  Lewis  Sturges,  b.  19  Aug.  1808,  d.  7  Jan.  1829,  was  the  daughter  of 

Captain  Gershom  and  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Sturges. 

Oct.  10 — Richard  Hall  died  23  Sept.  1826,  ae  47;  his  daughter  Delia  died  16  Aug.; 

Summers  Wilson  died  21  Sept.  1826,  ae  22. 
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Nov.  7 — a  small  sloop  from  Massachusetts  (two  only  on  board 
drunk  &  fighting)  ran  on  Fairfield  beach — one  was 
wounded,  the  other  was  put  in  jail — released. 

Nov.  23 — warm  pleasant,  plenty  of  grass  even  in  the  roads, 
not  a  flake  of  snow  till  this  day.  Now  snow  comes  5 
inches  deep  on  a  level 

Nov.  26 — Snow  all  goes  off  by  rain —  Two  Perrys  brothers 
(Bridgeport)  die  within  3  weeks  of  typhus. 

Dec.  30 — very  cold  driving  snow  storm. 


1827 

Jan.  5 — Thomas  Roche,  a  foreigner  driving  a  waggon,  the 
horse  started,  on  the  stage  road  &  upset  the  waggon 
near  T.  Burr’s  in  Black  Rock,  when  the  driver  was 
instantly  killed,  he  was  about  30. 

Jan.  12 — George  Mills  (20)  died — inflammation  of  the  head. 
Jan.  17 — Skating  on  the  harbour — constant  extreme  cold. 
Jan.  19 — Thought  to  be  the  coldest  day  in  20  years — A  neigh¬ 
bour  in  a  Sleigh  going  to  New  Fairfield  froze  one  side 
of  her  face.  Thermometer  at  Hartford  19  degrees  below 
0  About  this  time  died  Wm  Thorp  aged  96  years — 

Jan.  27 — warm  &  pleasant  yet  good  sleighing — 

Died  Uriah  Morehouse  (87) 

Feb.  1 — Elopement  of  D.  with  J.  B. — 

Feb.  13 — Died  Capt.  Caleb  Brewster  an  officer  in  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  war  in  the  80th  year  of  his  Age. 

Feb.  21 — Died  Gershom  Osborne — Inflammation  of  the  head. 
March  12 — Died  at  New  Milford  Mr.  Wasson. — 

About  this  time  several  children  are  very  sick  with  the  influ¬ 
enza  and  2  die  in  Black  Rock — 

Near  this  time  died  at  Bridgeport  Jedidiah  Wells  75 
April  15  — Not  any  thunder  since  August  12th — very  remark¬ 
able.  A  very  early  spring  as  has  been  in  10  years. 


Feb.  1 — After  earnest  search  through  the  local  Bartram,  Brewster,  Burr,  and  Bulkley 
families,  it  has  proved  impossible  to  identify  the  elopers.. 

March  12 — Jedidiah  Wells  was  father  of  Lucy  Parrott,  wife  of  Abraham  3d. 
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Wm.  Hubbell  (17)  having  about  a  week  before  crushed  his 
leg,  it  was  amputated  by  Dr.  Smith  (N.  H.) 

News  of  2  schooners  from  Mill  River  lost. 

May  7 — Died  Hannah  Hobart  with  the  Cancer,  it  was  cut  out 
some  years  before. 

June  24 — Revival  27  entered  Bridgeport  church,  presbyterian. 

July  28 — Dropt  from  a  horse  and  instantly  expires  John  Rob¬ 
ertson  a  native  of  L.  I.  sometime  a  resident  in  this  place. 
Same  day  on  his  passage  from  the  south,  of  the  yellow 
fever,  died  Peter  Burr  of  this  place.  Died  Levi  (black) 
Y.  Fever. 

Aug.  7 — Extreme  heat — thermometer  98%  at  Bridgeport,  next 
day  was  very  pleasant — 

Sept.  11 — died  (Bridgeport)  Mrs.  Wells 

Sept.  18 — Equinoctial  blow — violent  gale  from  SE  to  NE  fruit 
blown  off — trees  torn  up 

Sept.  25 — A  bright  northern  light  nearly  over  the  whole  hemi¬ 
sphere  no  such  light  in  20  years  or  more — several  smaller 
ones  seen  this  autumn.  Abundance  of  rain — warm. 

Oct.  22 — Violent  gale  from  NE  A  Schooner  &  sloop  went 
ashore  on  Battery  point — Sloop  had  a  hole  in  her  bottom. 

Oct.  27 — Died  of  the  Typhus  Rebecca  Hobart  (21) 

Nov.  30 — For  a  year  there  has  been  more  rain  than  ever  I 
knew — and  this  fall  is  remarkable  for  five  or  six  tremen¬ 
dous  gales  of  wind  in  which  poor  sailors  of  all  parts 
suffer  much.  An  unknown  schooner  her  masts  just 
above  water  lies  s.  of  the  Light  7  miles,  all  must  have 
perished — this  day  the  earth  is  inundated  with  a  rain 
unprecedented — it  ran  6  inches  deep  across  the  road  by 
my  barn — more  healthy  than  for  a  number  of  years  past. 

Dec.  27 — The  first  snow — No  Lightning  since  August.  Rain 
in  abundance. 


May  7 — Hannah,  daughter  of  Justin  and  Hannah  (Penfield)  Hobart  of  Fairfield. 
July  28 — Peter,  son  of  Thaddeus  and  Rhoda  (Meeker)  Burr. 

Oct.  27 — Rebecca,  daughter  of  Justin,  Jr.  and  Desire  (Burr)  Hobart  of  Fairfield. 


104 


THE  JOURNAL  OP  WILLIAM  WHEELER 


1828 

Jan.  10 — Died  Widow  Allen —  Consumption 

Jan.  16 — A  remarkable  warm  winter — no  snow  on  ye  Earth 

Jan.  22 — Harbor  froze  to  the  point — 

Early  morn,  the  cry  of  fire  was  heard,  a  Schooner  belonging 
to  D.  Wilson  afire — in  two  hours  it  was  got  under  by 
about  40  men,  Cabin  consumed  inside,  mainsail  on  the 
boom  burnt  up,  we  brought  water  from  the  harbour 
nearby,  she  lay  aground — Engine  came  from  Bridge¬ 
port — 

Feb.  5 — The  Academy,  which  was  raised  7  feet  on  beams,  slid 
off  and  was  broken,  &  entirely  destroyed. — 

Feb.  12 — Died  (Consumption)  Peter  Turney. — 

March  15 — After  the  warmest  winter  ever  remembered  it 
rains  half  the  time — this  day  Snow  comes  6  inches  deep — 
was  off  in  4  or  5  days. — 

A  very  great  revival  at  Milford 

March  20 — Died  at  N.  Y.  Gen.  Gershom  Burr  formerly  of 
Fairfield 

March  26 — Great  Fire  (Bridgeport)  3  oclock  A.M.  burnt  up 
11  buildings — I  went  over — Carried  water  an  hour 
April  13 — Died  Wm.  Broth  well 
April  14 — Thick  Snow  Storm — 

May  6 — The  hardest  thunderstorm  at  9  in  the  night  that  ever 
I  knew — 12  or  15  hard  claps  in  quick  succession — very 
warm — next  day  was  very  cool. — 

The  lightning  struck  at  Stratford  point  and  twice  at  Mill  Plain. 
May  11  — Married  Thos.  Ransom  to  Catharine  Bartram — 
moved  to  New  York  next  day — 

May  17 — frequent  heavy  thunder  over  the  Sound 
May  25 — Married  Monson  Gray  to  Catherine  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Kellogg  broke  her  leg. 

Revival  of  religion  at  Black  Rock  and  Fairfield 
Aug.  22 — died  at  Millplain,  Davd  Ogden — cut  his  knee  with 
a  scythe — it  mortified — 

Aug.  24 — died  in  Ozias  Burr’s  barn  a  vagrant  female. 


May  11 — Catharine,  daughter  of  Job  and  Ruth  (Holberton)  Bartram. 
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Aug.  25 — Launch  Sloop  Advance — owners  Sturges  &  Gray  70 
tons 

Thermometer  at  93 

Sept.  3 — died  a  Creole  (16)  at  Wm.  Nichols  of  southern 
fever. 

Oct.  1 — More  fall  worms  than  was  ever  known ;  since  har¬ 
vest — they  are  done — some  trees  have  not  a  single  leaf 
left — didnot  injure  the  fruit. 

Oct.  5 — Died  at  Westmoreland  of  an  apoplectic  fit  my  Sister 
Squire  in  the  73d  year  of  her  age — She  was  remarkably 
friendly,  sociable,  &  industrious 

Nov.  24 — In  Stratfield,  died  David  Meeker  of  the  Typhus 
fever 

Dec.  30 — The  warmest  season  for  many  years,  good  roads, 
good  pasture,  no  snow — pretty  healthy —  Mr.  Hunter 
begins  as  Minister  of  Fairfield  to  preach. 


1829 

Jan.  2 — first  snow  storm — Extreme  cold — harbor  froze  over 
Feb.  20 — hard  driving  snowstorm — Roads  blocked  up — Port 
froze  over 

March  20 — Died  Morehouse  Bulkley 
April  24 — William  left  here  for  Westmoreland 
May  9 — Died  Revd.  Andrew  Eliot  new  Milford  with  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  brain. 

G.  Sturges  &  M.  Gray  dissolved  partnership 
May  24 — Died  (Millriver)  Widow  Robinson,  41,  consumption. 
May  29- — Five  hard  claps  of  thunder  (forenoon)  one  struck 
B.  Perry’s  Store,  set  it  on  fire — soon  extinguished — it 
struck  twice  in  town  and  once  in  Bibbins’  Lot. 

July  27 — Died  Mrs.  Ann  Chauncey — at  the  Navy  Yard — N. 

York — aged  87 — long  a  resident  in  Black  Rock 
Aug.  25 — night — Store  of  T.  Ransom  broke  open  &  robbed  of 
4  pieces  of  cotton 


July  27 — Ann  (Browne)  Chauncy,  widow  of  Wolcott  Chauncy. 
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Sept.  2 — Married  Joseph  Bartram  to  Elizabeth  Carpenter  of 
Rye. — 

Sept.  10 — I  found  in  a  mow  in  my  barn  90  yds.  Cotton,  stolen 

Sept.  25 — Reed,  a  doll,  reward 

Oct.  25 — Married  Lewis  Burr  to  Eliza  Olmsted — 

Oct.  31 — In  a  heavy  N.E.  storm — the  Beacon  was  thrown 
down. — 


1830 

Jan.  30 — Season  very  mild  till  this  day.  harbor  soon  froze 
over 

Feb.  28 — Saw  Donald  MacDonald  108  years  of  age  the  oldest 
man  in  New  England,  very  merry,  strong  voice,  walked 
10  miles  that  forenoon. — 

March  1 — Married  Hiram  Lewis  to  Elizabeth  Miller — 
March  7 — Seven  hard  claps  of  thunder — Wind  N.E. 

March  16 — Died  of  a  consumption  the  wife  of  Noah  Burr,  45 
March  25 — Died  John  Bulkley 

March  26 — In  a  hard  N.E.  storm,  rain  &  snow,  an  innumer¬ 
able  flight  of  Pigeons  such  as  had  not  been  seen  in  many 
years — every  gun  put  in  requisition — large  flocks  of 
robins  also. 

June  19 — Died  Sami  Sherwood  of  Millplain 
July  7  — Died  Capt.  Andrew  Bulkley 

July  24 — a  week  of  extreme  heat — many  people  hurt  by  drink¬ 
ing  cold  water — 

Sept.  1 — A  great  drought  for  6  weeks — 3  people  very  sick  in 
Black  Rock  with  Typhus  fever — 

Sept.  4 — A  drought  for  2  months — a  fine  shower 
Off  Blackwell’s  Island  the  N.  Haven  steam  boat  burst  her 
boiler,  7  were  scalded  &  died,  2  jumped  overboard  & 
were  drowned — Martin  Wells  of  Bridgeport,  was  among 
those  scalded,  he  died  next  Tuesday — 

Sept.  2 — Joseph,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Burr)  Bartram. 

Oct.  25 — Lewis,  son  of  Thaddeus  and  Rhoda  (Meeker)  Burr  and  Eliza,  daughter  of 
Hezekiah  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Olmstead. 

March  16 — Anna  (Jennings)  Burr,  b.  22  July,  1785,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Abigail 
(Gold)  Jennings. 


1789 — The  Joseph  Bartram  homestead  (15) 

(Photographed  1870) 
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Oct.  10 — Died  Bradley  Perry  of  the  bilious  fever  Age  45 
Oct.  13 — Frequent  flashes  of  lightning,  several  hard  claps  of 
thunder — some  hail 

Nov.  25 — died  a  child  of  Alanson  Allen — 

Abundance  of  rain 

Dec.  1 — The  first  flake  of  snow — Extra  mild  season — 

Dec.  31 — Ina  violent  gale  from  South,  Wm.  Kelly  in  the 
Reaper,  midway  from  Eaton’s  Neck  to  Norwalk  Islands 
fell  overboard — the  boat  was  turned,  but  before  it 
reached  him  he  sunk — the  sea  ran  so  high,  two  in  the 
boat  could  not  get  in  but  were  towed  &  one  steered  the 
vessel  till  they  got  to  Norwalk  Islands —  He  was  a  very 
active  &  experienced  mariner — polite  &  cheerful — 
Frequent  Northern  Lights  flashing  this  season 


1831 

Jan.  A — As  wet  &  warm  a  season  as  has  been  known  for 
several  years. — 

Jan.  15 — A  most  violent  driving  snow  storm 
Jan.  18 — Harbor  walked  upon — 

Feb.  1 — A  great  driving  snow — harbor  opens 
Feb.  12 — A  great  eclipse  of  the  Sun — whole  duration  3  hours 
4  min.  Venus  seen  by  the  naked  eye. — 

Feb.  17 — Black  Rock  votes  300  dol.  for  a  Schoolhouse  &  40 
dolls  for  ground  to  set  the  same  on. — 

Edward  Thorp  died  at  Providence. 

March  30 — About  this  time  died  at  N.  Y.  Walter  Perry  of 
Millriver  of  the  pleurisy. 

April  16 — A  violent  gale  from  S.,  many  shipwrecks,  it  extended 
from  Maine  to  Virginia  &  northward  to  Albany — a 
Schooner  was  wrecked  on  s.  side  of  Block  Island,  every 
soul  perished,  8  were  seen  on  deck  Saturday  morning, 
the  sea  broke  over  her  100  ft.  high,  she  parted,  the  goods 
came  out,  the  bow  held  on — 4  were  seen  alive  just  before 
sun-set — most  of  the  bodies  came  ashore — 


Oct.  10 — Bradley,  son  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Bradley)  Perry. 

Nov.  2 — Jane,  the  first  of  four  to  die  in  childhood  in  the  Allen  household. 
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April  25 — 4  taken  off  to  New  Gate — 3  belonged  to  a  gang  of 
20  who  lay  in  cedars  near  Mill  Plain. — 4  or  5  females  who 
attracted  the  lascivious  from  all  the  country  round  to 
their  bed — a  thing  unknown  in  our  State. 

May  10 — Died  Capt.  David  Minot 

May  22 — John  Moffit  preached  at  Bridgeport — 

June  20 — A  great  revival  of  religion  at  Fairfield  &  Bridge¬ 
port  42  entered  the  church  at  Fairfield  at  one  time. 
100  entered  the  Methodist  Church — 50  entered  ye  Epis¬ 
copal.  Goold  Mallory  died 

July  26 — two  heavy  thundershowers  in  a  dark  forenoon,  it 
seemed  to  strike  6  or  7  times  in  the  last  shower. — 

Sept.  8 — Died  Lucy  Ann  Kennedy  30 

Sept.  29 — Mackarell — the  harbour  seems  to  be  full,  feeding  on 
the  smelts  which  crowd  the  shore  in  infinite  numbers, 
over  which  hover  a  prodigious  flock  of  mackarell  gulls — 
A  young  lady  caught  40  mackarell  one  morning  with  a 
hook — two  men  with  a  short  seine  extending  from  wharf 
to  wharf  took  near  a  barrel  one  morning.  To  see  3 
seines  going  at  once,  a  bushel  caught  by  a  firm  at  a 
time — 60  people  in  two  vessels  (like  pigeons  on  a  stage) 
fishing  with  hooks — a  boy  6  years  old  catch  2  fish  in  a 
minute  with  his  hook — was  truly  a  novel  sight —  Pen- 
field  took  5  bushels  at  one  haul — they  lasted  only  3  days. 

Nov.  7 — Nat  Huet  returned  from  England — preached  at 
Bridgeport  on  the  state  of  Religion  in  foreign  lands .... 
100,000  converts  in  U.  S.  last  year. 

Nov.  11 — Carman  alias  Barber  of  Black  Rock  . (indis¬ 

tinct)  .... 

Died  Johnson  Tuttle  of  Influenza. 

Great  part  of  the  people  have  Colds — 


1832 

Jan.  5 — Married  John  P.  Brittin  to  Lavinia  Wilson 
Jan.  13 — Died  Mrs.  Hull,  wife  of  Dr.  David  Hull — 


Jan.  5 — Lavinia,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Anne  (Jennings)  Wilson. 
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Jan.  20 — After  a  very  warm  time  for  20  days,  snow  in  one 
night  comes  7  inches  deep  on  a  level,  snow  covered 
every  twig  from  2  to  4  inches,  a  spectacle  that  had  not 
been  seen  in  10  years. 

Jan.  27 — Died  Mrs.  Joseph  Squire  73 

Feb. — Word  from  A.  Bibbins  100  days  at  sea  arrived  in  the 
West  Indies. 

Feb.  15 — Died  a  child  of  T.  Ransom — 

Feb.  20 — Great  changes  of  weather  from  heat  to  cold — thir¬ 
teen  sick  in  Black  Rock,  to  have  a  physician,  catarrh, 
scarlet  fever —  More  sick  than  ever  was  known.  67 
had  the  measles  in  Black  Rock —  4  children  died — 
Rheumatism,  Fever,  &  Ague. 

April  1 — Married  Rufus  Hoyt  to  Widow  Perry — 

April  5 — have  the  scarlet  fever  or  ulcerous  sore  throat. — 

April  16 — Heavy  Thunder  at  Derby —  A  man  an  Ox  and  a 
cat  struck  at  that  place. 

April  7  — Died  Jane  Wilson  aged  9 

May  17 — Died  Louisa  Lockwood  She  is  the  eleventh  that 
has  died  in  5  Months  in  this  Place — all  under  twelve 
years — 

June  5 — Penfield  caught  14,000  blackbellies  (fish)  at  one 
haul — The  weather  is  remarkable  cold  &  wet  almost 
every  day — continually  cloudy — Corn  &  Beans  yellow — 

June  20 — D.  P.  [probably  David  Penfield]  caught  45,000  fish 
this  day. 

A  little  before  this  the  Cholera  appears  in  Quebec  &  Montreal 
brought  in  a  ship  by  emigrants  from  Ireland — 

June  25 — about  this  time  the  Cholera  appears  in  New  York, 
brought,  it  is  supposed,  from  Montreal — a  new  disease  in 
our  country,  but  known  for  some  years  in  India  and 
afterwards  in  Europe,  confined  to  N.  Y.  at  present 


Jan.  27 — Anne  (Wetmore)  Squire  died  February  9th. 

April  1 — Rufus,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Hoyt)  Hoyt  of  Stamford,  and  Julia  (Thorp) 
Perry,  widow  of  Bradley  Perry. 

April  7 — Ann  Jane,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Maria  (Keeler)  Wilson,  died  May  8th, 
according  to  the  family  record. 

May  17 — Louise,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eunice  (Barlow)  Lockwood.  Her  twin  sister, 
Lucretia,  married  David  Whitney. 
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July  19 — Fast  recommended  on  account  of  the  Cholera. 

Aug.  1 — Died  Major  Sami  Beers — Cholera 
600  die  in  N.  Y.  in  a  week  for  several  weeks  by  the  cholera 
Aug.  20 — Died  at  Bridgeport  Sterling  Sherman  cholera  (sick 
8  hours  only) 

Aug.  26 — died  in  Black  Rock,  Peter  J.  Kennedy  (Cholera) 
it  turned  to  a  fever — he  was  sick  a  week — buried  in  the 
night — His  wife  that  attended  him  died  of  the  same  dis¬ 
ease  the  next  day,  She  was  taken  at  2  o  clock  in  the 
night  and  lived  14  hours. — 

Deaths  by  Cholera  in  New  York  from  its  commencement  to 
Sept.  1st,  3000 

Sept.  21 — A  whale  20  feet  in  length  &  13  feet  circumference 
was  found  ashore  on  the  Bar  and  taken — 3  gall  of  oil 
only  from  him — 1  in  8  die  of  Cholera  in  York. 

Oct.  2 — 50  died  of  Cholera  in  N.  Y.  the  past  week — 

Oct.  7 — Married  Ann  Mills  Judson  to  Geo.  Gibbs. 

Oct.  9 — Married  Benjamin  Penfield  to  Henrietta  Allen — 
Oct.  17 — First  Peace  address  delivered  by  Mr.  Yale  12 
thousand  million  doll,  expended  in  22  years  war  in 
Europe — 5  Million  slain  in  Bonaparte’s  wars. 

First  peace  society  in  N.  York  1815,  the  second  in  London  1816 

1833 

Jan.  31 — The  most  moderate  Winter  for  many  years — no 
snow  no  ice  until  this  day  when  a  violent  snowstorm 
commenced 

Feb.  13 — The  Schooner  Planter,  Capt.  Doane,  of  the  Southern 
line,  in  a  heavy  N.  E.  storm  (night)  drifted  near  the 
mills  Black  Rock,  ashore  after  much  exertion  was  towed 
off  by  the  Debby  Ann  market  boat,  George  W.  Bartram, 
and  brought  up  to  the  wharf — 

Aug.  26 — The  Kennedy  family  lived  near  the  upper  wharf. 

Oct.  9 — Benjamin,  son  and  David  and  Elizabeth  (Bulkley)  Penfield,  and  Henrietta, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Deborah  (Disbrow)  Allen. 

Feb.  13 — George  Wakeman  Bartram,  son  of  Job  and  Ruth  (Holberton)  Bartram.  The 
traditional  linking  of  the  name  of  the  ship  with  that  of  the  captain  is  meticulously 
observed  by  the  diarist. 


THE  JOURNAL  OF  WILLIAM  WHEELER 


111 


Black  Rock  people  made  about  200  doll,  by  the  job  among  25 — 
all  in  labour — 

Feb.  28 — Died  M.  Godfrey 

March  2 — Driving  snow — very  cold — Water  froze  to  the 
Cows — Skating  on  the  harbour — 

April  28 — Mrs.  Brewster  broke  her  arm,  being  very  fleshy  it 
could  not  be  set —  She  recovered  to  be  able  to  walk. 
May  15 — One  Seine  in  Black  Rock  harbor  this  day  caught 
35,000  fish  20,000  at  one  haul — blackbellies 
May  27 — 52,000  fish  caught  in  Black  Rock  harbour —  A  very 
rainy  season 

May  30 — 36,000  fish  caught  at  one  haul — 

June  15 — Andrew  Jackson,  President  of  the  U.  S.  arrived  at 
Bridgeport — went  off  at  noon. 

June  22 — Fell  in  the  fire  (supposed  in  a  fit)  and  was  burnt  to 
death,  the  widow  of  Jabez  Hubbell — 76 
Aug.  4 — The  lightning  struck  a  buttonwood  tree  E.  side  of 
Bridgeport  harbour — also  a  barn  in  Old  [road?]  filled  to 
the  roof  with  hay  and  grain  which  was  burnt. — 

Aug.  13 — Fair  at  Fairfield  for  town  poor  (Children)  250  dolls 
collected 

Aug.  16 — Died  of  Cholera  morbus  Sarah  Golden  (Fairfield) 
It  was  thought  she  poisoned  herself  by  mistake  with 
Arsenic. 

Sept.  16 — Government  surveying  the  Coast.  Very  dry,  wells 
fail. 

Sept.  18 — Hard  rain  from  S.  much  wanted. — 

Oct.  14 — E.  saw  at  Bridgeport — A  Lion  &  lioness,  Elephant, 
Tiger,  Leopard,  Rhinoceros,  Panther,  Polar  bear,  Zebra, 
Shetland  pony,  Cougar,  Hyena,  Porcupine,  Jaguar,  &  17 
Monkeys  and  a  Camel 

Oct.  28 — Sailed  a  Ship  for  Whales  (the  first  from  Bridgeport) 
Nov.  3 — Cut  his  throat  with  a  razor  in  a  fit  of  insanity — Mr. 
Whitney  of  Stratfield 


Aug.  16 — Sarah,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Charlotte  (Travis)  Golding. 

Sept.  16 — The  result  of  this  survey  is  an  interesting  map  of  Black  Rock,  showing  con¬ 
tours  and  cultivation,  but  not  checking  accurately  with  the  land  records  as  to  the 
location  of  houses. 
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Nov.  12 — Hundreds  of  Meteors  (falling  stars)  seen  in  all 
directions,  all  over  the  horizon,  falling  as  fast  as  you 
would  count — some  of  them  large,  some  of  them  leaving 
a  trail  like  a  stream  of  lightning,  they  fell  for  several 
hours. 

Nov.  16 — Died  in  Fairfield  Aaron  Turney  aged  82 — 

Nov.  21 — Great  fire  in  Bridgeport — 10  Dwellinghouses  burnt 
&  18  families  turned  out  who  lost  most  of  their  furni- 
tyre,  commenced  at  6  in  the  evening — Wind  fresh  at 
S.E. —  The  Ladies  were  busy  at  passing  the  buckets 
while  some  of  the  men  stood  with  their  hands  in  their 
pockets —  15  buildings  burnt,  great  &  small,  consider¬ 

able  money  lost —  Little  insurance. 

Dec.  17 — Near  the  Quarter  of  the  moon  violent  N.E.  wind — 
highest  tide  since  1820 —  Green’s  footbridge  floted — 
wharves  cleared  —  stores  deluged  —  Schooner  went 
ashore — Incalculable  damage  at  N.  Y.  and  to  the  South 
Dec.  18— Died  David  Hull  (67) 

1834 

Jan.  14 — Harbor  froze  over — Little  snow 
Feb.  27 — Married  Ephraim  Penfield  to  Mary  Ann  Clarke — 
The  warmest  February  known  for  many  years — People 
ploughing. 

March  4 — Murder  at  Bridgeport —  An  Irishman  a  labourer, 
boarded  at  Bassets  who  kept  a  bad  house — all  intoxi¬ 
cated  together — the  Irishman  beat  out  B.  brains  &  he 
died  in  a  few  hours — the  fellow  lay  concealed  in  the 
swamp  (it  is  supposed)  for  several  days — 

March  15 — Roads  settled,  grass  growing,  birds  singing,  comes 
Snow  5  inches  depth  on  a  level. — 

April  12 — H.  Osborn  left  this  place  for  Westmoreland — 

April  13 — Died  Robert  Knap — 

May  7 — 25,000  fish  caught  in  one  haul 

Dec.  18 — Dr.  David  Hull,  classmate  of  William  Wheeler  at  Yale,  and  brother  of  Gen. 
William  Hull. 

Feb.  27 — Ephraim,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Bulkley)  Penfield.  Mary  Ann  Clarke 
was  his  first  wife. 
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May  26 — 53,000  fish  at  one  haul !  100,000  in  a  day  by  two  firms. 

June  2 — 67,000  fish  at  one  haul — 

June  30 — a  wet  &  cold  season — several  people  sick  with  the 
lung  fever  at  this  place. — 

July  10 — Extreme  heat  for  3  days — one  neighbour  had  his 
back  blistered  through  his  shirt — 

July  17 — In  a  heavy  shower  (afternoon)  a  tree  was  struck 
with  two  streams  of  lightning  about  6  rods  distant  from 
me — the  report  was  similar  to  several  pistols  in  quick 
succession — 

Aug.  10 — The  Cholera  appears  in  New  York. 

Aug.  27 — Died  Mrs.  T.  Burr  of  the  Dropsy 

Aug.  30 — Mrs.  Brewster,  taken  late  in  Ye  afternoon  died  next 
night — thought  to  be  the  Cholera.  Aged  74 

Sept.  23 — Raisd  Mrs.  Brewster’s  house 

Oct.  30 — Burnt  both  houses  of  Parliament — England. 

Nov.  1 — John  Wheeler  came  to  our  house  from  Westmore¬ 
land.  Cholera  has  ceasd  at  New  York. 

Loss  of  Houses  of  Parliament  estimated  at  500,000  pounds. 

Nov.  25 — first  snow  that  covers  the  earth — 2  inches  depth. 


1835 

Jan.  1 — Port  froze  to  the  Point — sleighing  fine 

Jan.  5 — Extreme  cold — Clear — 16  degrees  below  zero,  colder 
by  5%  than  had  been  for  13  years — a  Man  burnt  to  death 
in  his  house  at  Bridgeport. 

Jan.  12 — Drew  a  deed  (quitclaim)  for  William  Wheeler  of 
Westmoreland. 

Jan.  14 — Quite  warm  &  pleasant. 

Feb.  10 — Died  Sami  Wilson — (Fairfield  Woods) 

Feb.  27 — Mrs.  Carman  robbed  of  104  dolls — no  one  at  the 
house  at  that  time — at  Black  Rock. 

March  17 — Died  of  a  fever,  Capt.  Gershom  Sturges 


Aug.  27 — Rhoda  (Meeker)  Burr,  wife  of  Thaddeus. 

Aug.  30 — Anne  (Lewis)  Brewster,  widow  of  Caleb. 

March  17 — Gershom,  son  of  Seth  and  Mary  (Burr)  Sturges,  b.  1  June,  1773. 


114 


THE  JOURNAL  OF  WILLIAM  WHEELER 


April  11 — A  man  lost  his  hand,  another  his  eye  at  Bridge¬ 
port,  firing  a  cannon. 

April  13 — A  great  Animal  show  at  Bridgeport 

April  16 — Snow — level  3  inches  deep — 

April  28 — In  the  night  during  a  most  violent  gale  N.E.  packet 
Paragon,  H.  Wills  went  ashore  on  the  beach  Black  Rock 
&  was  lost. 

April  29 — Hoyt’s  house  raisd  38  by  27 

May  3 — Sunday  betwixt  meetings  James  Knap’s  house  (Fair- 
field)  burnt. 

June  12 — heavy  thundershower  barn  struck  in  Fairfield  &  a 
house  in  Bridgeport — it  went  on  the  lightning  rod  to 
the  garret  where  it  was  attracted  by  an  iron  fender  then 
went  down  by  a  post — none  hurt. — Beacon  building. 

About  this  time  the  Palmer  worms  appear  in  infinite  numbers 
on  the  apple,  Quince  &  oak  trees — 

They  went  off  in  three  weeks,  destroyed  all  the  apples. 

July  5  — Corner  Stone  of  African  church  laid  Bridgeport 

July  17 — Died  Alanson  Allen’s  child. 

Aug.  20 — About  this  period — The  Baptists  bought  Bridgeport 
church  for  3500  dolls. 

Sept.  19 — U.  S.  Schooner  went  off — had  been  here  3  weeks, 
surveying  the  place  &  harbour 

About  this  time  died  N.  and  J.  Morehouse  (father  &  son)  at 
Fairfield  Woods. 

Oct.  28 — Finished  the  Beacon — Expense  8,000  dolls,  By  Danl 
Wilson  &  two  Downs,  [brothers]. 

Nov.  11 — very  heavy  S.E.  Storm — the  season  thus  far  has 
been  very  warm  &  calm — delightful 

Nov.  23 — The  mildest  season  perhaps  in  the  memory  of  man 
no  frost — good  roads  till  this  day  a  rousing  snowstorm — 
Good  sleighing — hay  17  dolls. 

Dec.  16 — Harbor  froze  to  the  point  before  evening — A  great 
fire  in  New  York — the  fire  was  plainly  seen  at  Black 
Rock — lighting  up  against  the  sky — About  600  buildings 
in  the  richest  part  of  the  city  were  destroyed — loss  esti¬ 
mated  at  fifteen  or  20  millions — burnt  15  hours — the 


THE  JOURNAL  OF  WILLIAM  WHEELER 


115 


flames  driven  by  a  strong  wind — extreme  cold — water 
froze  in  the  engine — firemen  exhausted  by  fire  the  night 
previous — Militia  &  a  troop  of  horse  to  greet  the  thieves — 
Buildings  blown  up  in  advance  of  the  fire  tended  to  arrest 
the  conflagration — it  was  thought  a  million  of  dolls  was 
saved  by  four  hogsheads  of  wine  vinegar  put  in  engine. — 
no  such  fire  since  1776  when  490  buildings  were  burnt  in 
N.  Y.  24  degrees  Montreal  Cold — 12  degrees  below 
Zero. 


1836 

Jan.  7 — Fine  sleighing. 

Feb.  3 — Sound  covered  with  ice — Steamboat  cannot  pass — 
came  in 

Feb.  4 — Widow  Godfrey  (Millplain)  frozen  to  death 
Cold — 10  degrees  below  zero. 

Feb.  8 — Hard  rain  follows  a  driving  snow,  so  the  seasons 
change — 

Feb.  20 — Mrs.  Woodhull  burnt  by  clothes  taking  fire  alone — 
supposed  in  a  fit — died  next  night — 

March  4 — Burnt — the  house  of  Eben.  Osborn — Mill  plain — 
March  16 — Market  vessels  just  begin  to  go — the  coldest  Feb¬ 
ruary  ever  remembered — Ice  8  inches  thick  now  on  the 
harbour — 

March  18 — House  of  Alanson  Allen  (neighbor)  caught  fire 
from  beam  under  the  hearth — extinguished — 

March  23 — Snow  level  4  inches 

April  1 — Snow  drifts  (rather  a  compound  of  hail  &  snow 
frozen  last  winter)  remains  one  foot  deep. 

April  29 — Died  Thomas  Bulkley. 

June  8 — Storm  of  20  days  continuance — Wind  brisk  N.E.  the 
whole  time. 

Feb.  20 — Eunice  (Sturges)  Woodhull,  son  of  Seth  and  Mary  (Burr)  Sturges,  b.  4 
Aug.  1765,  widow  of  Captain  Woodhull.  She  had  at  one  time  lived  in  Black  Rock, 
but  died  in  Fairfield  where  she  taught  school  for  many  years,  after  the  death  of  her 
husband. 

April  29 — Thomas  Bulkley,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  (Hoyt)  Bulkley,  had  been  a 
classmate  of  William  Wheeler  at  Yale. 
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June  9 — 37,000  fish  caught  at  one  haul  in  this  port — warm  & 
pleasant. 

July  4 — Misty  warm,  growing  season. 

July  26 — Two  children  of  E.  Hendrick  die — scarlet  fever — 
four  more  have  been  sick — 

July  27 — A.  Jennings  firing  a  cannon  had  one  arm  blown  off 
(Bridgeport) 

Aug.  13 — W.  B.  Thomas  married  to  Betsey  Moore 

Sept.  6 — Died  Uncle  Ozias  Burr  aged  97  years  3  months 

Oct.  13 — About  this  time  Capt.  Brittin’s  house  raised — 3 
people  fell — sleeper  broke — one  man  broke  his  rib. 

Oct.  28 — Died  Lewis  Brewster — Nigh  neighbor 

Dec.  11 — Married  Mr.  Rufus  Fancher  to  Mrs.  Caroline  Callon 

Assembly  (extra  session)  passed  a  law  for  each  town  to  take 
their  share  of  the  Surplus  Revenue. 


1837 

Jan.  1 — Married  Mr.  Ward  Taylor  to  Eliza  Wells — 

Jan.  3 — Harbour  froze  over — 

Jan.  22 — Earth  covered  with  snow — hardly  before  this  win¬ 
ter — Roads  excellent  for  Wheels  the  whole  season — now 
most  excellent  for  sleighs — 

Feb.  10 — A  wolf  killed  at  Pequonnock  by  Moses  Bulkley — 
75  lb. 

March  4 — Great  firing  &  rejoicing  for  the  Accession  of  Van 
Buren.  President  Jackson  sent  out  farewell  Address 
to  the  U.  S. — he  cautions  all  against  any  division  of  the 
Union — 

March  21 — I  gave  Anne  Wakeman,  wife  of  Willis  Wakeman 
two  deeds  of  53  rods  of  land  more  or  less  on  Wheelers 
road  for  124  dolls. 

March  23 — Davd  Lockwood  deed  of  land —  Great  flood — 

Oct.  28 — (Jonathan)  Lewis  Brewster,  son  of  Caleb  and  Anne  (LewJs)  Brewster, 

b.  5  Nov.  1786. 

Dec.  11 — Caroline  (Wheeler)  Callon,  daughter  of  Chauncy  and  Caroline  Matilda 

(Beers)  Wheeler. 

Jan.  1 — Eliza,  daughter  of  Roswell  and  Marietta  (Gould)  Wells.  Her  husband’s  name 

appears  elsewhere  as  Thomas  W.  Taylor. 

March  23 — David,  son  of  Joseph  and  Eunice  (Barlow)  Lockwood  of  Westport. 


■ 

II ' 


1807 — The  Nichols  homestead  (13) 

(Photographed  on  the  original  site,  1870) 
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Pequonnock  river  burst  its  dams  one  after  another — 
swept  away  60  feet  of  a  factory  with  various  shops  & 
barns — the  new  mill  at  Berkshire  was  carried  erect  80 
rods  down  the  streen —  Great  damage  in  various  parts. 
April  8-  -Morn — Hail  storm — preceded  by  darkness — hail¬ 
stones  2  inches  in  length  irregular — thunder 
May  6 — Great  pressure  in  the  money  market 
May  8 — Whale  Ship  arrives  at  Bridgeport  with  2200  bbls  oil. 
May  10 — Great  panic —  All  the  banks  stopt  payment — 
failures  every  place — 

July  10 — Mad  dog  pursued  from  Newtown  on  horseback — 
killed  within  4  miles  of  Bridgeport — 

July  11 — An  Irishman  drowned  near  Green’s  Mill  in  a  deep 
hole  whilst  bathing — could  not  swim — 

Sept.  20 — Died  Samuel  Rowland  Esq. 

Oct.  20 — Died  Walter  Thorp  Esq.  of  this  place — 

Oct.  27 — Died  James  Knap  (69)  of  Fairfield. 

Nov.  1 — Beach  &  Webb  Downs  finished  the  lighthouse 
fence — 

Nov.  14 — Snow  Storm — 4  inches  deep  on  a  level  6  o’clock  in 
evening  cloud  red  like  fire — giving  light  like  the  moon 
at  her  full — only  a  few  minutes — Snow  went  off  entirely 
in  4  days — quite  warm — 

Nov.  25 — Deep,  driving  snow. 

Dec.  30 — Five  snow  storms — all  melted  and  left  the  earth 
green  &  dry — very  fine  roads — no  mud — nor  frost  in  the 
ground. 


1838 

Jan.  26 — very  fine  roads — no  snow — mild — fogs — now  comes 
a  southeast  storm — rain. 

Died  Capt.  Wm.  Nichols,  after  a  severe  sickness  of  2  days, 
his  age  was  39 — 

Dr.  Nash  broke  his  leg. 

March  26 — Married  in  Fairfield  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Atwater, 
Elihu  Sanford  to  Cornelia  Turney — 


Oct.  20 — Captain  Walter,  son  of  Eliphalet  and  Eunice  Thorp,  b.  1770. 
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March  28 — Snow  level  3  inches  depth 
March  31 — Swelling  extracted  from  E.  [Eliza?] 

April  4 — Died  Capt.  Thos.  Bartram — 67 — 

April  14 — Snow  storm 

May  1 — Died  Wife  of  Thaddeus  Hubbell — 

June  18 — Finished  the  shingling  of  my  house.  George 
Ensly  &  wife  departed  for  N.  Haven 
Arrived  Barque  Harvest  from  whaling  with  8,000  doll.  4,800 
lb  whale-bone  and  150  barrels  sperm  oil. 

Oct.  20 — Died  Mrs.  Shelton,  wife  of  Parson  Shelton.  Died 
also  Middlebrooks,  dropt  dead  from  his  waggon  he 
worked  much  in  poisonous  paints. 

Nov.  21 — Married  at  Bridgeport  Charles  May  of  that  place  to 
Sarah  Jane  Callon  of  Black  Rock 
Nov.  25 — Died  Maria  Wilson,  wife  of  Daniel  Wilson. 


1839 

Jan.  1 — No  snow — fine  roads. 

Jan.  22 — Sold  John  P.  Brittin  length  234  feet,  Breadth  119  feet 
4  inches — North  of  David  Lockwood’s  Land  on  Wheeler 
Street  about  100  rods  of  Ground  at  200  per  Acre,  took  a 
note  for  125  dolls. 

Few  of  the  Wheelers  were  Scholars  (Book  taught)  at  Weston 
there  was  Nathan  Wheeler,  Judge  of  the  County  Court 
and  Stephen  Wheeler  Representative  (Conn.)  Whether 
from  dependence  on  their  strong  natural  powers  or  want 
of  pecuniary  aid — they  died  poor. 

John  Wheeler  (Isle  of  Wight)  is  mentioned  in  L.  Richmond’s 
diary  as  a  boon  religious  man. 

I  have  a  brother  John  Wheeler  now  (1839)  74  years  of  age 
will  travel  with  ease  twenty  miles  in  a  day  his  whole 
study  is  Religion — he  exhorts  wherever  he  goes — is 


April  4 — Thomas,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Burr)  Bartram,  b.  22  Feb.  1764. 

Nov.  25 — Maria  (Keeler)  Wilson,  daughter  of  David  and  Esther  (Bradley)  Keeler, 
b.  1797. 
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now  in  Allegheny  Co.  N.  Y.  he  has  no  property — he 
has  9  children  by  2  wives. 

Feb.  18 — No  snow — pleasant  roads — Light  Boat  in  harbour — 
hole  made  in  her  by  ice —  Revival  of  Religion  in  Bridge¬ 
port — protracted  meetings — 14  days)  Baptists  &  Metho¬ 
dist. 

March  15 — Died  (Fairfield)  Sally  Bulkley  70 — for  18  years 
this  maiden,  recluse  by  day  continued  in  her  chamber, 
coming  down  at  night  to  eat — her  life  was  prolonged  to 
old  age  without  fire — she  inherited  a  considerable  fortune 
from  her  Ancestors — was  daughter  of  Nathan  Bulkley, 
Town  Clerk — 

April  11 — Arrived  at  Bridgeport  Ship  Atlantic  with  1900  bbls 
oil  &  17,000  lb.  bone,  absent  21  months. 

April  21 — Raised  Thos.  Ransom’s  house  at  Black  Rock 
May  22 — 3  Persons  very  Sick — Chronic  Rheumatism 
June  15 — 10  A.M.  died  of  a  fever  in  the  36th  year  of  her  Age 
Eliza  H.  Wheeler — Sick  about  14  days.  She  was  supe¬ 
rior  in  most  qualities  that  adorn  the  female  mind 

In  hospitality  affection  &  kindness  inferior  to  none — 

As  a  Poetess  good  (her  works  testify) 

A  great  lover  of  Books 

Beloved  &  respected  by  her  numerous  acquaintances 
Habitually  cheerful — quick  at  her  needle — 

Very  industrious  &  economical — 

Very  smooth  in  her  temper — and  conciliatory  in  her  manner 
Unrivalled  in  a  firm  attachment  to  her  father  Wm.  Wheeler 
Well  skilled  in  vocal  Music — Laus  Deo. 

Add  to  all  these  she  had  a  Courage  that  never  gave  way  to 
difficulties  though  ever  so  formidable 
Very  few  were  her  complaints  in  her  last  sickness. 

Dec.  15 — The  Season  was  never  finer —  Grass  growing 
fences  building  Scallops  hundreds  of  bushels  caught — 
fine  roads —  but  now  Snow  18  inches  depth. 

Launched  Schooner  200  tons — Danl  Wilson  &  Co. 
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Dec.  22 — Another  N.E.  Snow  Storm.  Fine  sleighing. 

Dec.  28 — Four  A.M.  the  highest  tide  for  many  years  7  inches 
depth  in  T.  Ransom’s  store,  he  lost  from  the  wharf  a 
hogshead  of  molasses — violent  gale  from  N.E. — Beacon 
blown  down  200  doll,  damage  in  Black  Rock 

1840 

Jan.  13 — Steamboat  Lexington  about  111  crew  &  passengers 
took  fire  7  evening — sunk  off  Bridgeport — 3  only  saved — 
18,000  dolls  specie  on  board,  10,000  of  the  same  in  Gold 
in  an  iron  trunk.  One  person  saved  (tis  said)  was  48 
hours  exposed — 3  were  saved  by  a  vessel  that  went  for 
the  purpose  from  Southport  next  day.  Later  Accounts 
120  lives  lost. 

(Royal  George  sunk  1752  with  1200  on  board  400  women, 
blown  by  powder  under  water — London  paper.) 

Feb.  12 — Cars  on  Railroad  (from  New  Milford  to  Bridgeport) 
by  some  mismanagement  did  not  stop — 3  men  had  each 
a  leg  broken 

March  16 — Died  in  Weston  Widow  Sarah  Treadwell  aged  86 
(daughter  of  Jabez  Wheeler)  had  two  husbands  soldiers 
of  Revolution, — Daniel  Treadwell  &  Danll  Hoyt —  She 
was  a  professor  of  religion  60  years —  She  was  sick  7 
weeks. 

April  20 — Night — The  Stores  of  T.  Ransom  &  B.  Penfield 
broke  open — from  the  latter  some  Cents  from  the  former 
a  number  of  articles  was  taken — Next  night  a  horse  & 
gig  were  Stolen — Gig  found  in  N.  York. 

June  6 — 40,000  fish  caught  in  this  harbour — 

June  10 — 52,000  fish — 

June  11 — 50,000  with  the  large  seine — 

Oct.  20 — Very  mild  season — hundreds  of  Lightning  bugs  in 
the  grass  of  low  places —  Great  Crops  of  Corn,  Grass, 
Potatoes  & c 

Oct.  31 — bush,  of  Winter  Apples  from  my  Tree. 


June  6 — Fish  was  used  by  local  farmers  to  spread  on  their  fields  for  fertilizer. 
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Nov.  14 — W.  Wheeler’s  house  raised. 

Nov.  18 — Sami  Penfield  died 
Nov.  19 — Snow  4  inches  depth 

Dec.  13 — W.  Wheeler  lawsuit  with  N.  Wakeman  cost  5  doll. 


1841 

Jan. — Mrs.  Bartram  falling  on  the  ice  received  a  sprain  in 
both  her  wrists — recovered  the  use  of  them  by  applying 
a  solution  for  2  days  of  vinegar  &  salt  warm  as  could  be 
endured,  then  Cider  brandy,  then  liniment. 

Feb.  1 — News  of  Isaac  Burr  murdered  at  .  [blank] 

where  Capt.  Benson  of  Fairfield  had  landed. 

Feb.  26 — paid  Dr.  Ten  Broeck  2  dolls  for  bleeding  me/at 
Joseph  Wakeman’s  when  wild — 

March  3 — died  Deacon  David  Judson — aged  83  years  &  5 
months,  very  persevering,  industrious,  economical 

April  3 — Died  William  Harrison  President  of  U.  S.  A.  with 
the  Lung  Fever. 

Many  have  the  measles  in  Black  Rock  not  so  many  since 
February  1832  when  67  had  it. 

During  the  last  War  between  England  &  France  were  slain 
2,100,000  men.  Cost  to  England  1,058,000,000  pounds 
sterling  most  of  which  is  now  unpaid. — 

“To  do  one  thing  at  a  time” — the  most  difficult — and  the  most 
useful 

“In  England  157  drunkards  die  daily — 

May  29 — Arrived  at  Bridgeport  Ship  Hamilton  with  2,300  bbls 
oil  and  400  pounds  (bone?) 

June  14 — 16,000  fish  caught 

June  15 — 20,000 

Sept.  23 — Brought  into  Black  Rock  a  Corpse,  drowned  betwixt 


Nov.  14 — This  is  the  house  standing  (1930)  at  the  end  of  Hackley  Street,  built  for 
William  Wheeler,  Jr. 

Nov.  15 — Samuel,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Bulkley)  Penfield,  b.  26  March,  1819. 
The  date  on  the  tombstone  is  Nov.  18th. 

Feb.  1. — Isaac,  son  of  Noah  and  Anna  (Jennings)  Burr.  He  was  nineteen. 
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here  &  N.  Y.  unsafe  to  proceed  on  account  of  putrefac¬ 
tion — Buried  in  Fairfield 

About  this  period  died  Elijah  Burrit — the  Oldest  person  in 
the  County  also  Mun.  Darrow  (Bridgeport) 

Sept.  27 — died  the  wife  of  Jesup  Banks —  Very  fine  Septem¬ 
ber —  Less  fruit  than  many  years  past —  Cider  2V2 
dolls  Scallops  innumerable. 

Oct.  3 — Thunder  &  snow. 

Oct.  15 — New  Schoolhouse  building  (Black  Rock) 

Nov.  18 — The  last  of  Canal  boat  sold  (designed  for  Canal — 
unfit)  Owner  lost  by  her  10,000  dolls. 


1842 

March  10 — The  past  Winter  has  been  the  mildest  in  the 
memory  of  man — little  Snow — good  roads  the  whole 
Season 

About  this  time  died  Sarah  Chat 

March  15 — Married  in  Fairfield  Dr.  Denison  to  Esther  Judson 
Goodsell 

March  25 — The  house  of  Mrs.  Aymar  (Bridgeport)  struck  by 
Lightning 

April  1 — Died  (In  Stratfield)  Philo  Shelton. 

April  14 — Died  Capt.  Thomas  Brothwell  aged  75 

“It  is  the  combined  light  of  all  truth  scientific  as  well  as 
religious  which  is  to  render  so  perfect  and  glorious  the 
Milennial  day” — Perkins. 

May  7 — Southport  withdrew  their  petition  to  be  made  a 
Town — 

May  31 — About  this  time  Arrived  Barque  Harvest  with  2300 
bbls  oil. 

June  2 — 12,000  fish  caught  in  B.  Rock  harbour 

June  18 — died  Lothrop  Lewis  (Fairfield) 

July  4 — Arrived  Ship  Hamilton  2,500  bbls  oil 

About  this  time  frequent  bankruptcies  occur —  Rain  every 
day  Hay  much  damaged 


Sept.  27 — Laura  (Sherwood)  Banks. 
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July  30 — Drowned  at  pine  creek  (Fairfield)  Sami  Benedict  of 
Ridgefield  while  bathing.  Two  others  nearly  drowned 
endeavoring  to  save  him. 

Aug.  5 — A  hard  N.E.  August  storn 

Aug.  11 — A  house  struck  by  lightning  at  Bridgeport — John¬ 
son’s  Mills  also 

Sept.  28 — Died  Wm.  Penfield  of  a  bilious  fever  caught  in  the 
south 

Oct.  12 — Cattle  Show  for  Fairfield  Co.  at  Bridgeport 
Oct.  23 — Died  Bennet  Revolutionary  pensionary  in  his  94th 
year 

A  Schooner  70  tons — Wind  S.E. — from  Madison  loaded  with 
potatoes  ran  on  Grovers  Hill  point — wrecked 
Nov.  4 — Animal  magnetizer  at  Fairfield 
Nov.  17 — Thanksgiving — heavy  rain. 

Nov.  18 — Died  Eliza  Taylor  daughter  of  Roswell  Wells  of 
Black  Rock. 

Dec.  11 — Died  James  Penfield  of  Apoplexy  (83) 

Dec.  16 — Died  Robt.  Turney 

Dec.  25 — Drowned  at  Bridgeport  Aaron  Downs 

Dec.  30 — Oration  by  Hodge — 35  join  Temperance 

1843 

Feb.  10 — Died  at  Southport  Eli  Bulkley  aged  80 
Very  mild  season — great  revival  of  religion — 101  joined  Tem¬ 
perance  Society  in  all  at  Black  Rock  14  immersed  at 
one  time — Baptists —  Methodist  Church  building  at 
Fairfield — Good  sleighing — 

May — Married  Gregory  to  Fanny  Banks 

July  3 — very  hot — Influenza  everywhere — many  confined  to 
their  bed 

Drowned  in  Bridgeport  harbor — sailboat  capsized — Norman 
of  Bpt. 

Sept.  28 — William,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Bulkley)  Penfield,  b.  3  June,  1813. 
Dec.  11 — James,  son  of  James  and  Ellen  (Burr)  Penfield,  born  24  Feb.  1761.  He 
lived  on  Holland  Heights  in  the  Silliman  House. 

July  3 — Charles  C.  Norman.  His  widow,  Phebe  Burton  (Tuttle),  married  (2)  David 
Lockwood  of  Black  Rock. 
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July  11  — Found  floting  in  the  Sound  by  Dan  Wilson  - 

Norman. 

July  25 — Filled  my  barn  with  hay  both  sides,  floorway  up  to 
crossbar.  Labour’d  every  day  myself  (per  favour) 

Aug.  8 — Struck  by  lightning  4  oxen  near  Polly  Burr’s  and 
killed — owned  by  Amos  &  Fred  Burr. 

Died  Danl  Barr  71 

Aug.  15 — Died  at  Black  Rock  Mrs.  Jennings — Cholera  mor¬ 
bus — Taken  Saturday  died  Tuesday 

Aug.  16 — David  Penfield  broke  his  shoulder  falling  from  a 

waggon 

Sept.  1 — Campmeeting  at  Stepney  on  railroad — Methodist 
first  then  Millerite — broke  up  this  day  in  a  heavy  thun¬ 
der  &  rain  all  day. 

Sept.  4 — Died  Deacon  Judson’s  widow  aged  81 

Sept.  10 — Preached  at  Fairfield  John  Noyes  (My  old  School¬ 
master) 

Sept.  28 — First  frost — fine  weather —  Died  Capt.  Wm.  Hub- 
bell  (35)  found  dead  in  bed  N.  Y. 

Nov.  7 — First  snow. 


1844 

Bankrupts  in  Connecticut  1837 — of  which  1537  voluntary — 
Indebtedness — whole  amount  11,000,500 
In  161  cases  debts  amount  to  more  than  10,000  doll.  High¬ 
est  debt  William  H.  Jessup  of  Westport  1,043,000  The 
next  highest  Maurice  Wakeman  of  Fairfield  577,706 
Jan.  10 — died —  Annsbury  (34)  of  a  deep  Consumption 

March  18 — died  of  Lung  Fever  Mills  (34) 

March  2 A — died  of  a  long  Consumption  Mrs.  Laura  Bouton 
wife  (38)  of  [William]  Bouton 
March  25 — Died  a  child  of  Albert  Burr 
April  22 — died  Mrs.  Thorp,  relict  of  Walter  Thorp  (68) 

Aug.  15 — Rosannah,  first  wife  of  Captain  William  A.  Jennings.  She  was  born  in  the 
West  Indies  and  there  married. 

Sept.  4 — Esther,  widow  of  David  Judson,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Sarah  Bulkley.  Her 
father  also  had  been  deacon. 

March  24 — Laura  (Jennings)  Bouton,  daughter  of  William  Sr.  and  Mary  Jennings. 
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May  11 — Night — The  hardest  thunderstorm  that  has  been  for 
many  years 

May  29 — Died  Mrs.  Bradley  wife  of  Hull  Bradley  Esq. 

June  1 — Dropt  down  dead  Capt.  Nathan  Holdredge  (57) 

June  6 — Died  Helen  Ellsworth  daughter  of  Mr.  Ellsworth 
June  30 — Cool  &  pleasant —  Hay  good — 

Oct.  4 — Great  revival  of  Religion  From  14  Ichabod  [?] 
John  Elwood  is  rejoice  [  ?]  Died  Henry  Penfield — Con¬ 
sumption — 

The  stream  of  salvation  to  which  the  Missouri  is  but  a  rill 
flows  through  my  very  inmost  Core — Conjunction  of 
Venus  and  the  Moon — No  strait  jacket  now —  O  God 
forgive  you  there — Amen —  Go  marry — none  wretched 
or  hen  peckt  now — profile  Hark  forward  hurra  tallyhoo ! — 
Vice  fiddle  hung  up —  Eliza  come  back —  Compete  with  the 
Wheeler  none.  I  William  saw  a  mighty  strong  Angel 
bind  1000 

Down  on  your  knees  and  kiss  whom  you  please — 

Kiss’d  her  cold  forehead — turnd  is  Wheeler  gone? 

Extra  Ma.  1. 


[In  different  handwriting] 

Dec.  7 — Died  Squire  Parrott  aged  75  years 

Dec.  28 — Died  Stiles  Nichols  Printer  83  years 

Dec.  30 — Died  Roger  M.  Sherman,  Judge  (71  years) 

1845  Jan.  28 — Died  William  Wheeler  the  author  of  this  book 
aged  82  years  six  months  15  days. 


June  6 — Verdine  and  Jane  Agnes  Ellsworth  lost  five  children  in  youth. 

Oct.  4 — Henry,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Bulkley)  Penfield,  born  2  Feb.  1816. 
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Of  Old  Black  Rock 

* — Indicates  “ Standing  in  1930”  (even  though  moved  or  remodeled). 
Names  of  successive  ozmers  are  in  boldface. 

Boldface  dates  are  of  (approximate)  erection  of  houses. 

Numbers  refer  to  Map  of  “The  Black  Rock  of  William  Wheeler .” 

P  Indicates  photograph;  S,  sketch.  (See  Index.) 

1 —  Thomas  Wheeler  the  pioneer,  built  the  first  1649 

house1,  described  in  the  Journal,  and  probably  S 
occupied  also  by  his  son  John  who  died  in  1669. 

2 —  Jonathan  Wheeler,  Sr.  (1680-1772)  lived  first  near  1700 

the  “old  lot”  near  the  wharves,  but  later  built  a 
homestead  on  the  road  to  Grovers  Hill, — a 
house,  later  occupied  by  his  son,  Jonathan,  Jr. 

In  1813  it  was  transferred  from  Ephraim  Knap 
to  Roswell  Wells2 3,  who  lived  there  many  years. 

3a — John  Wheeler  (1664-1754)  lived  on  the  site  of  the  1700 
present  public  playground  at  Brewster  and  Ells¬ 
worth  Streets.  In  1745  he  deeded  “the  home¬ 
stead  where  I  now  dwell”  to  his  son,  Obediah 
(1716-1753),  whose  sons,  Josiah,  Abraham,  and 
Ezra,  were  living  there  in  1779.  Ezra,  after  his 
brothers  settled  in  Redding,  remained  in  the 
house  until  1788  when  he  removed  to  Weston 


1  The  turpentine  factory,  which  was  built  two  centuries  later  and  burned  on  the 
site,  left  a  tall  chimney  as  a  curious  monument  which  rose,  strangely  enough,  from 
the  exact  situation  of  the  pioneer  home.  Until  blown  down  a  few  years  ago,  this 
chimney  served  local  fishers  and  oystermen  as  a  landmark  for  sighting  the  position 

of  fishing-grounds  and  oysterbeds. 

3  He  was  known  as  “Quinkopagus  Wells.”  The  tale  is  told  that  one  night  the 
neighbor’s  boys  tied  up  his  pumphandle  and  then,  knocking  violently  at  his  door, 
called  “Oh  Quinkopagus!  Come  quick!  Your  best  cow  has  gone  dry!” 


128 


HOMESTEADS  OF  OLD  BLACK  ROCK 


and  the  property  was  purchased  by  Captain 
Caleb  Brewster,  whose  family  retained  it  for  two 
generations. 

*3b — John  Wheeler  (1664-1754)  also  built  for  his  old-  1720 
est  son,  John  Wheeler  (1694-1725),  a  house  which  S 
passing,  after  his  death,  to  his  daughter  Abigail 
and  from  her  to  her  uncle,  Thomas  Hill,  in  1745, 
finally  in  1749/50  became  the  property  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Ichabod  Wheeler  who  two  years  later  mar¬ 
ried  Deborah  Burr  (daughter  of  Col.  John  Burr 
who  lived  on  the  Stratfield  Road).  In  this 
house  were  born  their  three  children,  Mary 
(future  wife  of  Ebenezer  Squire),  William,  and 
John.  After  building  houses  for  his  two  sons, 
Captain  Ichabod,  retaining  a  life  lease,  deeded 
his  home  in  1799  to  his  granddaughter,  Debby 
Squire  “for  care  and  services  in  my  home  since 
1793.” 

After  his  death  and  her  marriage  to  Barnabas  Bar- 
tram  (who  died  of  yellow  fever  in  the  West 
Indies  during  a  voyage),  the  house  belonged  suc¬ 
cessively  to  Captain  David  Keeler,  Herman  Rug- 
gles,  Uriah  Bulkley,  Seth  Perry,  and  was  finally 
deeded  in  1827  to  Alanson  Allen  from  Compo, 
who  lived  there  for  the  greater  part  of  the  cen¬ 
tury  during  which  he  served  the  community  as 
shoemaker  and  postmaster. 

The  house  has  undergone  many  changs,  but  the 
interior  retains  some  of  the  original  paneling 
and  wrought-iron, — and  the  old  fireplaces  where 
young  William  Wheeler  sat,  watching  the  logs 
burn  and  listening  to  family  traditions  and  neigh¬ 
borhood  gossip,  later  to  be  retold  in  his  Journal. 

4 — John  Wheeler,  2d  (1729-1819),  posthumous  brother  1750 
of  the  John  for  whom  Captain  Ichabod’s  house 
was  built,  lived  only  a  short  time  in  Black 
Rock  before  moving  to  Greenfield  (he  later  lived 
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in  Stratfield).  In  1757  he  deeded  “the  home¬ 
stead  where  I  now  live”  and  eighteen  acres  with 
his  dwellinghouse  to  his  cousins,  Abel  and 
Jonathan  Wheeler.  Later,  Abel  Wheeler 
bought  Jonathan’s  share,  and  the  house  became 
the  first  pre-Revolutionary  tavern  in  Black  Rock 
of  which  evidence  lingers. 

The  property  included  the  west  side  of  Grovers 
Avenue,  south  from  Brewster  Street,  and  was 
later  the  Bradley  Perry  and  Seth  Perry 
homesites. 

*5 — Nehemiah  Burr  (1734-1814),  about  the  time  of 
his  marriage  to  Sarah  Osborn,  built  a  house  at 
the  bend  of  the  old  road  to  Grovers  Hill — now 
the  corner  of  Balmforth  Street.  Here  “on  the 
produce  of  an  acre  of  land  he  brought  up  a  large 
family.”  One  of  his  daughters,  Sarah,  married 
Captain  Thomas  Bartram.  His  son,  Noah  Burr, 
died  in  1859,  and  the  property  was  purchased  by 
Captain  Benjamin  Penfield  for  his  son,  William 
Henry  Penfield,  whose  wife  lived  there  while 
he  saw  active  service  during  the  Civil  War. 
After  the  war  the  house  was  sold  by  Captain 
Penfield,  and  after  several  transfers,  it  was 
bought  during  the  nineties  by  George  F.  Gilman 
and  converted  into  a  studio.  Subsequent  own¬ 
ers,  H.  H.  Sprague  and  K.  W.  McNeil,  have 
made  many  alterations,  and  the  original  outline 
has  been  completely  modernized. 

6 — Captain  John  Squire,  son  of  Samuel  Squire  of 
Fairfield,  bought  in  1764  “land  near  the  Black 
Rock  by  the  Sea  Shore” — at  the  end  of  the  old 
pasture  road,  overlooking  “Money  Beach.” 
Here  he  built  a  house  to  which  he  brought  his 
third  wife,  Lydea  Jarvis  (widow  of  Isaac  Jarvis 
of  Norwalk)  and  her  two  sons,  Noah  and 
Isaac, — the  same  Isaac  Jarvis  who  was  to  corn- 


1762 


1764 
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mand  the  fort  in  1779  and  direct  the  cannonade 
that  saved  Black  Rock. 

A  wharf  at  “Money  Beach”  was  owned  by  Captain 
Squire.  The  house  is  described3  in  the  probate 
records  of  1805,  when  the  widow  Lydea  and 
James  Squire  were  given  shares  of  the  house, 
while  the  heirs  of  John  Squire,  Jr.,  inherited  the 
land  east  of  the  homestead  with  the  old  wharf. 

The  Squire  land  and  many  acres  of  other  holdings 
on  Grovers  Hill  were  acquired  early  in  the  cen¬ 
tury  by  Captain  Daniel  Wilson,  who  in  1837 
deeded  to  William  A.  Jennings  “land  at  Black 
Rock,  being  the  place  formerly  known  as  Cap¬ 
tain  Jack  Squire’s  homestead  on  Grovers  Hill.” 

The  house  occupied  by  Captain  Jennings  later 
became  part  of  the  George  Hotel  property. 

7 — Captain  Joseph  Silliman  (1732-1788)  built  on  1766 
Grovers  Avenue  a  home  for  his  bride,  Chris-  P 
tiania  Hubbell  (always  called  “Christian”  in  the 
records).  He  died  in  1788  and  his  only  son, 
Captain  Nathaniel  Silliman,  was  murdered  in 
Spain  in  1795.  Chloe  Silliman,  the  younger 
widow,  remarried,  but  Christiania  Silliman 
remained  in  the  house  until  she  died  in  1805. 

The  house  (which  was  burned  about  1900)  was  a 
quaint  little  home  with  a  sloping  roof  across 
which  sprawled  a  trumpet  vine,  accenting  with 
bright  flowers  the  silver-gray  weathered  shin¬ 
gles.  Lilacs  clustered  at  the  door. 

The  next  owner,  John  Maltbie,  whose  wife  was 
Abel  Wheeler’s  granddaughter,  Rachel  Mason, 
lived  only  a  few  years  after  his  marriage.  He 
was  first  keeper  of  the  Black  Rock  Light,  estab¬ 
lished  in  1808.  He  died  the  following  year,  and 

8  “The  widow  to  have  the  northerly  front  room,  bedroom,  &  milkroom  adjoining 
westerly;  the  chamber  over  front  room,  with  the  privilege  of  the  kitchen  to  do 
great  work,  such  as  washing,  baking,  etc.,  also  the  privilege  of  passing  &  repassing 
in  the  usual  way  to  said  chamber  and  to  the  well....” 
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his  widow  married  again  and  moved  to  New 
York.  Subsequent  owners  were  Captain  Walter 
Thorp,  Captain  Charles  Penfield,  and  H.  W. 
Fancher,  whose  family  appear  in  the  photo¬ 
graph,  taken  during  their  residence  there.4 

8 — Captain  Thomas  Holberton  bought  one  of  four  1767 
lots  laid  out  in  Black  Rock  by  David  Wheeler, 

3d,  along  a  proposed  road  from  Grovers  Avenue 
to  the  harbor.  During  the  next  quarter  century, 
Captain  Holberton’s  property  here  and  else¬ 
where  in  Black  Rock  became  involved  in  so 
many  transfers,  mortgages,  and  releases  (doubt¬ 
less  in  proportion  to  the  success  or  failure  of  his 
many  shipping  ventures)  that  the  ownership  of 
certain  lots  is  not  always  definite.  It  appears, 
however,  that  in  1793,  “the  dwellinghouse  where 
Thomas  Holberton  now  lives,”  previously  quit¬ 
claimed  by  the  captain  to  Robert  Wilson,  was 
sold  to  Samuel  Sherwood,  during  whose  ten¬ 
ancy  of  four  years  occurred  the  inoculation  for 
smallpox,  mentioned  in  the  Journal.  In  1796 
the  new  owner  moved  to  Ridgefield,  deeding  the 
house  to  Captain  Thomas  Bartram,  who  also 
purchased  the  three  adjacent  lots,  secured  a 
release  of  the  road  from  the  town,  and  in  1800 
(presumably  when  his  own  house  was  com¬ 
pleted)  transferred  the  entire  property  to  his 
brother,  Captain  Job  Bartram,  who  had  recently 
married  Captain  Holberton’s  daughter,  Ruth. 

In  1817  Captain  Job  was  drowned  off  the  harbor, 
but  his  family  retained  the  homestead  for  many 
years.  It  was  torn  down  to  make  way  for  the 
house  built  on  the  property  about  1865  by  Dr. 

4  The  photograph  shows  members  of  the  Fancher  family  on  the  front  porch.  The 
lone  sitter  on  the  side  porch  was  a  neighbor  who  happened  to  be  making  a  call  when 
the  photographer  arrived.  Left  in  the  house  to  her  own  devices,  she  included  herself 
in  the  picture,  much  to  the  amazement  of  the  family  when  the  finished  photograph 
was  delivered. 
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Calvin  E.  Hull,  which  is  now  occupied  by  Col. 
and  Mrs.  S.  W.  Roessler  (1930). 

*9 — Captain  Gershom  Sturges  built,  about  1803,  the  1803 
house  now  standing  at  the  corner  of  Grovers  P 
Avenue  and  Beacon  Street,  later  purchased  and 
remodeled  by  Captain  Benjamin  Penfield  whose 
descendants  live  there  now  (1930). 

10 —  The  property  on  which  the  homestead  was  built  1768 

has  an  earlier  history,  being  the  site  of  a  house  P 
built  in  1768  by  Thomas  Beebe  on  a  lot  pur¬ 
chased  from  David  Wheeler,  3d.  This  house 
was  transferred  in  1770  to  George  Morehouse, 
in  1773  to  Ebenezer  Burr,  in  1780  to  Isaac  Jar¬ 
vis,  in  1784  to  John  Squire,  Jr.,  in  1789  to  David 
Squire,  who  moved  with  his  family  to  Stamford, 

N.  Y.,  and  in  1794  to  Captain  Barlow  Sturges, 
who  sold  the  lot  to  his  brother  Gershom,  and 
moved  the  house  down  the  road  to  the  lot  above 
the  Middle  Wharf — which  was  managed  by  the 
three  Sturges  brothers. 

Early  in  the  new  century,  David  Penfield  came  to 
Black  Rock  from  Fairfield,  bought  the  house  in 
1803,  and  subsequently  the  wharf-shares  from 
Barlow,  Benjamin  and  Gershom  Sturges.  After 
the  death  of  David  Penfield  in  1845,  the  house 
was  occupied  by  his  son,  Captain  Ephraim 
Lewis  Penfield,  and  the  succeeding  generation 
(several  of  whom  appear  in  the  photograph, 
taken  about  1867).  The  house  was  destroyed 
by  fire  about  1870. 

11 —  Wolcott  Chauncy  (1732-1805)  built,  presumably  1769 

about  the  time  when  the  Middle  Wharf  was 
completed,  a  tiny  house  which  stood  on  the  pres¬ 
ent  site  of  the  Norden  Club.  In  1795  the  own¬ 
ers  of  the  wharf  leased  to  him  “during  the  pleas¬ 
ure  of  us  the  proprietors/'  a  “gore  of  land”  next 
his  garden.  After  his  death,  Mrs.  Chauncy 
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made  her  home  with  her  son,  Commodore 
Chauncy,  at  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  and  the 
Chauncy  property  was  long  used  by  David  Pen- 
field  for  his  woodshed. 

12 — Captain  Walter  Thorp  (1770-1837)  bought  from 
Abel  Wheeler’s  granddaughters,  Rachel  (Mason) 
Maltbie  Eden  and  Sally  Mason,  part  of  the 
Wheeler  “Middle  Lot”  (through  which  Seaview 
Terrace  now  runs),  and  also  the  salt  meadow 
(east  of  Seabright  Avenue).  The  house  which 
Captain  Thorp  built  was  after  his  death  pur¬ 
chased  from  his  other  heirs  by  Henry  J.  and 
Priscilla  (Thorp)  Beers,  sold  by  them  to 
Lothrop  Beers,  who  in  1847  sold  to  John  Plumb. 
Two  years  later  the  new  owner  bought  on  upper 
Ellsworth  Street,  and  the  property  was  deeded 
to  Captain  Daniel  Wilson,  who  in  1853  sold  it  to 
Captain  William  B.  Howes  of  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I. 
Captain  Howes  had  commanded  whaling  ves¬ 
sels,  but,  yielding  to  the  persuasion  of  his  wife, 
left  the  sea  and  established  a  coal  business  at 
the  wharf  built  on  the  salt  meadow  lot  in  front 
of  his  home.  His  family  later  moved  to  Bridge¬ 
port,  and  the  house  burned. 

*13 — Uriah  Bulkley  built  next  the  lower  shipyard  upon 
a  lot  purchased  from  Nathan  Wheeler  in  1807, 
the  house  which,  subsequently  enlarged,  became 
the  home  of  Captain  William  Hanford  Nichols 
and  of  his  children  and  grandchildren. 

The  lot  was  later  added  to  the  Bartram  holdings, 
and  the  house  was  moved  on  a  barge  across  the 
harbor  to  the  location  where  it  now  stands  on 
Grovers  Avenue  and  Old  Battery  Road,  the  resi¬ 
dence  (1930)  of  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Henshaw. 

14 — Hezekiah  Osborn  (1772-1846)  early  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  came  from  Mill  Plain  and  had  a 
waterlot  surveyed  to  him  “on  a  wharf  lot 
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belonging  to  John  Wheeler”  where  he  erected  a 
home  from  which  vantage  point  he  managed  a 
store  and  wharf  until  his  removal  to  New  York 
State  in  1834.  He  was  a  brother-in-law  of 
Bradley  and  Seth  Perry,  having  married  Nancy, 
daughter  of  Peter  Perry  of  Mill  Plain. 

*15 — John  Wheeler  (1765-1846),  brother  of  William,  1789 
and  younger  son  of  Captain  Ichabod,  received  P 
from  his  father  in  1790  the  lot  on  which  his 
father  and  he  had  built  during  the  preceding 
year  a  house  overlooking  the  harbor.  In  1803 
Terence  Riley  bought  from  John  Wheeler  the 
house,  with  a  wharf  and  store,  but  during  the 
next  two  years,  after  purchasing  another  wharf, 
business  difficulties  overtook  the  new  proprietor, 
and  after  Riley’s  sudden  death  in  New  York  in 
1805,  the  house  property  was  immediately 
attached  by  Nicholas  Fish  of  New  York,  one  of 
the  creditors,  who  sold  it  to  William  Hoyt. 

Rufus  Hoyt  became  owner  in  1808.  From  the 
Hoyt  family  the  property  passed  through  several 
owners  to  Captain  Thomas  Bartram  who  in 
1829  deeded  it  to  his  son,  Captain  Joseph  Bar- 
tram,  and  for  more  than  a  century  the  house  has 
been  occupied  by  his  family. 

*16 — Captain  James  Wilson  in  1767  purchased  land  1767 
from  Ezra  and  Ichabod  Wheeler  and  built  the  P 
house  now  standing  at  166  Brewster  Street. 

His  administrator,  Robert  Wilson,  sold  the  pro¬ 
perty  in  1775  to  Captain  Ebenezer  Bartram  who 
during  the  Revolution  served  actively  in  the 
defense  of  the  Connecticut  shore.  After  his 
death,  his  son,  Ebenezer  Bartram,  remained  in 
the  home  until  1818  when  upon  his  removal  to 
Westmoreland,  N.  Y.,  the  house  was  sold  to 
William  Hoyt  and  Sullivan  Moulton  (of  Green¬ 
wich).  Captain  Daniel  Wilson  later  purchased 
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the  house5  which  remained  in  his  family  until 
after  the  death  of  his  daughter,  Catherine  (Wil¬ 
son)  Morrison,  early  in  the  twentieth  century. 

17 —  For  topographical  position  of  17,  the  reader  is 

referred  to  3a.  (The  earlier  houses  are  chrono¬ 
logically  numbered.) 

18 —  William  Wheeler  wrote  his  Journal  in  a  house,  1790 

since  burned,  built  for  him  in  1790  by  his  father,  S 
just  east  of  the  old  home  of  Captain  Ichabod. 
Ellsworth  Street,  laid  out  in  1802,  cut  through 
William  Wheeler’s  houselot  and  that  of  his  east¬ 
ward  neighbor,  Caleb  Brewster.  After  1845 
upon  William  Wheeler’s  death  the  house  passed 
out  of  the  family,  the  surviving  heir,  William 
Wheeler,  Jr.,  having  built  his  own  home,  which 
stands  at  the  foot  of  Hackley  Street  above  the 
Cove. 

*19 — From  his  father,  Ebenezer  Knap,  Captain  Wilson  1800 
Knap  received  as  a  gift  in  1813,  the  homestead 
at  482  Brewster  Street,  built  probably  about 

1800  or  earlier.  Captain  Knap’s  heirs  sold  the 
property  in  1830  to  Lewis  Burr  (1806-1881),  in 
whose  family  it  remained  for  seventy-five  years. 

*20 — Captain  Thomas  Bartram  (1771-1838),  whose  name  1801 
figures  prominently  in  many  land  transactions  P 
in  Black  Rock,  bought  from  Joseph  Squire  in 

1801  the  land  on  which  he  erected  his  home  and 
to  which  he  added  acre  after  acre  by  purchase 
from  his  neighbors.  The  home  remains  in  his 
family  (the  longest  consecutive  tenure  recorded 
in  Black  Rock)  having  passed  to  his  second  son, 
Captain  Thomas  Burr  Bartram  (1803-1886)  and 
his  family. 

*21 — Seth  Perry,  son  of  Peter  Perry  of  Mill  Plain,  ship-  1812 

6  When  the  porch  was  rebuilt,  the  original  delicate  little  pillars  of  the  old  home¬ 
stead  were  used  by  an  appreciative  builder,  John  Fancher,  for  his  own  house  (on 
Seabright  Avenue), 
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owner  and  merchant  of  the  early  nineteenth  cen-  P 
tury,  built  a  large  home  on  the  corner  of  Grovers 
Avenue  and  Brewster  Street.  The  spacious 
hall  held  two  sets  of  lancers  and  while  the  pro¬ 
perty  remained  in  the  family,  the  younger  gen¬ 
erations  of  Black  Rock  families  romped  through 
the  house  as  guests  of  the  Perry  children  and 
grandchildren.  About  five  years  ago  the  house 
burned,  and  the  site  has  since  been  subdivided 
into  many  houselots. 


Later  Dwellings 

During  the  nineteenth  century  many  changes  came  to  Black 
Rock  as  new  roads  were  laid  out  and  new  householders 
attracted  to  the  village. 

Next  to  the  Perry  homestead,  on  the  site  of  Abel  Wheeler’s 
tavern,  Captain  Nathan  Holdredge  lived  in  a  house, 
later  the  first  Black  Rock  summer  home  of  George  F. 
Gilman,  founder  of  the  A.  &  P.  grocery  chain.  The 
house  was  destroyed  by  fire  November  7,  1894,  and  Mr. 
Gilman  built  a  larger  house  (later  the  Manor  Club)  and 
developed  the  property  between  his  new  home  and  the 
site  of  the  old  as  an  attractive  estate,  with  winding 
drives,  offices,  rose-gardens,  and  well-designed  stables 
and  carriage  houses,  many  of  which  have  (since  his 
death  and  the  subdivision  of  the  estate)  been  remodeled. 

Another  pretentious  estate  was  “Mapleside,”  the  home  of 
James  Couch,  at  the  corner  of  Ellsworth  Street  and 
Fairfield  Avenue, — the  present  site  of  the  Burroughs 
Home.  “Mapleside”  is  shown  on  an  1867  map  as  includ¬ 
ing  many  acres  with  “Vine  Yard,  Dove  House,  Grape 
House,  Corn  House,  Ice  House,  and  Dairy,”  as  well  as 
the  “Residence”  (later  moved  across,  and  now  standing 
on,  north  Ellsworth  Street).  Other  Couch  holdings 
included  property  across  the  Avenue,  extending  to  the 


1812 — The  Perry  homestead  (21) 

(Photographed  1870) 
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cove,  and  the  corner  at  Brewster  Street  (now  the  Black 
Rock  Apartments,  and  earlier  the  Washburn  home). 

Ellsworth  (originally  known  as  Church)  Street  was  laid 
out  in  1802,  cutting  through  the  Wheeler,  Bartram,  and 
Brewster  properties.  William  Wheeler  sold  many  lots 
during  the  next  half-century.  Among  the  new  owners 
were :  Captain  Charles  Allen,  Captain  John  Pierson 
Brittin,  Verdine  Ellsworth  (whose  house  is  now  the 
Congregational  parsonage),  George  Austin  Gould,  Mor¬ 
ris  Gould,  Elias  Hendrick,  Captain  William  Hall6,  Isaac 
Jones  (present  home  of  Joseph  Smith),  David  Lock- 
wood,  Curtis  Raymond,  Sturges  Seeley,  Cyrus  Spencer, 
Wyllis  Wakeman,  Eliphalet  Walker. 

Captain  Thomas  Ransom  built  on  the  main  street  in  1839, 
and  about  this  time  “the  Lane”  (now  Calderwood  Street) 
was  laid  out  to  the  new  Carriage  Shop  (now  remodeled 
in  flats)  which  stood  at  the  end.  The  upper  floor  of  this 
shop  was  the  first  home  of  the  Select  School,  later  housed 
in  its  own  building7  on  the  lane  nearer  Brewster  Street. 

Neighbors  of  Captain  Ransom  who  lived  between  Grovers 
Avenue  and  the  wharves  before,  or  shortly  after,  the 
Civil  War,  were  William  Bouton  (whose  house  became 
the  property  of  John  Ogden,  and  then,  in  1853,  of  Aaron 
Smith),  William  Callon,  James  Carr,  Cornelius  Clark,  L. 
Duryea,  Isaac  M.  Ely,  Monson  Gray,  Ezra  Godfrey, 
Thomas  Halstead,  W.  Hibbard,  William  Mather,  George 
Palmer,  George  Peck,  William  Peet,  David  Prindle,  John 
Y.  Provost,  Edward  T.  Rew,  George  Shelton,  Aaron 
Sherwood,  David  Smith,  George  Solly,  and  Andrew 
Turney. 

The  houses  of  this  period  are  chiefly  of  the  same  type, 
square-built,  homelike,  and  distinguished  by  a  quaint 
little  fan-window  at  each  end  of  the  attic. 


6  The  Hall  house  was  subsequently  occupied  by  the  Ruthven  family,  later  recalled 
to  England  by  the  succession  of  the  head  of  the  house  to  the  peerage. 

7  The  Select  School  building  was  subsequently  moved  to  Grovers  Hill,  where,  after 
long  ownership  by  the  Murray  family,  it  was  remodeled  and  became  the  residence  of 
Mrs.  Archibald  McNeil,  Sr. 
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John  Clarkson,  Sr.,  an  Englishman,  built  about  1864  at 
the  corner  of  Fairfield  Avenue  and  Gilman  Street.  This 
house  is  still  occupied  by  his  family. 

Residents  along  the  “Stage  Road”  and  creek  road  during 
the  early  nineteenth  century  included  Asa  Beardslee, 
Thaddeus  Burr  (1767-1858),  Elhanan  Fyler,  William 
Hurlburt,  Agur  Judson,  Samuel  Kellogg,  Levi  Lyon, 
Jonathan  Mallery,  Samuel  Read,  Silas  Runnels,  William 
Sherwood,  Zechariah  Sherwood,  Samuel  Squire,  Jr., 
Samuel  Staples,  David  Trubee,  Chauncy  Wheeler  (whose 
home  on  upper  Ellsworth  Street  was  later  occupied  by 
his  son  Simeon  Wheeler),  Samuel  Wilson,  and  Joseph 
Wyman. 

The  houses  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs  are 
those  within  a  short  distance  from  the  old  center  of 
Black  Rock  village, — the  wharves.  Between  the  lines  of 
the  Wheeler  Journal  the  reader  catches  glimpses  of  many 
other  homesteads,  some  on  the  Fairfield  road, — others 
north  on  the  way  to  Stratfield  and  Holland  Hill. 

The  Wheeler  family  kept  closely  in  touch  with  their  kin, 
the  family  of  the  pioneering  Col.  John  Burr,  in  their 
several  homes  along  the  roads  to  Stratfield  and  Pequan- 
nock  or  Newfield. 

The  houses  on  Holland  Heights  included  those  of  Captain 
John  Knap,  Silas  Hawley  (later  owned  by  Amos  Burr), 
and  the  French  and  Silliman  properties. 

The  home  of  General  Silliman,  to  which  the  British  were 
guided  in  1779  on  their  raiding  party,  and  where  the 
general  and  his  son  were  captured,  was  sold  to  Nathan 
Hayes  after  the  Revolution  and  early  in  the  next  century 
was  purchased  by  James  Penfield,  Jr.,  whose  widow, 
and  son,  Lewis  Penfield,  lived  there  for  many  years. 

Grovers  Hill,  now  so  beautifully  developed,  was  settled 
long  after  houses  were  built  nearer  the  wharves.  For  a 
century  and  a  half  cattle  grazed  on  the  hill-slope,  and 
crops  were  harvested  by  owners  who  lived  a  mile 
or  two  away.  After  the  building  of  the  new  road 
(Balmforth  Street)  and  the  bridge  across  the  creek  in 
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1765,  there  were  a  few  changes  of  ownership  in  which 
the  Wheeler,  Squire,  Silliman,  and  Penfield  families  fig¬ 
ure  as  principals.  Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  two 
new  names  appear  as  extensive  purchasers, — that  of 
Joshua  L.  Green,  who  bought  the  Penfield  Mills8  on  Ash 
Creek  from  the  Davis  brothers  in  1801, — and  of  Captain 
Daniel  Wilson,  who  sold  most  of  his  hill  property  within 
a  few  years.9 

During  this  time  the  old  forts  were  forgotten.  The  Revo¬ 
lutionary  battery  stood  on  land,  long  since  fretted  away, 
at  the  base  of  the  hill,  not  on  higher  ground,  as  has  fre¬ 
quently  been  misstated.10 

Fort  Union,  the  embankment  of  the  War  of  1812,  stood 
farther  up  the  slope.  (The  site  was  later  occupied  by 
the  Thorne  tennis  courts.) 

The  sandy  point,  now  the  properties  of  Robert  Hincks  and 
Archibald  McNeil,  Jr.,  was  anciently  known  as  “Money 
Beach”  because  of  the  legend  that  pirates  had  once 
buried  treasure  there,  although  the  pirate  gold  has 
remained  undiscovered,  even  by  the  active  spades  of  all 
the  children  who  played  in  the  sand  when  the  old 
Bridgeport  Yacht  Club  stood  on  the  beach. 

The  sketch  of  Grovers  Hill  in  1870  was  taken  from  an  old 
photograph  and  shows  the  cultivation  of  the  hill  as 
pasturage,  with  but  few  trees.  At  that  time,  from 
Balmforth  Street  to  the  Point  were  only  three  houses, 
those  of  William  A.  Jennings,  of  Wakeman  Wilson 
(much  remodeled,  but  still  standing — part  of  the  Wat¬ 
son  property),  and  of  Jeremiah  Jennings, — now,  rebuilt, 
the  home  of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Ten  Eyck. 


8  The  mills  were  later  taken  over  and  managed  by  Daniel  Golden  of  Glen  Cove,  L.  I., 
who  built  the  old  house  still  standing  across  the  creek,  west  of  the  hill  which  was 
the  site  of  the  original  Penfield  house  on  Paul’s  Neck. 

9  Captain  Daniel  Wilson  was  a  representative  “realtor”  of  his  day — buying  and 
selling  properties,  lending  on  mortgage,  and  improving  lots  for  sale  as  residences.  A 
student  of  old  land  records  will  recognize  such  individuals  as  they  appear  in  each 
generation  to  carry  on  business  now  handled  by  banks  and  other  institutions. 

10  The  old  “fort  well,”  mentioned  in  many  old  records,  was  piped  through  when 
the  seawall  was  built  and  served  boatmen  for  many  years  until  recently  the  city  rebuilt 
the  wall  and  the  original  spring  became  polluted. 


140 


HOMESTEADS  OF  OLD  BLACK  ROCK 


After  the  Civil  War,  many  New  York  families  came  by 
train,  packet,  or  their  own  carriages,  to  spend  the  sum¬ 
mer  along  the  Connecticut  shore,  and  although  at  first 
they  boarded  simply  with  the  village  families,  eventually 
they  instituted  the  “summer  home”  and  “summer  hotel” 
which  begin  to  figure  in  the  literature  of  the  late 
Victorians. 

About  1880  George  A.  Wells  built  the  George  Hotel  and 
bought  extensively  on  the  hill  where  he  erected  summer 
cottages,  and  along  the  beach,  where  he  built  the  “Shore 
House”  (present  home  of  the  Black  Rock  Yacht  Club). 

The  land  west  of  the  hotel  was  sold  by  Mr.  Wells  to  visi¬ 
tors  appreciative  of  the  view  across  the  Sound,  and  three 
residences  became  lovely  landmarks, — the  homes  of 
General  T.  L.  Watson,  of  Jonathan  Thorne,  and  of 
Thomas  W.  Pearsall,  who  in  1893  built  at  the  tip  of  the 
Point  the  picturesque  little  log  chapel,  St.  Mary’s-by-the- 
Sea,  recently  secularized  and  removed,  in  the  plans  for 
the  boulevard  and  city  park. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  development  of  Grovers  Hill 
has  recalled  many  of  the  old  names  and  traditions.  New 
roads  have  been  opened, — Sailor’s  Lane,  Old  Battery 
Road,  Anchorage  Road,  and  many  new  houses  have 
changed  the  pastoral  landscape  from  the  Grovers  Hill 
known  to  William  Wheeler. 


WHARVES  and  SHIPPING 

From  the  pioneer  days,  Black  Rock  harbor,  sheltered  by  the  long 
reach  of  Fayerweather  Island,  was  used  by  coasting  vessels,  and 
became  favorably  known  throughout  the  colonies.  The  earliest 
wharf  was  at  the  head  of  “shipharbor,”  near  Thomas  Wheeler’s 
homesite,  but  the  actual  development  of  the  waterfront  between 
this  point  and  Ash  Creek  was  slow.  There  were  other  wharves 
and  shipyards,  beyond  Sasco, — at  Mill  River  and  Saugatuck. 
Business  was  divided  among  several  village-ports  until  early  in 
the  eighteenth  century,  when  the  unusually  favorable  facilities 
afforded  to  seatrade  by  the  channel-depth  and  the  embracing  har¬ 
bor,  centered  shipping  interest  in  Black  Rock.  The  concrete 
realization  of  these  facilities  began  at  the  mouth  of  Ash  Creek, 
and  the  first  official  mention  of  a  wharf  there  bears  the  date  of 
1703  when  John  Edwards  and  John  Sturges  were  given  liberty  to 
build  a  wharf  on  “Uncoway  River,”  as  Ash  Creek  was  then  known. 
This  was  followed  in  December,  1733,  by  a  permit  to  Peter  Thorp 
and  Ebenezer  Dimon  to  “set  a  Warehouse  at  the  lower  Ballasses1 
at  Ashhouse  Creek.”  After  Peter  Penfield’s  gristmill  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1750,  two  wharves  for  small  exports  and  imports  were 
built  at  this  point,  as  an  adjunct  to  the  mills ;  but  the  mouth  of  Ash 
Creek  was  not  a  harbor. 

Eastward  another  wharf  was  projected  in  1750,  when  on  March 
27th  Samuel  Squire  and  Ebenezer  Wakeman  were  given  liberty — 

“to  build  a  wharf  on  the  ship  harbor  near  the  Parsonage  meadow  and 
a  warehouse  on  or  near  the  same,  under  such  regulations  and  limitations 
as  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  shall  agree,  and  that  they 
shall  build  in  three2  years.” 


1  Balasses — sandbars. 

2  This  limitation  of  time  frequently  occurs  in  the  records.  Many  promoters  for¬ 
feited  their  permits  by  failure  to  develop  within  the  specified  term. 
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This  project  apparently  languished  until  1760  when  on  Decem¬ 
ber  10th  Samuel  Squire  alone  was 

“given  liberty  to  build  a  Wharff  on  the  Ship  Harbor  near  the  Money 
beach  socalled,  under  such  regulations  as  the  selectmen  and  committee 
may  determine.” 

The  building  of  the  Squire  wharf  was  accelerated  by  the  laying 
out  of  the  new  road  from  Ash  Creek  in  1764-5.  This  wharfage 
business  remained  in  the  Squire  family,  and  was  set  off  in  1805 
to  John,  Jr.,  in  the  distribution  of  Captain  John  Squire’s  estate. 
No  trace  now  remains,  owing  to  the  erection  of  subsequent  piers 
along  this  beach  for  the  George  Hotel,  for  the  Bridgeport  Yacht 
Club,  and  for  the  present  Black  Rock  Yacht  Club. 

Beyond  the  Squire  Wharf,  toward  the  head  of  the  harbor,  was 
the  Middle  Wharf  (now  a  stone  ruin  at  the  foot  of  Beacon  Street). 

The  Middle  Wharf  was  authorized  by  the  town  meeting  of 
December  23,  1766: 

“In  pursuance  of  a  Memorial  Exhibited  to  this  meeting  by  Job  Bar- 
tram,  Jonathan  Lewis,  Hezekiah  Sturges,  Abraham  Gold,  Moses  Jen¬ 
nings,  Abel  Gold,  Seth  Osborn,  Barnabas  Bartram,  and  Gershom 

Burr  .  Agreed  that  said  Memorialists  have  Liberty  to  build  a 

Wharf  at  Black  Rock  Harbour  adjoining  to  Capt.  Ichabod  Wheeler’s 
Wharf  . . .  provided  they  build  the  same  within  two  years  from  this 
time.” 

During  the  next  three  weeks,  that  shrewd  person,  David 
Wheeler,  3d,  seems  to  have  busied  himself,  for  two  deeds  appear 
in  the  town  records  under  date  of  January  21st,  1767.  The  first 
is  from  David  Wheeler,  3d,  to  the  town,  opening  the  road  now 
known  as  Beacon  Street.  The  second  is  from  David  Wheeler  to 
a  company  of  thirteen  proprietors,  defining  the  land  upon  which 
the  new  wharf  was  built, — several  hundred  feet  from  the  originally 
projected  site  and  at  the  end  of  the  new  road.  The  thirteen  share¬ 
holders  included  eight  of  the  “memorialists”  (Seth  Osborn  having 
withdrawn)  with  the  addition  of  Hezekiah  Fitch,  Francis  Forgue, 
David  Wheeler  himself,  and  his  cousin,  Abel  Wheeler. 

The  land  records  for  the  subsequent  thirty  years  show  many 
changes  in  ownership  of  the  thirteen  shares,  which  were  eventually 
acquired  by  the  three  Sturges  brothers,  Barlow,  Benjamin,  and 
Gershom,  who  sold  their  third-interests  in  1805,  1809,  and  1811, 
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to  David  Penfield.  The  new  owner  kept  an  account-book  which 
records  many  quaint  transactions.3 

After  his  death  in  1845,  this  wharf  fell  into  disuse,  since  the 
new  owner,  Captain  Benjamin  Penfield,  was  master  of  packet  boats 
from  Bridgeport  harbor. 

The  next  wharf  that  can  be  traced  above  the  Middle  Wharf  is 
comparatively  modern,  having  been  built  about  1850  by  Captain 
Daniel  Wilson.  Captain  Howes  there  established  his  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  and  its  use  was  continued  by  Woodruff  Burr,  another  coal 
trader,  until  the  end  of  the  century. 

The  upper  wharves,  at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  have  a  long 
history.  There  was  always  here  a  recognized  “public  slip”  referred 
to  as  “Townsland”  on  the  records,  with  space  for  boats  to  be 
drawn  up.  The  rest  of  this  section  was  crowded  closely,  with 
stores  and  warehouses  jostling,  beam  by  beam,  in  the  business 
quests  of  their  many  successive  owners. 

At  first  the  town  policy  in  regard  to  granting  riparian  rights 
would  seem  to  have  been  rather  casual :  but  shortly  after  1800  the 
increasing  of  business  in  Black  Rock  called  for  more  definite 
strictures,  and  the  records  in  1802  read : 

“Voted. . .  .that  the  said  committee  be  impowered  to  lay  out  a  convenient 
highway  at  the  upper  wharf  so  called  at  Black  Rock  not  less  than  three 


3  Part  of  David 

Penfield’s  account  with  Caleb  Brewster  reads: 

£ 

s 

d 

January  3 

Gallon  Molasses  pint  rum 

4 

6 

1806 

to 

Gallon  Molasses 

3 

6 

to 

4  Bushels  red  potatoes  1 

3 

to 

4  Bushels  white  potatoes 

15 

to 

y2  Bushel 

1 

10# 

April  23 

Miss  Brewster  passage  N.  York 

6 

to 

one  J4  bushels  potatoes 

4 

6 

Nov.  16 

Sturges  passage  N.  York 

6 

to 

frait  on  Sundreys 

3 

6 

to 

one  Baril  and  Small  frait 

3 

June  1806 

to 

your  passage  to  N.  York 

6 

Cutter  Vigilant  Wharfage  and  storige  1 

7 

July  11 

to 

x/2  Gallon  Molasses 

1 

10# 

March  1807 

to 

one  Gallon 

3 

0 

Sturges  passage 

6 

to 

one  Baril  and  Hams 

3 

7 

June 

to 

9  lb  veal 

3 

Cutter  wharfage  and  Storage  12  Days 

18 

Do  to  6  Days 

12 
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rods  in  width  for  the  accommodation  of  the  individuals  now  settled  there 
in  business  and  the  publick,  and  to  lot  out  all  the  overplus  land,  the  ship¬ 
yard  and  graving  bank  excepted,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  mechanics 
and  merchants  in  their  various  branches  with  convenient  stands  for 
business.” 


The  work  of  this  committee  encouraged  the  building  of  two  new 
wharves  and  the  development  of  the  “waterlots”  that  were  laid  out 
south  of  the  shipyard,  and  the  re-surveyed  highway  gave  a  con¬ 
venient  access  to  the  northernmost  and  oldest  of  the  upper  wharves, 
— that  lying  next  the  shipyard,  built,  it  would  seem,  on  the  site  of 
one  still  older. 

The  Upper  Wharf  is  first  mentioned  in  the  archives  as  a  grant 
to  Captain  Ichabod  Wheeler,  who  was  at  that  time  owner  of  the 
shipyard  above.  Since  the  story  of  its  development  is  typical  of 
its  neighbors,  the  Upper  Wharf  should  perhaps  be  chronicled  in  a 
series  of  brief  quotations : 


10  Dec.  1760.  ..“Ichabod  Wheeler  to  have  Liberty  to  build  a  Wharff 
near  the  place  where  the  old  wharf  was  on  the  Ship  Harbor.  Col. 

James  Smedley  &  Mr.  Peter  Penfield  to  be  a  committee”  _ 

1  April  1761.  ..“We,  the  subscribers  being  appointed  ...  to  lay  out 

a  place  for  Capt.  Ichabod  Wheeler  to  build  Wharff  on,  did  then  survey 
&  lay  out... 40  rods  of  ground,  at  a  place  called  the  old  Shipyard  at 

Black  Rock  ....  James  Smedley,  Peter  Penfield,  Committee. 


28  March,  1770.  ..“Ichabod  Wheeler  to  James  Smedley,  Samll 
Bradley,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Bartram,  Jr.,  Robert  Wilson  &  Nathaniel  Wil¬ 
son. .  .Five-Sixths  of  a  piece  of  land... at  the  place  where  a  former 
Wharff  was  built,  .together  with  five-sixths  of  the  Wharff  thereon 
built  in  part  already,  together  with  the  Timber  there  lying  &  being  for 
the  purpose  of  building  said  Wharff,  &  also  five-sixths  part  of  a  Well 
thereon  Dugg  &  made  for  the  use  of  said  Wharff ..  .reserving  one-sixth 
part  for  myself. ...” 

(Dated  July  &  August  1772,  recorded  22  March  1786) 

“We,  part-owners  of  upper  wharf  where  a  suitable  store  for  receiv¬ 
ing  goods  &  provisions  is  much  needed. ..  .whereas  Samll  Sturges  and 
Samll  Smedley  have  proposed  to  build  a  store  forty  feet  long,  twenty- 
five  in  breadth  ....agree  &  do  grant  the  full  of  our  rights  to  improve 
the  plot  of  ground  above.” 


Samll  Bradley,  Jr.,  Ichabod  Wheeler,  James  Wilson. 


The  “Upper  Wharves”  and  one  of  the  original  storehouses 

(Photograph  taken  about  1900) 
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In  January  and  March,  1801,  Peter  Perry  of  Mill  Plain  became 
sole  owner,  purchasing  three-sixths  from  Caleb  Brewster,  one- 
sixth  from  Ichabod  Wheeler,  one-sixth  from  the  heirs  of  Ebenezer 
Bartram,  and  one-sixth  from  Thaddeus  Burr  of  Fairfield,  as 
guardian  of  the  heirs  of  Sarah  Sayre.  After  this  time  Peter 
Perry’s  sons,  Bradley  and  Seth,  and  his  son-in-law,  Hezekiah 
Osborn,  became  extensively  interested  in  Black  Rock  water  lots  for 
three  decades,  although  others  appear  as  tenants  or  owners  of  the 
upper  wharf  store  and  old  storehouse.  This  dock  was  in  use  until 
a  few  years  ago. 

The  next  water-lot  southward  was  laid  out  by  the  town  in  1801 
to  Hezekiah  Osborn,  who  probably  at  that  time  built  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Captain  Fancher.  In  1839  it  was  bought  by 
Captain  Andrew  Turney  from  Munson  Gray. 

The  adjoining  wharflot  was  laid  out  in  1792  to  John  Wheeler, 
with  a  two  year  term  within  which  to  erect  a  wharf  and  storehouse. 
It  was  confirmed  to  Terence  Riley  ten  years  later,  and  after 
Riley’s  death  was  purchased  from  his  creditor,  Nicholas  Fish  of 
New  York,  by  William  Hoyt.  The  owners  of  this  lot,  then,  as 
to-day,  occupied  the  house  across  the  road,  which  had  been  built 
for  John  Wheeler  in  1789.  The  store  and  warehouse  built  by 
Riley  on  the  wharf,  later  property  of  Bradley  Perry,  were  con¬ 
tinuously  busy,  owner  succeeding  owner.  At  last  the  store  was 
remodeled  into  a  dwelling,  and  later  the  old  warehouse  was  pulled 
down. 

Between  this  wharf  and  the  next  lay  the  “public  slip,”  with 
land  available  for  boatowners  to  draw  up  their  craft.  Across  the 
road,  next  the  house-property,  was  another  piece  of  “townsland” 
also  to  accommodate  shipmasters. 

The  next  wharf  was  property  of  Peter  Perry  at  his  death,  and 
was  purchased  from  his  heirs  in  1814  by  Sullivan  Moulton  of 
Greenwich,  who  later  sold  to  Asa  Beardslee.  Successive  owners 
were  William  Nichols,  John  Ogden,  and  Aaron  Smith.  The 
store  that  stood  on  this  wharf  occupied  the  jog  in  the  northeast  line. 

South  of  these  wharves  were  two  “waterlots,”  the  one  next  the 
wharf  being  first  surveyed  in  1803  to  Joseph  Bulkley,  who  later 
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came  to  Black  Rock  with  his  son  Uriah.4  Both  were  in  business 
at  the  store  which  they  erected  there,  and  which  was  later  man¬ 
aged  by  Monson  Gray,  Thomas  Ransom,  and  Gershom  Sturges  in 
a  series  of  partnerships. 

The  next  lot,  originally  surveyed  to  Captain  David  Hubbell, 
was  later  the  property  of  Seth  Perry. 

The  stores  of  Black  Rock  were  noted  for  their  chandlery. 
Even  after  Bridgeport  wharves  absorbed  most  of  the  sea-trade  of 
the  vicinity,  ships  from  that  harbor  were  sent  to  Black  Rock  to  be 
fitted  out  for  long  voyages  or  repaired. 

The  shipyards  of  Black  Rock  are  first  noted  officially  about 
1740,  and  the  first  single  shipbuilder  of  consequence  was  Captain 
Ichabod  Wheeler,  whose  yard  lay  on  the  lot  north  of  the  wharves, 
bordered  by  “shipharbor  creek.” 

The  Journal  continually  refers  to  this  or  that  worthy  who  stayed 
in  Black  Rock  “to  build  a  ship”  or  “to  launch  a  Vessell,”  and 
Longfellow’s  picture  of  a  shipyard  might  have  been  sketched  by 
William  Wheeler’s  pen, — 

“  .  .  .  .  timbers  fashioned  strong  and  true 
Stemson  and  keelson  and  sternson-knee . . . 

And  around  the  bows  and  along  the  side 
The  heavy  hammers  and  mallets  plied.... 

And  around  it  columns  of  smoke,  upwreathing, 

Rose  from  the  boiling,  bubbling,  seething 
Caldron  that  glowed 
And  overflowed 

With  the  black  tar,  heated  for  the  sheathing” — 

The  children,  playing  about  the  framework,  falling  into  the 
half-finished  hold  (more  or  less  disastrously), — the  ancient  mari¬ 
ners  strolling  about,  criticizing  and  commenting, — the  shipmaster, 
anxiously  casting  up  his  past  experience  against  his  future  hopes, — 
these  compose  the  prelude  for  the  sea-tale  of  every  ship  launched 
from  the  ways. 


4  Uriah  Bulkley  was  taken  to  New  York  at  an  early  age  by  his  father  and  instructed 
in  the  fine  art  of  merchandising.  He  learned  his  lesson  so  successfully  that  at  the 
time  of  his  marriage  to  Jane  Sayre  the  wedding  was  “town  talk”  for  its  elaborate 
niceties, — the  fireplace  wood  being  planed, — and — rumor  said — gilded  at  the  ends! 
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Not  all  of  these  tales  were  pleasant,  as  the  Journal  bears  wit¬ 
ness.  The  year  1804  dates  a  significant  entry : 

“Dec.  25th — About  this  time  news  came  that  the  June  (cost  2,000 
dolls.)  belonging  to  Riley  and  Joseph  Squier  of  this  port  with  7  ton  of 
Iron  on  board,  was  entirely  lost  on  the  devil’s  back  coming  from  Salem — 
And  that  the  Bonaparte ,  about  the  same  burthen,  was  lost  together  with 
a  cargo  of  coals  near  Egg  Harbor.  And  also  that  the  Rising  Sun  had 
to  throw  overboard  34  or  40  barrels  of  oil  to  lighten  her  in  a  storm  to 
pass  Chatham  Bar — These  three  vessels  belonged  to  poor  Black  Rock.” 

In  addition  to  the  building  of  ships,  the  repairing  and  scraping 
(or  graving)  of  vessels  was  an  important  occupation.  There  are 
several  references  to  the  “graving  banks”  south  of  the  wharves  and 
shipyard,  where  the  boats  were  laid  up  to  be  de-barnacled. 

Captain  Ichabod  Wheeler’s  chief  successor  was  the  firm  of 
Daniel  Wilson  &  Co.  Later — in  1856 — Captain  William  Hall 
came  from  “down  east”  and  purchased  (from  four  owners, 
Captain  Brittin,  Verdine  Ellsworth,  Elizabeth  K.  Wilson,  and 
Sturges  &  Clearman)  the  former  shipyard,  and  four  waterlots. 
Upon  the  lower  waterlots  he  managed  a  “ship-railway.”  He  died 
in  1860,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  firm  of  Hillard  &  Rew,  later 
Rew  &  Walker. 

One  of  the  large  vessels  launched  at  Black  Rock  was  the  Black - 
hawk.  Prophetically  she  “stuck  on  the  ways,”  and  was  lost  on 
her  first  voyage.  The  Sarah  Jane ,  later  launched  for  the  same 
owner,  retrieved  the  fortunes  of  her  predecessor. 

The  shipyard,  about  1870,  gave  place  to  a  turpentine  factory, 
which  burned5  in  a  spectacular  fire,  and  the  “shiprailway”  business 
on  the  lower  waterlots  gradually  languished.  The  day  of  steel 
ships  was  at  hand. 


5  There  were  a  few  odd  incidents  connected  with  the  burning  of  the  factory.  It 
occurred  on  the  first  of  April,  and  the  directors  were  holding  a  meeting  in  Bridge¬ 
port  to  hear  the  very  enthusiastic  first  reports  of  the  company.  When  the  news 
broke  upon  the  meeting,  they  at  first  dismissed  it  as  an  April  fool  Joke,  then  hastily 
adjourned. 

The  house  next  the  factory,  formerly  occupied  by  Monson  Gray,  was  also  burned. 
The  astute  housewife  who  lived  there  had  her  stove  carried  out  of  her  blazing  home, 
and  finished  cooking  her  pies  in  the  open  air  on  the  wharflot. 
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PARTIAL  LIST  OF  COMMISSIONED  PRIVATEERS* 
SAILING  OUT  OF  BLACK  ROCK  HARBOR 
OR  MANNED  FROM  FAIRFIELD 


Commander 

Guns 

Crew 

Defence f 

ship 

Samuel  Smedley$  . 

.  20 

100 

Fox 

boat 

A.  Woodhull  . 

.  1 

10 

Hibernia 

sloop 

Samuel  Smedley  . 

.  10 

50 

Recovery 

ship 

Samuel  Smedley  . 

.  16 

120 

Spy 

boat 

J.  Squire  . 

.  1 

10 

PARTIAL  LIST  OF  VESSELS  LICENSED  AT  FAIRFIELD 

(Some  of  these  doubtless  cleared  from  Millriver  Wharves  at  Southport 

and  from  Westport-  Saugatuck) 


Nov. 

25, 

1793 

Sloop 

Swain 

Master, 

D.  Perry 

Tonnage,  24 

Sept. 

9, 

1794 

it 

Tantalus 

U 

M.  Goold 

40 

Oct. 

20, 

1794 

a 

Driver 

it 

J.  Bulkley 

30 

Jan. 

10, 

1795 

u 

Rose 

it 

Albert  Sherwood 

55 

April 

10, 

1795 

a 

May 

it 

B.  Thorp 

20 

May 

16, 

1795 

a 

Industry 

it 

D.  Beers 

58 

June 

4, 

1795 

a 

Swain 

it 

W.  R.  Dimon 

24 

July 

27, 

1795 

a 

Sophie 

it 

D.  Osborn 

35 

Sept. 

24, 

1795 

a 

Polly 

u 

A.  Sherwood 

25 

Sept. 

27, 

1795 

u 

Industry 

a 

D.  Weeds 

43 

Dec. 

11, 

1795 

a 

Ranger 

it 

E.  Bulkley 

35 

Dec. 

22, 

1795 

Schooner  Union 

u 

I.  Betts 

43 

*  For  detailed  and  very  interesting  information  concerning  these  and  other  priva¬ 
teers,  the  reader  is  referred  to  a  recent  publication  by  The  Essex  Institute,  “History 
of  Maritime  Connecticut  during  the  American  Revolution  1775-1783,”  by  Louis  F. 
Middlebrook. 

t  The  Defence  was  a  “state  vessel.”  When  first  commissioned  under  Capt.  Seth 
Harding  in  1776,  the  pay  list  included: 

Entered —  3  March  1776,  Ebenezer  Bartram,  1st  Lieut. 

10  March  1776,  Samuel  Smedley,  2d  Lieut. 

6  March  1776,  Joseph  Squire,  Lieut,  of  Marines 
6  March  1776,  Gideon  Wells,  Surgeon 
13  March  1776,  Isaac  Squire,  Yeoman 
6  March  1776,  Joseph  Bartram,  Seaman. 

$  Capt.  Smedley  was  eventually  captured  and  spent  two  terms  in  captivity,  the 
latter  in  an  English  military  prison,  from  which  he  escaped  to  Holland  and  returned 
to  Fairfield. 
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Partial  “Return  of  moneys  received  from  masters  &  owners  of  vessells  of 
U.  S.,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sick 
&  disabled  Seamen,”  by  Samuel  Smedley,  Collector  of  Customs  for  the 
District  of  Fairfield,  1  Oct.-31  Dec.  1798. 


Date 

V  essell 

Master 
or  Owner 

Seamen 

Mos. 

Days 

Amt. 

Oct.  10,  1798 

Sch.  Fair  Trader 

J.  Osborn 

3 

4 

$  .80 

11 

Sloop  Coquet 

B.  Sturges 

2 

2 

22 

.54 

16 

Industry 

B.  Dimon 

4 

6 

4 

1.22 

Nov.  6 

“  Maria 

D.  Osborn 

3 

3 

22 

.75 

6 

“  Delight 

G.  Wells 

4 

8 

18 

1.60 

6 

“  Maria 

S.  Hawley 

3 

6 

18 

1.32 

23 

Alexander 

G.  Mills 

3 

8 

9 

1.66 

Dec.  3 

Sch.  George  &  Jane  C.  Elliot 

8 

24 

24 

4.90 

14 

Sloop  Rising  Sun 

J.  Betts 

7 

24 

8 

4.85 

14 

Dolphin 

S.  Morehouse  2 

6 

28 

1.39 

17 

“  Sally 

G.  Allen 

3 

10 

21 

2.14 

24 

“  Factor 

W.  Booth 

4 

15 

24 

3.04 

27 

Sally  &  Betsy 

J.  Sackett, 

Jr.  3 

11 

21 

2.34 

27 

Peggy 

J.  Mead 

2 

7 

24 

1.56 

If  the  length  of  time  indicates  the  extent  of  the  voyage  completed,  this  is 
an  interesting  index  of  voyages  made  by  boats  manned  by  a  few  men  as  crew. 
Although  it  is  probable  that  the  time  was  distributed  over  several  coasting 
trips,  these  small  boats  voyaged  unusual  distances,  as  we  have  other  evidence 
to  prove. 
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Roads 

The  original  roads,  probably  developed  from  Indian  trails,  are  shown 
in  the  map  of  Black  Rock  1649-1700.  They  were  laid  out  formally  about 
1680-1690,  according  to  the  Fairfield  town  records : 

1675 — June  7 — The  townsmen  have  chosen  John  Banks,  John  Wheeler,  and 
Sergt.  Squire  to  settle  to  highways  on  ye  other  side  of  ye  creeke 

[King’s  Highway  was  laid  out  in  1687] 

1692 — Samll  Squire  given  liberty  to  fence  across  yd  highway  by  Grovers  Hill 
on  ye  east  side  of  ye  creeke 

1692 — The  town  do  order  &  appoint  Jno.  Tompson,  Samll  Squire,  &  Jno 
Gruman  to  lay  out  what  highways  they  can  find  at  Pequonock  in  ye  woods. 

We  find  the  following  routes  (identified  by  present  street  names)  : 

1 —  Fairfield  Avenue  from  Ellsworth  Street  to  Ash  Creek,  where  a 

bridge  soon  superseded  “y®  wading  place”  or  ford. 

2 —  Gilman  Street  along  the  creek,  probably  terminating  at  Clarkson 

Street. 

3 —  Brewster  Street,  from  Fairfield  Avenue  to  the  wharves. 

4 —  Grovers  Avenue  from  the  Green  at  Brewster  Street  to  the  Field 

Gate  which  probably  stood  at  the  corner  of  Seaside  Avenue. 

5 —  North  Ellsworth  Street — which  continued  the  main  road  (Fairfield 

Avenue)  to  Ash  Creek,  where  it  forked. 

(The  westward  fork  beyond  the  creek  crossed  to  King’s  High¬ 
way  and  the  old  Holland  Heights  road, — now  Jennings  Road.) 

6 —  Burr  Road,  which  was  the  eastward  fork,  turned  north  at  the 

present  Fairfield  Avenue  intersection  and  continued  to  Stratfield, 
along  Dewey  Street. 

Thus,  the  road  through  from  the  creek  to  Stratfield  may  be  traced  to-day 
as :  Ash  Creek,  Fairfield  Avenue,  Ellsworth  Street,  Burr  Road,  Dewey 
Street. 


There  has  been  some  discussion  concerning  the  old  milestone  at  the  corner 
of  Brewster  Street  and  Fairfield  Avenue  with  its  inscription  of  “XXM  to  NH,” 
several  residents  believing  the  inscription  to  have  been  cut  by  some  practical 
joker  within  recent  years,  others  maintaining  that  the  inscription  was  long 
obscured  by  a  printed  exhortation,  “God  is  Love,”  which  was  cleaned  away 
when  the  stone  was  reset.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  stone  stands  far 
south  of  King’s  Highway,  which  was  the  route  to  New  Haven. 
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Without  exhaustively  entering  into  the  discussion,  the  following  facts  might 
be  added  to  the  data  already  known  to  the  public: 

The  milestone,  while  differing  from  the  “Benjamin  Franklin  stones’*  along 
King’s  Highway,  tallies  with  others  in  other  parts  of  the  state. 

The  corner  upon  which  it  stands  was  the  corner  of  the  old  “stage  road”  and 
was  twenty  miles  from  New  Haven  by  the  route  indicated  above,  which  joined 
King’s  Highway  at  Stratfield  or  at  the  base  of  Holland  Heights. 

There  is  available  for  reference  at  the  State  Library  in  Hartford  a  very 
interesting  record  of  old  milestones  throughout  Connecticut,  with  photographs, 
compiled  by  Dr.  Henry  P.  Sage. 


1700-1840 

7 —  Grovers  Avenue  was  extended  to  Grovers  Hill  about  1760. 

8 —  Balmforth  Street,  as  an  important  new  road,  was  surveyed  through 

lands  of  Capt.  Samuel  Burr,  heirs  of  Seth  Burr,  and  of  Jona¬ 
than  Wheeler,  in  1765,  when  a  bridge  was  built  across  Ash 
Creek  to  Paul’s  Neck  near  the  Penfield  mills,  providing  a 
direct  route  between  Black  Rock  and  Fairfield  Center.  Road  2 
was  extended  to  the  new  bridge. 

9 —  Two  roads  were  deeded  by  David  Wheeler  3d  to  the  town.  Only 

one  of  these  proved  permanent — Beacon  Street,  laid  out  to  the 
Middle  Wharf  in  1765.  Another,  laid  out  parallel,  running 
from  Grovers  Avenue  to  the  harbor,  was  eventually  released 
by  the  town. 

10 —  Ellsworth  Street,  south  from  Fairfield  Avenue  to  Brewster  Street, 

laid  out  in  1802  through  lands  of  Caleb  Brewster,  Mary  Bartram 
(widow  of  Ebenezer),  William  Wheeler,  John  Wheeler,  and 
heirs  of  Huldah  Mason.  At  this  time  Haviland  Street  which 
gave  access  to  the  upper  wharves  was  also  laid  out  officially. 

11 —  Brewster  Street,  north  of  Fairfield  Avenue,  to  King’s  Highway 

(and  Holland  Heights)  laid  out  in  1812,  through  lands  of 
William  Morehouse,  John  Morehouse,  Israel  Bibbins,  and  Asa 
Beardslee.  (The  bridge  across  the  creek  was  then  known  as 
Beardslee’s  Bridge.) 

12 —  Fairfield  Avenue,  called  County  Road,  or  road  laid  by  County 

Commissioners,  laid  out  from  Ellsworth  Street  intersection  to 
“the  horse  tavern,”  1812. 

13 —  Seabright  Avenue,  laid  out  in  1809  through  lands  of  Nathan 

Wheeler  and  David  Penfield. 

14 —  Hackley  Street,  laid  out  about  1834. 

15 —  Calderwood  Street,  then  known  as  ‘the  lane,”  laid  out  about  1836. 

Old  names — in  use  about  1867,  changed  about  1900. 

Black  Rock  Avenue  =  Brewster  Street  to  Grovers  Avenue  intersection. 

Main  Street  =  Brewster  Street  from  Grovers  Avenue  to  shipyard. 

Elm  Streets  Beacon  Street.  Church  Street  =  Ellsworth  Street. 

Water  Street  =  Seabright  Avenue.  Wheeler  Street  =  Hackley  Street. 
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Roadside  Memoranda. 

There  was  a  project  in  1880  to  extend  Wheeler  (Hackley)  Street  across 
Burr  Creek  to  an  extension  of  Black  Rock  Avenue  in  Bridgeport.  This 
accounts  for  the  name  of  Black  Rock  Avenue,  which,  as  it  now  runs,  is  far 
from  Black  Rock. 

[The  first  Black  Rock  Avenue  (Brewster  Street)  mentioned  above,  was 
usually  known  as  the  Black  Rock  turnpike,  and  not  as  an  avenue.] 

Several  “pent  roads,”  used  from  time  to  time  by  the  public,  are  not  included 
in  the  above  list.  One  led  from  Ellsworth  Street  toward  the  Cove, 
parallel  with  Hackley  Street;  another  was  used  as  the  private  entrance  to 
the  old  Bridgeport  Yacht  Club,  and  still  another,  “Lydia  Squire’s  pent  road,” 
led  up  the  hill  from  Grovers  Avenue. 

Lighthouses 

Of  the  lighthouses  near  Black  Rock  harbor,  the  earliest  was  Black  Rock 
Light  on  Fayerweather  Island,  established  in  1808,  but  several  times  blown 
down  and  rebuilt.  The  “fence”  built  by  Webb  and  Beach  Downs,  as 
reported  by  William  Wheeler,  was  the  original  breakwater,  which  extends 
from  the  lighthouse  to  mid-island,  along  the  narrowest  strip  of  sand. 

The  first  keeper  of  the  light  was  Captain  John  Maltbie.  The  second 
mentioned  in  the  records  was  Captain  Isaac  Judson.  Both  died  within  a 
short  time.  In  1817  Stephen  T.  Moore  was  appointed  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  daughter  Catharine.  Her  assistant  was  Joseph  Eddy.  The  Moore 
tenure  extended  over  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  century. 

Bridgeport  “beacon”  was  set  up  by  Captain  Abram  McNeil  in  1844,  and 
replaced  by  a  government  lighthouse  in  1851,  the  present  building  dating 
from  1871. 

Penfield  Reef  lighthouse  was  established  and  erected  by  the  government  in 
1874.  This  dangerous  reef,  with  its  submerged  island,  “The  Cows,”  is  the 
scene  of  several  shipwrecks  mentioned  in  the  Journal. 

Landmarks 

There  are  several  place-names  used  in  the  Journal  which  have  now  lost 
their  significance.  “The  break  of  the  beach,”  was  the  stretch  of  open  shallow 
water  between  Fayerweather  Island  and  the  mainland,  now  filled  in  and 
traversed  by  the  park  boulevard. 

The  flat  stretches  of  sedge  were  early  known  as  crab  meadow.  In  one  of 
the  earliest  records, 

“Richard  Hubbell  purchases  parcell  of  crab  meadow  on  the  eastern  side  of  ship 
harbor,  to  begin  to  be  measured  the  southwest  side  of  the  common  meadow — five 
acres,  paid  2  bbls  of  good  pork  and  the  remainder  in  good  merchantable  wheat.” 

The  rock  at  the  point  south  of  the  upper  wharves  was  long  known  as 
“The  Fishing  Rock.” 
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The  First  Church 


Early  Black  Rock  churchgoers  travelled  the  miles  to  Fairfield  and  Strat- 
field.  It  was  not  until  Sept.  11,  1849  that  there  was  “gathered”  from 
Fairfield  the  Black  Rock  (Congregational)  Church.  The  original  founding 
members  were: 


Elizabeth  Penfield 
Seth  Perry 
Catharine  Perry 
Jane  Perry 
Thomas  Ransom 
Catharine  Ransom 
George  E.  Shelton 
Sarah  Shelton 
Elizabeth  Smith 
Elizabeth  B.  Solley 
William  Wheeler 
Almira  Wheeler 


Alanson  Allen 
Nancy  Allen 
Polly  Banks 
Lewis  Burr 
Eliza  Burr 
Sarah  Brewster 
Isaac  W.  Jones 
Mary  Jones 
David  Lockwood 
Mary  B.  Nichols 
Benjamin  Penfield 
Henrietta  Penfield 


There  have  been  seven  pastors  of  the  church: — W.  J.  Jennings,  Marinus 
Willett,  A.  C.  Baldwin,  F.  W.  Williams,  Howard  W.  Pope,  Henry  Collins 
Woodruff,  C.  S.  Macdowell. 


Educational  Institutions 


The  first  public  school  in  Black  Rock  was  on  the  “school  lot”  opposite  the 
Green  at  Brewster  Street  and  Grovers  Avenue.  The  original  one-story 
building  was  later  moved  to  the  next  lot  and  occupied  by  a  succession  of 
tenants  as  a  home.  It  was  replaced  by  a  two-room  schoolhouse  with  a 
belfry,  in  use  for  more  than  half  a  century.  Another  two-room  schoolhouse, 
used  for  a  few  years,  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  public  playground  by 
the  cove. 

Black  Rock  boys — those  who  did  not  go  to  sea — trudged  to  the  Fairfield 
Academy  after  its  founding.  In  earlier  times  those  seeking  higher  educa¬ 
tion  engaged  private  tutors, — as  did  William  Wheeler,  who  studied  under 
Rev.  Andrew  Eliot.  A  Select  School,  organized  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Bartram 
and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Penfield  during  the  mid-nineteenth  century,  held  sessions 
in  “the  Lane,”  where  it  was  at  first  housed  in  the  upper  floor  of  the  carriage 
shop,  and  later  in  its  own  building.  Girl  graduates  of  the  Select  School 
went  to  the  Fairfield  Academy,  to  the  fashionable  school  on  Lafayette  Street 
in  Bridgeport,  conducted  by  the  Misses  Ward, — or  in  rare  instances  to 
boarding  school  or  college. 
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The  Revolutionary  Fort  on  Grovers  Hill 

“The  Battery  was  erected  on  the  extreme  point  of  Grovers  Hill  and 
mounted  two  double  fortified  12-pounders, — one  long  9-  and  one  6-pounder, 
with  sometimes  not  more  than  5  men,  yet  this  insignificant  force  was  enough 
to  keep  the  enemy  from  burning  Black  Rock. 

“Genl  Silliman  came  one  time  down  &  to  honour  him,  in  firing  one  of  the 
pieces  it  somehow  went  off  as  David  Squire  was  ramming  down  the  ball  & 
blew  off  both  his  hands,  but  Dr.  Forgue  being  sent  for  from  Town,  dressed 
his  wounds  and  he  recovered . . . 

“In  one  year  of  the  war  there  was  a  very  great  abundance  of  apples — 
Father  that  year  made  140  barrels  (of  cider)  &  sold  much  of  it  to  the  Bat¬ 
tery  for  5  shillings  a  barrel — barrel  lasting  them  not  more  than  a  week — 

each  Soldier  buying  his  barrel — and  then  all  drink” _  William  Wheeler, 

Essays. 

“The  fort  was  supplied  with  powder  from  a  magazine  at  Stratford,  taken 
by  the  State  from  a  British  vessel” — Thaddeus  Hubbell. 

The  garrison  at  the  fort  boarded  with  neighboring  families, — “Lt.  Trow¬ 
bridge  (in  charge  of  the  fort  in  1777)  boarded  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Bar- 

tram” -  “George  Squire,  Sgt.  &  family  lived  with  John  Knapp  at 

Knapp's  house” — Pension  records. 

The  list  of  the  guard  serving  in  1779  at  the  burning  of  Fairfield  is  given 
as  follows : 


Col.  Elijah  Hill  (although  the  command 
seems  to  have  been  taken  by — ) 

Capt.  Isaac  Jarvis 
Capt.  David  Jarvis  (?) 

Daniel  Burr 
Jesse  Burr 
Nehemiah  Burr 
Fayerweather  Brothwell 
Chauncy  Downs 
Joseph  Gold 
Silas  Hawley 
William  Hawley 
Nathan  Jennings 
John  Lyon 


Huldah  Mason  (possibly  acting  as  com* 
missary  1) 

James  McNay 
Benjamin  Meeker 
John  Meeker 
Abraham  Parrit 
Samuel  Patchen 
Nehemiah  Rose 
David  Sherwood 
William  Sturges 
Ezra  Wheeler 
John  Wilson 
Nathaniel  Wilson 
Robert  Welch 


[Aaron  Turney  and  Hezekiah  Burr,  Jr.,  are  mentioned  in  another  list.] 


Many  others  served  in  Black  Rock  at  the  Battery  or  at  the  upper  wharf 
as  guards  at  various  times  and  for  varying  terms  during  the  Revolution,  so 
that  any  arbitrary  list  of  names  is  subject  to  revision,  addition  or  subtraction. 
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Early  Residents  of  Black  Rock 


1779 


6 

Squire  (Capt.  John) 

5 

Burr  (Nehemiah) 

7 

Silliman  (Capt.  Joseph) 

Fowler 

11 

Chauncy 

(Wolcott) 

2 

Widow  Wheeler  (Jona- 

than) 

36 

Wheeler 

(Capt.  Icha- 

bod) 

3a 

Wheeler 

(Ezra) 

16 

Bartram 

(Ebenezer) 

{As  given  in  the  Journal ) 

1801 

6  Squire  (Capt.  John) 

5  Burr  (Nehemiah) 

7  Silliman  (“Christian”) 
Gold 

8  Bartram  (Capt.  Job) 

9  Sturges  (Capt.  Bar- 

low) 

11  Chauncy  (Wolcott) 

14  Osborn  (Hezekiah) 

15  Wheeler  (John) 

18  Wheeler  (William) 

3a  Brewster  (Caleb) 
stage  ) 

road  i  Wheeler  (Chauncy) 

16  Bartram  (Mrs.  Mary) 

36  Wheeler  (Capt.  Icha- 

bod) 

20  Bartram  (Thomas) 


1803 

6  Squire,  James 

5  Burr,  Nehemiah 

7  Silliman,  Christiania 

8  Bartram,  Job 

9  Sturges,  Capt.  Barlow 
11  Chauncy,  Wolcott 

14  Osborn,  Hezekiah 

15  Riley,  Terence 
18  Wheeler,  William 
17  Brewster,  Caleb 

Wheeler,  John 
Wakeman,  Charles 
(a  negro) 

Adams,  N. 

Woodhull,  “Widow” 

3  Wheeler,  Ichabod 
stage  J  Read,  Samuel 
road  f  Wheeler,  David 

“19  families” 

“IS  dwellinghouses 


(Italic  numbers  refer  to  house  occupied — see  Index 
of  Old  Houses.) 


The  Fowler  family  in  1779  and  the  Gold  family  in  1801,  as  well  as  the  Adams 
family  in  1803,  were  probably  temporary  tenants.  These  names  do  not  occur  over  any 
term  of  years  as  Black  Rock  residents.  The  Journal  reminds  us  that  masters  or 
captains  frequently  took  up  their  residence  in  Black  Rock  while  their  ships  were 
being  built  and  afterwards  returned  to  their  own  homes,  or  sailed  out  on  the  new  boat. 


( According  to  the  census  of  1830 ) 


Alanson  Allen 
Joseph  Bartram 
Ruth  Bartram 
Thomas  Bartram 
Anne  Brewster 
Nicholas  Burr 
Noah  Burr 
Ozias  Burr 
Thaddeus  Burr 
Peter  Callon 
William  Callon 
Daniel  Goulden 
Monson  Gray 


Thomas  Halstead 
Elias  Hendrick 
William  Hurlburt 
Agur  Judson 
Samuel  Kellogg 
Peter  J.  Kennedy 
Stephen  T.  Moore 
William  H.  Nichols 
David  Olmstead 
George  Osborn 
Hezekiah  Osborn 
David  Penfield 
Bradley  Perry 


Seth  Perry 
David  Prindle 
Thomas  Ransom 
Silas  Runnels 
Samuel  Runode 
William  Sherwood 
Gershom  Sturges 
Walter  Thorp 
Roswell  Wells 
Simeon  Wheeler 
William  Wheeler 
Daniel  Wilson 


FAMILY  INDEX 

of  Old  Black  Rock 

[with  a  few  personal  remarks  by  William  Wheeler ] 

Emphasised  names  are  those  of  residents  in  Black  Rock. 

Parenthetical  numbers  refer  to  the  index  of  Homesteads. 

The  importance  given  to  families  is  measured  by  their  length  of 
residence  in  Black  Rock.  (The  Bartram,  Burr,  Penfield,  Squire,  and 
Wilson  lines  were  associated  for  more  than  a  century  with  the  history 
of  the  seaport.) 

Genealogical  data ,  given  when  available,  does  not  aspire  to  com¬ 
pleteness,  but  is  intended  to  supply  clues  to  genealogists  who  may  wish 
to  bridge  the  wide  gaps  in  many  ancestries  between  1800  and  1850, — 
a  period  over  which  town  records  of  Fairfield  and  Bridgeport  are  not 
consecutive. 

The  chronicle  of  individual  activities  is  limited  to  events  in  Black 
Rock  or  mentioned  in  the  Wheeler  Journal. 

For  early  genealogies  of  many  families  mentioned,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  very  accurate  “History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Families 
of  Old  Fairfield,”  by  Donald  Lines  Jacobus. 

The  arrangement  is  intentionally  informal,  but  a  few  heads  of 
families  are  traced  back  to  their  pioneer  ancestor. 

Notes  in  italics  are  quoted  from  William  Wheeler’s  notebooks. 


ALLEN,  Alanson5  (Gideon  of  Compo1,  Joseph2,  Benjamin3),  son 
of  Benjamin4  and  Deborah  (Disbrow)  Allen,  born  in  West- 
port,  died  in  Black  Rock,  6  April  1883,  where  for  many 
years  he  occupied  the  former  home  of  Capt.  Ichabod 
Wheeler  (3b).  Postmaster  of  Black  Rock  and  shoemaker. 
Church  deacon.  He  married  (1)  27  Nov.  1823,  Nancy 
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Olmstead,  b.  2  Nov.  1797,  d.  8  May  1852,  daughter  of  Heze- 
kiah  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Olmstead:  (2)  27  March  1853, 
Charlotte  (Stow)  Ells  of  Milford.  By  his  first  marriage  he 
had  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  married  David  Smith. 
Four  other  children  died  in  infancy. 

ALLEN,  Captain  Charles 6  (Gideon  of  Compo1,  Joseph2,  Joseph3, 
Benjamin4),  son  of  Captain  Charles5  and  Sarah  (Thorp) 
Allen  of  Westport,  and  nephew  of  Alanson  Allen,  married 
23  Dec.  1850,  Amanda  J.  Fairchild  of  Trumbull.  He  lived 
on  Ellsworth  Street  until  his  death  in  1911.  Of  his  four 
children,  Charles  T.  married  (1)  Ella  E.  Fancher,  (2) 
Fannie  Harmon;  Sarah  E.  married  Joseph  Smith;  Nelson 
married  Susan  A.  Mills ;  and  Mary  married  John  J.  Miller. 

ALLEN,  Henrietta,  sister  of  Alanson,  married  Benjamin  Pen  field. 

ALLEN,  Increase,  living  in  Black  Rock  in  1840,  later  of  Norwalk. 
His  son,  Alfred,  married  Caroline,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Sarah  (Hull)  Sturges. 

ANNABEL,  the  family  twice  victim  of  tragedy  in  the  Journal,  is 
given  in  the  Fairfield  Family  Book  as  that  of  Anthony,  who 
married  16  Jan.  1748,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Middle- 
brook.  Their  children  are  named  as  Samuel,  b.  26  June 
1751;  David,  1753;  Sarah,  1754;  Ebenezer,  1756;  Mary, 
1759,  and  Ann  (presumably  “Nancy”),  born  3  Oct.  1761. 

BABBITT,  Abial,  resident  of  Black  Rock  in  1840. 

BANKS,  Elbert,  resident  in  1850,  with  wife  Polly  and  daughter, 
Maria,  who  subsequently  married  Cyrus  Spencer. 

BANKS,  Jessup,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Sarah  (Couch)  Banks, 
married  20  May  1818,  Laura  Sherwood.  She  died  27  Sept. 
1841.  He  died  in  Bridgeport  2  Feb.  1863,  aged  72.  His 
household  in  1850  consisted  of:  Mary  E.  (second  wife?)  ; 
Cordelia,  born  1822;  Laura  A.,  born  1831 ;  and  Edward  J. 
born  1838. 

BARLOW,  Captain  David,  probably  son  of  David  Barlow,  Sr., 
and  father  of  Eunice  Barlow  who  married  Joseph  Lock- 
wood,  Sr. 


. 


■ 

. 


I 


. 


1801 — The  Thomas  Bartram  homestead  (20) 

(Photographed  1869) 
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BARSTOW,  John ,  resident  in  1850,  with  wife  Irene  and  six 
children,  Charles,  Kate,  Frances,  Harriet,  Susan,  and  William. 

BARTRAM,  Captain  Ebenezer 4  (John1,  John2),  son  of  Ebenezer3 
and  Elizabeth  (Williams)  Bartram,  born  in  Fairfield,  bap¬ 
tized  18  June  1732,  died  in  Black  Rock  3  Jan.  1783.  He 
married  Mary  Burr,  came  to  Black  Rock  in  1775  when  he 
purchased  the  James  Wilson  house  (16)  and  his  children 
are  mentioned  frequently  in  the  Journal.  They  were; 

Joseph ,  bapt.  28  Sept.  1760,  lost  at  sea  December,  1787. 

Ebenezer,  bapt.  15  Aug.  1762,  m.  9  Jan.  1803,  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Abigail  (Gold)  Jennings.  He 
occupied  the  family  homestead  (16)  until  Sept.  4,  1818, 
when  he  and  his  household  moved  to  Westmoreland, 
N.  Y. 

Thomas,  born  22  Feb.  1764,  died  4  April  1838.  Ship¬ 
master.  He  built  in  1801  his  home  (20),  having  mar¬ 
ried  16  Nov.  1797,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  and 
Sarah  (Osborn)  Burr,  b.  29  March  1771,  d.  19  Oct. 
1849.  They  had  three  children:  one  daughter,  Sarah 
Ann,  who  married  Isaac  DeForest;  Joseph  who  lived 
in  the  John  Wheeler  house  (15)  ;  and  Thomas  Burr 
who  occupied  his  father’s  homestead  (20).  Both  sons 
were  shipmasters  and  merchants. 

Mary,  bapt.  6  Oct.  1765,  m.  7  April  1787,  Daniel  Osborn, 

Jr- 

Job,  bapt.  17  May  1767,  drowned  28  Oct.  1817.  Sea 
captain.  He  married  6  Nov.  1798,  Ruth,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Ruth  (Wilson)  Holberton,  b.  1772,  d. 
11  Sept.  1853,  and  lived  in  Capt.  Holberton’s  old  home 
(8).  Their  recorded  children  include  Mary,  bapt.  12 
May,  1799,  m.  JVilliam  H.  Nichols;  William,  bapt. 
20  Sept.  1801;  John,  bapt.  21  June  1803;  George 
Wakeman,  bapt.  2  Sept.  1804;  Catherine,  b.  1808, 
m.  Thomas  Ransom;  Jane,  b.  1814,  d.  29  Oct.  1815. 

Jerusha,  bapt.  6  Aug.  1769,  m.  2  Dec.  1792,  Nathan 
Lewis  of  Derby. 

Barnabas,  bapt.  30  May,  1773,  died  of  yellow  fever  in 
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the  West  Indies  29  June  1805.  He  married  23  Jan. 
1803,  Deborah,  dr.  Ebenezer  and  Mary  {Wheeler) 
Squire. 

BATTERSON,  Burr,  lived  in  Black  Rock  in  1840. 

BEACH,  James  E.,  resident  in  1850,  with  wife  Caroline,  and  son 
William. 

BEARDSLEE,  Asa.  Resident  north  of  the  stage  road  in  1815. 
In  1819  he  purchased  from  Sullivan  Moulton  a  wharf  and 
store,  which  he  sold  in  1827,  with  his  house  and  land,  to 
Samuel  Kellogg.  His  holdings  between  the  stage  road  and 
Ash  Creek — about  40  acres — were  divided  in  1812  by  the 
laying  out  of  north  Brewster  Street  to  what  was  known  as 
“Beardslee’s  bridge”  across  the  creek. 

BENEDICT,  Thaddeus,  “Esq.  died  1799 — 51st  year  of  his  age 
I  have  heard  him  in  Court —  Remarkable  for  his  contra¬ 
dictory  re  marks  A 

BIBBINS,  Israel.  Resident  near  the  new  road  to  Holland 
Heights,  laid  out  in  1812  which  cut  through  his  property. 
He  died  June  15,  1822,  aged  74. 

BLACKMAN,  Israel,  aged  67  in  1850,  with  wife  (or  daughter) 
Minerva,  40. 

BLAKEMAN,  Henry,  listed  in  1850  as  43,  wife  Sarah  E.,  34, 
and  three  children,  Georgetta,  12;  Franklin,  8;  and 
Adeline,  2. 

BRADLEY,  Samuel,  one  of  the  original  shareholders  of  the 
upper  wharf. 

BREWSTER,  Captain  Caleb,  born  Setauket,  L.  I.,  1747,  from 
Brookhaven,  L.  I.,  bought  the  Ezra  Wheeler  house  (3a)  and 
became  one  of  the  most  picturesque  heroes  of  Black  Rock. 
Many  stories  are  told  of  his  exploits  during  the  Revolution. 
In  one  encounter  on  the  Sound  with  the  British  he  was 
defeated,  but  swam  ashore  safely,  with  twelve  new  linen 
shirts  lashed  thriftily  on  his  back.  His  “customary  cruises” 
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mentioned  in  the  Journal  are  explained  by  the  notation  made 
by  General  Knox  on  his  pension  application  that  “he  was 
confidentially  employed  in  an  armed  boat  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  to  keep  open  communication  between  Connecticut 
and  Long  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  intelligence.” 
He  was  tall  and  of  gigantic  strength.  He  married  18  April 
1784,  Anna,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Osborn) 
Lewis,  bapt.  26  Oct.  1760,  d.  30  Aug.  1834.  Their  children 
included :  Sarah ,  b.  5  March  1785,  d.  18  May  1875,  who  long 
occupied  the  homestead  after  the  death  of  her  parents ; 
( Jonathan )  Lewis ,  b.  5  Nov.  1786,  d.  28  Oct.  1836,  who  kept 
a  store  near  the  wharf;  Sturges,  b.  20  Jan.  1789;  Racilia, 
b.  17  April  1794;  Benjamin,  b.  17  Aug.  1796,  drowned  30 
Jan.  1817 ;  Elizabeth  Burr,  b.  11  July  1792,  d.  23  June  1796. 

BRITTIN,  Captain  John  Pierson,  b.  New  York,  14  Feb.  1805,  d. 
13  Jan.  1878,  married  Lavinia  Wilson,  dr.  Daniel  and  Anne 
(Jennings)  Wilson,  b.  17  April  1805,  d.  8  Sept.  1875. 
Their  son,  John  William  Brittin,  b.  25  April  1836,  d.  30 
Aug.  1911,  m.  (1)  Anna  Burr,  dr.  Lewis  and  Eliza  (Olm- 
stead)  Burr:  m.  (2)  Rebecca  Brewster  Walker,  dr.  Eliphalet 
and  Frances  Elizabeth  (Burr)  Walker.  Their  home  was  at 
the  corner  of  Ellsworth  and  Hackley  Streets. 

BROTHERTON,  Alva,  resident  in  1840. 

BULKLEY,  Joseph  of  Fairfield  (1743-1776)  married  Elizabeth 
Lewis.  Their  children  included  Joseph,  Jr.;  Morehouse 
(mentioned  in  the  Journal)  ;  Adad  and  Medad  (twins)  ; 
Lewis ;  Elizabeth,  who  married  David  Pen  field;  and  Esther, 
who  married  David  Patchen. 

BULKLEY,  Nathan,  bought  in  1770  from  David  Wheeler  3d. 
15  acres  “commonly  called  Cable’s  Field”  between  the  stage 
road  and  the  Cove. 

BULKLEY,  Uriah,  son  of  Joseph  and  Ellen  (Hubbell)  Bulkley, 
purchased  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Joseph  a  store  and 
wharf  which  they  sold  in  1817.  He  also  owned  the  property 
and  presumably  built  the  house  (13)  later  occupied  by  Cap¬ 
tain  William  H.  Nichols.  He  married  Jane  Sayre,  dr.  of 
Rev.  James  and  Eunice  (Dennie)  Sayre. 
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BUNCE,  William  Per  nett,  born  25  Sept.  1835,  died  10  May,  1869, 
married  10  May  1857,  Harriet  Elizabeth  Fancher,  daughter 
of  Henry  Wilson  and  Elizabeth  (Benedict)  Fancher. 

BURR,  David  died  1825  aged  67  he  was  a  very  jovial  good- 
natured  man,  beloved  by  everyone —  in  his  latter  years  he 
was  very  corpulent — being  at  a  store  he  told  a  stranger  he 
did  a  great  deal  of  work —  “Y ou  do  not  look  as  if  you  did 
much  or  could ” —  I  am  a  Quit  driver. 

BURR,  James  died  1826  aged  40 —  I  was  particularly  acquainted 
with  him —  he  was  a  schoolmaster  and  a  sailor,  very 
ingenious  and  honest. 

BURR,  John  (1698-1752),  son  of  Col.  John  Burr,  lived  on  the 
road  to  Stratfield,  and  was  grandfather  of  William  Wheeler. 
His  children  included :  Elizabeth,  who  married  Col.  Abra¬ 
ham  Gold;  Deborah,  who  married  Captain  Ichabod  Wheeler; 
Ozias*  ;  Abigail,  who  married  Moses  Jennings ;  John,  struck 
by  lightning  and  killed  at  the  Stratfield  meetinghouse  in 
1771 ;  Justus,  crushed  by  his  own  oxen  against  his  barn 
door  in  1766;  Wakeman,  found  dead  in  a  pasture,  1799; 
Amos ;  Catherine,  who  married  Captain  Robert  Wilson ; 
Ann,  who  married  Thomas  Sherwood. 

BURR,*  Ozias5  (Jehu1,  Nathaniel2,  John3),  son  of  John4  and 
Catherine  (Wakeman)  Burr,  b.  1739,  d.  5  Sept.  1836.  His 
home  was  on  the  old  Stratfield  Road.  He  married  Sarah 
Nichols  (b.  1766)  and  their  children  included:  Rebecca, 
and  Charity  (who  died  in  1794  within  a  few  days)  ;  Justus, 
Ozias,  Nichols  (who  lived  near  the  creek  on  the  old  road)  ; 
Sarah  (who  married  Seth  Couch)  ;  and  Mary. 

BURR,  Nehemiah 4  (Jehu1,  Daniel2,  Seth  Samuel3),  built  about 
1762  a  small  house  (5)  in  Black  Rock.  He  was  son  of 
Seth  Samuel  and  Catharine  (Wakeman)  Burr,  b.  18  April 
1734,  d.  in  Black  Rock  July  1814.  He  served  as  one 
of  the  guards  at  the  Black  Rock  fort  in  1779.  He  married 
21  April  1762  Sarah,  daughter  of  Eleazar  Osborn.  Their 
children  included:  Thomas;  Nehemiah  (1765-1766)  ; 
Ebenezer;  Nehemiah;  Hannah;  Sarah,  b.  29  March  1771, 
m.  Thomas  Bartram;  Eleazer;  Noah * 
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BURR,  Noah*,  bapt.  9  Sept.  1777,  d.  25  Dec.  1857.  Lived  in  his 
father’s  house  (5).  He  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Abigail  (Gold)  Jennings,  b.  July  1785,  d.  16  March 
1830.  Their  children  included:  Seth  (went  west  and  died 
there  unmarried)  ;  Francis  (died  in  Mexico)  ;  Isaac  (killed 
during  a  voyage)  ;  Oliver;  Sarah;  Henry;  Abigail  (mar¬ 
ried  David  Lockwood) . 

BURR,  Oliver*,  lived  in  his  father’s  house  until  after  1850,  when 
he  built  on  Ellsworth  Street.  He  married  Emily  Sherwood 
of  Greenfield.  Their  children  included  Anna  Frances,  born 
1856,  and  Cornelia  Sherwood,  born  1849. 

BURR,  Thaddeus 6  (Jehu1,  Nathaniel2,  Nathaniel3,  Ephraim4, 
Peter5),  born  in  Fairfield  in  1778,  died  in  Black  Rock  21 
Feb.  1858.  He  married  Rhoda  Meeker  who  d.  28  Aug. 
1834.  Their  children  included:  Peter,  b.  1801,  d.  at  sea 
1827 ;  Mary  (married  George  Morehouse)  ;  Albert,  married 
Sarah  Raymond  and  lived  north  of  the  stage  road ;  Lewis*. 

BURR,  Lewis*,  b.  1806,  d.  14  March  1881.  In  1830  he  bought 
the  Wilson  Knap  house  (19).  He  married  25  Oct.  1829 
Eliza  Olmstead,  sister  of  Alanson  Allen’s  first  wife  and 
daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Olmstead,  b. 
2  Jan.  1807,  d.  16  July  1889.  Their  children  included: 
Woodruff  Lewis  (1830-1909)  who  married  Marietta 
Sturges  (1839-1896),  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah 
(Hull)  Sturges;  his  twin,  Sarah  Brewster,  b.  8  Dec.  1830, 
d.  6  Oct.  1846;  Franklin  Edgar,  b.  10  Jan.  1834,  d.  4  Dec. 
1869;  his  twin,  Frances  Elizabeth,  d.  18  Nov.  1869,  married 
Eliphalet  Walker;  Anna  Jane,  b.  10  June,  1837,  d.  18  Feb. 
1883,  married  John  W.  Brittin;  her  twin,  Mary  Jane,  d.  6 
Sept.  1891,  married  David  M.  Greenough;  and  Virginia 
Elizabeth,  b.  17  March  1840,  d.  12  Sept.  1853. 

BURTON,  William,  on  census  list  of  1850. 

CALLON,  William,  married  Caroline,  daughter  of  Chauncy  and 
Caroline  Matilda  (Beers)  Wheeler.  She  married  (2)  Rufus 
Fancher.  They  lived  near  the  upper  wharf  about  1830. 
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CARSON,  Walter,  a  Fairfield  schoolmaster,  married  12  March 
1775,  Sarah  Squire  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mehitable 
(Burr)  Squire.  They  owned  several  acres  in  Black  Rock, 
and  may  have  lived  near  the  stage  road.  William  Carson, 
their  son,  and  Catherine,  their  daughter  (who  married 
Jason  Gold  in  August,  1794),  are  mentioned  in  the  will  of 
Sarah  Squire  Carson. 

CHAUNCY,  Robert4,  of  Stratfield  (Rev.  Charles1,  Rev.  Israel2), 
son  of  Rev.  Charles3  and  Sarah  (Wolcott)  Chauncy,  mar¬ 
ried  Hannah  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
(Wheeler)  Wheeler.  One  of  his  children,  Hannah,  married 
into  the  Beardslee  family  of  Stratford,  the  others  lived  in 
or  near  Black  Rock, — Lois  marrying  David  Wheeler ,  Ann 
marrying  Samuel  Patchin,  and  Wolcott*. 

CHAUNCY,  Wolcott *,  (1732-1805)  married  Anne  Browne.  His 
home  (11)  was  next  the  Middle  Wharf.  His  children 
included:  Punal,  b.  5  Sept.  1863 ;  Elizabeth,  b.  6  Nov.  1765 ; 
Charles  Wolcott,  b.  28  Jan.  1767,  d.  26  Nov.  1784;  Polly, 
b.  1  Sept.  1769,  d.  16  Jan.  1770;  Isaac,  b.  20  Feb.  1772, 
d.  in  Washington  20  Jan.  1840,  where,  William  Wheeler 
writes :  “he  zvas  president  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis¬ 
sioners.  In  the  War  he  took  5  vessels  at  one  time  and  a 
large  quantity  of  arms  and  stores —  He  had  the  noble 
bearing  of  a  Gentleman  and  an  Officer —  Born  at  Black 
Rock — left  3  sons — John  &  Charles,  lieuts.  Navy — &  Peter, 
a  Clergyman..  (He  married  Catharine  Sickles.)  Other 
children  of  Wolcott  and  Ann  Chauncy  were:  Robert,  b.  8 
Oct.  1774 ;  Lucy  Ann,  b.  6  Dec.  1778,  d.  30  Nov.  1801 ;  Sally, 
b.  14  Sept.  1781 ;  and  Ichabod  Wolcott,  b.  18  June  1784. 

CHEPRON,  Peter,  resident  in  1840. 

CHINNOCK  (?),  Charles,  an  English  inventor,  resident  in  1850, 
with  his  wife,  Marion,  and  four  children:  George,  Sabina, 
Charles,  and  Mary. 

CHRISTIE,  John,  appears  in  the  census  of  1840. 

CLARK,  Cornelius,  in  partnership  with  John  Y.  Provost,  at  a 
store  on  the  upper  wharves  in  1837. 
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EDDY,  Joseph  H.,  assistant  keeper  of  the  Black  Rock  Light, 
married  26  Oct.  1870,  Abbie  Robbins  of  Rocky  Hill,  Conn. 

ELIOT,  Rev.  Andrew,  pastor  of  Christ  Church  in  Fairfield, 
during  the  Revolution  was  one  of  the  most  famous  divines 
in  New  England,  and  it  is  evident  from  the  essays  and 
Journal  that  his  teachings  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
young  William  Wheeler. 

ELLSWORTH,  Verdine,  born  1791,  died  3  May  1871.  He 
occupied  the  house,  now  the  Congregational  parsonage,  at 
the  corner  of  Ellsworth  Street  and  Bartram  Avenue.  His 
wife,  Jane  Agnes,  died  20  Oct.  1867.  Five  children,  Thad- 
deus,  Verdine,  Helen,  William,  and  Charles,  died  young. 

ELY,  Isaac  M.  His  name  appears  as  owner  of  the  John  Wheeler 
house  (15)  in  1827. 

FANCHER,  Henry  Wilson,  born  29  Jan.  1806,  died  23  Nov. 
1889.  He  married  Elizabeth  Benedict  (born  4  Dec.  1809, 
died  14  Oct.  1878),  and  lived  in  the  Silliman  house  (7)  for 
many  years.  His  children  included:  Frances  Caroline 
(married  Charles  B.  Smith);  Nelson  Montgomery;  Sher¬ 
man *;  Millicent  Benedict  (married  George  Bulkley 
Nichols)  ;  Harriet  Elizabeth  (married  William  Pernett 
Bunce)  ;  William  Henry;  John  Nelson *;  Andrew  Bell. 

FANCHER,  Captain  Sherman *,  born  in  New  Canaan  17  Sept. 
1830,  died  4  Sept.  1883.  He  married  14  June  1852,  Ann 
Augusta  Merrill  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.  Their  children  included: 
Captain  Charles  Henry;  Ellen  Elizabeth  (married  Charles 
T.  Allen )  Granville;  and  Sherman  Thorp. 

FANCHER,  John  Nelson*,  born  15  June  1845,  lived  on  Seabright 
Avenue.  He  married  (1)  Sarah  Ann  Brady  and  (2)  Mary 
Jane  Stewart. 

FIELDS,  Thaddeus,  mentioned  in  the  Journal,  and  Moses,  who  in 
1850  was  a  member  of  the  household  of  Mrs.  Job  Bartram, 
were  sons  of  Moses  and  Ellen  (Penfield)  Fields. 

FITCH,  Hezekiah,  son  of  Hon.  Thomas  Fitch  of  Norwalk,  part- 
owner  of  the  Middle  Wharf  and  purchaser  of  land  from 
David  Wheeler  in  1765.  He  married  Jerusha,  daughter  of 
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Col.  Andrew  Burr,  and  later  moved  to  Salisbury,  when  he 
deeded  his  Fairfield  property  to  Comfort  Sands,  Hezekiah 
Nichols,  and  Samuel  Penfield. 

FORGUE,  Francis  died  1783  aged  54  He  was  a  Frenchman 
taken  in  Canada  in  the  zvar  of  1756,  an  excellent  surgeon — 
when  Davd  Squire  had  both  hands  blown  off  at  the  battery 
he  probably  saved  his  life  (Surgeons  were  then  rare)  it 
was  observed  that  he  lived  just  long  enough  and  died  when 
the  war  was  over — he  was  witty — he  said  that  when  he  died 
it  would  be  said — Job,  what  are  you? — “A  strict  Presby¬ 
terian” — then  go  among  the  Presbyterians —  to  another 
what  are  you — “An  Episcopalian ” — then  go  among  the 
Episcopalians — finally — Dr.  Forgue  what  are  you — “I  am 
nothing” —  You  go  where  you  please —  A  man  having 
his  house  burnt,  the  whole  company  told  how  sorry  they 
were — Forgue  slipped  a  dollar  into  his  hand  saying  I  am- 
sorry  a  dollar,  hozv  much  are  you  sorry ?  (He  married 
Sarah  (Thompson)  Dennie,  who  died  24  Jan.  1796.  His 
son  Francis  established  the  first  printing  press  and  newspaper 
in  Fairfield.) 

FOSTER,  Junius,  resident  in  1850,  aged  43,  with  Electa,  his 
wife,  43. 

FOWLER,  Stephen,  had  a  waterlot  laid  out  to  him  in  1794.  His 
name  also  occurs  in  the  list  of  residents  in  1779. 

FYLER,  Ellianan,  from  Vermont,  lived  in  the  house  formerly 
David  Trubee’s,  on  the  stage  road  about  1880. 

GOLD,  Abel,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Middle  Wharf,  held 
several  acres  elsewhere  in  Black  Rock.  His  son,  Abel  Gold, 
Jr.,  may  have  been  resident  in  Black  Rock  for  a  few  years, 
according  to  various  references. 

GOLD,  Col.  Abraham,  his  brother,  killed  at  Ridgefield,  was  a 
shareholder  in  the  Middle  Wharf,  and  owned  property 
between  the  stage  road  and  the  Cove  (Burr  Creek). 

GOLDING  or  GOLDIN,  Daniel,  born  1782,  died  19  Sept.  1862, 
came  from  Glen  Cove,  L.  I.,  to  manage  the  tide  mills  on  the 
creek  and  built  the  house  now  standing  near  the  site  of  the 
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old  mills.  He  married  in  Glen  Cove  Charlotte  Travis,  b. 
1786,  d.  16  Nov.  1868.  Of  their  nine  children,  the  oldest, 
Ephraim,  married  Caroline  Morehouse  of  Fairfield,  Augus¬ 
tus  married  Jeanette  Hanford  of  Norwalk,  and  Charlotte 
married  George  Pen  field.  (A  curious  explanation  of  the 
change  of  name  is  that  the  original  form,  Golding,  was  too 
long  for  marking  barrels,  and  so,  for  business  convenience, 
the  miller  dropped  the  final  “g”!) 

GOULD,  Medad5  (Nathan1,  Nathan2,  Onesimus3),  son  of 
Nathan4  and  Abigail  Gold,  baptized  (Greenfield  Hill)  26 
May,  1765,  died  in  Black  Rock  16  April  1843.  He  married 
30  Jan.  1794,  Elizabeth  Jackson  of  Fairfield,  who  died  29 
July  1852,  aged  87.  Their  children,  baptized  in  Fairfield, 
included  Azariah,  Maretta,  Austin,  Eliza,  Roderick,  and 
Morris*. 

GOULD,  Morris *,  born  23  May  1811,  died  9  Sept.  1890,  married 
20  Nov.  1833,  Fanny  B.  Wilson,  born  5  Nov.  1810,  died 
13  April  1886.  Deacon  Gould  lived  in  a  house,  since 
replaced,  on  Ellsworth  Street.  His  children  included : 
Eliza  Frances,  b.  10  June,  1835,  d.  16  Sept.  1870,  m.  8  Aug. 
1855,  Rev.  Marcus  Ogden  Burr;  George  Austin,  b.  30 
June  1837,  d.  17  March  1901,  m.  Viola  Jane  Smith,  dr. 
Aaron  Smith;  William  Jackson,  b.  11  May  1839,  married 
Abby  Jane  Sturges;  Sarah  E.,  b.  5  April  1844;  Charles 
Morris,  b.  5  April  1846. 

GRAY,  Monson,  lived  near  the  upper  wharf  about  1830.  He 
married  Catherine  Kennedy  in  1828.  He  was  a  partner  of 
Captain  Ger shorn  Sturges  at  one  time. 

GREEN,  Joshua  L.,  came  from  Long  Island  about  1801,  pur¬ 
chasing  the  mills  and  acreage  on  Grovers  Hill  in  behalf  of 
Oliver  and  John  B.  Coles  of  Glen  Cove,  for  whom  he  and 
his  son  managed  the  mills  for  several  years. 

HALL,  Captain  William,  came  to  Black  Rock  in  1856,  purchasing 
the  shipyard  from  four  owners,  and  property  on  Ellsworth 
Street  where  he  built  a  large  house,  later  home  of  the  Ruth- 
ven  family.  He  died  in  1860,  aged  48,  his  wife,  Lucy  D., 
aged  58,  Sept.  9,  1878.  Three  children,  Ella,  Georgiana, 
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and  Walter,  died  in  childhood,  and  one  son,  William  N., 
born  8  March  1841,  moved  to  Pasadena,  California.  Another 
son,  George,  was  a  resident  of  Black  Rock. 

HAWKINS,  William  Henry,  shipbuilder,  resident  in  1850,  was 
born  in  New  York  about  1814.  His  wife  Catharine  (born 
about  1817)  and  four  children  are  named  in  the  census: 
John  H.,  born  1840;  Lucy,  1844;  Ann  M.,  1845;  and 
Charlotte  R.,  1848. 

HAWKINS,  Munson,  seaman,  aged  40  in  1850,  his  wife  Sarah, 
34,  and  four  children:  Caroline,  15;  Mary,  10;  David,  8; 
Sarah  E..  3 ;  and  Charles,  5  months,  appear  also  on  the 
census  of  that  year. 

HERBERT,  William  H.,  shoemaker,  born  in  France,  married  20 
March  1819,  Eliza  Wager;  their  family  in  1850  included 
Mary  L.,  aged  22;  William  W.,  a  carpenter,  17;  Jane  A., 
4;  and  Edgar  C.,  1. 

HILLARD,  Captain,  partner  with  Edward  Rew  at  the  shipyards 
after  the  Civil  War,  does  not  appear  in  the  records  before 
1850. 

HENDRICKS,  Elias,  son  of  Nathan  and  Abigail  (Elmwood) 
Hendrick  (or  Hendricks)  of  Norwalk,  born  1800,  died  6 
April  1871,  a  resident  on  Ellsworth  Street.  His  wife, 
Matilda,  died  23  Nov.  1851,  aged  47.  He  married  (2) 
27  Dec.  1864.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Goodale. 

HOBART,  Rev.  Noah  ordained  1732  died  1773 —  Just  before  he 
died  he  said  he  was  going  to  receive  the  mercy  of  God 
through  Christ —  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by 
Mr.  Wells  of  Stamford  from  <c Remember  them  which  have 
the  rule  over  you,  whose  faith  follow.” —  he  preached  the 
funeral  sermon  of  Isaac  Frazier  a  thief  who  was  executed 
at  Fairfield,  from  “Be  not  over  much  wicked  neither  be  thou 
foolish,  why  shoiddest  thou  die  before  thy  time f” —  Mr. 
Hobart  found  once  a  skunk  under  his  barn  floor  and  desired 
Job  Bartram  a  facetious  neighbour  to  come  &  kill  him — 
“Everyone  kill  their  own  skunks,”  says  Job  &  passed  on, 
which  became  a  proverb  for  a  long  time  after. 
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HOBBY,  Captain  David ,  resident  for  a  short  time  in  Black  Rock 
after  the  Revolution.  He  moved  to  Westchester  County, 
N.  Y. 

HOLBERTON,  Captain  Thomas  (1739-1822),  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Holberton  of  Stratford,  bought  land  in  Black  Rock 
in  1763  from  David  Wheeler  and  built  a  home  (8).  He 
married  (1)  31  May,  1770,  Ruth,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Catharine  Wilson,  bapt.  7  Oct.  1744,  died 
He  married  (2)  Mary  Wakeman  who  died  3  Jan.  1792; 
and  (3)  Bathsheba  Peet  who  died  14  April  1824.  His 
daughter,  Ruth,  married  Captain  Job  Bartram;  his  son, 
George,  born  1775,  died  5  Oct.  1777 ;  Catherine  married  22 
Aug.  1799,  John  Wheeler,  as  his  second  wife. 

HOLBERTON,  William,  brother  of  Captain  Thomas,  married 
Eunice  (Booth)  Burr,  widow  of  William  Wheeler’s  uncle 
John  Burr.  Of  their  children,  Susan  married  30  Nov.  1816, 
Patrick  Keeler;  Frances  married  Samuel  French;  Mary 
married  Jesse  Scofield;  Charity  married  George  Clark  of 
Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  Eunice  died  unmarried.  Three  sons  were 
William  Fayerweather,  George,  and  John  Burr.  William 
Holberton  served  on  guard  at  Black  Rock  during  the 
Revolution. 

HOLDREDGE,  Captain  Nathan,  at  his  death  left  a  household 
which  included  his  widow,  Eliza,  and  a  daughter,  Mary ;  his 
sister-in-law,  Jane  Meany,  and  her  three  children,  Charles, 
Jane  Agnes,  and  William  Henry,  who  subsequently  moved 

to  New  York. 

HOWES,  Captain  William  B.,  son  of  Sears  and  Sarah  (Hurus) 
Howes  of  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I.,  born  22  Sept.  1817,  married 
(1)  Harriet  Thorpe,  26  Dec.  1843  (daughter  of  Sturges 
Perry  Thorpe),  who  died  6  June  1848.  He  married  (2) 
16  May  1853,  in  New  York  City,  Almira  Mills.  Captain 
Howes  bought  from  Captain  Daniel  Wilson  the  house  built 
by  Captain  Walter  Thorp  (12)  and  lived  for  many  years  in 
Black  Rock.  He  had  been  captain  of  whaling  vessels,  and 
had  made  long  trips  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  Indian  Oceans. 
After  settling  in  Black  Rock,  however,  he  left  the  sea  and 
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established  a  coal  business  on  the  wharf  which  had  recently 
been  built  by  Captain  Wilson  on  the  salt  meadow  across  the 
road  from  the  Thorp  house.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had 
one  son,  William  T.,  b.  8  Nov.  1844.  His  other  children, 
seven  by  his  second  marriage,  were  Harriet,  Sarah  Frances, 
Agnes,  Charles  S.,  James  Edward,  Susan  A.,  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Almira. 

HOYT,  James  and  Munson  “of  Stratford”  bought  in  1777  land 
from  Nichols  Wheeler  upon  which  they  erected  a  storehouse, 
sold  in  1784  to  James  Hovey,  from  whom  it  was  bought  by 
David  Penfield  and  used  as  part  of  the  Middle  Wharf 
property. 

HOYT,  Rufus,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Hoyt)  Hoyt,  born 
7  Dec.  1792,  in  Stamford,  died  in  Stamford  15  Dec.  1862. 
He  and  his  brother,  Nathaniel  Weed  Hoyt  (born  Stamford 
6  April  1788),  were  both  residents  of  Black  Rock  about  1830. 
Rufus  Hoyt  married  Julia  (Thorp)  Perry,  widow  of  Brad¬ 
ley  Perry,  and  had  two  daughters,  Delia  Perry,  born  5  April 
1833,  and  Anna  Seymour,  born  1  Jan.  1835. 

HOYT,  William,  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Weed)  Hoyt  of 
Stamford,  born  10  July,  1771,  married  in  June,  1808,  Har¬ 
riet,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Hubbell  of  Greenfield. 
He  occupied  the  John  Wheeler  house  (16)  in  Black  Rock, 
before  removing  to  Greenfield  where  he  died  7  Sept.  1820. 
His  wife  died  12  Oct.  1842,  aged  56.  Their  children 
included  David,  b.  21  Jan.  1810;  Harriet,  b.  5  Sept.  1811, 
d.  16  Aug.  1825;  William,  b.  11  July,  1815,  d.  New  York 
23  Aug.  1849;  Rufus,  b.  28  Aug.  1820,  m.  17  July,  1851, 
Mary  C.  Quintard.  He  had  also  a  brother  Rufus,  born  10 
Feb.  1769,  who  died  unmarried  26  Dec.  1791. 

HUBBELL,  Capt.  Amos  died  1801  aged  55  years  also  Amos 
Hubbell  Junr.  also  Wilson  Hubbell ,  his  son  died  1799  aged 
26,  thrown  into  the  Ocean  by  a  french  Prize  master. 

HUBBELL,  Onesimus  died  Sept.  1824 — 69th  year  (son  of  Daniel 
and  Sarah  (Gregory)  Hubbell)  was  very  curious  to  ((suck  of 
the  abundance  of  the  seas  and  treasures  hid  in  the  land” — 
Often  have  I  seen  him  sit  solitary  in  his  boat  with  his  large 
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dog,  gliding  down  the  cove  to  Burr’s  ware  (in  fish,  clam 
and  pigeon  days) — his  shaggy  Cur  often  lay  at  his  feet  in 
cold  seasons — 

He  was  remarkably  tenacious  and  communicative  on  the  old 
stories  of  Capt.  Kidd  (the  pirate)  hiding  his  money,  the 
expeditions  and  incantations  to  find  it,  generally  in  the  night 
season;  the  thunder  and  lightning  and  apparitions  attending 
the  enchanted  money. 

He  was  ingenious  in  his  knowledge  of  plants. — A  Bachelor. 

HUBBELL,  Richard,  lived  in  Stratfield,  but  owned  property  in 
Black  Rock.  He  married  Penelope  Fayerweather,  and  their 
daughter,  Christiania,  married  Capt.  Joseph  Silliman. 

JARVIS,  Captain  Isaac,  born  in  Norwalk  1756,  died  in  Black 
Rock  1788,  son  of  Isaac  and  Lydea  (Taylor)  Jarvis.  His 
mother  married  (2)  Captain  John  Squire,  who  lived  near 
the  Revolutionary  fort  on  Grovers  Hill  where  Captain  Jarvis 
commanded  the  little  band  of  defenders  who  repulsed  the 
British  attack  in  1779.  He  married  in  1775  Abigail  Squire, 
niece  of  his  stepfather,  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel  and 
Abigail  (Maltbie)  Squire,  born  26  Feb.  1755,  died  12  Feb. 
1816.  One  daughter,  Esther  Jarvis,  born  16  April  1784, 
died  3  Feb.  1803,  married  Captain  Abraham  Benson  of  Fair- 
field,  another,  Fydea,  married  19  April  1800,  Jonathan 
Silliman. 

JENNINGS,  Jeremiah,  at  whose  house  occurred  the  inoculation 
in  1793,  mentioned  in  the  Journal,  married  Elizabeth  Smith. 
His  son  William,  born  in  1766,  died  5  July  1842,  had  two 
sons,  Jeremiali*  and  William  A*,  who  lived  in  Black  Rock, 
also  a  daughter,  Faura,  who  married  William  Bouton,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Black  Rock  at  one  time.  Another  daughter,  Eliza, 
born  23  Aug.  1804,  married  William  H.  Brown,  a  New  York 
ship  builder  who  had  a  home  in  Fairfield. 

JENNINGS,  Jeremiah*,  born  1799,  died  15  Aug.  1875,  lived 
opposite  the  Burr  house  at  the  corner  of  Balmforth  Street 
and  Grovers  Avenue.  He  was  a  shipcarpenter.  His  first 
wife,  Rosanna,  born  1804,  died  18  Aug.  1843.  His  second 
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wife,  Sarah  (Crouch),  was  born  in  1822,  in  England.  He 
had  several  children. 

JENNINGS,  Captain  William  A*,  born  1796,  d.  5  Sept.  1851, 
bought  from  Captain  Daniel  Wilson  in  1837  the  Squire 
homestead  lot  on  Grovers  Hill.  His  wife,  Harriet  A.,  to 
whom  he  willed  the  house,  was  the  only  member  of  his 
family  mentioned  in  his  will. 

JENNINGS,  Deacon  Moses,  of  Fairfield,  was  part  owner  of  the 
Middle  Wharf.  He  sold  his  share  to  another  shareholder, 
Col.  Abraham  Gold. 

JOHNSTON  or  Johnson ,  Peter,  lived  in  the  Wilson  house  (16) 
in  1827. 

JONES,  Isaac  W.,  born  1806,  died  20  Oct.  1863,  lived  on  Ells¬ 
worth  Street,  where  he  achieved  certain  local  fame  by  sitting 
on  the  -wrong  end  of  a  limb  which  he  was  sawing  from  a  tree. 
He  long  survived  the  achievement  however.  His  wife, 
Polly  (Waterbury),  born  1808,  died  3  July,  1884.  They 
had  one  son,  Charles  Henry,  who  died  29  Aug.  1863,  aged 
19,  another,  James  H.,  born  28  Feb.  1829,  died  9  Jan.  1913, 
and  a  third,  Charles  H.,  was  born  in  1844. 

JUDSON,  David,  married  13  Nov.  1783,  Esther,  daughter  of 
Nathan  Bulkley,  and  acted  as  trustee  for  the  Bulkley  heirs 
(and  also  for  the  Sayers  during  their  exile  from  Fairfield) 
in  several  transactions  involving  Black  Rock  property 
1788-1800. 

JUDSON,  Captain  Isaac,  born  1760,  died  in  1814,  keeper  of  the 
Black  Rock  Light. 

KEELER,  David,  owner  of  house  (3b) — later  home  of  Alanson 
Allen — from  1810  to  1814. 

KEELER,  Rufus,  son  of  Jonah  and  Rebecca  (Raymond)  Keeler 
of  Ridgefield,  married  (1)  10  Oct.  1826,  Jane  Lewis,  dr. 
Capt.  Gershom  Sturges.  She  died  7  Jan.  1829.  He  married 
(2)  Ann  Eliza  Fowler  of  New  York. 

KENNEDY,  Peter  who  died  of  cholera,  lived  near  the  upper 
wharves. 
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KNAPP,  Captain  Wilson ,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Wilson) 
Knap,  owned  the  house  (19)  later  the  home  of  Lewis  Burr. 
Here  the  Knap  family  lived  from  1813  until  after  Captain 
Knap’s  death  in  1822.  His  widow,  Clara,  as  guardian  for 
Mary  and  Catherine  Knap,  minors,  sold  the  property  to 
Lewis  Burr  in  1830.  That  same  year,  on  November  3, 
Catherine  Knap  married  Alden  Wilson,  Jr.  and  ten  years 
later — 22  Nov.  1840 — “Mrs.  Clara  Knap  married  Alden 
Wilson,  Sr.” 

KNAPP,  Ephraim,  owned  a  house  (2)  which  in  1813  he  sold  to 
Roswell  Wells. 

KNAPP,  James.  The  names  of  James  Knap,  Sr.  and  his  son, 
James  Knap,  Jr.  (who  married  19  Aug.  1792,  Abigail  Pen- 
field),  occur  often  in  the  land  records.  Abigail  Knap  died 
11  June  1804,  leaving  a  daughter,  Eliza,  and  a  son,  Squire, 
who  died  11  Nov.  1819,  aged  27.  James  Knap,  Jr.,  married 
again,  and  his  Black  Rock  property  was  distributed  in  1839 
after  his  death,  to  his  widow,  Cynthia  (Wheeler),  and  to 
his  children,  Eliza,  wife  of  Elnathan  T.  Webb,  Emeline,  wife 
of  Washington  Webb,  Abigail  (married  Philo  Gregory), 
Frederick,  Harriet,  and  Henry. 

LACY  (LACEY),  John  died  1793  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age. 

LACEY,  Mary,  consort  of  John  Lacey  died  1810  in  the  91st 
year  of  her  age  I  recollect  well  their  antiquated  home  with 
diamond  windows  seen  to  the  right  as  I  passed  to  my  father's 
woods ,  and  how  the  husband  bedridden  was  busied  in  sing - 
ing  Psalms ,  resolving  that  I  would  do  the  same  when  in  like 
circumstances. 

LEIGH,  William,  an  Englishman,  lived  in  Black  Rock  in  1850 
with  his  wife,  Rebecca,  and  four  children,  William,  a  coach 
lace  maker,  aged  27  (this  was  in  the  days  of  the  old  carriage 
shop  in  “the  Lane”) — Elizabeth,  21;  Lorine,  15;  and 
Frederick,  12. 

LEWIS,  Jonathan  of  Fairfield,  whose  daughter  Anne  married 
Caleb  Brewster,  was  a  shareholder  in  the  Middle  Wharf. 
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LOCKWOOD,  David 7  (Robert1,  Sgt.  Joseph2,  Robert3,  Gershom4, 
Gershom5),  son  of  Joseph6  Lockwood  of  Westport,  and 
Eunice  (Barlow)  Lockwood,  born  20  February  1811,  died 
22  Oct.  1885.  He  was  a  shoemaker,  in  early  youth  appren¬ 
ticed  by  his  father  to  Alanson  Allen,  and  came  to  Black 
Rock  about  1837,  when  he  bought  land  from  William 
Wheeler  and  built  a  home  near  the  church.  He  married 
(1)  Abigail  Jennings  Burr,  daughter  of  Noah  Burr.  He 
married  (2)  Phebe  Burton  (Tuttle)  Norman,  b.  30  Aug. 
1816.  His  daughter  by  his  second  marriage,  Helen  Melvina, 
married  Marcus  Henry  Mansfield  and  occupied  her  father’s 
house. 

LOCKWOOD,  Hezekiah,  son  of  Joseph  of  Westport,  bapt.  1 
Oct.  1815,  was  living  in  Black  Rock  in  1850. 

LYON,  Levi,  son  of  Nehemiah  Webb  and  Sarah  (Treadwell) 
Lyon  of  Weston,  born  14  Sept.  1788,  died  in  Bridgeport  25 
Aug.  1878.  He  and  his  wife  Ann  were  living  in  Black  Rock 
after  1850,  on  the  stage  road  at  the  corner  of  Brewster 
Street  above  “Lyon’s  Pond,”  long  since  filled  in  and  for¬ 
gotten  except  by  aged  skaters. 

MALTBIE,  John  (1769-1809),  son  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth 

(Allen)  Maltbie  or  Maltby.  He  married  8  Sept.  1803, 

Rachel  Mason,  daughter  of  Salathiel  and  Huldah  (Wheeler) 

Mason,  and  was  first  keeper  of  the  Black  Rock  Light  on 

Faverweather  Island  where  he  died  in  1809.  His  widow 
* 

later  left  Black  Rock  and  her  name  appears  on  various  deeds 
as  “Rachel  Eden  of  New  York  City.” 

McMULLEN,  Edward,  occupied  the  house  next  the  turpentine 
works,  burned  in  the  spectacular  fire  that  destroyed  the 
factory. 

MIDDLEBROOKS,  John  M.,  whose  occupation  is  given  as 
“boot  crimping,”  was  a  resident  in  1850.  The  members  of 
his  family  were  Rebecca,  aged  53,  Lucy  R.,  22,  Harriet,  14, 
and  Anna  H.,  10. 

MILLS,  Ruth,  living  in  Black  Rock  in  1850,  had  two  daughters, 
Mary  J.,  aged  22,  and  Eliza,  18. 
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MOORE,  Stephen  T keeper  of  the  Black  Rock  Light  from  1817 
until  his  death,  when  his  daughter,  Catherine  (Kate),  suc¬ 
ceeded  him.  The  story  is  that  Kate  Moore  kept  secret  the 
news  of  her  father’s  death  at  the  lighthouse  until  she  had 
received  from  Washington  the  confirmation  of  her  appoint¬ 
ment — a  week  later.  She  was  for  many  years  the  heroine  of 
other  tales  which  confirm  her  resourcefulness  and  courage. 
Her  record  of  faithful  performance  of  her  duties  was  perhaps 
never  fully  appreciated  by  her  fellow-townspeople  in  a  day 
when  “credit  for  public  service  was  a  masculine  prerogative.” 
The  Moore  family  in  1850  included  Stephen,  aged  70,  his 
wife,  65;  Catharine,  30;  Mary,  24;  and  Alexander,  25. 

MOREHOUSE,  Stephen,  drowned  off  Black  Rock  harbor  28  Oct. 
1817,  son  of  William  and  Anne  (Burr)  Morehouse,  was 
baptized  20  May  1787.  His  widow,  Sally  (Bibbins),  died 
23  Nov.  1865,  aged  80.  The  family  lived  near  Holland 
Heights. 

MOULTON,  Sullivan,  “of  Greenwich,”  partner  with  William 
Hoyt  in  several  transactions  about  1820. 

MURREN  or  MURRAIN,  Meeker, — son  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
Murren,  baptized  at  Greenfield  Hill  29  Jan.  1764. 

NICHOLS,  William7  (Sgt.  Francis1,  Isaac2,  Isaac3,  Richard4, 
Theophilus5,  Philip6),  born  10  March  1755,  died  21  July 
1837.  He  served  in  action  at  Ridgefield.  By  his  first  mar¬ 
riage — with  Patience  Edwards — he  had  seven  daughters, — 
by  his  second — with  Huldah  Downs — he  had  seven  sons. 
His  children  included:  Sarah  (married  Isaac  Seeley); 
Mehitable  (married  Asa  Beardslee)  ;  Prudence  (married 
Capt.  William  Goodsell)  ;  Hannah;  Anna  (married  Levi 
Lyon)  ;  Servena  (married  Abijah  Beardsley)  ;  Betsey  m. 
(1)  George  Remington;  David;  William  Hanford *;  Wake- 
man;  Elam;  Stephen;  and  Philip  Edwards.  Another  son 
died  an  infant. 

NICHOLS,  Captain  William *  Hanford,  born  26  Jan.  1799,  died 
26  Jan.  1838,  lived  in  Black  Rock,  where  he  bought  the 
property  overlooking  the  harbor,  formerly  belonging  to 
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Uriah  Bulkley  (13).  He  married,  17  July  1821,  Mary  Burr 
Bartram,  daughter  of  Captain  Job  and  Ruth  (Holberton) 
Bartram,  bapt.  12  May  1799,  died  16  March  1854.  Their 
children  included:  Mary  Frances,  b.  12  June  1824,  m.  13 
Sept.  1847,  Jonathan  Beers;  Hanford*;  Catharine  Jane, 
b.  4  April  1829,  m.  1  June  1858,  Samuel  Wheeler  Baldwin; 
Georgiana,  b.  7  Dec.  1831,  m.  30  Jan.  1856,  Dr.  Clement  A. 
Walker;  Charles  William,  b.  3  Dec.  1834,  d.  6  April  1866, 
m.  10  May  1859,  Sarah  Frances  Penfield,  dr.  of  Charles  and 
Eliza  (Baldwin)  Penfield. 

NICHOLS,  Captain  Hanford*,  born  4  Feb.  1827,  died  25  May 
1881,  lived  in  the  family  homestead.  He  married  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Thurston,  daughter  of  Jasper  and 
Frances  (Durando)  Thurston.  They  had  eight  children: 
Charles  Hanford,  Clarence  Thurston,  William  Henry, 
Clement  Walker,  Mary  Ransom,  Francis  Durando,  Georgi¬ 
ana,  Robert  Prescott. 

NICHOLS,  Hezekiah,  of  Fairfield  (son  of  Ephraim  and  Rebecca 
(Gold)  Nichols),  married  Ann  Penfield,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Mary  (Allen)  Penfield.  Their  children,  several  times 
mentioned  in  the  Journal,  included:  Allen,  Ann,  Silas, 
Hezekiah,  Elizabeth  (who  married  John  Gold  Allen),  Sarah 
(who  married  James  Allen),  Samuel  Allen,  and  Gershom. 

OGDEN,  John,  lived  in  Black  Rock  near  the  upper  wharves  about 
1845.  His  wife,  Laura  A.,  was  born  about  1827,  and  two 
of  their  children  were  Harriet,  born  1845,  and  John  William, 
1847. 

OLMSTEAD,  Ashbel  of  Fairfield,  married  Eliza  Eans  ( ?)  18 
July  1816. 

OLMSTEAD,  David  (1772-1850),  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Charles  or  Childs)  Olmstead  of  Derby.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Woodcock  of  Milford  (1764-1841)  and  was  a 
millwright.  He  died  in  Black  Rock  24  Feb.  1849. 

OLMSTEAD,  Hezekiah  (1771-1850)  married  17  Dec.  1793 
Hannah  Smith,  of  Patchog.  Their  three  children  given  in 
the  Olmstead  genealogy  are  Seymour,  who  died  29  Oct. 
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1796,  four  days  old,  Nancy,  born  2  Nov.  1797,  who  married 
27  Nov.  1823  Alanson  Allen ,  and  Joseph  Smith.  There 
were,  however,  other  children,  including  Eliza,  who  married 
25  Oct.  1829  Lewis  Burr.  She  died  16  July  1889. 

OSBORN,  Hezekiah,  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Beers)  Osborn 
of  Mill  Plain.  He  married  Nancy  Perry,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Sarah  (Bradley)  Perry.  After  “keeping  store”  at  Mill 
Plain,  going  to  sea  and  becoming  a  captain,  he  moved  to 
Black  Rock  where  he  lived  by  the  upper  wharves  (14). 
Later  he  and  his  family  moved  to  Verona,  N.  Y. 

PALMER,  George  H.,  who  died  3  Sept.  1867,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  David  Penfield.  They  lived  on  Brewster  Street 
and  had  three  sons,  William,  David,  and  Charles. 

PARROTT  (Parit,  Parritt,  Parrett),  Abraham  (1752-1817), 
lived  near  Ash  Creek.  Eliza  Wheeler,  his  granddaughter, 
writes:  “Pie  died  July  5,  1817,  aged  about  65  years.  He 
had  three  wives  and  ten  children.”  He  was  son  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Hubbell)  Parrott,  bapt.  22  July  1753.  One  of 
his  daughters,  Rhoda,  born  3  Jan.  1780,  died  26  Nov.  1808, 
married  William  Wheeler.  Another,  Eliza,  married  David 
Wheeler. 

PATCHEN  (Patchin)  David,  mentioned  as  Rhoda  (Parrott) 
Wheeler’s  greatuncle,  was  grandfather  of  Ephraim  Patchen 
(baptized  6  Oct.  1790)  possibly  the  E.  Patchen  drowned  in 
1803. 

PENFIELD,  David  (1769-1845),  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
James,  and  the  sale  of  the  mills  on  Ash  Creek,  came  in  1803 
to  Black  Rock  and  occupied  the  house  moved  by  Barlow 
Sturges  to  the  corner  above  the  Middle  Wharf  (10),  which 
he  bought,  together  with  the  three  shares  of  the  wharf  pre¬ 
viously  held  by  the  Sturges  brothers.  He  married,  7  Oct.  1804, 
Elizabeth  Bulkley,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Lewis)  Bulkley,  b.  12  June  1780,  d.  1  March  1871.  Three 
of  their  sons,  William,  Henry,  and  Samuel,  died  unmarried. 
Three  others,  Ephraim *,  George *,  and  Benjamin *,  lived  in 
Black  Rock.  Captain  Charles  Penfield ,  b.  22  May  1805, 
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occupied  the  Silliman  house  (7)  for  a  few  years,  then  moved 
to  Bridgeport.  Mary  married  George  H.  Palmer,  and 
Elizabeth  married  (1)  George  T.  Solley  and  (2)  John  Y. 
Provost,  remaining  in  Black  Rock. 

PENFIELD,  Captain  Ephraim  Lewis*,  born  18  July  1809,  died 
29  Jan.  1880.  He  lived  in  his  father’s  homestead  until  after 
the  Civil  War.  He  married  (1)  Mary  Ann  Clark;  (2) 
Roxana  (Wyckoff)  Palmer.  Of  his  four  children,  one  died 
in  infancy;  Mary  Catherine  married  James  Gray;  Samuel 
Edgar  married,  7  Nov.  1866,  Elizabeth  Howick  French; 
and  Captain  George  Mortimer  married  (1)  Zella  Irene  Jen¬ 
nings  of  Brooklyn  ;  (2)  Cornelia  Adelaide  Penfield,  daughter 
of  Benjamin. 

PENFIELD,  Captain  Benjamin *,  born  16  Oct.  1807,  died  6  Nov. 
1882.  He  bought  the  Gershom  Sturges  house  (9)  shortly 
after  his  marriage  8  Oct.  1832  to  Henrietta  Allen,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Deborah  (Disbrow)  Allen  of  Westport. 
He  was  master  and  owner  of  the  “Wonder,”  sailing  from 
Bridgeport  to  New  York.  He  had  six  children:  William 
Henry;  Cornelia  Adelaide ;  Caroline  Elizabeth;  John  Ben¬ 
jamin;  Martha  Clinton  (who  married  George  B.  Nichols  of 
Newark)  ;  and  a  daughter  who  died  in  infancy. 

PENFIELD,  George *,  born  29  May  1811,  died  1  June  1880.  He 
lived  near  Ash  Creek  in  a  house  later  occupied  by  his  son 
and  daughter.  He  married  2  May  1839,  Charlotte  Golding, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Golding.  Of  their  eight  children, 
George  Oscar  and  Virginia  Elizabeth  lived  in  Black  Rock, 
occupying  their  father’s  house  until  about  1905.  Three  sons 
died  in  childhood ;  two,  Milton  Roof  and  James  Golding, 
followed  the  sea;  and  a  daughter,  Mary  Jane,  died  in  1893. 

PENFIELD,  Samuel  (1734-1811),  lived  in  Fairfield,  where  he 
owned  the  Sun  Tavern  on  the  Green.  He  was  a  brother  of 
James  Penfield,  Sr.  and  father  of  Josiah,  drowned  in  1784. 
His  son,  Henry  L.  Penfield  of  Rye,  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Peter  Perry,  and  with  her  transferred  a  share  of  the 
Perry  wharf  property  to  Bradley  Perry. 


8&*k  TRAVStLSfl,  Gea,  tf,  PaaflaM,  Commander. 


FAMILY  INDEX 


179 


PERRY,  Bradley  (1785-1830),  son  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Bradley) 
Perry  of  Mill  Plain,  came  to  Black  Rock  about  1820,  pur¬ 
chased  the  Riley  store  and  wharf  and  lived  in  the  house 
later  the  property  of  Captain  Holdredge.  He  had  three 
daughters,  Catharine,  Julia  and  Sarah.  His  widow,  Julia 
(daughter  of  Walter  Thorp),  married  Rufus  Hoyt . 

PERRY,  Seth ,  born  9  April  1780,  died  1866,  married  Kate 
Stoddard.  He  bought  the  store,  house  and  wharf  that  had 
been  property  of  his  brother-in-law,  Hezekiah  Osborn,  in 
1812.  He  was  a  merchant  and  ship-owner.  His  house 
(21)  stood  at  Brewster  Street  and  Grovers  Avenue  and  was 
subsequently  occupied  by  his  son,  Robert  Perry. 

PLUMB,  John,  long  resident  in  Black  Rock,  was  born  in  1796, 
and  his  wife  Sally  about  1807.  Their  children  included 
Frederick,  born  about  1831;  Sarah,  1836;  and  Leonard  G., 
1844. 

PROVOST,  John  Youngs 6  (Elias1,  Johannes2,  Johannes3, 
Daniel4),  son  of  Daniel5  and  Lydia  (Jones)  Provost,  born 
13  Oct.  1811,  died  8  Jan.  1892.  He  married  (1)  24  Nov. 
1834,  Mary  Wilmot,  and  (2)  24  Oct.  1877,  Elizabeth  (Pen- 
field)  Solley.  His  children,  all  by  his  first  marriage,  were: 
Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  15  Aug.  1835,  m.  14  May  1854,  Joseph  L. 
Chapman  of  Damariscotta,  Maine;  Anna  A.,  b.  28  June 
1838,  m.  27  Nov.  1867,  Theodore  Fox  of  South  Norwalk; 
Eliza  Frances,  b.  16  Sept.  1840,  m.  3  Feb.  1864,  Bradley 
Banks  of  Easton;  and  John  H.,  b.  27  June  1848,  m.  (1) 
28  Dec.  1870,  Julia  M.  Olmstead,  and  (2)  25  Oct.  1881, 
Annette  Evans.  The  Provost  homestead  was  on  Brewster 
Street.  (The  family  name  was  originally  Provoost — of 
Knickerbocker  origin.) 

RANSOM,  Thomas,  died  15  May  1888.  He  was  a  merchant  in 
Black  Rock  and  later  in  Bridgeport.  He  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Captain  Job  Bartram,  b.  1808,  d.  25  Jan.  1892. 
They  had  five  children,  Mary  Gardner,  d.  13  Jan.  1881,  aged 
44;  William,  d.  31  May,  1893,  aged  42;  Robert  Clinton, 
d.  11  Oct.  1840,  aged  13  months;  Thomas  Bartram,  d.  14 
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Feb.  1832,  aged  2  years,  and  Cornelia  R.,  d.  26  Feb.  1837, 
aged  2. 

RAYMOND,  Curtis ,  son  of  Sturges  and  Finetta  (Banks)  Ray¬ 
mond  of  Greenfield,  died  in  Black  Rock  27  July,  1880.  He 
married  Charlotte  Ruth  Henrietta  of  Brooklyn,  and  made  his 
home  on  Ellsworth  Street,  later  occupied  by  his  son,  Henry 
Casper  Raymond ,  married  Hattie  E.  Banks,  dr.  Abram  and 
Sarah  (Goodsell)  Banks  of  Greenfield. 

READ,  Samuel ,  lived  on  the  stage  road  near  Ellsworth  Street 
about  1800. 

REW,  Rev.  Edward  T .,  son  of  John  Rew  of  North  Carolina,  born 
10  April  1821,  died  4  June  1889.  He  married  10  April  1844, 
Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  Jesse  Olmstead  of  Norwalk.  His 
son  Edward,  with  Eliphalet  Walker,  formed  the  firm  of  Rew 
&  Walker  at  the  Black  Rock  shipyard.  The  children  of 
Edward  T.  and  Mary  Jane  Rew  were:  Jesse,  b.  14  Aug. 
1846;  Sarah  Elizabeth,  b.  24  Dec.  1847;  Mary  Jane,  b.  10 
July,  1849,  married  Rufu^  J.  Banks;  Edward  T.,  her  twin, 
d.  14  July,  1849:  Edward  T.,  b.  28  June,  1856;  and  John 
Aurelian,  b.  3  Oct.  1857,  drowned  in  Black  Rock  harbor, 
31  Dec.  1872. 

RILEY,  Terence,  from  Staten  Island,  came  to  Black  Rock  in  1803, 
when  he  purchased  John  Wheeler’s  house,  store,  and  wharf, 
and  also  another  wharf,  originally  surveyed  for  Philo  Rug- 
gles.  His  business  ventures  were  over-extended  and  after 
his  sudden  death  in  New  York,  his  property  was  taken  over 
by  his  creditors.  He  left  a  widow,  Sarah,  and  a  daughter, 
Eliza. 

RUGGLES,  Philo,  original  proprietor  of  wharf  laid  out  later  to 
John  Wheeler.  Fie  was  from  Milford  and  married  21 
July  1799,  Ellen  Bulkley  of  Greenfield.  He  died  shortly 
afterwards. 

SAYRE,  Rev.  James,  of  the  Episcopal  church  in  Fairfield,  after 
a  vain  appeal  to  Tryon  to  save  his  house  in  1779,  lost  all  of 
his  property  and  with  his  family  left  Fairfield  in  the  British 
man-of-war.  He  later  returned  and  continued  his  ministry 
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until  his  death  in  1798.  He  was  part-owner  of  the  Middle 
Wharf.  Of  his  four  daughters,  Jane  married  Uriah  Bulk- 
ley ,  and  his  son  Dennie  owned  the  property  in  Black  Rock, 
where  other  members  of  the  family  were  frequent  visitors. 

SCOFIELD,  Jesse ,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Hol- 
berton.  In  1850  they  had  one  daughter,  Mary,  living  with 
them,  and  their  granddaughter,  Mary  L.  Camp. 

SEELEY,  St  urges,  in  1850,  lived  on  Ellsworth  Street  in  a  house 
still  occupied  by  his  family.  His  daughter,  Martha,  married 
30  July  1880,  William  C.  Harrison  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

SILLIMAN,  Anna,  wife  of  William  Silliman  died  1776  aged  19 
her  monument  is  large,  full  of  verses  almost  romantic 
her  husband  died  in  the  western  country.  He  was  by  some 
called  a  simple  man,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  shall  always  with 
pleasure  remember  him  as  a  friend  that  helped  me  along  in 
Religion,  often  stopping  me  as  I  past  his  house  to  talk  on 
sacred  subjects  in  (to  me)  a  most  pleasing  way — we  are 
never  enough  thankful  to  our  human  friends  that  would  save 
us  from  eternal  despair. 

SILLIMAN,  Captain  Joseph 4  (Daniel1,  Robert2,  Nathaniel3), 
(1732-1788),  married  in  1762  Christiania  (or  Christian) 
Hubbell,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Penelope  (Fayerweather) 
Hubbell.  They  lived  in  the  house  built  by  Captain  Silliman 
on  Grovers  Avenue  (7)  where  their  five  children  were  born, 
Nathaniel*,  Sarah,  Mary,  Rhoda,  and  Phebe. 

SILLIMAN,  Captain  Nathaniel *  (1763-1795),  lived  in  the  old 
homestead  and  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  Wheeler  house, 
where  he  told  many  sea  stories  none  probably  so  tragic  as 
that  of  his  own  death,  narrated  by  the  Journal. 

SILLIMAN,  Seth  died  1808  aged  67  I  knew  the  amiable  man 
well...  His  ancestor  Capt.  Silliman  tradition  reports  to 
have  enlisted  and  taken  out  a  company  to  Cartagena  in  1741, 
few  ever  returned — 20,000  Englishmen  perished  by  the 
unhealthy  climate — Silliman  was  glad  to  escape,  having,  it 
is  said,  sold  his  commission  for  a  hogshead  of  molasses. 
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SKINNER,  John,  living  in  Black  Rock  in  1850  and  his  wife, 
Catharine,  had  two  sons  in  1850,  Roger  Sherman,  aged  4 
and  Willie  Perry,  2. 

SMITH,  Aaron,  born  16  July  1815,  died  16  April  1886,  son  of 
David  and  Margaret  (Lane)  Smith,  married  25  Oct.  1838, 
Margaret  Calderwood,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Charity 
(Hall)  Calderwood,  born  1  Aug.  1815,  died  2  May  1900. 
He  and  his  family  sailed  from  North  Haven,  Maine,  in  a 
schooner,  settling  in  Black  Rock,  where  they  lived,  next  to 
the  Ransom  house  in  “the  lane”  now  Calderwood  Street. 
Two  children  died  young,  the  others  were  Black  Rock  resi¬ 
dents, — Jeremiah  (married  Jane  M.  Green  of  Milford)  ; 
Viola  Jane  (married  George  A.  Gould,  son  of  Morris 
Gould)  ;  Orland;  Fairfield;  and  Joseph  (married  Sarah 
W.  Allen,  daughter  of  Captain  Charles  Allen). 

SMITH,  David,  son  of  Reuben  and  Eleanor  (Williams)  Smith 
of  Greenfield,  bapt.  18  Feb.  1796,  married  Elizabeth,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Alanson  Allen. 

SOLLEY,  George  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  and  Melinda  (Lan¬ 
ders)  Solley,  born  18  Jan.  1823,  died  12  Sept.  1872.  He 
married  in  1848,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  David  Pen  field. 
They  had  no  children,  but  adopted  a  daughter,  Mary  Ann 
Howell,  who  married  Charles  J.  Palmer. 

SPENCER,  Cyrus  P.,  from  Damariscotta,  Maine,  married  14  Nov. 
1853,  Maria  S.  Banks,  and  lived  on  Ellsworth  Street. 

SQUIRE,  Captain  Samuel4  of  Fairfield  (George1,  Ensign  Samuel2), 
son  of  Lieut.  Samuel3  and  Mary  (Silliman)  Squire,  part- 
owner  of  the  Middle  Wharf,  and  original  owner  of  the 
Squire  Wharf,  lived  near  the  Penfield  Mills  on  the  old  road, 
and  his  children  are  mentioned  frequently  in  the  Journal  and 
in  the  records.  He  married  (1)  Abigail  Maltbie,  (2)  Abi¬ 
gail  Squire,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Rumsey)  Squire, 
and  (3)  Ellen  Gold,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Ellen  (Burr) 
Gold.  His  seven  children  were :  Samuel;  Sarah  (who 
married  Daniel  Wilson)  ;  John;  David  (injured  at  the  fort 
in  1779)  ;  Abigail  (married  Isaac  Jarvis)  ;  George;  and 
William. 
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SQUIRE,  Captain  John,  his  brother,  built  a  house  (6)  near  the 
Money  Beach  about  1762.  He  married  (1)  Deborah  Smith, 
(2)  Mary  Harper  of  Martha’s  Vineyard,  and  (3)  Lydea 
(Taylor)  Jarvis  of  Norwalk,  whose  son,  Isaac  Jarvis,  Jr., 
became  a  member  of  his  household.  His  own  children 
included  Deborah;  Mary;  John;  Lydea;  Peter;  Lydea 
(2d)  who  married  John  Wheeler,  as  his  first  wife;  and 
James  who,  with  his  son  Peter,  died  in  camp  at  Plattsburgh. 

SQUIRE,  Captain  Joseph4  (George1,  Ensign  Samuel2),  son  of 
Joseph3  and  Abigail  (Hill)  Squire,  first  cousin  of  Captain 
John  and  Captain  Samuel,  lived  in  Fairfield,  but  owned 
property  in  Black  Rock.  He  married  Mehitable,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Wakeman  Burr.  His  children 
were:  Joseph ,  who  married  (1)  Sarah,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Andrew  Eliot  and  (2)  Ann  Wetmore;  Ebenezer,  who 
married  Mary  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Capt.  Ichabod,  and 
had  thirteen  children  occasionally  mentioned  in  their  uncle’s 
Journal;  Abigail,  who  married  Ebenezer  Jessup;  Sarah, 
who  married  Walter  Carson;  Elizabeth;  Andrew;  George; 
and  Mehitable,  who  married  David  Jennings. 

STAPLES,  Thomas,  Jr.  and  Walter,  are  mentioned  in  the  census 
of  1800  as  living  near  the  creek  by  the  mills,  and  in  1820  the 
name  of  Samuel  Staples  occurs  in  the  wharf  daybook  of 
David  Penfield,  so  that  the  family  was  resident  in  Black 
Rock  over  at  least  that  period  of  time. 

STURGES, — Four  of  the  children  of  Seth  Sturges  and  his  wife, 
Mary  (daughter  of  Peter  Burr),  of  Fairfield,  were  residents 
of  Black  Rock: — 

STURGES,  Captain  Benjamin 8  (Benjamin1,  Seth2),  who  in  1783 
married  Thankful  Darrow,  moved  to  Southport. 

STURGES,  Captain  Barlow,  his  brother  (1769-1819),  after  a 
brief  sojourn  during  which  he  managed  a  tavern  (10)  at  the 
Middle  Wharf,  moved  to  Compo  and  later  to  Ohio  where 
he  died.  He  married  in  1789,  Eunice  Osborn.  They  had 
two  sons,  Frederick,  b.  1  Aug.  1790,  and  Barlow,  b.  7  Aug. 
1793. 
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STURGES,  Captain  Gershom,  the  third  brother  (born  1  June 
1773,  died  17  March  1835),  remained  in  Black  Rock  where, 
after  his  third-share  of  the  Middle  Wharf,  with  those  of 
Barlow  and  Benjamin,  had  been  sold  to  David  Penfield,  he 
transferred  his  business  to  the  upper  wharves,  with  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  store-keeping  partners.  He  married  (1)  6  Dec. 
1807,  Elizabeth  Lewis  (6  Jan.  1783-2  May  1817),  and  (2) 
21  Sept.  1818  Elizabeth  Rowland.  Three  children,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Mary  Ann,  and  Jonathan,  died  in  infancy;  Jane  Lewis, 
b.  19  Aug.  1808,  d.  7  Jan.  1829,  m.  12  Oct.  1826,  Rufus 
Keeler.  One  son  survived  him, — George  Burr  Sturges,  b. 
3  Dec.  1809,  m.  1835,  Harriet  Young  of  Montreal,  and  after 
selling  the  family  homestead  to  Benjamin  Penfield,  moved 
to  Brooklyn  and  then  to  Peoria,  Ill.,  where  he  died  24  Nov. 
1870. 

STURGES,  Eunice,  a  sister,  married  Captain  Woodhull. 

STURGES,  David  Hull 5  (Benjamin1,  Seth2,  Seth3,  Jr.),  son  of 
Jonathan4  and  Sarah  (Hull)  Sturges,  born  in  Fairfield  30 
Aug.  1844,  married  Sarah  Eliza  Gould,  daughter  of  Morris 
and  Fanny  (Wilson)  Gould,  born  5  April  1844,  died  23 
April  1872.  He  lived  on  Ellsworth  Street,  next  to  the 
Congregational  Church. 

THORP,  Captain  Walter,  son  of  Captain  Eliphalet  and  Eunice 
Thorp  of  Fairfield  (baptized  18  Feb.  1770,  d.  21  Oct.  1837), 
married  Ruamah  Wakeman.  He  came  to  Black  Rock  early 
in  the  nineteenth  century,  first  occupying  the  Silliman  house 
(7)  and  then  building  his  own  home  (12)  next  to  David 
Penfield  on  the  new  road  (now  Seabright  Avenue).  His 
children  included:  Wakeman,  bapt.  21  Jan.  1794  (married 
8  Sept.  1817,  Marietta  Osborn)  ;  Edward,  bapt.  19  June, 
1803,  d.  17  Feb.  1831 ;  Walter,  Jr.,  b.  1813,  drowned  24  Sept. 
1818;  George  (who  died  9  Sept.  1817  in  North  Carolina)  ; 
Charles  (who  married  14  Nov.  1824,  Almira  Beers)  ; 
Eunice,  bapt.  21  Jan.  1794;  Miranda,  bapt.  21  Jan.  1794, 
married  Jonathan  Bulkeley;  Julia  Anna,  bapt.  3  Feb.  1798, 
m.  (1)  17  Nov.  1817,  Bradley  Perry,  and  (2)  1  April 
1832,  Rufus  Hoyt;  Mary  Wakeman,  bapt.  2  Feb.  1800, 
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m.  John  Gould;  Delia  Marcia,  bapt.  30  June  1805,  m.  John 
Beardsley;  and  Priscilla,  m.  Henry  Beers. 

TRUBEE,  David 4  (Andris1,  Ansel2),  son  of  Samuel  Comfort3 
and  Elizabeth  (Curtiss)  Trubee,  lived  in  the  house  (now 
remodeled)  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Ellsworth  Street  and 
Fairfield  Avenue,  later  home  of  Elhanan  Fyler.  He  married 
Sarah  Gifford  Doane,  and  was  resident  in  Black  Rock  in 
1867. 

TURNEY — Several  of  the  Turney  family  occupied  homesteads 
across  the  creek,  and  are  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
Journal,  although  Captain  Andrew  Turney  alone  owned 
Black  Rock  property. 

TURNEY,  Aaron  of  Fairfield,  served  at  the  Battery  in  Black 
Rock  in  1779,  and  in  1782  as  2d  Lieutenant  under  Capt. 
W oodhull  on  the  “Spy,”  “Fox,”  and  “Firebrand.” 

TURNEY,  Captain  Andrew ,  bought  in  1839  Munson  Gray’s 
house,  barn,  wharf -lot,  and  store. 

TURNEY,  John,  son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Gold)  Turney,  born 
20  Oct.  1767,  died  6  Dec.  1807.  He  married  Eunice, 
daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  (Burr)  Penfield,  b.  28  Feb. 
1773. 

WAKEMAN,  Wyllis,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Eunice  (Bradley) 
Wakeman  of  Greenfield  Hill,  born  4  July  1794,  died  15  Feb. 
1848.  He  married  31  Oct.  1819,  Anna  Jennings,  born  2 
June  1796.  Of  his  four  sons,  the  eldest,  James  Henry ,  b.  21 
March  1821,  d.  12  Nov.  1876,  also  lived  in  Black  Rock  on 
Ellsworth  Street.  He  married  (1)  29  Sept.  1846,  Catharine 
Beach,  b.  27  Oct.  1826,  d.  28  Aug.  1855,  and  (2)  6  June 
1859,  Sarah  M.  Beardsley.  Of  his  six  children,  none 
remained  in  Black  Rock. 

WHEELER  Family.  The  “History  of  the  Wheeler  Family  in  America,” 
compiled  by  Albert  G.  Wheeler,  Jr.,  traces  the  several  branches  of  the 
Fairfield  pioneers,  but  omits  a  few  lines.  For  the  most  part,  these  are 
to  be  included  in  D.  L.  Jacobus’  “First  Families  of  Fairfield,”  so  that 
the  following  notes  concern  individuals  mentioned  in  the  Journal.  The 
most  important  source,  William  Wheeler  himself,  supplies  several  dates 
in  the  first  pages  of  his  record: 
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“My  Grandfather  had  2  wives — I  am  told  he  had  one  Son  only 
(John)  by  his  first  wife  he  had  several  children  daughters 
&  by  his  last  wife  Lydia  he  had  5  sons,  Obadiah,  Daniel, 
Jabez,  Ichabod  &  John,  and  died  in  his  92d  year. 

Obadiah  had  3  sons,  Ezra,  Josiah  &  Abram 
Ichabod  Wheeler  was  born  Jan.  11  1725/6 

Married  to  Deborah  Burr  January  1st  1752 
She  was  born  May  14th  Old  Stile  1730 
They  have  3  children  Mary  born  May  21st  1756 
Myserf  Wm  Wheeler  Born  July  12th  1762  &  John 

{Note  interposed — William  Wheeler  died  at  sunrise  January  28th,  1845,  aged 
82  yrs.  6  mo.  16  dys.)  &  John  February  24th,  1765. 

(John  Wheeler  died  February  13,  18.46,  at  halfpast  nine  in  the  evening 
aetat  81.) 

Obadiah  Wheeler  died  November  6th  1753 

My  grandfather  John  Wheeler  died  March  29th  1754  in  the 
92  year  of  his  age. 

My  father  Ichabod  died  September  14th  1806  in  the  81st  year 
of  his  Age. 

My  wife  Rhoda  Parrit  born  Jan.  3,  1780,  died  Nov.  26,  1808. 

My  son  William  born  June  7,  1802 

Eliza  born  April  7th  1804  Died  June  15th,  1839.” 

In  addition  to  this  and  other  data  in  the  Journal,  a  few  important  and 
hitherto  unrecorded  details  concerning  the  family  have  been  discovered 
in  various  records  consulted  in  the  preparation  of  this  book,  and  are 
included  in  the  following  brief  summary  of  Wheelers  resident  in 
Black  Rock. 

WHEELER,  Sergeant  John2  (Thomas1),  died  in  Black  Rock  in 
1690.  His  first  wife  was  Judith  Turney,  his  second,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Rowland.  His  children  included  Judith,  John *,  Eliza¬ 
beth  (married  Daniel  Comstock),  Thomas  (see  page  5), 
Mary,  Rebecca,  Joseph,  Abigail  (married  John  Brinsmade), 
Obediah,  Ann  (married  Lemuel  Sherwood),  Jonathan *, 
David*,  and  Hannah  (married  Samuel,  son  of  Isaac 
Wheeler),  whose  daughter,  Hannah  Wheeler,  married  (1) 
Dr.  John  Wheeler  of  Stratfield  and  (2)  Robert  Chauncy. 
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WHEELER  John*3,  married  (1)  Abigail  Burr,  and  (2)  Lydia 
Porter  of  Windsor.  His  children,  summarized  by  William 
Wheeler  above,  included : 

John 4  (1694-1725/6)  m.  Elizabeth  Burr,  and  had  two 
children,  John,  bapt.  1725  and  Abigail,  who  inherited 
her  father’s  house  (3b — see  page  128). 

Sarah,  Abigail,  Mary,  Elizabeth  and  Judith  Ann. 

ObediahJ  (1716-1753),  who,  with  his  wife  Mary,  lived  in 
Black  Rock.  Two  sons,  Josiah  and  Abram ,  moved  to 
Redding,  about  1779,  and  the  remaining  brother,  Ezra, 
settled  in  Weston  in  1788. 

Daniel 4  (1718-  )  left  Black  Rock  about  1745. 

Ichabod 4  (1725/6-1806)  lived  in  Black  Rock  in  the  house 
built  for  his  eldest  brother  (3b).  Of  his  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Mary  (1756-1828)  married  29  June  1776,  Ebe- 
nezer  Squire;  William,  author  of  the  Journal,  married 
13  April  1800,  Rhoda  Parrit,  and  had  two  children, 
William  and  Elisa.  William  Wheeler,  Jr.,  and  his 
wife  Almira,  were  residents  of  Black  Rock.  He  died 
12  July  1878,  and  she  died  13  May  1879,  leaving  no 
children.  The  third  child  of  Captain  Ichabod,  John 
Wheeler,  married  (1)  Lydia  Squire ,  dr.  of  Capt.  John 
and  Lydia  (Taylor)  Squire,  b.  30  June  1769,  d.  24 
May  1799,  and  (2)  22  Aug.  1799,  Catherine  Holber- 
ton,  dr.  Capt.  Thomas  Holberton.  By  his  first  mar¬ 
riage  he  had  three  children,  Deborah,  George,  and 
Lydia,  and  by  his  second  marriage  six  others.  He 
moved  to  Westmoreland,  N.  Y.,  but  frequentfy  visited 
his  brother. 

John 4,  b.  3  June  1729,  d.  3  Feb.  1819,  was  named  after 
his  deceased  eldest  brother.  He  lived  in  Black  Rock 
only  a  short  time  before  moving  to  North  Fairfield. 

WHEELER,  Jonathan3,  born  1686,  died  20  Feb.  1772,  married 
Abigail,  daughter  of  Timothy  Wheeler.  Three  of  their 
children  were  Sarah,  who  married  Jonathan  Cope;  Jona¬ 
than 5,  Jr.,  referred  to  by  William  Wheeler  as  “an  odd 

fellow”;  and  Abel3,  b.  1737,  d.  26  March  1772,  m.  Rebeckah 
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Whitear,  who  had  one  daughter,  Huldah  (see  footnote,  page 
48). 

WHEELER,  David3  (1689-1775),  married  (1)  20  March  1716 
Esther  Nichols  and  (2)  Martha  (Morehouse?).  He  had  at 
least  four  children,  Temperance,  Patience,  Eunice,  and  David. 

David 4  (always  referred  to  in  the  land  records  as  David 
Wheeler,  3d,  because  of  another  David  of  Stratfield) 
b.  1726,  d.  10  May  1806,  m.  Lois,  dr.  Robert  and 
Hannah  (Wheeler)  Chauncy.  They  had  at  least  three 
daughters, — Patience  (married  Nathan  Thorp),  Biat 
(married  Ammon  Johnson)  and  Lois  (married  John 
Perry),  and  two  sons,  Nichols 5,  who  d.  unm.  and 
Chauncy 5,  b.  17  Dec.  1751,  d.  2  April  1803,  m.  12  Oct. 
1781,  Caroline  Matilda,  dr.  Nathaniel  Beers  of  Strat¬ 
ford.  The  nine  children  left  by  Chauncy’s  death 
(page  71 )  included  Patience,  b.  18  Aug.  1782 ;  Huldah, 
b.  28  March  1784;  David,  b.  4  May  1786;  Phebe, 
b.  5  April  1789;  Lois,  b.  14  Sept.  1791;  Nichols 
Chauncy,  b.  26  Dec.  1793,  d.  6  Feb.  1859;  Nathaniel, 
b.  1796;  Caroline ,  b.  5  Oct.  1798;  and  Simeon,  b.  4 
March  1801,  m.  1  Feb.  1824,  Betsy  Ann  Brown. 

Simeon 6  lived  in  Black  Rock,  where  four  children 
are  mentioned  in  1850, — Stratton  Theodore  (  ?)  ; 
Howard  Washington;  William  Augustus;  and 
Elizabeth  Frances. 

WELLS,  Roswell,  son  of  Gideon,  married  in  1813,  Marietta 
Gould,  daughter  of  Medad  and  Elizabeth  (Jackson)  Gould. 
His  daughter,  Eliza,  married  Thomas  Ward  Taylor.  She 
died  18  Nov.  1842,  aged  27.  The  Wells  family  occupied 
the  old  Jonathan  Wheeler  house  (2). 

WHITNEY, — Several  families  of  this  name  appear  in  the  Black 
Rock  records. 

WHITNEY,  Roswell,  living  in  Black  Rock  in  1850,  born  about 
1807,  had  a  wife  Eliza,  born  about  1810,  a  daughter,  Mary, 
aged  9  and  a  son,  Augustus  S.,  aged  8.  Members  of  the 
same  household  were  Raymond  Whitney,  aged  45,  Marinda, 
44,  and  Charles  S.,  12. 
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WILSON,  Captain  James  (cousin  of  William  Wheeler),  who 
built  a  house  (16)  in  Black  Rock  in  1767,  was  son  of 
Robert  and  Catherine  (Burr)  Wilson,  born  1742/3,  died 
in  Newfoundland  12  Oct.  1773.  His  wife,  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Morris,  died  29  March  1771,  in  her 
26th  year.  William  Wheeler  says  of  him  that  he  went 
commander  of  the  Ship  Duff  (?)  &  Missionaries  to  the 
S.  Seas ,  was  taken  prisoner  and  sold  to  Hyder  Ali  by  the 
French —  He  escaped  from  the  castle  by  dropping  40  feet 
from  its  walls  down  to  the  river.  A  boy  followed  him,  whom 
he  caught  in  his  arms.  He  swam  four  branches  of  the  river 
that  night,  another  he  crossed  in  a  canoe — he  then  came  to 
the  largest  stream  and  how  long  he  was  crossing  it,  he  did 
not  know,  thought  he  might  have  been  asleep,  left  the  boy 
behind  (as  he  could  not  swim),  was  taken  again,  stripped 
naked,  tied,  marched  40  miles  with  the  distance  he  swam  that 
day  and  night — returned  to  his  former  prison,  from  thence 
had  to  march  500  miles  on  foot,  full  of  sores,  chained  to 
another  soldier,  to  Hyder’ s  presence,  urged  to  enlist,  put  in 
prison  for  23  months —  They  employed  themselves  to  catch 
white  ants  to  fry  them.  When  exchanged,  only  32  remained 
of  153 —  When  among  his  friends,  he  began  to  think  of 
new  services, — so  strong  is  hope.  He  built  in  Black  Rock 
(16)  but  his  son  James,  Jr.,  lived  in  Stratfield. 

WILSON,  Amos,  son  of  Robert  and  Catherine  (Burr)  Wilson, 
born  1764,  married  (1)  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Margaret  Lacy  who  died  23  June  1795,  aged  27.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (2)  Phebe  Bangs  (1765-1842).  He,  with  John  Squire 
Wilson,  was  interested  in  a  wharf -store  early  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century.  His  children  were:  James  Benjamin*; 
Catherine  (1786-  ?  ),  married  John  Squire  Wilson,  son 
of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Squire)  Wilson;  Ruth  (1788-1867), 
married  Moses  Gould;  Benjamin;  Eleazar  (1792-1856), 
married  Grisel  Brothwell  (1788-1871)  ;  Laura  (1800-1880), 
married  Jonathan  Sturges  of  Fairfield  (1801-1875); 
Mildred  (1807-1847). 
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WILSON,  James  Benjamin*,  son  of  Amos,  born  1798,  died  1872, 
married  Maria  Brothwell  (1799-1883).  His  children  were: 
Phebe  (married  William  Squire  Wilson,  son  of  John  Squire 
Wilson)  ;  Fanny  (married  (1)  Fairchild  Wilson,  (2)  Samuel 
French)  ;  Julia  (married  William  Wakeman)  ;  Amos  (1826- 
1828);  James  Burr  (married  (1)  Mary  I.  Sherwood, 
(2)  Elizabeth  Sturges,  daughter  of  Jonathan)  ;  Isaac  Bangs 
(married  Julia  Lockwood)  ;  Mary  Jane  (married  Abraham 
Morehouse)  ;  Lemuel  H.  (married  Cornelia  Morehouse). 

WILSON,  Daniel,  son  of  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  and  Mary  (Silliman) 
Wilson,  born  26  July  1747,  died  17  Aug.  1795.  He  mar¬ 
ried  20  April  1769,  Ann  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail 
(Maltbie)  Squire.  (His  sister  Ann  married  Samuel  Squire, 
Jr.)  His  children  were:  Daniel*;  David  (married  Betsey 
Bibbins)  ;  Samuel;  Sarah;  Mary  Silliman;  John  Squire. 

WILSON,  Daniel *,  son  of  Daniel,  born  1769,  died  14  May  1822. 
He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Staples) 
Jennings.  Their  children  were:  Daniel*,  b.  1792;  David 
Jennings,  b.  1794;  Ann,  b.  1796;  Maria,  b.  1799,  d.  8  May 
1850;  Sarah  Squire,  b.  1800;  Alanson,  b.  1802,  d.  28  Nov. 
1816;  Lavinia,  b.  17  April  1805,  d.  8  Sept.  1878  (married 
Captain  John  P.  Brittin)  ;  Levi,  b.  1811 ;  Mary,  b.  1814. 

WILSON,  Captain  Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  and  Anne  (Jennings) 
Wilson,  born  1792,  died  11  April  1854.  He  married  (1) 
25  Nov.  1820,  Maria,  daughter  of  David  and  Esther  (Brad¬ 
ley)  Keeler,  born  1797,  died  25  Nov.  1838.  He  married 
(2)  Harriet  Bradley  Keeler,  her  sister,  born  1807,  died 
9  July  1865.  His  children  (by  his  first  marriage)  were: 
William,  b.  1821,  d.  22  Aug.  1822;  Mary  Jane,  b.  1823,  d. 
8  May  1832;  Catherine  Augusta ,  b.  25  Jan.  1825,  married 
William  Morrison;  Daniel  David,  b.  4  Oct.  1826,  d.  May 
1846;  George  Keeler,  b.  24  Dec.  1828,  d.  15  Jan.  1859; 
Elizabeth  Keeler,  b.  4  Nov.  1831,  m.  21  March  1883,  James 
Morris  Turney  of  Newtown;  Samuel,  b.  15  Dec.  1868, 
d.  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  22  June  1863. 

WILSON,  Wakeman,  came  to  Black  Rock  about  1840.  He  is 
recorded  as  “of  Greenfield”  when  he  married,  3  Jan.  1841, 
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Jane  Kurd.  His  children  were  Jane;  Samuel;  Fanny; 
Georgiana;  William ;  and  Isabel.  He  lived  on  Grovers  Hill 
in  a  house  built  in  1806  by  James  Squire.  His  widow  Jane 
died  20  Oct.  1885,  aged  72.  His  son,  William,  married  Ida 
Lewis  of  Lime  Rock  Light  (“the  Grace  Darling  of 
America”) . 

WOODHULL,  Captain  Abraham  Cooper  of  Brookhaven,  L.  I., 
married  (1)  Jane,  daughter  of  Gilbert  Smith,  and  (2)  17 
April  1782,  Eunice,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Mary  (Burr) 
Sturges,  born  4  Aug.  1765,  died  in  Fairfield  21  Feb.  1836. 
After  his  death,  Eunice  Woodhull  taught  school  in  Fairfield. 
Their  children  included:  Mary,  b.  15  Nov.  1785;  Eunice, 
b.  8  Aug.  1791;  Isaac,  b.  1  March  1794;  Abraham  Cooper, 
b.  19  May  1798;  Samuel,  b.  5  Jan.  1800;  and  Richard, 
b.  15  Jan.  1802. 
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Since  the  Family  Index,  preceding,  has  been  alphabetically  1 
arranged,  this  is  not  included  in  the  following  General  Index.  J 


Abe  one,  shipwrecked  .  .  .  .  .  .  96 

Abeionia,  sails  from  Black  Rock  .....  86 

ABEL,  Gen.  Elijah,  mentioned  .....  68 

Academy,  Black  Rock,  struck  by  lightning  ...  96 

Advance,  sloop,  launched  .......  105 

African  church,  cornerstone  laid,  Bridgeport  .  .  .  114 

ALLEN,  “Widow,”  death,  10  Jan,  1828  ....  104 

Alanson,  marriage  to  Nancy  Olmstead  .  .  97 

child  dies  25  Nov,  1830  ....  107 

child  dies  17  July,  1835  .  .  .  .  114 

house  catches  fire,  1836  .  .  .  .  115 

homestead  .......  128 

Charles,  mentioned  ......  137 

David,  death,  21  March,  1812  ....  78 

G,  stable  falls,  1813  .....  80 

Mrs.  G,  death,  4  June,  1824  ....  97 

Henrietta,  marries  Benjamin  Penfield  .  .  110 

Thomas,  of  New  London,  mentioned  .  .  7 

Amos,  negro  drowns  himself  ......  100 

Amos,  negro,  hanged  at  Danbury  .....  83 

ANDERSON,  Mrs.  Anna,  arrives  from  Albany  .  .  84 

“Animal  magnetizer”  at  Fairfield  .....  123 

ANNABEL,  veteran,  death  ......  68 

Nancy,  death,  10  March,  1806  ...  74 

ANNSBURY  [Stansbury ?],  death . 124 

Anson,  arrives  from  St.  Bartholomew  ....  65 

ANTHONY,  Michael,  mentioned.  .  .  .  .80,  82,  84 

ARNOLD,  General  [Benedict]  at  Ridgefield,  1777  .  .  27 


194 


GENERAL  INDEX 


AYMAR,  Mrs.,  of  Bridgeport,  house  struck,  1842  .  .  122 

BAINBRIDGE,  Commodore,  at  Black  Rock,  1817  .  .  82 

BAKER,  “Widow,”  of  Old  Mill,  burned  to  death  .  .  90 

BALDWIN  [Dudley],  of  Greenfield,  dies  ....  60 

Tutor  at  Yale,  mentioned  ....  45 

BANKS,  Fanny,  marriage,  May,  1843  ....  123 

Jessup,  marriage,  20  May,  1818  ....  84 

Mrs.  Jessup,  death,  27  Sept.  1841  .  .  .  122 

BARBER,  of  Black  Rock,  mentioned  ....  108 

BARLOW,  Captain  David,  moves  to  Black  Rock  .  .  61 

sails  to  West  Indies  .  .  64 

return  .....  65 

Barlow’s  Plain,  mentioned  ......  29 

BARR,  Daniel  [Burr?],  death  8  Aug.,  1843  .  .  .  124 

BARTRAM,  Captain,  arrival  ......  52 

Mrs.  sprains  her  wrists  ....  121 

Barnabas,  marries  Deborah  Squire  .  .  70 

death,  29  June,  1805  ....  73 

Catharine,  marriage  to  Thomas  Ransom  .  104 

Ebenezer  (1732-1783),  wharf-owner  .  .  7 

release  from  prison-ship  ...  36 

Ebenezer,  Jr.,  “at  home”  ....  65 

removes  to  Westmoreland  ...  85 

homestead  ......  134 

George  Wfakeman],  shipmaster  .  .  .  110 

Captain  Job,  drowned  .....  83 

homestead . 131 

Joseph,  escape  from  prison  ship,  1780  .  .  32 

passenger  in  brig  .....  53 

Joseph,  Jr.,  marries  Elizabeth  Carpenter  .  106 

homestead  ......  134 

Mary  (Mrs.  Ebenezer),  death,  1806  .  .  74 

Mary,  marries  D.  Osborn,  Jr.  .  .  52 

Mary  (daughter  Job),  marries  W.  Nichols  .  93 

Phebe  Ann,  death  .  .  .  .  .  81 

Thomas,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  13,  33 

marriage,  16  Nov.,  1797  ...  68 

owner  of  Abeionia  ....  86 

death,  4  April,  1838  .  .  .  .  118 

purchase  of  property  .  .  .  131,  134 

Thomas  Burr,  homestead  ....  135 

Battery  Point,  shipwreck  .......  103 

BEACH,  Dr.,  singing  school  ends  .....  50 

Beacon  [Black  Rock  Light]  raised,  1808  ....  76 

blown  down,  1821  ......  92 
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struck  by  lightning,  1823  .....  96 

blown  down,  1829  ......  106 

completed,  1835  .......  114 

blown  down,  1839  .  .  .  .  .  .  120 

BEARDSLEE,  Asa,  mentioned . 138 

Truman,  death,  11  Oct.,  1817  ...  83 

BEARDSLEY,  Mr.,  vessel  launched  ....  97 

Captain  David,  of  Trumbull,  death,  1822  .  93 

John,  illness,  1818  .....  85 

Bears,  seen  by  “narrow  creek,”  Black  Rock  ...  77 

BEEBE,  Thomas,  mentioned  ......  132 

BEERS,  Almira,  marriage  to  Charles  Thorp,  1824  .  .  98 

Henry  J.,  mentioned  ......  133 

Lothrop,  mentioned  ......  133 

Captain  Samuel,  death  10  Sept.,  1813  ...  80 

Major  Samuel,  death,  1  Aug.,  1832  .  .  .  110 

Selina,  marriage  23  Dec.,  1818  ....  85 

William  Pitt,  death  14  Sept.,  1810  ...  77 

Belle,  Boston  coaster,  in  difficulties  .....  86 

BENEDICT  [Elijah],  serves  execution,  1796  ...  65 

Samuel  of  Ridgefield,  drowned,  1842  .  .  122 

BENNET,  death,  23  Oct.,  1842  123 

James,  note  .......  3 

BENSON,  Captain  Abraham,  mentioned  ...  13,  121 

William,  death  18  Aug.,  1822  ....  93 

BETTS,  Mary,  marriage,  21  Nov.,  1824  ....  98 

BIBBINS,  A[nson?],  news  of  arrival  in  West  Indies  .  109 

B.,  house  struck  by  lightning  ....  72 

Elijah,  marries  Eunice  Eliot,  1821  ...  90 

Israel,  death,  14  June,  1822  ....  93 

Silliman,  accident,  1793  .....  60 

Blackbellies  fish,  unusual  catch  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ill 

Black  Rock  Yacht  Club,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  140 

BLAKE,  Mrs.,  death,  24  Dec,  1824  .  98 

Block  Island,  shipwreck  .......  107 

Boston,  port  closed  ........  27 

voyage  to . 18 

mentioned . 60 

BOSTWICK,  Captain,  ship  frozen  in  harbor,  1740  .  .  25 

BOUTON  [Boughton],  Chauncey,  strange  death,  1825  .  98 

William,  mentioned  .....  137 

Mrs.  William,  death,  1844  ....  124 

BRADLEY,  Col.  of  Ridgefield,  news  of  death  ...  90 

Mrs.  Hull,  death,  29  May,  1844  .  .  .  124 

Samuel,  Jr.,  wharf  shareholder  ...  7 
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BREWSTER,  Benjamin,  news  of  drowning,  1817  .  .  81 

Betty,  death  ......  65 

Captain  Caleb,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  11 

encounter  with  British  ...  34 

wounded  ......  35 

wife  and  child,  accident  ...  53 

moves  to  Herkimer  ....  77 

cows  killed  by  lightning  ...  96 

death,  13  Feb.,  1827  ....  102 

Mrs.  Caleb,  “falls  into  creek”  ...  53 

arm  broken,  1833  .  .  .  .  Ill 

death,  30  Aug.,  1834  .  .  .  .  113 

house  raised,  1834  .  .  .  .  113 

Lewis,  death,  28  Oct.,  1836  .  .  .  116 

Brewster’s  Cove,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  13,  79 

Bridge,  Fairfield,  falls  .......  70 

upper,  mentioned  ......  29 

Bridgeport,  mentioned  .......  13 

epidemic  .......  100 

fires  .......  104,  112 

animal  shows  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ill,  114 

men  injured  by  cannon  .  .  .  .  .  114 

railroad  wreck  ......  120 

murder  and  robbery  at  Deforest  store  .  .  113 

cattle  show  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  123 

Bridgeport  Yacht  Club,  mentioned  .....  139 

BRITTIN,  John  Pierson,  marriage,  5  Jan.,  1832  .  .  108 

house  raised,  1836  .  .  .  .  .  116 

purchase  of  lot,  1839  .  .  .  .  118 

mentioned  ......  137 

BROTHWELL,  Thomas,  death,  14  April,  1842  ...  122 

William,  death,  13  April,  1828  .  .  104 

BROWN,  Betsey  Ann,  marriage  to  Simeon  Wheeler  .  97 

BUDDINGTON,  Walter,  death,  20  July,  1826  ...  101 

BULKLEY,  Captain  Andrew,  master  of  Sally,  1787  .  .  52 

death,  7  July,  1830  ....  106 

Eli  of  Southport,  death,  10  Feb.,  1843  .  .  123 

John,  death,  25  March,  1830  .  .  .  106 

Jonathan,  saves  house  .....  30 

Morehouse,  death,  20  March,  1829  .  .  105 

Moses,  kills  wolf,  1837  .....  116 

Nathan,  death  of  daughter  .  .  .  .  119 

Sally,  death,  15  March,  1839  .  .  .  119 

Thomas,  arm  broken  .....  67 

death,  29  April,  1836  .  .  .  115 
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Uriah,  store  robbed,  25  Aug.,  1817  .  .  83 

mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  128 

homestead  ......  133 

W.,  death,  21  Feb.,  1787  ....  52 

Ward,  death,  28  Oct.,  1819  ....  88 

BURR,  Albert,  death,  8  May,  1813 . 79 

Albert,  death  of  child,  25  March,  1844  .  .  .  124 

Amos,  oxen  killed  ......  124 

mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  138 

Andrew  E.,  death,  11  June,  1820  ....  89 

Ann,  of  Bridgeport,  marriage  to  C.  Foote  .  .  94 

Betty  “Widow,”  death,  10  July,  1813  ...  80 

Colonel  David,  death  of  daughter,  1819  ...  86 

death,  17  Feb.,  1825  .....  98 

Ebenezer,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  132 

Ebenezer,  marriage  to  Hannah  Osborn  ...  99 

Elijah,  “Widow,”  fever  in  household  ...  80 

Fred,  oxen  killed  .......  124 

Gershom,  death  of  son  ......  89 

death  in  New  York,  26  March,  1828  .  .  104 

Griswold,  marriage  to  J.  Mott  ....  95 

Hannah,  death,  23  Nov.,  1819  ....  88 

Henry,  death,  14  Dec.,  1822  .....  94 

Isaac,  news  of  murder,  1841  .....  121 

James,  death,  6  Nov.,  1826  .....  101 

John,  killed  by  lightning,  1771  ....  26 

Julia,  death,  5  Feb.,  1819  .....  86 

Lewis,  marriage  to  Eliza  Olmstead  .  .  .  106 

homestead  .......  135 

Marietta,  marriage,  30  Nov.,  1820  ...  89 

N.,  death  of  daughter  ......  94 

Nehemiah,  death  of  child,  1786  .  .  .  .  52 

resists  judgment,  1796  .....  65 

death,  6  July,  1814 . 80 

homestead  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  129 

Nehemiah,  Jr.,  return  home,  1794  ....  61 

Mrs.  (Nehemiah?),  death  .....  87 

Noah,  homestead  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  129 

Mrs.  Noah,  death,  15  March,  1830  .  .  .  106 

Ozias,  struck  by  lightning,  1771  ....  26 

death  of  vagrant  in  his  barn  ....  104 

death,  6  Sept.,  1836  .  .  .  .  .  116 

Mrs.  Ozias,  death,  3  Sept.,  1820  .  -  .  .  89 

Peter  of  Black  Rock,  death,  28  July,  1827  .  .  103 

Philo,  death,  13  Sept.,  1794  .....  61 
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Polly,  mentioned  .......  124 

Rebeckah,  death . 61 

Major  Samuel,  moves  to  Black  Rock,  1818  .  .  84 

Samuel  of  Bridgeport,  death,  16  Oct.,  1825  .  .  100 

Sarah,  marriage  to  T.  Bartram  ....  68 

Thaddeus  of  Fairfield,  mentioned  ....  8 

cattle  stolen  by  Tories  .....  36 

death . 69 

Thaddeus  of  Black  Rock,  mentioned  .  .  102,  138 

Mrs.  T[haddeus],  death,  27  Aug.,  1834  .  .  .  113 

Wakeman,  death  .......  68 

William,  marriage  to  Marjoram  Hubbell  .  .  95 

death  ........  100 

BURRITT,  Elijah,  death,  23  Sept.,  1841  ....  121 

BURROUGHS,  Emily,  marriage,  5  Oct.,  1820  ...  89 

Fanny,  marriage,  13  Sept.,  1824  .  .  98 

Henry,  driven  by  storm  in  Sound  .  .  98 

Stephen,  arrival  at  Bridgeport  .  .  81 

Mrs.  Stephen,  death,  1825  .  .  .  100 

BYRON  [Lord],  “cast  away” . 100 

CALLON,  Mrs.  Caroline,  marriage  .....  116 

Sarah  Jane,  marriage,  1838  ....  118 

William,  mentioned  .....  137 

Campmeeting  at  Stepney . 124 

Canaan,  return  of  Tories  .......  55 

Canal  boat,  condemned  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  122 

CANNON,  Betsey,  marriage,  13  Sept.,  1824  ...  98 

CARMAN,  of  Black  Rock,  reference  ....  108 

CARMAN,  Mrs.,  robbed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  113 

CARPENTER,  Elizabeth  of  Rye,  marriage  .  .  .  106 

CARR,  James,  mentioned  ......  137 

CHAT,  Sarah,  death,  10  March,  1842  ....  122 

Chauncey,  sails  for  West  Indies  .....  88 

return  from  voyage . 89 

CHAUNCEY,  Ann  (Browne),  death,  27  July,  1829  .  .  105 

Commodore  Isaac,  mentioned  .  .  .  1 2,  13 

Wolcott,  mentioned  .  .  .  .12,  73,  132 

Cholera  epidemics  ......  109,  110,  113 

CLARK,  Cornelius,  mentioned  ......  137 

CLARKE,  Mary  Anne,  marriage,  27  Feb.,  1834  .  .  112 

CLARKSON,  John,  Sr.,  mentioned  .....  138 

CLIFFORD,  James,  marriage,  5  Oct.,  1820  ...  89 

COGSWELL,  Mr.,  marriage  to  Eliza  Rowland  .  .  99 

A.,  marriage,  20  Jan.,  1822  ....  93 

George,  marriage  to  Sally  O’Brien  .  .  99 
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Columbia,  shipwrecked  .......  82 

Compo,  landing  of  British,  1777  27 

raid,  1781 . 36 

COOK,  Enos,  arrival  .......  51 

“Corduroy  trade”  described  ......  34 

COUCH,  James,  mentioned  ......  136 

“Cows,”  The,  wreck  of  vessel  on  ....  37 

Danbury,  British  raid,  1777  ......  27 

“Dark  Day” . 33 

DARROW,  Munson,  death  ......  121 

DAVIS,  Bradford,  of  Maine,  death,  1826  ....  101 

Joseph,  death  of  boy,  12  Oct.,  1787  ...  53 

Debby  Ann,  market  boat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  110 

DEFOREST,  David  and  John,  store  robbed  ...  66 

Rufus,  marriage  to  Eunice  Turney  .  .  96 

DENISON,  Dr.,  marriage,  15  March,  1842  .  .  .  122 

Derby,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .23,  109 

DICKINSON,  schooner  driven  ashore  ....  54 

DIMON,  Capt.,  trip  to  West  Indies,  1740  ...  25 

Sheriff,  child  burned  to  death  ....  96 

E.,  death,  22  Nov.,  1796  .  67 

Ebenezer,  warehouse  project  ....  6 

William,  death,  21  Sept.,  1810  ....  77 

DOANE,  Captain,  of  the  Planter,  mentioned  .  .  .  110 

Dolphin,  commanded  by  Caleb  Brewster  ....  62 

DOWNS,  Aaron,  drowned  at  Bridgeport,  1842  .  .  123 

Beach  and  Webb  [of  Monroe],  mentioned  114,  117 
DURYEA,  L.,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  137 

DUTTON,  Mr.,  begins  school  ......  84 

[Henry],  marriage  to  Eliza  Joy,  1823  .  .  96 

DWIGHT,  Rev.  Timothy,  quoted  .....  13 

ordination  at  Greenfield  ....  48 

death,  1817 . 81 

Dysentery,  epidemics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .87,  101 

Eagle,  sloop,  initial  trip  .......  83 

EDGERTON  (Edgington),  Eleazar,  marriage,  1800  .  69 

EDWARDS,  Mrs.,  drowned,  24  June,  1782  ...  37 

Pierpont,  death,  7  April,  1826  .  .  .  101 

Shelton,  murdered  .....  66 

ELIOT,  Captain,  schooner  sinks  .....  48 

Rev.  Andrew,  sermon,  July,  1779  .  .  .  31 

tutor  in  Latin  ......  33 

spinning  frolic . 52 

death . 73 


200 


GENERAL  INDEX 


Andrew,  Jr.,  of  New  Milford,  marriage  .  .  89 

death  ........  105 

Eunice,  marriage  ......  90 

ELLSWORTH,  Helen,  death,  6  June,  1844  ...  125 

Verdine,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  137 

Elopement  of  “D.  with  J.  B.”  ......  102 

ELWOOD,  Thomas,  death  ......  89 

ELY,  Mrs.  David,  death,  1826  ......  100 

Isaac  M.,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  137 

Embargo  on  vessels  .  .  .  .  .  .  60,  77,  80 

ENSLY,  George,  departure  for  New  Haven  .  .  .  118 

EVARTS,  John,  note  .......  3 

FAIRCHILD,  R.,  killed  by  lightning,  1788  .  .  54 

FANCHER,  H.  W.,  homestead . 131 

Rufus,  marriage  to  Caroline  Callon  .  .  116 

FIELDS,  Thaddeus,  reports  legacy  .....  83 

FIPPENY  (Phippeny),  Mrs.,  death  ....  76 

Nehemiah,  death,  1809  .  .  .  .  .  76 

FISH,  Nicholas,  of  New  York,  mentioned  .  .  .  134 

FOOTE,  Charles,  marriage  to  Aim  Burr,  1822  ...  94 

FORGUE,  Francis,  Jr,  message  received,  1806  ...  74 

Fort,  Grovers  Hill,  Revolutionary  .  .  .  9,  10,  139 

War  of  1812 . 13,  139 

FRAZIER,  Isaac,  hanged,  1768  .....  25 

FRY,  Captain,  of  garrison,  1780  .....  33 

FULLER,  body  found . 95 

FYLER,  Elhanan,  mentioned  ......  138 

George  III,  death  ........  89 

George  Hotel,  mentioned  ......  130,  140 

Germans,  shipwrecked  .......  64 

GIBBS,  George,  marriage  to  Ann  Mills  Judson  .  .  .  110 

GILMAN,  George  Francis,  mentioned  .  .  .  129,  136 

GIROND,  Frederic,  of  New  York,  marriage,  1811  .  .  78 

GODFREY,  “Widow,”  of  Greens  Farms,  denial,  1786  .  51 

“Widow,”  of  Mill  Plain,  frozen  to  death  .  115 

Ezra,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  137 

Lyman,  death,  1819  .....  86 

M.,  death,  1833  Ill 

GOLD,  Gould,  Captain,  arrival,  1786  ....  51 

Colonel  Abraham,  at  Ridgefield,  1777  ...  28 

Benjamin,  in  Algiers,  1795  .....  62 

Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Abraham),  mentioned  ...  79 

George  Austin,  mentioned  .....  137 

Hezekiah,  in  skirmish  on  Sound  ....  35 

Huldah  (Mrs.  Joseph),  death,  1807  ...  74 
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Joseph,  shot  by  British  .....  30 

Morris,  mentioned  ......  137 

Sam,  oxen  buried  in  snowstorm  ....  25 

GOLDIN,  Golding,  Golden,  Daniel,  mentioned,  note  .  .  139 

Sarah,  death,  1833  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ill 

GOODSELL,  Esther  Judson,  marriage  to  Dr.  Denison  .  122 

Lewis,  arrival  and  departure  ...  72 

GORDON,  Alexander,  marriage,  1824  ....  98 

GRAY,  Monson,  mentioned  ....  104,  105,  137 

GREEN,  Mrs.  Joshua,  death,  1826  .....  101 

Joshua  L.,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  139 

Martha,  marriage  to  Tuttle  Wheeler,  1825  .  .  99 

Nathaniel  L.,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Greenfield ,  brig  sails  .......  53 

Greenfield,  mentioned  .......  27,  70 

Greenfield  Hill,  liberty  pole  ......  34 

Greenlea,  described,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  2,  3 

Greens  Farms,  British  raids  .  .  .  .  .  .  31,  32 

GREGORY,  marriage  to  Fanny  Banks,  May,  1843  .  .  123 

Mag,  death  at  Bridgeport,  1825  ....  100 

Grovers  Hill,  mentioned  .  .  3,  7,  9,  10,  13,  14,  29,  138-140 

HAINES,  officer,  fined  for  entering  house  ...  92 

HALL,  Delia,  death,  1826  .  101 

Richard,  death,  1826  ......  101 

William,  mentioned  ......  137 

Hamilton,  whaling  vessel,  mentioned  ....  121,  122 

HANCOCK,  John,  arrival  in  Fairfield,  1792  ...  57 

HARRISON,  William  Henry,  death  ....  121 

Harvest,  whaling  ship,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  118,  122 

HASSELTON,  kills  British  soldier  .....  34 

HATCH,  Captain  John,  death  of  child  ....  91 

HAWKINS,  William,  mentioned . 137 

HAWLEY,  Betty  (Nichols),  death,  1825  ....  98 

Captain  David,  dismantles  vessel,  1781  .  .  36 

George,  of  Catskill,  marriage,  1820  ...  89 

Hannah  (Penfield),  note  ....  49 

Lieut.  Gideon,  drowned  .....  49 

Silas,  mentioned  ......  138 

HAYES,  Nathan,  mentioned  ......  138 

son  of  Joseph,  death,  1811  .....  78 

HENDRICK,  Hendricks,  Elias,  mentioned  .  .  116,  137 

HENSHAW,  Mary  B.,  mentioned  ....  133 

HERBERT,  William,  marriage,  1819  ....  86 
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HILL,  Deacon,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  54,  67 

Dimon,  death,  5  Dec.,  1793  ....  60 

T.,  saves  himself  from  drowning  ...  49 

Thomas,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .35,  128 

HILLARD,  W.,  mentioned  ......  137 

HINCKS,  Robert  W . 139 

HINMAN,  Isaac,  of  Bridgeport,  death,  1817  ...  81 

HOBART,  Hannah,  death,  7  May,  1827  ....  103 

Rebecca,  death,  27  Oct.,  1827  ....  103 

HOBBY,  Captain,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  37,  71 

HOLBERTON,  Captain  Thomas,  mentioned, 

7,  49,  50,  52,  63,  93,  131 

Mrs.  Thomas, . 97 

HOLDREDGE,  Captain  Nathan,  mentioned  .  .  124,  136 

HOLLAND  HEIGHTS . 3,  10 

HOPKINS,  Catherine,  death,  1825  .  100 

House,  expense  of  building  in  1790  .  .  .  .  ,  55,  56 

HOWES,  Captain  W.  B . 1 33 

HOYT,  Daniel,  mentioned  ......  120 

George,  death,  1825  99 

Harriet,  death,  1825  ......  99 

Nathaniel,  death  at  Utica  .....  101 

Rufus,  house  mentioned  .....  134 

Rufus,  marriage  to  J.  Perry,  house  .  .  109,  114 

William,  death,  1830  .  89 

mentioned . 134 

Hoyt’s  packet  mentioned,  during  war  .  .  .  .  78,  80 

HUBBELL,  ship  launched  for  ......  60 

Mrs.,  of  Fairfield,  death  ....  100 

Aaron,  news  of  death  of  son  ...  90 

Captain  Amos,  shipwrecked  ....  59 

Jabez,  of  Fairfield,  death  ....  82 

Mrs.  Jabez,  burned  to  death  .  .  .  Ill 

Marjoram,  marriage  to  William  Burr  .  .  95 

Nathaniel  S.,  death  reported  ...  90 

Onesimus,  mentioned . 75,  97 

Mrs.  Thaddeus,  death,  1838  .  .  .  .  118 

William,  mentioned  ....  103,  124 

HUET,  Nathaniel,  mentioned  .....  83,  103 

HULL,  Captain,  schooner  unloaded  .....  59 

Mrs.,  death,  4  Nov.,  1789  .....  55 

Dr.  Calvin  E.,  mentioned  .....  132 

Dr.  David,  death,  1833  .  .  .  .  .  .  112 

Mrs.  David,  death,  1832  .....  108 

Sally,  marriage  to  Jonathan  Sturges  ...  96 
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Thomas,  arrival,  1793  .  59 

General  William,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  13,  70 

HUMPHREYS,  Heman,  ordained,  1807  ....  74 

HUNTER,  Mr.,  mentioned  ......  105 

HURLBURT,  William,  mentioned  .....  138 

Indian  Field,  division  of . 4 

Indian  Fort,  description  and  mentioned  .  .  .  .  3,  4 

Intrepid,  market  boat,  aground . 88 

IVES,  John,  death,  6  Dec.,  1822  94 

JACKSON,  Andrew,  mentioned  ....  Ill,  116 

JARVIS,  Captain  Isaac,  mentioned  .  .  9,  30,  37,  54,  129,  132 

Noah,  mentioned  ......  129 

JENNINGS,  A.,  arm  blown  off,  1836  ....  116 

Abraham  Gold,  mentioned  ....  13 

Isaac,  death,  7  Jan.,  1819  ....  86 

Jabez,  death,  29  Sept.,  1820  ....  89 

Jeremiah,  inoculation  at  house  ...  58 

Jeremiah,  of  Black  Rock,  mentioned  .  .  139 

Mrs.  (Jeremiah),  death,  1843  .  .  .  124 

Levi,  death,  7  March,  1811  .  .  .  .  78 

Michael,  death,  18  Dec.,  1811  ...  78 

Mrs.  Moses,  death,  19  April,  1794  .  .  61 

Deacon  Moses,  death,  1813  ....  79 

Nabby,  death,  1809  77 

Nathaniel,  death,  1823  .  96 

Phebe,  marriage . 90 

Captain  William  A.,  mentioned  .  .  130,  139 

JESSUP,  William  H.,  of  Westport,  mentioned  .  .  .  124 

JOHNSON,  Johnston,  Mr.,  of  Black  Rock  ...  98 

John,  of  New  York,  executed  ...  97 

Peter,  note  .......  3 

JONES,  Ira,  of  Northfield . 67 

Isaac  W.,  mentioned . 137 

Obadiah,  marriage,  1820  .....  89 

JOY,  Eliza,  marriage,  20  Sept.,  1823  .  96 

JUDAH,  Moses,  marriage,  1817 . 82 

JUDSON,  Mrs.,  death,  1826  100 

“Widow,”  death,  1843  124 

Agur,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  138 

Ann  Mills,  marriage  to  George  Gibbs  .  .  110 

David,  death,  1841  ......  121 

Captain  Isaac,  death  at  lighthouse  ...  80 

Wheeler,  death,  1823  97 

KEELER,  Captain,  captured  by  British  ....  79 

David,  property  in  Black  Rock  .  .  .  128 
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Maria,  marriage,  24  Nov.,  1819 

88 

Rufus,  marriage  to  Jane  Sturges 

101 

KELLOGG,  Samuel,  mentioned 

138 

Mrs.,  breaks  leg  . 

104 

KELLY,  William,  drowned,  31  Dec.,  1830 

107 

KENNEDY,  Catharine,  marriage,  1828  . 

104 

Lucy  Ann,  death,  1831 

108 

Peter  J.,  death,  1832  . 

110 

Kenzie’s  Point,  Kinzey’s  Point  . 

10,  29,  30,  31,  36 

KNAP,  Knapp,  Ebenezer,  mentioned 

135 

Ephraim,  mentioned 

127 

George,  death,  12  Dec.,  1822 

94 

James,  mentioned 

13, 

73,  114,  117 

Captain  John,  mentioned 

138 

Robert,  death,  1834 

112 

Wilson,  mentioned 

83,  93,  135 

LACY,  Lacey,  Daniel,  hurt,  1804 

72 

Joseph,  death,  1818 

84 

Josiah,  of  Bridgeport,  death  . 

79 

Nichols,  drowned,  1807 

74 

LAFAYETTE,  General,  visit  mentioned  . 

.  97,  98 

LANGFORD,  Betsey,  death,  1816  . 

81 

Leader ,  schooner  launched 

89 

LEATHERS,  Ezekiel,  Revolutionary  veteran 

78 

Levi,  negro,  death  of  yellow  fever 

103 

LEWIS,  Mr.,  skeleton  found  under  house  . 

53 

marriage,  21  Nov.,  1824 

98 

Hiram,  marriage  to  E.  Miller  . 

106 

Lothrop,  death,  1842  . 

122 

Lothrop,  Sr.,  death  of  wife,  1794 

61 

Captain  Nathan,  marriage,  1789  . 

55 

Lexington,  steamboat,  burned  in  Sound 

120 

Lighthouse,  Black  Rock  (see  Beacon) 

114,  120 

LOCKWOOD,  David,  mentioned 

116,  137 

Louisa,  death,  1832  . 

109 

Lockwood’s  Grove,  sermon 

93 

Long  Beach,  mentioned  .... 

36 

LOVE  JOY,  Ezekiel,  note 

49 

LYON,  Levi,  mentioned  .... 

138 

MACLANE,  Paul,  marriage  to  Sally  Staples 

98 

MALLORY,  Gould,  death,  1831 

108 

Jonathan,  mentioned 

138 

MALTBIE,  Maltbey,  John,  mentioned 

74,  76,  130 

Market  vessel  delayed,  1836 

115 

Mary,  market  boat,  sails  from  Black  Rock  . 

83 
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MASON,  Salathiel,  note  .... 
MATHER,  William,  mentioned 
MAY,  Charles,  marriage  to  Sarah  Jane  Callon 
McNEIL,  Archibald,  Mrs.,  Sr.,  mentioned 
Archibald,  Jr.,  mentioned  . 

K.  W,  mentioned 

Measles,  epidemic  .... 
MIDDLEBROOK,  Joseph,  note 
Mill  River  (Southport),  mentioned  . 

MILLER,  Elizabeth,  marriage,  1830  . 

Millerite  campmeeting 
MILLS,  George,  death,  12  Jan.,  1827 

Lieut.  John,  commander  at  fort,  1776 
MINOT,  Mrs.,  of  Bridgeport,  death,  1826 

Captain  David,  death,  10  April,  1831 
MITCHELL,  James,  death,  8  Feb.,  1810  . 
MOFFETT,  Moffet,  Mr.,  sermons  . 

Mohawk  Indians,  rescued  by  Wakeley  family 
MONROE,  James,  mentioned  . 

MOORE,  Betsey,  marriage  to  W.  B.  Thomas 
MOREHOUSE,  Abram,  drowned  . 

Ellen,  death,  23  Oct.,  1819 
George,  mentioned 
Mrs.  John,  death,  25  Oct.,  1819 
N.  and  J.,  father  and  son,  deaths 
Sarah,  marriage,  28  Dec.,  1820 
Stephen,  drowned  . 

Susan,  death,  28  Oct.,  1819 
Uriah,  death,  1827  . 

MOTT,  Joseph,  marriage  to  Griswold  Burr 
MOULTON,  Sullivan,  mentioned 
MURRAIN,  Murren,  Meeker,  falls  overboard 
MURRAY,  James,  his  murderer  executed,  New 
NASH,  Dr.  leg  broken 
New  Bedford  sloop  wrecked 
Newfield  (Bridgeport),  mentioned 
NewGate,  prisoners  from  Mill  Plain 
New  Haven,  in  the  Revolution 
New  London,  lightning  at 
New  York,  epidemics 
fire 

Newtown,  mad  dog  pursued 
NICHOLS,  Allen,  vessels  and  cargo 
Hezekiah,  mentioned 
Joseph,  death,  1823 


90,  91 


York 


62 


65, 


36 


36,  50 


,  94, 


48 
137 
118 
137 
139 
129 

109,  121 
3 

,  62,  64 
106 
124 
102 
9 

101 

108 

77 

93,  108 
24 
82 
116 
93 
87 
132 
87 
114 
89 
83 
87 
102 
95 

13,  134 
52 
97 
117 

95 

,  61,  62 
107 
29,  30 

96 

110,  113 
114 
117 

60,  67 
60,  86 

97 
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Stiles,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  98,  125 

Captain  William  Hanford  .  .  .93,  117,  133 

Norden  Club,  site  mentioned  ......  132 

NORMAN,  drowning  .......  123 

Norwalk,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30,  53 

NOYES,  John,  sermon  .......  124 

O’BRIEN,  Sally,  marriage  to  George  Cogswell  ...  99 

ODELL,  Odel,  Odle,  Isaac,  death,  1826  ....  100 

William,  note  .......  3 

OGDEN,  David,  of  Mill  Plain,  death,  1828  ...  104 

John,  mentioned  ......  137 

OLMSTEAD,  Ashbel,  of  Bridgeport,  death,  1825  .  .  100 

Eliphalet,  mentioned  .....  54 

Eliza,  marriage  .....  106 

Harriet,  marriage  to  John  Bedford  .  .  97 

Nancy,  marriage  to  Alanson  Allen  .  .  97 

OSBORN,  Deacon  David,  death,  1804  ....  72 

Daniel  Beers,  death,  1823  ....  97 

Daniel,  Jr.,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  52,  70 

Eben,  of  Mill  Plain,  house  burned  .  .  .  115 

G.,  sickness  in  family,  1808  ....  76 

George,  marriage,  1820  .....  89 

Gershom,  death,  1827  .....  102 

Hezekiah,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  113,  133 

Hannah,  marriage  to  E.  Burr,  1825  .  .  99 

J.,  wedding,  1785  .  51 

Marietta,  marriage,  1817 . 83 

Morris,  accident,  1821 . 91 

Samuel,  captured,  1781 . 35 

PALMER,  George,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  137 

Palmer  worms  attack  trees . 114 

Panic  of  1837  .  117 

Paragon,  packet  ashore  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  114 

PARKS,  Captain,  mentioned  during  Revolution  .  .  32,  37 

PARRITT,  Parrott,  Parit,  Abraham,  death,  1817  .  .  82 

Abraham,  Jr.,  death . 100 

Henry,  death . 101 

Rhoda,  mentioned . 76 

Ruamah,  mentioned  .....  69 

Samuel,  death . 91 

Squire,  death . 125 

PARSONS,  Mr.,  fires  at  British,  1779  ....  30 

John,  death,  1822  .  94 

PATCHEN,  David,  at  battle  of  Ridgefield  ...  28 

House  struck . 37 
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110, 


E.,  drowned,  23  April,  1803  . 

Wheeler,  mentioned 

Paul’s  Neck  ...... 

PEARSALL,  Thomas  W.,  mentioned 
PECK,  George,  mentioned 
PEET,  Bathsheba,  marries  Captain  Holberton 
Henry,  marriage,  1822  . 

William,  mentioned 
PENFIELD,  Benjamin,  mentioned  . 

Charles,  mentioned 
David,  mentioned  .  59  (note) 

Ephraim  (Lewis),  mentioned 
Henry,  death 
James,  death 
James,  Jr.,  mentioned  . 

Josiah,  drowned  . 

Lewis,  house  mentioned 
Peter,  mills  on  Ash  Creek 
Samuel,  death,  1840 
William,  death,  1842  . 

William  Henry,  mentioned 
Penfield’s  Mill,  mentioned 
Pequonnock,  mentioned 
PERRY,  family,  tide  mills  burned  by  British 
of  Bridgeport,  death  of  brothers 
Allen  (?),  accident,  1820  . 

Bradley,  mentioned  .  82,  83,  105 

John,  wedding,  1787  . 

Julia,  daughter  of  Nehemiah,  death 
Julia  (Thorp),  second  marriage 
Mary,  death,  1819 
Nehemiah  (“Miah”),  mentioned 
“Widow”  Sarah,  death,  1821 
Seth,  mentioned 
Stephen,  accident 
Walter,  of  Mill  River,  death 
PHIPPENY,  see  Fippeny 
Planter,  schooner,  adrift  . 

PLUMB,  John,  mentioned 
PRINCE,  Mr.,  of  Weston 
PRINDLE,  David,  mentioned  . 

PROVOST,  John  Youngs,  mentioned 
Railroad  wreck  at  Bridgeport  . 

RANSOM,  Thomas 
RAYMOND,  Curtis,  mentioned 
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128, 
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137 
63 
93 
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73,  124,  132 
112,  132 
125 
61 

52,  123 
49 

138 
6 

121 
123 
129 

55,  57,  61 
116,  117 
36 
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109,  129,  134 
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90 
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48,  80,  90 
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READ,  Mr.  (Samuel)  .  .  .  .  .  •  *82,  138 

Reaper,  mariner  drowned  from  ......  107 

Red  Hook,  N.  Y.,  Trip  to  ......  55 

REW,  Edward  T.,  mentioned  ......  137 

Ridgefield,  Battle,  1777  ......  127,  128 

RILEY,  Terence,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .71,  73,  134 

RINGFIELD,  Captain . 24 

Roads,  mentioned  in  Journal  .  .  .  .  .  .  70,  79 

ROBERTSON,  John,  death,  1827  .  103 

ROBBINS,  Mrs.,  death,  1787  .  52 

ROBINSON,  “Widow”  (Mill  River),  death,  1829  .  .  105 

William,  wedding,  1786  ....  51 

ROCHE,  Thomas,  killed,  1827  .  102 

ROCKWELL,  Eliud,  mentioned . 89,  94 

ROESSLER,  S.  W.,  mentioned . 132 

ROWLAND,  Andrew,  death,  1802  .  70 

Eliza,  marriage  to  Mr.  Cogswell  .  .  99 

Elizabeth,  marriage  to  O.  W.  Jones  .  .  89 

Elizabeth,  marries  John  Wheeler  .  .  5 

N.,  finds  smuggled  rum  ....  63 

Samuel,  death,  1837  .  .  .  .  .  117 

RUGGLES,  Herman,  mentioned  .....  128 

RUNNELS,  Silas,  mentioned . 138 

RUSS,  Mr.,  of  Poughkeepsie,  marriage,  1823  ...  95 

St.  Pumpkin’s  Day,  mentioned  ......  59 

Sally,  sloop  launched  and  voyage  .  .  .  .  .  52,  54 

SANFORD,  Sandford,  Captain,  death  in  Algiers  .  .  62 

Elihu,  marriage,  1838  .  .  .  .  .  117 

Mrs.  Lucy,  marriage  .....  70 

SAYRE,  Eunice,  marriage  to  Frederic  Girond  ...  78 

James  Dennie,  death,  1793  .....  59 

Scarlet  fever,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .59,  101,  109 

SEELEY,  Captain,  “wedding  continued  at”  ...  51 

Mrs.,  death,  1824  ......  98 

Mrs.  Ebenezer,  death,  1823  ....  95 

Sturges,  mentioned  ......  137 

Select  School,  mentioned  .......  137 

SELLERS,  Captain  ........  70 

SHEFFIELD,  Mr.,  building  vessel,  1817  ....  81 

W.,  family  leaves  Black  Rock  ...  61 

SHELTON,  George,  mentioned  .....  137 

Rev.  Philo,  mentioned  .....  98 

Philo,  of  Stratfield,  death,  1842  .  .  .  122 

SHERMAN,  David,  killed  by  lightning,  1771  ...  26 

Ebenezer,  death,  1819  .....  87 
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Ephraim  W.,  death,  1821 
Roger,  death 

Sterling,  death,  20  Aug.,  1832 
SHERWOOD,  Mrs.,  death,  12  June,  1817 
Aaron,  mentioned 
Ethan,  death 

Laura,  marriage,  20  May,  1818 
Nathaniel,  drowned,  10  May,  1807 
Samuel,  mentioned  . 

of  Mill  Plain,  death,  1830 
marriage,  1821  . 

Sarah,  wife  of  Stephen,  death 
William,  mentioned  . 

Zachariah,  mentioned 

SILLIMAN,  Chloe  (Mrs.  Nathaniel),  mentioned 
Christiania  (Hubbell),  mentioned 
Cyrus,  sermon  1817 
General  Gold  Selleck,  mentioned 
John  (Jonathan?),  death,  1817 
Captain  Joseph,  mentioned  . 

Loretta,  death,  1794  . 

Captain  Nathaniel,  mentioned 
William,  mentioned 

SLATER,  Captain,  encounter  with  British,  1781 
SLY,  Mr.,  of  North  Stratford,  sees  visions 
Smallpox,  especially  mentioned 
Smallpox  inoculations,  mentioned 
SMEDLEY,  James,  wharf  shareholder 

Captain  Samuel,  mentioned  . 

SMITH,  Captain  body  found  . 

Aaron,  mentioned 
Abigail,  note  .... 

David,  mentioned 

Gorham,  killed  in  skirmish  on  Sound 
J.,  house  burned 
Joseph,  death,  1821 
Joseph,  of  Black  Rock,  mentioned 
SOLLEY,  Solly,  George,  mentioned  . 

Southampton,  L.  I.,  shipwreck  near  . 

SPENCER,  Cyrus,  mentioned  . 

SPRAGUE,  H.  H.,  mentioned  . 

SQUIRE,  SQUIER,  Captain  (John?),  arrival,  1794 
Billy,  death,  1788 
David,  injured  at  fort 
Deborah  (dr.  Ebenezer),  mentioned 
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Ebenezer,  death  .... 

72 

James  ...... 

.  65,  79,  130 

James,  of  New  Fairfield,  killed 

91 

Captain  John,  homestead  . 

129 

John,  Jr.,  mentioned 

130,  132 

Joseph,  mentioned  .... 

.  9,  100 

Mrs.  Joseph,  death,  1832  . 

109 

Lydia,  marriage  to  John  Wheeler,  1792 

56 

Lydia  (Taylor),  “Widow”  Captain  John 

78 

Mary  (Wheeler),  mentioned 

.  78,  105 

Mehitable,  marriage,  1817 

82 

Peter  (1765-1785),  death  . 

51 

Peter,  son  of  James,  death  reported  . 

79 

Captain  Samuel,  mentioned 

.  8,  70 

Samuel,  Jr.  .... 

.  61,  138 

STAPLES,  Ellen,  death,  1813  .... 

80 

Philo,  death  ..... 

100 

Sally,  mentioned  .... 

98 

Samuel,  mentioned 

.  98,  138 

Thomas,  death,  1815 

81 

Stepney,  camp-meeting  ..... 

124 

STILES,  Ezra,  president  of  Yale,  mentioned 

.  38,  39,  42 

STONE,  Rachel,  marriage,  1789 

55 

Stratford,  set  off  from  Bridgeport 

91 

Stratford  Point  ...... 

.  36,  49 

STRONG,  Nehemiah,  death  in  Bridgeport,  1807 

75 

STUDLEY,  Jesse,  marriage,  1818 

85 

STURGES  &  GRAY,  launch  sloop  and  dissolution 

103,  105 

STURGES,  Captain,  driven  in  by  British,  1781 

36 

Captain  Barlow,  mentioned  . 

.  59,  69,  132 

Basilla,  marriage,  1823 

95 

Mrs.  Betsey,  death 

82 

Ebenezer,  news  of  death,  1794 

60 

Elizabeth,  death,  1825  . 

99 

Captain  Gershom,  mentioned, 

13,  82,  84,  85 

104,  113,  132 

Henry  J.,  death  in  West  Indies 

60 

Judson,  killed  by  British 

35 

Jonathan,  marriage  to  Sarah  Hull  . 

96 

Mary  Ann,  death,  1817  . 

83 

Seth,  death,  1804  .... 

72 

Success ,  80-ton  sloop,  sails  .... 

81 

SUMMER,  Abby,  marriage,  1822  . 

93 

Mrs.,  death,  1825  .... 

99 

TABUR,  Tabor,  Captain,  sails  .... 

64 
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TALCOT,  Talcott,  Mrs.,  marriage  .....  97 

TALMADGE,  Tallmadge,  Major,  expedition  ...  35 

TAYLOR,  Eliza  (Wells),  death,  1842  ....  123 

M.,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  59,  61 

Thomas  Ward,  marriage  .  .  .  .  116 

TEN  BROECK,  Dr.,  mentioned,  1841  ....  121 

TEN  EYCK,  Mrs.  J.  A.,  mentioned  .....  139 

THOMAS,  capture  by  Caleb  Brewster  ....  35 

W.  B.,  marriage  to  Betsey  Moore  1836  .  .  116 

THORNE,  Jonathan,  mentioned  .....  140 

THORP,  Captain,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  13,  50 

Charles,  marriage,  14  Nov.,  1824  ...  98 

Edward,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .97,  107 

George,  death,  1817  .  .  .  .  .  83 

Julia,  marriage  to  Bradley  Perry  ...  83 

Esther,  death,  1795  .  62 

Peter,  warehouse  project  ....  6 

Mrs.,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  68,  81 

Wakeman,  marriage  .....  83 

Captain  Walter,  mentioned  .  13,  82,  117,  131,  133 

Walter,  Jr.,  drowned,  1818  ....  85 

Mrs.  Walter,  death,  1844  ....  124 

William,  death,  1827  102 

TISDALL,  Tisdale,  Mrs.,  death,  1824  ....  98 

TREADWELL,  Daniel,  mentioned  .....  120 

“Widow”  Sarah,  of  Weston,  death  .  .  120 

Trimmer,  market  boat  .......  85 

TRUBE,  Trubee,  Andrew,  marriage,  1823  ...  95 

Ansel,  death,  1823  97 

David,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  .  .  138 

Try’s  Field,  mentioned  .......  4 

TUCKER,  Mr.,  fires  on  British  soldiers  ...  30 

Mary  (note)  .......  52 

TURNEY,  - ,  leg  broken,  1802  .  70 

Aaron,  death,  1833  112 

Andrew,  mentioned  .....  137 

Benjamin  (note)  ......  3 

Cornelia,  marriage  to  Elihu  Sanford  .  .  117 

Eunice,  marriage  to  Rufus  Deforest  .  .  96 

Jesse,  death,  1823  .  95 

John,  death,  1807  .  75 

Judith,  mentioned . 5 

Peter,  death,  1828  .  .  .  .  .  .  104 

Robert,  death,  1842  123 

Sally,  marriage,  1823  .....  95 
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TUTTLE,  Johnson,  death,  1831 . 108 

Typhus  fever,  epidemics, 

79,  85,  87,  88,  91,  94,  97,  98,  100,  101,  105,  106 
UFFORD,  Lewis,  drowned  ......  87 

U.  S.  Survey  schooner,  departure  .....  114 

VAIL,  Mr.,  ordained  at  Bridgeport  .....  101 

WAGER,  Eliza,  marriage,  1819  .....  86 

WAKEMAN,  Captain  Andrew,  death,  1821  .  ,  .  .  91 

Anna  (Mrs.  Wyllis),  mentioned  .  .  116 

Charles  (negro),  drowned  .  .  .  .  75 

Eunice,  marriage,  1796  ....  65 

Joseph,  mentioned  .  :  .  .  .  121 

Mary,  marries  Captain  Holberton  .  .  52 

Maurice  (Morris),  of  Fairfield  .  .  .  124 

N.,  lawsuit  mentioned  ....  121 

Samuel,  death,  1826  .....  101 

Wyllis,  mentioned  .....  137 

WAKLIN,  Wakelee,  Wakeley,  family  of  Stratfield  .  .  24 

WALKER,  Eliphalet,  mentioned  .....  137 

WALES,  Mr.,  tutor  at  Yale,  mentioned  .  .  .  .  43,  45 

WARING,  funeral  of  child,  1812 . 79 

WASSON,  Watson,  Mr.,  death  at  New  Milford  .  .  102 

Captain  John,  mentioned  .  .  .50,  52,  68 

Sophia,  marriage,  1820  .....  89 

WATERMAN,  Rev.  Elijah,  mentioned  .  .  .90,  97,  100 

WATSON,  General  T.  L.,  mentioned  ....  140 

WELLS,  Mrs.,  of  Bridgeport,  death,  1827  .  .  .  103 

Eliza,  mentioned . 116,  123 

George  A.,  mentioned . 140 

Jedidiah  death,  1827  ......  102 

Martin,  of  Bridgeport,  scalded  ....  106 

Roswell,  mentioned  .....  123,  127 

Stephen,  death,  1825  .  100 

West  Haven,  prisoners  taken  by  British  ....  36 

Westmoreland,  N.  Y.,  mentioned  .  77,  78,  85,  105,  112,  113 

Weston,  mentioned .  24,  51,  75,  91 

WETMORE,  Prosper  &  Bros.  ......  67 

Robert,  death  ......  74 

Whale  ashore  in  Black  Rock . 110 

Whaling  vessel,  first  from  Bridgeport  .  .  .  .  Ill 

returns . 117 

WHEELER,  ‘Widow,”  of  Bridgeport  ....  91 

Abel,  tavern . 26,  129 

Abigail,  dr.  John . 128 

Abigail  (Oakley) . 61 
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Abraham,  mentioned  . 

.  29,  127 

Chauncey,  drowned 

.  71,  138 

David,  3d,  mentioned  . 

7,  57,  74 

Deborah  (Burr),  death 

68 

Eliza,  death 

119 

Ephraim,  note 

3 

Ezra  ..... 

28,  29, 

55,  127,  134 

Hannah,  death,  1804  . 

72 

Hannah  (dr.  John) 

.  5,  24 

Captain  Ichabod,  mentioned 

•  7, 

74,  128,  134 

Deacon  Isaac,  note 

24 

Jabez,  death  of  daughter,  Sarah 

120 

Sergeant  John  (1624-1689) 

.  5,  127 

John  (1664-1754)  . 

5,  6,  127,  128 

John  (1694-1725),  house  built 

128 

John  (1729-1819),  mentioned 

128 

John  (brother  of  William), 

55,  56,  61,  69, 

71,  77, 

113,  118,  134 

Jonathan,  Sr.,  location  of  house  . 

127 

Jonathan,  Jr.,  mentioned 

127,  129 

Mrs.  Jonathan,  mentioned  . 

25 

Josiah,  mentioned 

.  29,  127 

Lois,  wedding,  1787 

53 

Judge  Nathan,  mentioned  . 

118 

Mrs.  Nathan  (Abigail  Oakley), 

death  . 

61 

Obadiah,  house  mentioned  . 

127 

Patience,  marriage,  1800 

69 

Rebecca  (Whitear),  “Widow”  of  Abel 

74 

Rhoda  (Parrit),  death,  1808 

.  16,  76 

Samuel,  death,  1819 

88 

Samuel,  son  of  Isaac  (note) 

24 

Simeon,  mentioned 

.  97,  138 

Stephen  .... 

118 

Thomas,  impressed  by  English 

5 

Thomas,  the  elder,  mentioned 

.  2,  127 

Thomas,  Jr.  (note) 

3 

Tuttle,  mentioned 

.  85,  89 

Tuttle,  Jr.,  marriage,  1825  . 

99 

William,  homestead 

135 

William,  Jr.,  mentioned 

76,  99,  120 

WHITNEY,  Mr.,  of  Stratfield,  death,  1833 

111 

Captain  Nehemiah,  murdered 

.  33,  34 

WILLARD,  Lieut.,  of  garrison  of  fort 

33 

William,  market  boat,  mentioned 

85 

WILLIAMS,  Ezra,  litigation,  1786  . 

•  • 

51 
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WILLIS,  WILLS,  H.,  Captain  of  Paragon  ...  114 

WILSON,  Willson,  Abram,  death  of  son  ....  101 

Alanson,  death,  1816  .  .  .  .  .  81 

Daniel,  Sr.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  73,  93 

Daniel,  Jr.  .  88,  104,  114,  123,  130,  133,  134,  139 

Daniel  &  Co . 119 

Ellen  (Eleanor),  death . 61 

Emily,  marriage  ......  99 

Captain  James  .  .....  134 

Jane,  death,  1832  109 

John  barn  blown  down  .....  65 

Lavinia,  marriage . 108 

Maria  (Keeler),  death  .  .  .  .  .  118 

Nathaniel,  mentioned . 7 

Robert,  mentioned . 7,  134 

Samuel,  of  Fairfield  Woods  .  .  .  .  113 

Samuel,  of  Black  Rock  .  .  .  .  .  138 

Wakeman,  mentioned . 139 

Wolf  killed  at  Pequonnock,  1837  .....  116 

WOOD,  Melinda,  of  Saugatuck,  death,  1822  ...  94 

WOODHULL,  Captain,  drowned,  1805  ....  71 

Eunice  (Sturges),  death,  1836  .  .  .  115 

WOOLEY,  Joseph,  marriage,  1824  .  98 

WOOLSEY,  Hester,  marriage,  1820  .  89 

Charles  (negro),  suicide  ....  83 

WOOSTER,  General,  killed,  1778  .  28 

WORDIN,  Elmer,  death,  1824  .  98 

John,  of  Bedford,  N.  Y.,  marriage  ...  97 

WYAT,  Huldah  (Wheeler),  Mason . 48 

Joseph  (note) . 48 

WYMAN,  Joseph,  mentioned . 138 

YALE,  Mr.,  speech  concerning  peace  ....  110 

Yellow  fever,  mentioned .  68,  73,  77,  94 

YOUNG,  Daniel,  of  Bridgeport,  death  ....  70 
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